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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Asiatic Turkey. 


[Ill continuation of Coniidentinl l’aper No. 6833.] 


No. 1. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 419.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople t October 1,1893,11-20 a.m. 

■VICE-CONSUL at Klmrput tolographs that letters lately received from Egliin 
report the massacre of 2,000 Armenians, and that out of 1,1.10 houses 980 have been 
burnt. 


No. 2. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 243. Confidential.) 

Slr * T lr . , „ „ , Foreign Office, October 2, 1890. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 208 of the 17th ultimo 
reporting a conversation which you had with the Russian Acting Minister for Forei-ii 
All'uirs on tho subject of the recent disturbances at Constantinople and the relations 
between Russia and Great Britain. 

I approve the language which you held to M. Chichkino on this occasion. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Consul Slovens to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 6.) 

(No. 28.) 1 

My Lord, Ilatoum, September 19,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that since the recent massacres 
at Constantinople, a large numhor of Armenians from that oity and the towns situated 
along the Anatolian coast, who are seeking safety in this country, have been arrivin'' 
at this port by steamers belonging to the different regular lines, such as the Russian 
Steam Navigation and Trading Company, the Austrian Lloyds, the Messa-erics 
Mnritimcs, and tho I’nquet and Florin ltubattind Companies. ' ° 

The Russian authorities do not appear to interfere with the refugees who are 
allowed to land at Ilatoum, irrespective of their nationality, provided they are furnished 
wtth passports duly endorsed by tho Russian Consular officer at the port of departure 
Within the last fortnight, 1 should think quite 2,000 of these pitiable beings have 
been disembarked here, including men, women, and children, with everything (hat 
lias been left to them, and evidently intend to select tho Caucasus as their permanent 
residence for the future. l 

Many of the refugees have been provided with board and lodging by relatives 
Whom they have boon fortunate enough to find at Ilatoum, but tho bulk of them have 
been obliged to procure accommodation for themselves at tho various hotels and lodgin'* 
houses m the town, which aro crowded to excess, not withstanding that quite a hir “e 
number of the refugees who could afford it, have already left Ilatoum for various 
ton ns and places m the interior of tho Caucasus. 

A8 [901/97] ltC 8ubscril>tions aro ProlUbitod in Russia, I am told that an application 
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miulo to the higher authorities at Tiflis hy the wealthy Armenians of the Caucasus to 
he permitted to raise a fund for the relief of the refugees, hy collections among them¬ 
selves. was met with the refusal of the Russian Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. STEVENS. 


Sir E. Mouson to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 


Vienna, September 24, 189G. 
night 1 received your Lordship’s 


(No. 302. Confidential.) 

AN hour or two after my return to Vienna last night I received your Lordship’s 
telegram No. 3(57 of yesterday’s date, and I lost no time to-day in requesting an inter¬ 
view with Count Goluchowski. . 

■When I called upon him |T stated that your Lordship had been good enough to 
receive me at Walmcr on the 21st, and had charged me to make an important com¬ 
munication to him, and that since my arrival in Vienna you had done me the honour 
to recapitulate in a very confidential telegram the instructions you had given me 
verbally. I had thought it best, in order that his Excellency should have as accurate 
an idea as possible of the views of Her Majesty’s Government, to address him a confi¬ 
dential communication based on this telegram; and with that I placed in Ins hands the 
letter of which I inclose a copy. 

Count Goluchowski read it carefully twice over, and I could sec that lie was 
gratified at finding that your Lordship had paid Austria the compliment of consulting 
her before the other Powers, lie stated that ho completely shared your Lordship s 
views, and that 1 might ho sure that they would meet with no opposition here, but 
that he felt convinced that Russia will never consent to such a consultation among the 
Ambassadors. He added that, during Prince Lobanow’s visit to Vienna, he had 
liimscir suggested the expediency of the Powers taking some such step as your 
Lordship now proposes. He had made this proposal chiefly in regard to the necessity 
of a reform in the levying of the revenuo of Turkey, with a view to prevent the 
iniquities ftnd waste prevalent under the existing system. Hut lie had met witli a curt 
and peremptory negative from Prince Lohanow, who positively refused to agree to any 
Step involving n tutelage of Turkey ; and lie apprehends that the Emperor Nicholas will 
he found to l e under the influence of the views of his late Minister, and that llis 
Imperial Majesty will consequently reject your Lordship's proposal, lie fears that at 
any rate the stipulation ns to the employment of coercive measures against the 
Sultan in case His Ottoman Majesty prove recalcitrant will alarm others besides the 
Russians. , , 

Having made this statement, Count Goluchowski seemed disinclined to pursue 
the subject j but before it completely dropped I took core to state my surprise at the 
persistency with which, throughout a large portion of the Continent, not unfortunately 
excepting*Austria-Hungary, the most absurd and malovolent insinuations are being 
circuluteS in regard to the designs and policy of England, which, I said, would ho 
scarcely worth denial hut for the fact that persons in authority scorned to countenance 
thorn. 

Count Qoluchowski’s observation on this was that, the public declarations of 
eminent English politicians had been of a nature to cncoitmgo these reports; hut ho 
admitted that in saying this lie did not refer to partisans or members of the present 
Government. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


Inolosuro in No. 3*. 

Sir E. Monton to Count Goluchowski. 

Cher Comte Goluchowski, Vienna, le 24 Septembre, 1806. 

DANS urn* conversation recento avee Mr. Milhanko vous avez exprime le ilesir 
d’etre reiiseigne sur la politique Anglaise ii legat'd de la Turquie. Lord Salisbury m’a 
done, cliargd do saisir la premiere occasion, nprfa mon rotour a Vienne, pour vous 
oxpliquor quo lo hut quo so propose le Gouvernemont do la Heine est le maintien do 
l’Kmpirc Ottoman par la rdformo do son systdmo gouverncmontal. Persuader au 


3 

8ultan d’accepter les changcmcnts ndoessaires ne serait cn nucun ens une t&che facile; 
mais clip deviendmit impossible a moins quo les .Six Puissances nc se mettent 
d’accord. 

Lord Salisbury m’a donne l’ordre dc vous demander si vous fites disposd h charger 
l’Amlwssadour d’Autrichc-IIongric de confprer avec sos colleagues a Constantinople sur 
les changcmcnts ndeessaires pour la reformc du Gouvernemont Ottoman, ct pour 
l’empdchoment a l’avenir des cruautds terrible* qui ont dtd commises pendant deux ana 
en differentes parties de 1’Empire. 

Lord Salisbury propose quo ce sera une condition de cctte consultation quo, si les 
Six Puissances, aprds avoir re$u lo Rapport des Ambnssadcurs, sont d’avis que certaines 
mesurcs seront convenables ct ndeessaires pour l’objet susmentionne, ct lc Sultan refuse 
de les exdcuter, les Six Puissances le forceront de s’y conformer; ou que, dans le cas 
oil une Puissance quclconque prdfdrcrait de s’abstenir de toute participation k l’eraploi 
do la force ndoessaire pour fairo executor ces mcsurcs, ellc no fera aucun obstacle aux 
autres. 

Lord Salisbury saura grd au Gouvernemont Imperial de la communication de son 
avis sur cetto proposition, ct me charge d’ajouter quo jusqu’k present il nc l’a soumiso 
h aucun autre Gouvernement. 

Vcuillcz, &o. 

(Signd) EDMUND M0N80N. 


No. 4. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 759.) 

My Lord, Thcrapin, September 24,1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 738 of the 17th September, I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith two proeh-verbaur of the proceedings of 
the Extraordinary Tribunal instituted for the trial of the persons arrested in connection 
with tho recent massacres. 

With regard to the Finduklian Khan case, which was concluded on the 17th 
instant, when nine Armenians were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, 
Mr. Devey informs mo that tho Procureur-Gdudral himself is of opinion that Manuel, 
tho “ oda-bashi ” or caretaker of the khan, should not have been condemned with tho 
others, as ho was absent on the day of the disturbances, and was telegraphed for to tho 
Ministry of Police, whence he proceeded to the khan in the company of the police 
agents. No appeal, however, lies in the matter, and the Procureur-Gondral does not 
feel able to make a special report to the Minister of Justice in Manners favour, oven if 
the Minister could intervene. 

I propose to bring this case to the notice of the Minister of Police. 

Since writing my preceding despatch, in which 1 recorded Mr. Devoy’s opinion 
as to the (diameter of the Court, Mr. Stavridcs, Legal Adviser to Her Majesty’s 
Embassy, has informed me that, from daily information which he receives from persons 
connected with the Extraordinary Tribunal, ho is convinced that these judicial 
proceedings are a mere comedy. “ There are,” he adds, “ some honest men, but there 
are, above all, two spies who arc in constant communication with tho Palaco. Moreover, 
there is a Sub-Commission composed of mon who are not much to ho trusted, which 
prepares the “dossier" for every ease, according to instructions received from high 
quarters. Not one of the bloodthirsty rascals who committed so many murders has 
been brought beforo the Court. Two or three have boon tried for theft, and one has 
been acquitted on the ground that ho merely plunged his knife into the body of a dead 
man I ” 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 

Proch-Verlmux of the Proceedings of the Extraordinary 'lYibunal instituted for the Trial 
of Persons arrested in connection with the recent Massacres. 

L’A VO OAT du nommd Oussop, prevenu d’avoir tins do Souli Monastir des coups 
do feu sur les troupe* Impdrialos et les passants ayant fait savoir qu’il no pourra pas, 
par suite dc maladie, assistcr au jugomont du susnommd, lo Tribunal Extraordinaire a 







<ldsignd, lc 9 do cc mois, un autre avocat pour la defense du susnommd, dont lc juge- 
ment a dtd ajournd. 

La listc des dossiers dc Scrkis, du portefaix Nicogos, et do lours acolytes prdvenus 
d’avoir, dc Findiklian Han ct do Vitalis Han, tird des coups dc feu ct lancd des bombes 
sur les troupes Imperiales ct les passants, a etc dressde. 

I>e 10, le Tribunal Extraordinaire a intorrogd neuf Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir, 
dc rindiklian Han, tire des coups do feu et jetd des bombes sur les troupes Imperiales 
ot les passants, et a proeddd nu jugement de neuf autres Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir 
fait feu et laned des hdmbcs sur les troupes Imperiales et les passants ninsi quo do 
buil Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir tenu des propos sdditieux. Les ddbats out dtd remis 
a un autre jour, quelques tdmoins devant dire entendus. 

Le 11 il a interrogd dix-sept Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir, de Tumondo Han, 
lance des bombes ct tird des coups dc feu sur les troupes Imperiales ct les passants et 
a jugd six Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir, dc Vitalis Han ct de Souli Monastir, jetd des 
bombes et tird des coups dc feu Sur les troupes Imperiales ct les passants. Les ddbats 
out dtd remis it un autre jour pour l’audition des tdmoins qui nc so sont pas encore 
prdsentds an Tribunal. 

Les proeds-verbaux des audiences prdeddentes out dtd lus ct signds. 


Le Tribunal Extraordinaire a proeddd le 11 dc cc mois au jugement de vingt 
Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir de liaradji Han, de Vitalis Jlan, et de Findiklian Han, 
lance des bombes et fait feu sur les passants et les troupes Imperiales, ainsi quo d’un 
autre Ariudnien prdvenu d’avoir tird des coups de feu de SouU Monnstir. Les ddbats 
ont dtd ajournds pour l’audition dc ccux des tdmoins qui uc sc sont pas encore 
prdsentds au Tribunal. 

Lc 15 cclui-ei a termind le jugement dc cinq Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir, dc 
Vitalis Han, jetd des bombes ct tird des coups dc feu sur les troupes Impdrinlcs ct les 
passants. Lour culpabilitd ayant dtd dtablie, ils ont dtd condamnds, i\ la majoritd des 
voix, a la peine capitale. 

Trois Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir tenu des propos sdditieux ont dtd acquittds, l’un 
it ruunnimitd, et les deux autres ?i la majoritd des voix. 

Le 1(1 a cu lieu l’intcrrogatoire de six Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir do Kutchuk 
Millet Han tird des coups dc leu sur les troupes Impdrinlcs et les passants, et le 
jugement do neuf Armdniens prdvenus d’avoir, dc Findiklian I Ian, jetd des bombes et 
t ird des coups do feu, ainsi que de Nichan qui avait blessd it coups dc eouteau le 
nomine 1) infer. 

Le 17, il a proeddd a l'intcrrogntoiro de Hussein et de Mdhemmcd prdvenus 
d’avoir tud Agop, ainsi quo de deux Armdniens prdvenus d’etre allilies au Comitd 
lt( volutioimairc et a jugd nouf Armdniens prdvenus d’avoiv dc Findiklian Han tird des 
coups de feu sur les troupes Impdriales et les passants. Quatre de ces Armdniens ont 
dtd condamnds, i\ la majoritd des voix, a quinzo ans de travaux foreds, et les cinq 
autres i\ deux ans de la memo peine. 

Un Ariudnien prdvenu d’avoir tird des coups do revolver sur les passants a dtd 
dgalement jugd. 

Les ddbats ont dtd ajournds. 


.No. o. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 700.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 24, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Trcbizond, reporting the disem¬ 
barkation in that town of Armenians who have been expelled from Constantinople, and 
the assurances given by the Vnli that he will do what he can to secure their safety on 
their journey to Erzeromn. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUKRIE. 


4 * 


Inclosure in No. 5. 

Acting Consul Shipley to Sir P. Currie. 

msmsmrnrns 

referred 0 If in""mV'tolc^am '“to respcc ‘* n S emigration of the Armenians to Russia, 

emigrants jiumbcrVbtf™ soulTof S In <l11 

230 by the packet, ami 200 by the Austrian oT W jV r.i^ 1 m liussmn steamer, 

class make no St 0 ^ “t ‘ tat of hclt ^ 

add. with the policy that C brought t lout n?i Tr"* 5 ““ e , of " Un S s > 1 may 
in the event ‘of a massiiowa S th.ee „t iH nr 5 m « ht “ ol !*, «»><* 

the pro cation of one. ° 1 ’ 1 ls ' 1 ljellc ve, an appreciable factor in 

I have, &c. 

__ (Signed) H. S. SHIPLEY, 


No. G. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(tieceieed October 5.) 

(No. 702. Confidential.) 

My Lord, . 

strung feeling that 5 IrVltfe ,* *•*•* “'mwingtlm 

metlnii circles throughout thoEmpire * immediate entourage in Maliom- 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUllRIE. 


[001J --- 

12 * 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 6. 

Consul-General Cumberbatch to Sir P. Currie. 

(Private.) 

(Extract.) _ ... Smyrna, September 18, 1896. 

I HAD occasion to sno Kiamil Pasha to-day, and I communicated to him the 
message contained in your Excellency’s letter of the 12th instant. He expressed 
himself as very anxious indeed as to the outlook, and he discussed the political 
situation, and expressed a hopo that the visit of the Czar to Berlin and Vienua may 
have the effect of a concerted action on the part of the Powers to save Turkey from 
destruction. He blamed His Imperial Majesty entirely. He again referred to the 
loss of prestige and influence of His Majesty in Mussulman circles, especially in the 
capital. 

By his persistent inquiries as to the movements of our fleet, he evidently is 
prepared for somo sort of foreign demonstration at Constantinople. 

He alluded to the agitation in England, and deplored the cruel policy of his 
Government against the Armenians. 

He did not confirm the report, circulated here, that lie had been approached 
by the Yildiz clique, through a secret messenger, as to his returning to Constanti¬ 
nople. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 0. 

Consul-General Blunt to Sir P. Currie. 

(Private.) 

(Extract.) Salonica, September 14, 1890. 

THE leading Turks here seem very depressed and anxious as to the result of the 
action of the Great Powers in the present crisis, and I may add that, from all I hear 
and observe, they evince a growing feeling of dissatisfaction against the Sultan and 
the Yildiz clique, to whom they attribute tho evils which now distract the 
country. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 6. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(Private.) 

(Extract.) Erzeroum, September 12, 1896. 

THE generality of the Turks aro not in tho least hostile to the Armenians just 
now, and have taken the news from Constantinople pretty calmly. Many of them 
were in hopes that the disturbances at Constantinople were not confined to Armenians 
only, but that the Young Turkey party were up in arms against the Sultan, and that 
this might prove tho beginning of the end. 


No. 7. 

Sir P. Currie to the Murquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 702.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 20, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 731 of the 14th instant, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received from 
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul atTrebizond transmitting translation of a further Proclama¬ 
tion to the inhabitants of that town. 

I liavo, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUltKIE. 


19011 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 


Aclintj Consul Shipley to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Trcbizond, September 15, 1800. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 5th instant to Mr. Herbert, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s information, the translation of a 
further Proclamation, in the Turkish language, to the inhabitants of Trcbizond on the 
subject ot the duty of the population to refrain from acts calculated to disturb the 
public peace, copies of which were posted up by the Vali Cadri Bey in the leading 
thoroughfares in this city on Friday last the 11th instant. 

Your Excellency will not fail to notice that the above Proclamation contains a 
statement to the effect that, persons, whoever they may be, whether Mussulmans or 
Christians, who attempt to molest others will be stopped by the police and soldiers by 
force of arms, and I have been informed by the Governor-General that, previous to the 
publication of the Proclamation, lie had summoned the leading Mussulman Notables and 
Mukhtars of the various quarters, and had warned them that its provisions would most 
certainly be enforced. 

if the above Proclamation is a faithful representation of the views now held by 
the Central Government at Constantinople, its publication can be productive, of course, 
of nothing but good, for, while its terms are sufficiently explicit to deter any attempt at 
mob violence, it will serve, on the other hand, to encourage the more peaceable among 
the Mussulmans who are desirous of avoiding a disturbance. 

The state of the town, it is satisfactory to be able to report, still continues to be 
quiet. 

On Saturday evening, however, the 12th instant, some little commotion was caused 
through a snlutc of a couple of rockets, fired off in honour of the Russian gun-boat 
“ Kubanctz” by the Austrian steamer leaving for C onstantinople. The report of these, 
as also of the return salute of the rocket tired by the u Kubanctz,” caused certain Turks 
inhabiting a quarter near the harbour to rush off to their houses for their arms in the 
belief that it was a signal of some kind or other. They were, however, promptly stopped 
by the patrol, who explained what it was, thus calming their fears. 

The incident was not a serious 1 one, no other quarters being affected, but 1 report it 
to your Excellency as showing that the necessity of watchfulness on the part of the 
authorities has by no means ceased. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) H. S. SHIPLEY. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 7. 

Proclamation. 

(Translation.) 

IT is possible that Armenian revolutionists may attempt to extend to the provinces 
the disorders and disturbances they have caused at Constantinople. If such a thing 
takes place it is obvious that owing to the ample force of police, gendarmerie, and 
military available, any such disturbance would be at once suppressed and prevented 
from spreading and the culprits punished. It is a duty belonging to the Imperial 
Government, that is to the police, gendarmerie, and military, in case of such events 
to stop any attempt on the part of these revolutionists, and to take the hitter alive or 
dead, and this being so the people have no business whatever to interfere in anyway. 
It is further the duty of all subjects to render obedience to the will and command of the 
Khnlifatc; to avoid the responsibility of their interfering in difficulties which the 
Government or country may meet with; to think carefully of the consequences of any 
acts of their own ; to take into consideration also the responsibility arising from any action 
contrary to the will and command of His Imperial Majesty, and the consequent gravity 
and danger of such conduct on their part to themselves. They must, therefore, should 
any attempt at disturbance be made by revolutionists, leave its prevention and punishment 
to the Imperial Government, in no way taking part or interfering. Should, however, 
any ot the population, disobeying these orders, interfere in the duty and measures 
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taken by Government, or should any attempt be made by individuals of whatever class 

Mussulman or Chnstmn, to molest others, or to make use of arms in disobedience to 

the injunctions ot the authorities, they will bv order of Hi. T m ,,„.:„i m 
Sultan, be stopped by force of a’rms L thi so\C poled ‘ g™ a mir^T W 
being well known, it is now proclaimed by the Government that evervonc o^UDvinw 

r ™ ** -i-are 


No. 8. 

Sir P. Currie to (he Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 5.) 

(No. 763.) 

r i 1 n AVE tbc 'Tr ut 7. >'°" r 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 8. 

Acting Consul Shipleg to Sir P. Currie. 

. . W1 p H ' efol ' onc « to my despatch of the 11th ins^Thm'e^tho honoar'’to 1 ^report 

Undnd r f T C r ICy I 1 r at ! 1C fl,rtIler Armenians from Constantinople have been 

lns ti n ‘ST!? ' T MttIlsousel1 steamers, viz., 8S0 by tile ‘‘Sclauict ” 

13*1 by the All *.atb 1 asha, and 130 by the “Taif,” on the 12th lfith «nd iq*i 
instant respectively making a total of 1,110 thus landed at TrehhLd, «, with fte 
f 30 alrciu b 111 m 7 despatch above referred to, of 1,070 in all. To these 

howeier, must be added some forty or fifty conveyed by the usual steam-ship agencies. ’ 
Inter • ? c nlc,,! ’.“ rc3 were adopted by the Trcbizond authorities with regard to tlieso 

!f!i? i 7 l 'i a . S if W ‘ ‘ ru S“ d 10 ,l10 firat > sandals for tile journey beiii"- in addition 
distributed to those among them who were of the poorer class. 

nn ,odl° 0r | anZ0 V in “ ‘fJS Rnmsoun dated the loth instant, informs me that 
rwi f * i f Armenians bad been landed in (hat harbour from 

Constantinople. He states lurtlier that they were well treated. 

Armenians have also been landed at Kcrassond for the Kara Hissar district but 
(heir number, I am informed by the Governor-General, is insignificant, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. S. SHfPLEY. 


No 9. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 704.) 

My Lord, ... r , Constantinople, September 26, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
have received from Her Majesty s Consul acting at Angora, reporting ns to the forced 
repatriation ot Ciesarcan Armenians. 1 am calling the attention of the Sublime Porte 
to the dangers winch may arise from Ibis measure. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 








8 


IncloBure in No. 9. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie, 

gj r Angora, September 20, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 17th July reporting the continuous flow of 
Armenian emigration from Ctcsarea through Angora to Constantinople, I have now the 
honour to inform your Excellency that these unfortunate people arc returning from the 
capital to their native city, as many as 100 persons having already passed through here 
on their way hack to Caesarea. I am given to understand that they arc not allowed to 
stay in Angora more than twenty-four hours, in fact, just the time absolutely necessary 
for the completion of their travelling preparations, the hiring of vehicles, &c. 

Considering how very critical the situation still is at Ciesarea, and how small a 
spark would suffice to cause a vast conflagration there, I shall be very anxious to learn 
what cfleet the forced repatriation ot these poor creatures will have on the fanatical 
Turks, the dread of whose savage atrocities was the cause ol their flight. 

1 hear that many more Caesarean and other Armenians are expected daily from 
Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 10. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Received October f>.) 

(No. 705.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 27, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from the British Vice-Consul in Adana, written from Zeitoun, in which 
lie gives an account of the lawless and unsafe condition of the province. 1 have caused 
a Memorandum on this shite of things to be drawn up and presented to the Porte. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

Jsj r> Zeitoun, September 12, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of cypher telegrams dated the 
27th and 28th ultimo, and 1st and 4th instant, on the disturbed state .of Constan¬ 
tinople, and I hog to record my thanks for the valuable information contained therein. 

Up to the present I am glad to he able to report that all has remained quiet in 
the Provinces of Adana and Aleppo, and I trust that it will continue so. I have been 
travelling through the most likely places to he influenced by recent events in the capital 
during the past three weeks, hut t have noticed no desire on the part of the Christians to 
commit the smallest act against the Government. All are peacefully inclined and 
await with jmticnce the bringing in of some real reform which will allow them to 
circulate free of danger and to earn a livelihood. They also ask for less pressure in 
the levying of taxes and the release of persons now confined at the pleasure of the 
Government without a proper trial. 

I would heg respectfully to urge the importance of the Turkish Government 
taking immediate notice of these very reasonable demands. The spirit of the people 
is such that l fear some act endangering their own safety on their part if such reforms 
ho not speedily brought in. It came to my knowledge as I was leaving Hadjin last 
week that the people were much discontented owing to the neglect to grant these very 
necessary requests, and that they were fast becoming hopeless, and threatened some 
hot-hended act to bring about wlmt quietness and order failed to produce. 

I felt it my duty to report this circumstance to tlio Kn'imaknm of lladjin, asking 
him to hasten the reforms asked for, hut your Excellency's action would at once bring 
about a favourable solution. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. II. II. MASSY. 


No. 11. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 


(No. 760.) 

My Lord Constantinople, September 27, 1896. 

I HAY b the honour to lorward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which T have received from the British Vice-Consul in Adana, commenting on the 
uselessness of the orders sent from Constant inople to preserve order unless certain 
simple and rational reforms arc granted anil earned out. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 11. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

®' r ’ ,,, _.„ Tr , , _ , Zeitoun, September 12. 1890. 

.. . . !' ef<Tcn . < -' u J° Embassy cypher telegram dated (1m 6tli instant, stating that 
the 1 01 'ta hail promised to send orders to the civil and military authorities to preserve 
order m the provinces and asking for information as to the receipt of those orders by 
the officials named, 1 havo the honour to state that, from different sources, direct and 
indirect, I havo ascertained that orders to the above effect have been received in the 
Aleppo Province. 

It must he observed, however, that such orders are by no means a guarantee that 
°n. • , W1 )e l )1 ' cs<;rvC( b I bavo lately been told by many different Government 
olhcials, some of them very high ones, that the Turkish Government does not desire 
the massacre of Armenians as a general act throughout the country, hut at the same 
time the hatred now to that raco has liecomo so intense that wherever the smallest act. 
gives a plausible excuse for it a massacre on a large scale will follow. As they have 
expressed it, " the whole Armenian population of that place will he cut otf." itecent 
events m Constantinople have proved that they do not exaggerate much, as in the 
provinces, if the soldiery and Moslem population he once turned loose, nothin', will 
stop them. B 

I have exhorted all Armenians along my road during this journey to avoid any 
act which might give cause for bloodshed, and they have replied that 'inasmuch as I 
told them this they would behove mo and remain quiet, lint it is too milch to iiope 
that some hot-headed youths may not act foolishly, or that some ill-intentioned 
Moslem may not impute such act to the Armenians. The result will he bloodshed, 
and 1 tear wo must look forward to this on a more or less large scale in different 
places tills winter, especially il sus]iccted people he cast into prison untried, and if 
want ot security to lilo and property prevents Armenians gaining a livelihood. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P, II. H. MASSY. 


No. 12. 

Sir P. Currie lo llie Marquess of Salisbury.—(itecciml October .0.) 


(No. 707.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 27, 1800. 

i ■ i ii l(; ! 1,mour , 0 forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
winch 1 have received from tho llritisli Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting on tho 
Chris mu Juuniuknm of Zeitoun and his Moavin. I am calling the attention of tho 
Grand \ iziur to tho stato of tilings described by Major Massy. 

1 have, Sic. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


| 901 ] 
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Inclosure in No. 12. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r Zeitoun, September 13, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to state that .Tcan Jujopoulos Boy, new Christian Kalmakam. 
of Zeitoun, arrived here on tho 9th instant, accompanied by Izzct EHendi, Moavm, 
and that I have had much conversation with them, wo being guests in the house of 
Ali X’aslm, Military Governor of Zeitoun. , ,, . . ,. 

The opinion which I have formed of the ka'iuiakam is that he is a kmdly- 
intentioned, nice man, but of weak character, and easily influenced and led. 

As to the Moavin, be is self-asserting, aggressive, and cunning, evidently intend¬ 
ing to take every question into his own hands, and, having decided it, refer it to the 
Kalmakam in such a manner that this official can but order what the Moavm lias 
arranged. In short, the Moavin will be the real Kalmakam, and as the manner of 
the former to tho people is aggressive and irritating, I fear no good can result from the 
present form of dual government. . . . . , 

I was present at several cases brought forward. The Moavin invariably broke 
in rudclv, and having decided the case—always against the plaintiff in favour o tlio 
Government—ho said to the Kamiaksun, “ Is it not so ? Io which this oflicial 

meekly assenting, the Moavin ordered the plaintiff off roughly. , 

No "ood can conic of such treatment of a turbulent race little accustomed to bo 
thus treated like dogs, and I fear they will not long remain quiet if such continue. 

The Kaimakam also appears disposed to refer matters to An Pasha, Military 
Governor. It is fortunate that this officer is possessed with tact, and is not inclined 
to oppress the people. . „ 

lie generally declines to offer an opinion, feeling safe, I presume, that tho 
Moavin will be sufficient to irritate and rouse the Armenians into some foolish hot¬ 
headed act. , . , . . , 

I regret that I can give your Excellency no more hopeful prospect, but alter 
careful deliberation I can only say that I shall be surprised if the present arrangement 
prove satisfactory. 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. H. II. MASSA. 


No. 13. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received October 5.) 

(No. 708. Confidential.) . , no 

My Lord, Therapw , September 28,1896. 

i HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy, confidentially communicated 
to one of the Memorial mentioned in my telegram No. 404 of the 21st September, 
us having been presented to the Sultan by the Representatives of the Armenian 
nation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PniLIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 

Memorial presented to His Majesty the Sultan by the Representatives of the Armenian 
Nation. 

(Traduction.) 

LA nation Armduienne placet: sous lc sceptre do votro Majestc Imperiale a etc 
depuis dcs siMos, eomme sujet ftdfele du trone, traiffh) avco justice et 1 objet de lav curs 
ct tie privileges religicux de la part de son Gouvernement Imperial. Do memo, une 
roncorde ct une harmonic dcs plus pnrfaites out toujours exists entre ello ot scs com- 
patriotes Musulmans. Ceux qui so sont distinguds par lour mdrito et lcur capacity 
out etc admises nux emplois importnnts dans les diverses branches de 1 Administration 
publique ainsi que dans les affaires gendrales et paidieuli^res dos Palais Tmporiaux et 
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se sont rernlus dignes de la haute confiancc dc l’Etat. Dc leur c6td, les autres classes 
de cette population s’occupant do commerce ct d’industric ont acquis l’instruction ct 
Paisancc. 

Mais depuis quclquo temps, nous lc voyons avec regret, certaines suggestions 
eman^es doVmtdricur aussi hien que de l’extdricur se sont produites dans Ie pays, et ii 
s’en csfc suivi un ctat de choses prdjudiciable aux intdrets politiques dc l’Erapire, 
et, partout, une situation troublde qui a aigri lc cccur de notro mngnanime P£rc et 
auguste Souverain. 

Nous voyons aussi avec regret que dcs crimincls qui sont toujours bl&mds par les 
lionnetcs gens se sont livrds n des entreprises dc nature ii order pour notre pat ric uuo 
situation hdrissec dc perils et causant sa mine. 

II cst vrni que certains elements ont essayd dc sorvir lours pro pres intdrdts sous 
le nom de rdformes, mais ce n’dtait pas la servir les intdrets l-dels dc TEmpire. 

Sire, 

^ os fiddles sujets n entendent rceourir qu’it votre Majcstd Impdrialo et lcur 
fiddlitd no sera jamais entachdc. 

11s n attendent que dc votre magnanimity ct de votro sollicitude spdeiale la sauve- 
garde de leur honneur, do lours biens, et de leurs vies, ainsi quo lo maintieu do leur 
privileges, tonics choses qui lour ont dtd acquises ub anliquo sous les auspices de votro 
Majcstd Imperiale, ct ddclarent par la prdsento quo leurs sentiments do fiddlitd et do 
denouement envers lo Tr6no Imperial rcsteront indhranlables. 

La nation Armdnicnne espdre par consdqucnt mdriter la haute protection et la 
bienvcillanco de votre Majestc Imperiale ot ose la supplier do vouloir Lion donner ses 
ordres augustos pour quo toutos les mesures convenables qui soront dcte,rmin(Ses ct 
recoin lues aptes a assurer son progres et sa prosperity soient miscs ii execution. 

Nous avons l’houueur d’dtro, &c. 

(Suiveut les signatures du haut clergd, des Notables, 
et do la bourgeoisie ArnuSniemio.) 


No. 14. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Murqum of Salisbury.—{Received October a.) 

(No. 769.) 

-My Lord, Thcrapia, September 27,189(1. 

i HAi L tlie honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a document 
communicated to the six Embassies by tho Sublime 1’orte, with the statement that 
Co'uw ' 10 tCXt “ il tol6 S ram to the Ottoman Ambassador at tho European 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 14. 

Tewfik Pasha to Turkish Ambassadors at European Courts. 

(TdldgmpliiqueA Sublime Porte, le 24 Seplembre, 1806. 

BblUIS la fondation de l’Empiro Ottoman ainsi quo Tliistoire et les fails 
memos le prouvont, tous les peuples qui sont passiSs sous sa domination ont joui, sans 
distinction do race ni do religion ct sur un pied d'og.nMe. de la plus grande protection 
et desibionfaits do la justice, et les voies conduisant it la prosperity ont otd tenues 
ouvertes a tout le morale, cc qui est dcimoiitry par Pexistenoo dans lo pays d'dldments 
non-originaires et par l'etat florissant dans lequel ils so trouvent. 

Ainsi le Gouvernement Imperial a non souloment traitd ses sujets Armenians 
suivaut cos pnnoipes mais il les a mfcmc admis ot continue do les ndmottre dans les 
inverses branches tie ['Administration intyrieurc ot oxttSrioure do l’Etat. En dehors do 
eeux qui font partio des Consoils ot des Tribunaux et qui occupoiit d'autres fonetions 
Ilans les provinces, il cxisto dans la eapitalo memo 597 fonotionnaires mm-.Musulmans 
i 7 on r 10 nombro (Ios fonctiomiaircs Musulmans no ddpasso par lo ehiffre du 
J.7UU. Noua crayons que dans aucun pays les peuples soumis n’ont joui do parodies 
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Ndanmoins, dopuis quclquc temps les Armenians, abusant dc cette confiancc et de 
ioutes ces concessions, so sont mis on flat dc rebellion centre 1cm- Souverain ot ont 
commhtaoutcs sortos dc crimes par 1’emploi d’engins destn.ctciirs et 
Riiln-ersifs. Mai ere toutes cos mouses, le Qpuvcrnemcnt liupuial a pu, „iacc a . 
im-siin-s adoptees! maintenir l’ordre et la sficuritd publique et a nistitud plusieurs corps 
judiciaries avee mission de juger et de punir sans exception et a quclquc race on 
religion qn’ils apiiarticnncnt, tons coux qni so sont rondus edibles daote crauncls. 
El, imtre, la Commission d'lnspcction Milita.re, comj.osec dc Marechaux, do Gjndraux. 
et d'antres ollicicrs snpericurs, a etc obargdc d'ouvrir nne cnqnc e poor cons taler_s 1 
81 . t,-oiivc des fonctionnaircs dc l’fitat qni ont fait preuve de negligence dans > execu¬ 
tion des ordres du Gouvernement Imperial et dans 1 exero.ee de 
s'il V on a d'a-ir a lour fgard d’apres les prescriptions do la loi. Comiuo ll n cst jins 
admissible quo les membres de cette Commission, qm sont des pereonnages con- 
seiencicux et de la plus haute honorabilitd, et qm ont dans le temps prete sermenL de 
no jamais s’&arte, de la justice et de rdquitd, so prommccn^cq atw d 

a ctd ddcide d'agir eonformement mix conclusions des rapports qn ils pr6senteront. 

Le Gouverncmcnt Imperial lout cn s’occupant i> extirper les gcrn.es .le revoke 
semes par les Armenians dans les provinces de l’Lmpiye a lion seulement mis cntiSie 
me,It en application les refonnes arrfitdos l’annco dorpiin-c pouv six des vilayets 
d’AnatoHo, on execution d'uno promesso qu’il avait forte dans lc IraitjS dc Bwto, mai 
encore il poursuit l’extension dc ces refonnes mix mitres provinces de 1 Empire. En 
allant ain'i an ddit nifimo ties dispositions do VArticle LAI du li-aiti. susmcntionne, 
il -, domic une nouvclle preuve nclatnnte des intentions genercuses et bionvcilUintes 
dol'd noire nuguslc Maltrc n’a cessd d’etre aninid il l’egard de tons scs sujefo. 

Toutefois les Anndnions, par lours mcnecs rdvolutionnaiies, no clicicuont pas 
rdclleincnt commc ils le pretendent, ii obtonir des refonnes. Rich quo leur nombre 
dans es six vilavets do I’Anatolie s’dlbve ii peine h 600,000 eontre une population 
Mustihnanc dc 10,000,000, dent 8,000,000 ddjii rccenses, ot 2,000,000 non encore 
souniis an rccenscmcnt, ils vise.its’assuror la ” 

d'autonomie administrative une partic nnportante do 1 Empire dont 1 intd^ut. et 1 mdc- 
pendanee ont ctd aflirraces par taut d'aetes intorimtionaux. Une pareillo eventuality 
Luivnlnnt a un demembremont, lu Gouvernement Imperial et la nation Ottomane no 
neuvent. eu nucun temps et en aueune manii-re y souscrire, et ll cst evident quo les 
Uramies Puissances Signataires des dits Actos ue sanraient jamais y oonsontiv clles- 

m< "'(Mnformcuionl i. une decision du Conscil des Minstrcs snnctionnde par trade 
Imperial, votre Excellence cst invitee ii fairo appcl aux sentiments dc justice et 
,1’hmnani.e d„ Gouvernement pres duquel -lie est lu-.cr^tce pur Vament^ cn con- 
sideralion des refonnes entreprises par lc Gouvernement Imperial, ‘\ ,!>lu “ 

son ti vritoiro les agitateuvs Arraeniens qm ont clioisi certains points do Lurope 
coniine centres de lours niendes subversives et a faire promi.lguer une Lo. assurn.it a 
piiuitiou de eoux qni commcttent des aetes odieux, qm font usage de hombes et do 
dvnamito pour sc {inter ii une renvre de destruction et de mort, et qm emploient des 
engins explosifs dont un sent sufflt pom- tuor nne soixantame d innocents. 


No. 15. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Manjueu of Salisbury,—(Received October 5.) 

M°'| 77 rd') rhl 7"'«> September 28, 1890. 

' ON tho night of the lOtli September last the police made a raid upon a house in 
Scutari which was supposed to be the place of manufacture of the explosives of the 
Constantinople revolutionaries. A certain amount of correspondence and.,i few bombs 
were seized, and about twenty Armenians were arrested, but none of high standing, 

1S " further raid was made on (lie morning of the 19th instant in Pern, in a street 
not far from Her Majesty’s Embassy, and Mr. Werndel, Heitor s agent in Constant.- 
no de obtained permission lo visit the bouse in the afternoon, lie informs me that in 
n room on Hie first lloor lie saw a small printing press, a hectograph corresponding 
exactly in size with the circulars addressed by the Hmtchag Committee to the 
Embassies, mid a very large amount of correspondence in Armenian, also a bag full 
of revolver cartridges, ceils of fuse, and a certain amount of cleotnc wire. He then 
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proceeded to the kitchon, where, from a disused cistern, lie saw produced some 
eighteen to twenty small band-balls, about (lie size of an orange, and six large circular 
bombs, the size of a melon, all capped and nipple.l, some loaded and some not; also 
two square infernal machines, apparently to be exploded by concussion. 

1 ,1 'o> th i,- 2 i :ll<l m Scl) i te fi lh '! r ' ,1 Dnvo - v ’ Dragoman of the Consulate, was informed 
by tho Turkish officials that on Hie preceding night more explosives, including three 
square bombs similar to those described above, were seized flic Armenian church at 
Gnlata, and also a quantity of revolutionary documents, including a list of persons 
bM-ictv y Cml and m,llt;u '. v authorities) whose deatli liad been decreed bv Hie 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 10. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 771.) 

yvmur . r , , , , Constantinople, September 26,1806. 

H PIU reference to my despatch No. 758 of the 23rd instant, I have the honour 

He^i^sTh’n"'^' i, "I > 1 h0 {' e 'i' U ' 1 c °Py despa.eb which I liavc received from 
llu Majesty s Acting Cousu at Angora giving an account or Hi.- attack made on the 

m,d"n C nt! lllS - !-V ' ll ' ks ‘ il . an <l of tile prompt i, udo and energy of the tali 

nrul autlionties m suppressing the riot. 

I lmve, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP OURRIE. 


Inelosure in No. 16. 

Acting Consul llichards to Sir P. Cunie. 

* lr ’ TOTTir — r. . ,, Angora, September 21, 1806. 

H UH reference to my telegram of the 19th instant, reporting an attack made 
hi links on Armenians on the previous evening, 1 have tho honour to submit herewith 
h> your Excellency a detailed account of t he incident. 

A house in the Turkish quarter of the town, which appears to have been at the 
nne ’'“tenanted, caught fire on Friday evening soon after ‘sunset owing to H. “carta 
lessncss of the watchman m charge, who i. reported to have thrown the half- 
extinguished end of Ins cigarette on a rubhlsh-hea,. near the door. One of tho fir'r 
lusirns 1 1 realize what had happened was a certain Uehemot Ali Rev, a Professor in 
Hie Idailm or furkisll Preparatory School, win,, drawing his revolver; fired two “imta 
en,nn, al )’ 1 “° 1<lor * “ s lle Stt > s > to 8 1V0 >he alarm. A crowd soon colleoted.chiefiv 
OBWpt wcd of Jow«, who as usual, wore among Hie first to arrive on the scene, their 
object being to profit by the obscurity and confusion to appropriate any articles of 
mmol- value whioli might; be rescued from tho Haines. On tin- nn-ival of the firemen 
with then; small haud-engino, escorted by the nearest patrol, the Jews wore dnVen 
away, and, in then- flight irom the hiirning huildiug, contributed in no small degree 
t'l tho alarm and confusion which were now fast becoming general. In the meantime 
"lesol lire having been raised m various parts of the town, a crowd of noonle—! 
mostly lurks, the burning house being, as stated above, in tho Turkish quarter—came 
trooping down to the scene, of tho eontlagmtioii, when, the revolver shots being heard 
some one raised the cry that the Armenians had attacked and set lire to Hie ilaii 
1 lairarn Mosque, which, as it happens, is also in that part of the town. Tho cry was 
taken up by t ie Turks generally, and as they were then passing through tho^main 
thoroughfare ot the town known as the taluk bazar ’’ (lisl! market), thev i.m.ted on" 
(■ n n,n|ie, 0 k ,vS! i hhulgeous and knives all the Armenians, whether Gregoriuns or 
voi-v small rarilv 1 ?, fortunately, however, the actual bloodshed was 

’ ‘", 1110 hlct tlKlt ci.risliai.s had gone home at thm 
(comparatnely) late hour, and partly to the energy and promptitude with which tlm 
, 1 .!'. nm i IIO i“i c ll ! ,| ' t ‘ 9t F' 1 Dio forward movement of the attacking party and steadily 
drove them back in the direction whence they came. It was at this juneturo ttat a 
lurk, who was running past with a knife in his hand, was cliallengcd bv the natao 
nd, leimmg to stop, was shot dead by a Lieutenant of the regulars°with his revolver! 
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This was the only person who was actually killed, though the condition of one of the 
wounded Armenians is considered by the attendant physician to lie very serious. 

As soon ns the Vali heard of what was going on, he went out into tho streets 
hintself, and for six hours patrolled the town on foot in all directions giving orders to 
the troops and police to drive hack at the point of the bayonet all lurks going m tho 
direction of the Christian quarters. , ,, , „ 

llis orders wore carried out to tho letter, and thcro can he no doubt that a 
movement which threatened at one time to have very serious consequences was, in this 
way, stifled at its verv inception. 1 learn, on good authority (my own residence being 
in the country 4 miles from Angora), that the Turks on hearing the revolver shots 
and the cries o'f those who asserted that the Armenians laid set tire to the llaji 1 .umm 
Mosque, came flocking out of their houses by hundreds armed mostly with bludgeons 
and knives, and were streaming down towards the Christian quarter when they were 
met and driven back in the manner above described by the troops co-operating with 
the police. That there would have been, at all events, an attempt at a general 
massacre of Armenians had the action of t he authorities been less prompt and emerge re, 

I have verv little doubt in my own mind, and while stating that the behaviour of the 
Vali was really admirable, more especially when one considers 1 us agO'and the extreme 
natural slowness of his movements, I cannot speak too highly of that of the other 
cl.i.-f functionaries of the vibivet, all of whom, civil and military, were out in ho 
streets and doing their utmost to put down disorder. The number of wounded 
Armenians (four Catholics and si: Gregorian*) is put at ten, but I am given to under¬ 
stand that one only has received serious wounds. , 

As regards the Turk who was killed, Vnsft Bey, tho officer who shot him, is now 
under arrest, which, in one important respect, is most unfortunate, because tho 
knowledge—now general—that the only man killed in the course of the disturbance uas 
a Turk, would have had a most excellent and salutary effect on those of Ins co-religionists 
who might lie tempted to create disorder on a future Occasion. The reasons given for 
the arrest are variously stated. Some declare that it. was quite unnecessary to kill tho 
Turk because he could easily have been stopped without having recourse to extreme 

""''"others say that. Vasil Bey had been heard by his men to declare that lie would 
kill tho first Armenian he met, and that his actual victim was shot by mistake, Vasft 
liev havin'-, ill tho darkness and confusion, taken him for an Armenian. In any case 
till- medical man (a Gregorian Armenian), who lias examined this officer, declares that 
he is now, and was, in all probability, at the time of firing, under tho influence or a 
sort of delirium, and therefore unaccountable for his actions. .. 

1 regret that owing to a passing indisposition I have not been able to sec the \ alt 
since the disturbance and so to learn what is tlio official account on this and one or two 
aher points. 1 hop'* to see his Excellency to-morrow, and I shall lake the opportunity 
of congratulating and thanking him most warmly for his really admirable behaviour 
during the recent events. _ . . 

Indeed, 1 have no hesitation in saying that had men like Tewfik laslm boon in 
command last year in other towns of Anatolia, few, if any massacres ot Armenia ns 
would have taken place. It may he argued with some show of plausibility that the 
very strict orders recently received from Constantinople influenced the Tali s conduct 
iu the right direction, whereas no such maters were issued last year until too late. 1 
am not, however, of this opinion, hut consider that I am only doing his excellency 
simple justice when 1 declare it to he my belief that his aclion in any ease would have 
been the same. . ,, , , ... ,, . , . , , 

In conclusion, I should mention that Mchemet All Hoy, who, as stated above, 
tired two shots from his revolver before the burning house, is now under arrest lor 
having discharged a firearm at night without adequate ('ause, he being perfectly well 
an are that such an act during the present disturbed and troublous times would 
uaturallv he interpreted as a signal by all ill-intentioned persons. It is an open secret 
,hat Mehemet All Bey belongs to the "Young Turkey ” party, and is,in consequence, 
looked upon with extreme suspicion by the authorities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 

l\S —The number ol' Turks arrested in connection with these events is variously 
estimated at lroiu fifteen to thirty persons. 1 will not fail to report again shortly on 
this and other points. 


W. S. R. 
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No. 17. 

Sir P, Cutrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October f>.) 

(No. 772.) 

My Lord, ^ ^ Constantinople, September 28, 1S96. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput, giving full details 
concerning the massacre which was carried out at Malatia in the autumn of last year. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 iu No. 17. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Mr. Herbert. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Kharput, August 28, 1S90. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit the following Report with regard to the late 
disturbance at Malatia, in the course of which 1,500 Armenians, at the lowest estimate, 
lost their lives. The particulars set forth in this despatch were communicated to me by 
several Turkish gentlemen of repute whose acquaintance I made during my stay in 
Malatia, and who were instrumental in saving Christian life and property during the 
massacre there. These particulars were afterwards corroborated, in my hearing, by the 
Heads of the various Christian communities and by other Armenians of note in tlmt 
town. 

For some days previous to the outbreak the Armenians had been in great anxiety 
owing to tho rumoured concealment, in various Mussulman quarters, of numbers of 
Kurds from the neighbouring districts, and of the distribution of rifles among the 
Mussulman population. 

The Christians began, in fact, to stow their property for safety in the Armeno- 
Catholic and Gregorian churches, and in the premises of the Catholic Mission. Tho 
Mutcssarif assured, however, the Catholic Bishop, by letter, that there were no grounds 
for anxiety, and that nothing would happen to his community. 

The official explanation as to the cause of tho outbreak is to the effect that a barber 
named Ehlijian Oghlou Sorkis cut the throat of a Kurd whilst shaving him. 'flic name 
of the Kurd alleged to have been thus murdered is unknown, and Serkis was killed 
during the rioting. This story is ridiculed l>y my informants, who assure me that tho 
disturbance began by tho following incidents:— 

A “ Yassmaji,” or merchant of baml-painted stuffs, named Garabct, who was carrying 
on his business in the market at (lie lime was accosted by the night watchman, a Turk 
named Hadji Yaiib Oghlou, who demanded Rome scarves at a certain price. Garabct 
refused, saying that he should lose by the bargain. The watchman, however, persisted, 
and upon Garabet’a renewed refusal, drew a revolver, crying, (i Ah, infidel, will you give 
orders to me," and shot him dead. Thereupon, as if a signal had been given, tho Turks 
rushed out from all sides with arms in their bonds, and fell upon the Armenians before 
the latter had time to close their shops. The market was at the same lime surrounded 
by zaptiehs and llashi Bazouks, who turned back and fired upon the fugitives. 

Some fifty Armenians, however, whose shops were close by the Government house, 
raw there tor refuge, and collected in the court-yard. Some eighteen of them shortly 
afterwards went up to the MutcssnriPs room and begged him to protect them. Ho 
allowed them to remain in certain unoccupied looms for some hours, until, towards 
evening, Haridji Oghlou Abdullah, ail ex-member of tho Administrative Council, and 
who is alluded to in my despatch of the 19th May last, accompanied by Suluk Oghlou 
Mcliract, Hadji Oghlou Ali Bey, and by the Tnbur Aghasi, Rosliid Elfendi, appeared on 
tho scene, all of them with rilles in their hands. They reproached the Mutcssarif for 
protecting the Armenians, and told him that if he persisted in sheltering them, the mob 
would attack the konak. 

The Mutcssarif, in great fear, at once gave orders that the refugees should bo sent 
down to the court-yard, where the Kurds and zaptiehs had already opened fire upon tho 
Armenians collected there. 

A young limn named Simon Jiljilinn, who was afterwards imprisoned, wai retained 
by the Mutcssarif upon the plea that he knew French, and was useful for making 
translations. The rest were hustled down into tho yard and immediately attacked. 








Out of the fifty refugees in the Government House, only six escaped from there 
alive. Their names are :— 

Simon JiljHitti’. I Stepan Tutvlinn. 

Can-kin 'i'uleUmi. Stquiu Hnghiloynn. 

ikilmg Gucztirmn, J Nigo^o* Tutclian. 

The three latter, however, were subsequently killed in the town. _ 

Sahag Guezurian was rescued by Taeob Pasha, referred to in my Confidential 
do-pateli of the 15th June, who happened to be present at Malulia, and to arrive at the 
konak in time to save the boy's life. 

The inclosed list contains the names of nearly all those who perished in the Govern¬ 
ment House yard. The terrible scene of the slaughter has been graphically described 
to me by two Turks, one of whom was standing at the time by the sentry-box at the 
konak gate, the other being in a house just opposite. Another Mussulman, who was 
with the Mutessarif, tells me that he himself saw the Armenians thrust down the stairs 
and butchered in the court-yard. 

The body of Napoleon Baghdoyun, a leading Malatia Armenian, who was killed 
whilst endeavouring to escape by the gateway referred to, was hung up before a 
butcher's simp by Haridji Oghlou Abdullah, who laughingly offered his llcsh at 5 paras 
the okc. 

The 'fabm Agasi is accused of having murdered with his own lmml the lad Tstipan 
Bughdoyan (nephew of Napoleon), one of the refugees at the konak. 

Shortly after the disturbance commenced some 1,500 Armenians, including men, 
women, and children, took refuge in the Armcno-Cntholic Cathedral. Some twenty 
oi them were armed with guns and revolvers, A large and menacing crowd soon 
collected around the church, but, hearing that there wore armed men inside, were afraid 
to attack it. An order was subsequently dispatched by the Mutessarif to the Bishop to 
collect and deliver over to the authorities nil weapons found within the church; and 
protection was promised for tlvo refugees upon condition of this order being obeyed. 
The arras in question were duly surrendered on the Tuesday evening, but on the 
following morning the mob again surrounded the church, burst open the doors and fired 
upon the now defenceless Armenians, a “ bckji,” named Yacob Oghlou Pasha, urging 
them on. 

The Armenians managed, however, for the most part, to escape by a back door and 
rushed in a crowd to Cara Casl| Oghlou Mehmet’s house, where they were admitted and 
sheltered. They were subsequently taken by their host to the barracks for protection, 
where they remained five days. 

The populace, after breaking into ami plundering the church, broke open two tombs 
in t! • i avc and dragged out the dead in search for booty. They then set fire to the 
dim b, hut only succeeded in damaging it partially. 

In the meanwhile, a band of some 2,000 Armenians bad lied for refuge to the 
Gregorian church. Some of them were armed, and when n savage attempt was made by 
the mol) to hurst open the doors the more determined among the refugees mounted 
upon the parapet of the roof and fired upon their assailants ; and Hie church remained in 
a state of siege lor nearly three days. On the evening of the third day the Armenians 
received a peremptory order from the Mutessarif to surrender their arms, upon condition 
of n guard being sent for their protection. This order many were unwilling to obey, 
but they were finally compelled by the majority to give in; thereupon two men shot 
themselves in despair, one of the two having previously attempted to kill his wife. 

Oil the following morning the church was again besieged, the promised guard not 
having appeared; but the timely arrival of Yacob Pasha, of Pohesni, saved the situation. 
He had brought, it seems, tho Mutessarif with him, and succeeded in safely escorting 
the Armenians in a throng to the barracks, where some 3,000 other fugitives had already 
assembled. 

There thus remained in the Malatia barracks during several days upwards of 5,000 
Armenians, huddled together, scantily nourished upon the coarsest and commonest 
bread, with insufficient water to drink, and in the greatest fear ami suspense, 'f lie Head 
of the Catholic Mission before alluded to, who was compelled to flee for safety to the 
barracks when the Mission buildings were burning over him, tells a sad tale of the 
sufferings of the refugees during those five terrible days. Children were horn and 
children died; there woe no room to move about, and there were no sanitary arrange¬ 
ments oi any utility. 

'flic following incidents constitute, perhaps, the darkest features of Hie disturbance 
at Malatia; — 
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Massacre at the House of Kizil Kesishiav. 

Some 250 Armenians bad taken refuge in the house in Question, and had barred the 
door. Many of them were armed, and they managed to holu their assailants at bay for 
a considerable time. In the evening, however, the Mutessarif sent them a message 
summoning them to deliver up their arms, and promising to send a guard for their pro¬ 
tection early the following morning. The arms wore handed over, but the next morning, 
in the place of a guard, a raging mob again surrounded the house, burst open the door, 
and slaughtered every male Armenian in the place. The bodies were afterwards cast 
into a well. 


Massacre at the House of Haridji Oghlou Abdullah. 

Over ltd) Armenians Imd gathered there for safety. They were circumcised, arid 
afterwards killed as “ kurban,” /.<*., thrown upon their bucks and their throats cut, atter 
the manner in which sheep are sacrificed. 


Massacre of seventy Armenians at Siyirlik Chukur. 

These Armenians had fled for refuge to the house of a Turk named Hadji Sirtik 
Bey. Haridji Oghlou Abdullah, together with the Ali Boy alluded to in connection with 
the incident at the Government House, came two days later and caused the refugees to 
be circumcised, promising to conduct them to the barracks for safety. On the way 
thither, the Armenians were attacked at a place called Sigirlik Chukur, opposite the 
Mutessanf’s private residence, by a number of Moslems, urged on by Abdullah and 
Ali Bey, and they were killed to the last man. 


Slaughter of fifty Christians in Artin Cayunjian's House. 

These men were killed under the same circumstances as those at the house of 
Kizil Kesishian. The only survivor was a lad named Pilipos, w ho managed to escape 
into the street. 

Another sad incident was the murder of the two grandchildren of an old woman 
named Sultan Mugherditch, who had no other relatives living. When the rioting began 
in the market, she locked her shop door and hid with the two hoys, aged respectively 
12 and If years, upon the roof top behind some chimneys. The shop was eventually 
broken into and plundered, and the plunderers, after searching the house, finally 
discovered Sultan and her grandchildren huddled together upon the roof. A man named 
Shukur Oghlou Varliab seized the children, and, in spite of the woman’s tears and 
entreaties, deliberately cut their throats. Sultan Mugherditch is now entirely 
destitute. 

Three Armenians who were in prison at the period of the troubles were killed 
there; their throats were cut with glass from a window-pane or with a piece of tin. 
Their names were:— 

Gurobet Manligian. 

Ailiynmsiuli Nnturinn. 

Snkis of Hakim linn. 

A Moslem gentleman who inspected the bodies bears testimony to the crime. 

The desolation and destitution now prevailing in Malatia are very great. The 
Catholic Mission, Armenian and Protestant churches arc destroyed and the Armeno- 
( atholic Cathedral considerably injured. A large part of the Armenian quarter is in 
ruins According to a list carefully prepared by Mr. Gates, who was present at Malatia 
for relict purposes at the same time as myself, there are now upwards of 1,000 orphans 
in the town and no less than 510 widows. 

The main responsibility for the disturbance undoubtedly rests with the Mutessarif, 
whose attitude throughout seems to have been one of hesitation and pusillanimity. He 
allowed rifles to bo distributed among the Moslems prior to the outbreak; he permitted, 
through his cowardice, the perpetration of a disgraceful slaughter within the walls of his 
own official residence; he is responsible for massacres the victims in which he had 
(201| * 
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disarmed, under promises of protection, and then abandoned to the fury of the populace; 
and he himself caused the death of a young man named Sarafian Ohanncs by com¬ 
pelling him to return to the cathedral and search for arms after the arms had been 
surrendered and the mob had forced an entry. 

Little blame can be attached to the military commander, who arrived from bivas 
the day before the troubles began, and who was unwell at the time. 

The principal ringleader among the civilians during the disturbance was the man 
Haridji Oghlou Abdullah, whose name figures so frequently in this Report. He sent 
messengers to ihc various Kurdish tribes, inviting them to the sack ot Malaria. lie 
assisted in the distribution of Martinis, fifteen of which were afterwards collected in one 
Turkish quarter alone by n Turkish acquaintance of mine; and he took a leading part 
in scenes of bloodshed such as have been well-nigh unparalleled. 

The Hakim - who has now been dismissed—and the Tabur, Agasi Resliid Eftendi, 
were largely instrumental in exciting the fanaticism of their Moslem fellow-citizens 
against the Christians. 

I have urged Shakir Pasha to remove and punish the Mutcssarif and the Tabnr 
Agasi, and to have the chief criminals among the civilians placed under arrest. The 
Marshal assures me that the Mutcssarif will be disgraced, but Feems unwilling to take 
further steps through fear of irritating the Mahomincian population. 

A large portion of the property plundered at Malatia is now alleged to be concealed 
in the houses of the Tabur Agasi, Haridji Oghlou Abdullah, Ali Bey, and Cara Cash 
Oghlou Mehcmct. The Mutcssarif, who is possessed of a large private fortune, has, it 
seems, appropriated a large share of the valuables. 

Several Turkish Notables received hospitably and honourably protected large numbers 
of the Armenians. 

No Kizil-Bash Kurds took part in the disturbance at Malatia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 17. 

Statement of Armenians killed in the Government House at Malatia. 


Napoleon Bnjfdoyan. 
IftUpnn Itagdoynn.* 
(inrnbet from Arnbkir, 
S*rki$ Aleutian. 

Agol> Kapruliun. 

Krikor Tutnrinn. 

Krikor (loziwminn. 

Krikor Mimuvorian. 
Scrkis Ouu'ghinn. 

Kevork Ghuxclkrahi&liiim. 
Gorabct Knvoukjian. 
Varum Yoghunian. 
Ilarotmi Yoghunian. 

A gob Yoghunian. 
Pokradun Mugherdichian. 
Hcrkia Kolk'iiui. 

Ohnnnes Krikoriun. 
Ni-iaitt Kara Bibetian. 
Kevork Virvgtun. 

Avcdia Ourlion. 


Gurnbct Yughoubinn. 

Serkis Tifttginn. 

Koundmnji Agob. 
Koumlurnji Arnkil. 

Ilogos Sliekerian. 

Garnbct Grj&guozurian. 
Suhng Mugliuriua. 

Ohamii's (judcniati. 

Pedros Dcdcvan. 

Pillbox Deli riloynn. 

Agob Andonian. 

Aharon IX-r Uogosinti. 
Muksi Khawir. 

Ohnnnca Knfoutouxion. 
Pedros Tourabinn. 

Hnro'.un Chalmalian. 

Turns Muxinnnian. 

Two men from Arabkir, and 
oilier* whose names are 
unknown. 
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No. 18. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 


(No. 775.) 

My Lord, Therapin , September 20, 1800. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a letter which 
1 have received from Air. Dwight, of the Bible House at Constantinople, inclosing an 
extract from a letter of the for. C. S. Sanders, of the Bible House Alissioii at 
Ourfa, testifying to the skill and ability shown by Mr. Fitzmaurico during the labours 
of the Commission at. Bircjik and Ourfa. 

I desire at the same time to add my testimony to tiie value of Mr. Fit/maurico’s 
services, and to the courage shown by him in a situation of considerable danger. ’L'ho 
task confided to him was one of groat difflculty, and the successful execution of his 
mission is worthy of high, praise. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 18. 
lieu. H. Dwight to Sir P. Currie. 

*‘ r ' Bible House, Constantinople, September 21, 18U0. 

ALLOW me lo melose to your Excellency, as a matter of information, an extract 
trom a letter just received from the Rev. 0. S. Sanders, of our .M ission at. Ourfa, which 
expresses high commendation of the abilities of Air. Eitzmaurice. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) U. 0. DAVIGnT. 


fnclosurc 2 in No. 18. 

Her. C. Santlers to lieu. II. Uu iglU. 

(Extract.) Our/</, September 8, 1890. 

I OiLLN wonder if the dangerous nature of tho task confided to Mr. Fitz- 
mnurice has been realized. I doubt very much if persons who have not been in 
places in the interior, away from the stations whore Consuls reside in numbers, have 
any idea how dangerous such an errand is. 

Luo months ago Eirejik was about as hopeless a place to trv such a thing as can 
he conceived, especially as the Christians were utterly without backbone.” They 
would declare to us if met in other places (as in Ourfa) that they were Christians, but 
uouli say that if they mot us in Birejik they would not dare recognizo us, and would 
tell the Moslems that, they were even more Moslem than those originally so. 

ouch was the condition which Mr. Eitzmaurice was asked to face aiul to change. 
. c °orse it is impossible to go into details in writing of such matters: hut it is 
impossiMe not to express tho highest admiration for the persistency, patience, and 
skill with which Mr. hitzmaunco 1ms brought this about. 

As a matter of policy Air. Fitzmaurico has made tho Commission soem prominent. 
Any other policy would have meant instant slaughter to all who turned hack to 
Uiristmmty. But it is no less true that but for Air. Fitzmaurice's skill tho under- 
taking Would have killed utterly. The Birejik Christians recognize thin cordially, and 
manifest tlicir fooling by speaking of Air. Fitzmaurico as •• our second Saviour." ' 
n .°. 8ltuatl0n 1,1 the Ronm Kala Caza, was not so difficult. Here, however, in 
hirra it is much more difficult, because it is impossible to assert hero that the people 
1 ere forced to become Aloslems to ttio degree that it can bo assorted Tor Birejik. Tho 
ork here is not yet finished, but it is impossible to speak too highly of Air. Fitz- 
mauriees efforts to bring it to a successful close. J 
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Chri^^ 

^of l *^o^ .,^1^ who ^ i 

"' ha 'lt "encnTsituaiion is very bad great trouble may yet «»me. it 

docs come, it will not bn because Mr. Fitzmauncc lias not done all ill the ponei or 
any man to avert it. 


No. 19. 


Sir l'. Currie; to the Marques! of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 


(No. 770.) Therapiu, September 20, 1890. 

• Tilt: Minister of Police lias informed Mr. Mariuitcli that, in spite of the 
.1 ( t j „■ „i vl ,„ i,ytUe police authorities, the poorer Armenian porters and labourers 

in View of the hostile attitude of their Mussulman corn- 
■petit .IS (principally Kurds), and that lie lias consented to allow those amon„ them 
W i.hed to leave for the provinces or abroad. , . 

The Head of the Passport Office has consequently been instructed to issue pass- 
ports to all Armenians applying for thorn through nor Majesty's Consulate on produe- 
lion of n “ linmidid ” (certificate of registration). , . ... . 

Those whose «• hamidUV- have been lost during the recent disturbances w, .also 
receive passports on Mr. Wrench's making an official declaration to that effect the 
list furnished bv him to the Passport Offico. . 

Passports will be withheld from any Armenians who arc known to the police to 
have been mixed up in the recent revolutionary proceedings. 

Nazim Pasha has dcclarod emphatically that all well-to-do Armenians arc perfectly 
at liberty to leave the country as heretofore, and that the necessary orders have been 
given to the Passport Office. lie merely advises some of them to postpone then 
itcnnrture in order not to increase the prevailing uneasiness. 

‘ llis Hxcellcncv further informed Mr. Mariuitcli that lie learnt with regret, from 
various sources, that in spite of his repeated orders to the contrary, 

1 . ii... dqI ii>e arresting innocent Armenians on more suspicion, and rclusin, to 
° t Z7 h«U wSu ,, nmnt of backsheesh. Nazim Pasha added that be took very 
severe measures for punishing the culprit,, and requested to be informed oi any suef. 
cases which might be brought to the notice of Her Majesty s Embassy. 

(Signed) ' PHILIP CU11EIE. 


No. 20. 

Sir l’. Currie to the Marquess of Sulisbuiq. — (Received October 5.) 


Ir’ 0 r^V Therapiu, September 29,1896. 

• V WITH reference to my despatch No. 759 of the 24th instant, I. have the honour 
to transmit to°yom? Lordship Lewith copy of a Table drown up by.Mr Devey, 
showing the prisoners sentenced or being tried by the Special Tribunal instituted 
connection with the recent massacres. ^ have Scq 

(Signed) mV °’ PHILIP CUUR1K. 


Table showing the Prisoners sentenced or being tried by the 8pccial Tribunal instituted in connection with the recent Massacres. 
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Hoosep, son < 
Q A policeman 
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No. 21. 

Sir P. Currie to llie Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

Mvl/nd^ Constantinople, September 80, 1800. 

' | HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Musli, reporting a conversa¬ 
tion with Shakir l’asha on the state of affairs in that district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 21. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir P- Currie . 

o- Mush, September 15, 1896. 

‘ ir ’ 1 HAVE the honour to report that the Commission of Superintendence under 
Shakir Pasha left for llitlis on the 11th instant. It was to stay m Bitlis only a day 
or two and then proceed to Van. Shakir Pasha proposed to remain some weeks in 
the Van Vilayet and then return to Jlitlis. I hope to converse with him in Bitlis on 
the affnirs of'this vilayet more fully than l have yet done. 

1 had a conversation with him here on the 10th instant. _ 

lie said that in Mush the prison itself was unsatisfactory, hut that tho Governor 
of the prison and his staff were working satisfactorily, and that there' 1 ''te??* *?f „f 
lo he any prisoners who were being detained improperly or for an undue length ot 

° These statements are in general confirmed by what I have heard from an inde¬ 
pendent and trustworthy source. _, . 

The Judicial Inspectors have not yet been in Mush, hut are expected to come 

simltir Paslm said ho had decided that there should be three naliids in the Caza of 
Mush. The election iff Mudirs would lie proceeded with in accordance with the scheme 
of reforms as soon as his decision was confirmed in Constantinople. He said that. his 
arrangement complied with the rule that no village in a unhid should be at morei than 
three hours’distance from the central place ot the Mudirs Administration, and he 
further said that an advantage of economy would he secured by having only three 

nahids instead of a large number (see Mr. Vice-Consul Uampson s despatch of 

the 10th .Tune last). I may mention that the Armenians also seem to think that a 
lame number of nahids would be only a burden. ,■ ... 

II is Excellency dwelt on the confusion that he had found m the finances of the 
sandink. He said' there 28,000,000 piastres or arrears of taxes for tho saudjak, 
including 1,500,000 piastres for the town of Mush alone. He would suggest that the 
population might be set to construct much needed public works, such as bridges and 
Government buildings, so that out of their wages they might clear off arrears. 

lie would make arrangements that gendarmes should no longer he employed in 
collecting taxes. In this connection I may mention that some more tahsildars, 
including some Christians, have been appointed within the last few weeks (sco 
Mr. llampson’s despatch of the 1st dune last). . . . ... 

He said that the Bekivnnli Kurils—tho only nomads who had been giving trouble 
in this saudjak of late—had already been quietly escorted out of the sandjak by 
ft sufficient military force. This statement appears to ho substantially true 

He said the moment was not thought opportune for the appointment ot Christian 
Moavins in this saudjak. lie had decided that 2(1 per cont. of the gendarmerie 
should he Christian, and that vacancies in the goiidarmerio should be tilled by 
Christians as tliov occurred until this percentage was reached. 

The question of Christian gendarmes is, however, still pending here, and as 
it seems to illustrate the manner in which the authorities of tho sandjak are dealing 
with lhe reform scheme, I venture to give the following details, iliey are, I heliove, 
aecura! . though derived from a source which might be suspected of partiality . -- 

ti uppeii!'- that a Committee of the " blare Medjliss" of the sandjak was termed 
lo deal with tho enrolment of Christian gendarmes, the Committee consisting of tin’ 
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Mutessarif, a Mussulman member of tho Medjliss, and Ohanncs Aga, the outspoken 
and intrepid Armenian member (see Mr. llampson’s despatch of the 12th May last). 

On the lOtli instant Ohnnnes Aga was called upon by the Mutessarif to sigu 
a Mazbata stating that 26 per cent, of tho gendarmerie should be Christian, 
“according to tho proportion between the populations of the sandjak." llo refused to 
sign, as the true proportion was at least 30 per cent. Christian. Shakir Paslm ordered 
another and more comprehensive Mazbata to he substituted for the one which 
Ohannos refused to sign, and on the 12th instant a long Mazbata was brought to 
Ohanncs less than an hour before the departure of the post for Bitlis. He said 
ho must read it before signing, but ho was told ho must sign it on trust, as the 
Mussulman member of the Committee bail done. Ho declined to do so, and 
thereupon the Mutessarif told him he was dismissed from his position as member of 
the Medjliss anil of the Committco. 

lie replied that he was very glad to he relieved of his functions, and withdrew, 
and the signature of another Armenian, Avedis Aga, a poor and insignificant person, 
was obtained, quite irregularly as it would seem, and so tho Mazbata was sent off to 
Bitlis. 

M hat is in the Mazbata no one seems to know except the Mutessarif and his 
Secretary. It is supposed to contain provisions for the nomination of tahsildars and 
gendarmes. 

Large numbers of Armenians are, it seems, anxious to become gendarmes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. II. MONAHAN. 

P.8.—According to Shakir Pasha stringent orders liavo been received by the civil 
and military authorities hero since recent events in Constantinople to repress any 
disturbance with severity and impartiality. So far as I can learn, all seems quiet here 
at present, 

,1. H. M. 


No. 22. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 779. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 30, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Erzeroum, reporting Jl. Prjd- 
valsky’s observations oil Shakir Pasha’s Mission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PniLIP OURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 22. 

Consul Groves to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Erzeroum, September 17,1890. 

THE following particulars as to Shakir Pasha’s movements since lie left 
Erzeroum on the 2nd May Inst, which I have gathered in the course of conversation 
from M. Prjevalsky of the Russian Consulate-General here, may prove of interest to 
your Excellency. M. Prjdvnlsky accompanied Shakir Pasha to Erzinghinn, and subse¬ 
quently to Sims, Malatia, and Kharput, returning thence somewhat unoxiieetodly to 
Erzeroum. 

On my inquiring why tho original programme had not been adhered to, according to 
which Shakir was to have proceeded from Krzingkian direct to Kharput, and thence 
to Van or Diarlmkir, he replied that one reason was certainly the difllcullv of providin'- 
for the heavy expenses of the Mission, amounting to at least C T. 1,500 n-month in 
the more impoverished provinces. They remained nearly a month at Erzinghinn 
awaiting funds, and left as soon as they hud boon received, ft was known that the 
disordered state of tho Kharput finances made it unlikely that monoy would lie forth¬ 
coming there, so it was decided to visit Sivas first, where Shakir Pasha spoilt another 









i „„ schemes for the formation of nahic-s, and for other 

Mu, brs,i 

finilin" money there, and to tiro certainty that none would be forthcoming 

anees^vhiclfl?^kwrv t^iodlinmt'^^ib>b"<tp a an^foi^whi^b^'^mighVho held resjioii- 
sil>le 11 is experiences of that nature at Krzeroum had been enough for him, and he 

the 17thOctober 1895, and that liis attitude towards the Armenians in particular is 
unsviniiatheltc anil even cynical. To quote his own words, the only result obtained. so 
far has 1 been the appointment of certain Christian Moavms, whose position is such that 

thinks, with a considerable show of reason) that the lawless bc '‘ av ‘ < ’, , ‘'' ?! to£ 
was due in the fn-st instance to their extreme poverty, and, secondly, to the uau 
irdueiice of certain or their chiefs. He therefore brought forward a eounU-r-proposal 
to push forward small columns of troops during the summer, charged lo em e c 
construction of roads, upon which remunerative work for rcady-money waws wodd 
he olfered to the inhabitants, who might thus he weaned from tho Prwtias of m g 
•md brigandage; at the same time small garrisons were to hcestahhshcdal various 
strategic noints for the purpose of holding in check, and breaking the power, ol the 
more daimcrous Chiefs ; and the cost of tiiesc operations was estimated by the Muslim 
•It r t'ioo 000 Whichever method had been adopted, a large expenditure of money 
inevitable, and none was to he bad, so that eventually it was found expedient to 
nostpone all action until “ next year,” a course which was favoured also h> the \ aU 
},f Kharput, in whose province the Denim lies, and who may have boon influenced 
|,v the visit lo Kharput of some of the leading Dersmi Chiefs, whose representation , 
rumour savs, were not unsupported by a handsome pecuniary consideration. 

• 1 nave, etc. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


No. 23. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

Mv Lo^ Constantinople, September 30, 1800. 

I H AVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from llor Majesty 1 !, Vice-Consul at Siyas, ^mg three 
villages have been looted near Divrigh, and giving sorao further details ot the Lgum 
massacre. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP OURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 23. 


Vice-Consul Bulman to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Sivas, September 23, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report, in confirmation of my telegram, that the villages 
Pinguian, Kcsme, and Zimara, in the neighbourhood of Divrigh, were attacked and 
looted by Kurds who had crossed from the Kharput Vilayet after the massacre at 
Eguin. I have no accurate information as yet as to numbers killed. The Vali 
states about sixty, and from other sources I believe that the number I gave in my 
telegram, viz., 100, is not exaggerated. A Turk who arrived here from the Kharput 
Vilayet, and was present at Eguin during the massacre last. Wednesday, gives the 
following details: A dispute occurred between a Turk and Armenian about some 
small sum of money, and a crowd collected. The Armenian then paid the money, hut 
threats were made by the Turks, owing to which the Armenians were afraid to open 
their shops the following day. During the day three Armenians were passing through 
the bazaar, when they were ordered to stop by some soldiers. They did not. The 
soldiers then shot the three. The other Armenians fled from the town in considerable 
numbers. The Kaiuiakam then telegraphed that the Armenians had risen in arms, 
and received an answer authorizing him to massacre them. On the following day the 
soldiers wore let loose, and killed every one (male) over 12 years of age, except a few 
hundreds who had fled. Some Kurds then arrived, hut did nothing beyond looting 
anything left, and every house was ransacked for loot two or three times. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. BULMAN. 


No. 24. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 783.) 

% Lord, Constantinople, September 30, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 771 of the 28th September, 1 have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received 
from Her Majesty’s Consul acting at Angora, giving further details as to the attack by 
Turks on Armenians at Angora. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 24. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Angora, September 24, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 21st instant, reporting an attack made by 
the Turks of this town on the Armenians, which, however, had been repulsed and the 
movement in general suppressed owing to the promptness and energy displayed by the 
Vali, 1 have now the honour to inform your Excellency that His Imperial Majesty the 
Sultan has conferred upon Towfik Pasha the grand cordon of the Mejidid, together 
with the decoration itself set in brilliants, as a reward for his conduct on that 
occasion. 

I saw the Vali on the 22nd instant, and congratulated him most heartily both on 
his admirable behaviour on the night in question and on the Imperial recognition 
which it had received. 11is Excellency seemed very pleased, more especially at my 
mention of the complete success of * his efforts to quell the disturbance. Ho 
acknowledged that at one time he was very anxious as to the ultimate issue of the 
repeated rushes made by the Turks, but, fortunately, the troops behaved remarkably 
well, hotter, I gathered from him, than the zaptiehs and police, two of the former, I 
hear from another quarter, being under arrest on a charge of having actually 
encouraged some Turks to arm against the Christians. The Vali also stated that hail 
he not been thoroughly prepared at all points for some such incident at that which 
actually happened, he would in all probability have been quite unable to hold 
his own. 

H 
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As regards the wounded Armenians, only three are still under medieal care, the 
hurts received by the other six (there were nine in all, not fen as previously stated) 

bein'’ of a more or less insignificant character. ,_, 

All Hey, the professor, who raised the alarm by tiring lus revolver four times (not 
m ice as previously stated), is still under arrest, but am given to uudersttad that! e 
will shortly he set at liberty, the explanation which lie offere for lus most "nfortunate 
act being considered by the authorities plausible, and therefore acceptable. -He states 
that in nil the chief towns of liuropean Turkey (lie being a Rounieliote) it is the 
universal practice to raiso the alarm of fire m this way. This, it appears, ““ 

the same time I learn on good authority, m connection with this incident, too facts of 
which I was previously ignorant. In the first place Ah Bey did not fire oil lus 
revolver in front of the burning house, as stated by me in the pre™ 1 ' 8 despatch, nor 
in tho second, did he did so at the commencement of the firc. At the time be ared b< 
was close to his own house, which is some 200 paces oft the scene of tho conflagration, 
the latter having then been in progress fully three-quarters of an-hour. Tn fact, it is 
very generally whispered about that Ali Bey knew perfectly well what was likely to 
be tho result of his firing, and he is only too disappointed at tho failure of lus scheme. 
The authorities, however, more especially the Vail, who, I should mention, assured in 
that Ali Bey was drunk that evening, do not, for reasons which will be easily 
understood, take this view of the ease. , . . , , , . • 

Vasfi Bev, who killed the Turk as reported in the previous despatch, is still n 
confinement, being, according to the statement of his medical attendant, practically 
mad—at all events for the time being. 

4s regards the Turkish aggressors, I am assured that thirty or thirty-fno llf tllcn J 
are in prison, the Yuli being unable to state tho exact number on the ground that 
even dav fresh arrests arc being made. His Excellency, I am glad to sav, appeals 
determined to make an example of these men in the hope that there may be no more 
similar trouble in the future. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 25. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received October 5.) 


<“> Therapia , September 30, 1896. 

' I HAVE tho honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a translation of a 
statement prepared in- the Armenian Reform Commission, and given to the chief 
Dragoman of this Embassy, ns well as a Memorandum by Mr. Block on the same. 
It would appear that this document was drawn up by the Sultans order to show mo 
what progress lmd been made in the execution of the reforms. 

The only reform which has really boon executed since the appointment of tho 
Commission ten months ago is the nomination of Christian assistants to \ alls. 

In my representations to the Porto and to the Commission I am laying particular 
stress on the taxation clauses, as the levy of taxes by the police under the old system 
inflicts great, suffering on tlioso largo districts which have been reduced to destitution. 

I have, «c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Incloauro 1 in No. 26. 

Memorandum by Mr. lilock. 

( EX TlN0L0SE herewith a translation of a document given to me by the Commis¬ 
sion for Armenian Reforms, showing the result of their work since tho constitution ot 
tho Commission some ton months ago. 

The Sultan had caused me to be informed that this document would be prepared 
speciallv to show vour Excellency the progress that had lieen made in this question. 
September 30.* 1890. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 

Summary of Action taken so far as regards the Reforms decided upon for the Vilayets of 
Erseroum , Van, Bitlis, Diarbekir, Kharput, and Sivas. 

(Translation.) - 

Article 1 .—Mouavins of Valis. 

MOUAVINS to Valis were appointed on the 13th and 20th December, 1.311. 
Article 2 .—Mouavins to Mutessarifs and Kaimakams. 

Upon the Mazbata drawn up after examination by the Commission on tho 
29th May, 1312, as to what places Mouavins should ho appointed to, according to tho 
number of the inhabitants, certain communications were exchanged on the point with 
the local authorities and the Inspector-General. The task of appointing such 
Mouavins as might be necessary in the places so far decided upon was referred to tho 
Ministry of the Interior on the 22nd August, 1312, as the Commission was 
informed. 


Articles 3 and 4.— Katmakams. 

Upon the appointment of the Commission tho circumstances, action, and capacity 
of the Kaimakams employed in the six vilayets were examined through the Inspector- 
General. Up to the present thirty-two persons have been designated to replace certain 
Kaimakams whom it was found necessary to change. The documents and service 
records of these having been examined by the Commission, nineteen who were found 
suitable were appointed. The rest were rejected, and others appointed. As to the 
appointment of non-Moslem Kaimakams, certain communications passed with the 
Inspector-General upon the Mazbata presented on the 22nd April, 1312, and a 
Mazbata as to the necessity of such appointment was presented on the 22nd July, 

Article 6 .—Officials of the Administration . 

Instructions were sent on tho 9th April, 1312, to tho Ministry of the Interior, 
tho Valis, and the Inspector-General, to the effect that after the Commission had 
established the relative proportion of tho inhabitants in each vilayet, non-Mussulmans of 
the requisite capacity were to bo appointed as posts fell vacant, and that these Articles 
were to be carried out. The Inspector-General has reported, in reply, that at Erzeroum 
certain officials have been appointed. Fresh orders have been sent to the Valis, dated 
the 21th August, 1312, directing thorn to insert, in their monthly Reports which tho 
Commission has decided should be sent to it, what has been done so far, what appoint¬ 
ments fell vacant, how they have been filled up, and in general, at the end of each 
Article of the Reforms, a summary of what has been done. The numbers of non- 
Moslem police and gendarmes arc fixed as tho lists are received. 


Article 0 .—Administrative Councils in Sandjuks and Cazas. 

Although the Inspector-General has reported, in answer to an inquiry, that tlicso 
Councils actually exist in accordance with the Article, tho Valis were instructed on tho 
20th March and 4th May, 1312, to see that tho election and appointment of tho 
elected members and the fixing of their duties were carried out in complete accord 
with tho Regulations, and the Inspector-General was ordered to superintend and report 
to the Commission. A further instruction to report what has been done so far was 
sent on the 28th August, 1312. 


Articles 7-16 .—Formation of Nnhie's. 

As tho formation of naliies depends, in the first instance, on the fixing of tho 
villages which are to eomfJbse them, instructions wore sent to the Valis on tho Mth 
and 31st December, 1311, to prepare and send in Tables showing tho number of 
villages in each imhie, their distances, number of houses, and of inhabitants, Moslem 
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and non-Moslem; and after that to proceed to fix upon tlio nahifa. Orders were sent 
on the 17th duly, and the 12th August, 1312, to the local authorities to proceed to tho 
formation of nahids on the basis of the Tables scnt in from Erzeroum an.l Dim> ckir 
these having previously been oxuinmcd liy tho Commission. As to h-baront and 
Sivas, the local authorities reported, on the 11th March and 27th April, 1.U-, that 
they had begun to fix upon and form the nalues, hut the tables have not jet. been 
received, and fresh orders having several times been sent, a reply has now been 1 - 0 ^ 1 ^ 
that they will lie forwarded. Tho Tables from Ihths being found to deficient ere 
returned with an instruction to send fresh ones on the 2Gth June, 
again been called for twice. As to Van, 11 Vlzirial teskereh, dated the 0th Ma} ,13X2, 
has been received by the Commission, stating that 111 view of certain considerations 
pointed out by the Vali and Inspcctor-Gcncial, the local authorities had been instructed 
that the formation of nuliids should he carried out gradually. Urn Commission was 
informed on the 22nd May, 1312, that the salaries to bo paid by the State in the nahids 
to be formed were: Mmlirs, 230 piastres and clerks 130 piastres. 1 lie Inspector- 
General lias been instructed that though the villages have Moukhtars at present. 
Article 15 must he carried out after the formation of the nalues. 


Articles 17 and 18.- Councils of Ancients. 

Although the Inspector-General has reported that Councils of Ancients exist in 
th,. villages 3 vet as their functions of Justices of the Peace are not properly earned 
out, the ^ Ministry of Justice was requested, 011 tho 20th April, 1312, to draw up 
Regulations for the judicial functions of the Councils of Ancients, both in nahids 
and villages, to he given to them when the formation of the nahid Counctls is 
terminated. 

Article 19 .—Judicial Inspectors. 

Thesowore appointed on the 30th November, 1311, and the 24th January, 1311 [sic], 
and in order to insure the execution of the Article 111 question, copies of the llepoits 
which the Inspectors are required by law to send to the Ministry ot 
three months, and the lists showing tho number of eases in course of scttluneiitwill 
he forwarded to the Commission, who will also bo informed of the action taken thereupon 
liy the Ministry. Such Reports as liavo already been sent m arc now being dealt 
with. 

Article 20 .—Formation of Police. 

Lists drawn up by tho Inspector-General showing the number, amount appro- 
printed, and proportion*, after these had been agreed to by the Commission, and stating 
the names and places of the officers and privates, Moslem and non-Moslem, have been 
received bv tho Commission from Sivas on the 5th August, Irom Diarbekir on the 
9lh July, and from Bitlis on the 27th June. These are being preserved. Irom 
ISrzoroum a report was received dated the 20th July, 1312, stating that four places had 
not vet been (tiled up, hut tliat as soon as they were, the lists would bo sent in. lor 
Kharput, the number and proportion of police suggested by the authorities had been 
approved bv the Commission, aild a Ma/.lmta was presented on the 11th July, L>1-, 
asking that the local authorities should he instructed to send in the lists. 

Article 21 .—Police in the Nahie’s. 

Tho Inspector-General had previously reported that as the number of these 
would be fixed after the formation of the nahids, they should be appointed when the 
nahids are fixed upon. As tho nahids in Erzeroum and lharbekir have been fixed, he 
was, Oil the 0th July, 1312, instructed to appoint the police. 

Articles 22 and 23.—Gendarmes. 

The gendarmerie of each vilayet has been reorganized in accordance with the 
Articles of the schedule of Reforms, and with local requirements, and is 111 course 
of formation after tho lists have been sent hero, aud the proportion and cost examined 
and approved. The gendarmeries were approved by the Commission: for bivas, on 
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the 20th April, 1312; for Diarbokir, on the 10th June, 1312; for Van, on the 19th 
June, 1312, and for Kharput, on tlie 24tli July, 1312. For the Vilayets of Erzeroum 
and Sivas, the Inspector-General reported previously that tho gendarmerie was in 
course of formation, but as it is not yet finished, he was instructed to complete it on 
tho 15th and 29th July, 1312. Orders were sent to Kharput to enrol and employ the 

f endarmcric on the 22nd August, 1312. The list from Bitlis has not yet been received, 
ut has l>cen called for twice, and is now on the road. 


Artiolc 24.— Gardes Champetres. 

Instructions have already been sent to the Valis and the Inspector-General to 
ascertain and report the views of the Councils of Naliife, when formed, for tho appoint¬ 
ment of these; Regulations setting forth their duties have been prepared, and are 
being examined by the Council of State. 

On the 22nd June, 1312, the Inspector-General was asked to report on the fitness 
of the arms and uniforms decided upon for them by the Ministry of War. 


Article 25 .—Prisons and Houses of Detention. 

On the 29th April, 1312, the six Valis aud the judicial authorities were informed, 
after communication with the Ministry of Justice, of the existing Laws and Regula¬ 
tions on prisons and houses of detention, and instructed to see that these were fully 
carried out. The Judicial Inspectors and Inspector-General were also ordered to insert 
in their Reports all that they had witnessed on inspection. 

Tho Reports received from the Judicial Inspectors are being dealt with. 


Article 26 .—Courts of Preliminary Investigations. 


Though the Valis and Inspector-General report that these Courts have been 
formed, it is found that some doubt exists as to their functions. Instructions wore 
accordingly scut to the Valis and the Inspector-General on the 20th and 25th March, 
1312, giving the desired explanations, and ordering that these functions should be 
exercised regularly. Moreover, on the 24th August, 1312, the Judicial Inspectors 
were instructed to inspect them and insert the results in their Reports to the Commis¬ 
sion. 


Article 27 .—Inspection of Kurdish Tribes, 

I he Valis and Inspector-General had previously been instructed as to the 
measures regarding tho journey and return to summer and winter quarters, and the 
replies have been received. From Erzeroum it is reported that these measures were 
carried out at the proper season; from Diarlxekir no Report has yet been received. Tho 
prohibition of carrying arms is found to he insufficient, and it has been decided to 
order Regulations to ho drawn up. 


Article 28 .—Hamidie Cavalry. 

The necessary communications for carrying out this Article have been made, by 
telegraph, by the Forte to the Valis and Inspector-General, by the Minister of War to 
the local Commandants, and by the Ministry of Justice to the Judicial authorities. 
The Ministry of War has reported that the Military Regulations mentioned in another 
Article have been drawn up, and a copy has been sent to the Commission. 


Article 29 .—Commission for the Inspection of Titles to Properly. 

These Commissions have been formed, and two sets of instructions have been 
drawn up by the Property Registry Office defining their duties, as also those of four 
officials to be sent from Constantinople. These are being examined bv tho Commis¬ 
sion. 

L»oi] 


X 
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Article SO—Collection of Taxes. 

Although this Article is in accordance with the Regulations actually followed, 
vet at present there are squadrons of tax collectors among the gendarmes who 
accompany the Moukhtars and Collectors. In order to obviate the interference of 
gendarmes and to insure the complete execution of this Article, these squndro s of 
fax collectors will ho abolished, and special officials employed to accompany the fiscal 
officers for Jhe purpose of collecting. This plan was approved and after ca- 

tio n with the Inspector-General and the V alls, instructions were given that tallies 
showing the number of such officials should he drawn up and sent to the G 
which has received them and reported on the matter in a SIa/.bata dated the 
<ith September, 1312. Regulations prescribing the duties of these officials, the form of 
veecipUo he given by them, the functions of Moukhtars and collectors and m general 
the complete execution of this Article, have been drawn up by the Commission and 
submitted to the Council of Minister?. 


Article $1._ Tithes. Forced Labour. Education limUjet. Hale of Properly. 

•iyv .Uo and the fiscal and judicial authorities have been instructed that the pro¬ 
visions respectin'' tithes . list be fully carried out, and that all who disregard them will 
he held responsible. The Inspector-General has also been ordered to inspect the matter 
and report mi it to the Commission. It has been decided that, a method facilitating 
•ccnursc to the Tribunals for agriculturists shall lie adopted. As the Report 
Iron, I'vero m ou this year's tithes was insufficient, instructions to report hilly on 
tin' n' aitev wero sent on the 22nd August, 1312. I he Report received from he 
Inspeetoi-ticnoval on the methods now in force for forced labour was communicated 
to the Ministry of Public Works on the 9!>ll. May, 1312, with Mn;toww 
out its sii'-'estions and report. As the I nspcetor-Goneral reported that the budgets 
drawn Up bv the Ministry ol’ Public Instruction were insufficient, they ivere sent hack 
on the 1st' April, 1312, and communications as to their modification arc being 
conducted with tile Ministry. Instructions were sent on the -2nd December, MU, to 
the Ministry of Justice to'give the necessary orders to judicial authorities and the 
judicial inspectors as to the property of ratepayers. 


No. 20. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October b.) 


Mv Lord ^ Tlierapia, September 30, 1890. 

* I HAVE the honour to transmit to your' Lordship herewith n despatch which I 
have received from Mr. Vice-Consul Williams respecting the state of the \ uayet 

° f ' T'am bringing to the notice of the Sublime Porte the condition of the Xcstormn 
districts and the complaints about the Knimakam of Shattakh. as reported m this 

despatch^ ]lowever> disposed to press Mr. Williams' suggestion for a change of 
Vuli lie admits that the present occupant of tlic pc t, is a good man, and independent 
information about Saad-cd-Din Pasha, who visited several vilayets as Imperial 
Commissioner before arriving at Van, represents him ns being, m spite of his ability, 
venal and unscrupulous. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURIUM. 
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Inclosurc in No. 26. 
Vice-Consul JVitliams to Sir P. Currie. 


Sir, Van, September 15,1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that during the last few days I have had consider¬ 
able anxiety as to the Ncstoriaus. In June last the Artushi Kurds,a tribe of Nomads, 
raided the villages of Tayari and carried off a large number of sheep. Then there 
was (ho murder of tho Bishops by Sheikh Mahomed Sadik, about which so far no 
serious action has been taken, though I understand there is a frontier Commission of 
some kind now ill Sliimidinan. Besides these matters, the Ururaar and Shikkak, tho 
latter Persian Kurds, have raided the Ncstorian villages in Cawar, and I understand 
that, in consequence of these raids, a large number of the Ncstoriaus of that region 
have temporarily taken refuge in Persia. 1 liavc represented these matters, and have 
been assured that the slice]), &c., would he got liack. Last week, however, tho Tayari 
men, wearied of tho inactivity of the Government, took the law into their own hands 
and attacked tho Kurds, driving off a numher of sheep and cattle and killing some 
men. 

A small raid has also been made on Julamerik, and fifty sheep stolon. Troops 
were at once dispatched with orders to drive hack the Tayari tribesmen, and the. Kurds 
if necessary. On Saturday last, ill consequence of some rattier disquieting news as to 
the instructions sent to the Commander of the troops in those regions, T hail an inter¬ 
view with Saad-ed-Diu Pasha, who, f am thankful to say, is the virtual ruler of Van. 
I pointed out to him, unofficially, that I felt sure that English public opinion would 
view with great concern any ill-judged measures against the Ncstoriaus. lie assured 
me that there was no intention of doing more than preventing the affair from 
spreading, and that the stolen property on either side would be returned. He. also 
added that the Artushi Kurds would ho intercepted on their way hack to Mosul, and 
that ho had already given orders on the subject. However, to make sure, his 
Excellency at once gave orders to one of his Aides-de-camp to proceed to Julamerik to 
watch over matters, and lie promised me that if the affair were not satisfactorily 
arranged lie would go himself. This morning (Tuesday) a telegram was communicated 
to me saying that there was no further danger. The Moavin also told me confidentially 
that it would he all right, now. There remains, however, tho question of this Slicikli, 
who must bo dealt with in some way if there is to be any peace in that portion of tho 
vilayet. 

As regards the Armenian population of the province I have made careful 
inquiries, and have visited some of the cazas. I am of opinion that tho number of 
villagers massacred by tlic Kurds during tho late disturbances at Van amounts to about 
3,500; tlie number of killed ill the town being only 500, in addition, of courso, to tho 
revolutionaries and (hose who went with them, they being practically all destroyed. 
The district of Shattakh suffered most severely, even the houses at the seat of Govern¬ 
ment being nearly all destroyed. The Ka'imakam of that district is most culpable, and 
should most certainly he removed. Tlic villages round Arjisoh have also suffered 
terribly, and I am informed that large numbers of the inhabitants have abandoned 
their homes and tied to Persia. 

As regards tho actual condition of the people, I am of opinion that tho plentiful 
harvest will enable most of them to get through the winter; but the paucity of cattlo 
will sadly reduce tho autumn sowings, thus further pauperizing these poor people, anil 
reducing the amount of taxes which it will ho possible to collect next year. Besides 
the townspeojilc who suffer by the almost total cessation of trade, help, if forthcoming, 
will lie required for the districts of Shattakh and Cartchokan, and also for Mok”, 
which lias not suffered at all, thanks to tho protection afforded by a Kurdish Chief. 
This district and Shattakh are always in trouble, as there is little good land. Tho 
people of Moks are accustomed to seek work at Itiarhokir, while the Shattakh people 
are manufacturers of cloth. Money, however, though it may alleviate suffering, does 
not meet tho case. Those among the Armenians, ill whoso opinion I have most trust, tell 
me that if confidence were once established, tho recuperative power of the people, which 
is very great, would soon manifest itself, and charity would no longer lie necessary. 
The present Vnli, a most estimable man, is unfitted’ by training and constitution to 
rule ovor such a vilayet as Ibis. It is no time for theories. The Armenians aro 
living under the shadow of tho sword. Revolutionaries arc known to bo on tho 
Persian frontier preparing an attack on the Kurds. There aro thnie or four here, and 








only a short lime ago they had the audacity to fire several pistol shots in broad 
daylight ; ,t one of their compatriots in the streets of Van. the hatred of the Kurds 
towards the Christians is intense, and they openly say that they can no longer live 
together. A strong soldier with full powers is required at the head of affairs, and not 
a religious devotee in bad health like our present Vali. Saad-ed-Dm Pasha is here. 
Ue is liked l.v the Turks and feared by the Kurds, w hile the Armenians would gladly 
welcome his appointment. lie is, of course, not perfect, but ho is at all times willing 
to listen to reason. The Moavin and lie are great friends, and they would work welt 
together. 1 feel certain that his appointment, which would probably he favourably 
viewed bv His Imperial Majesty, would he the saving of this vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. IT. WILLIAMS. 


No. 27. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October o.) 

Mv Lord, Therapia, October 1, 1S96. 

' AS your Lordship is aware, the « Jcune Turquie ’’ party have often tried to enlist 
the sympathies of the religious sections of Turkish society liy arguing that the present 
Sultan ought to be deposed from the offlec of Caliph, either on the ground that tho 
ex-Sultan Murad lias recovered his reason, and has a right to resume the functions of 
which he was only provisionally deprived, or on the ground that the office, being 
theoretically elective, may lie taken away by those who conferred it. 

At present a pamphlet is being circulated among the lledjas and Softas of tho 
capital, which professes to contain a series of decisions pronounced by competent 
authorities as to the circumstances under which a Caliph may he deposed or killed. 

I inclose a Memorandum of Mr. Eliot on this work, which appears to have been 
written in the interests of Reslind ElVemli, the present Sultan’s brother, or some of 
the younger Princes, and not in those of the ex-Sultan Murad. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 27. 

Memorandum by Mr. Eliot. 

THE pamphlet describes itself as “ Fetvas issued by the Ulema of Islam," and 
the title-juigc adds that, ns its contents are all based on the Koran, no Moslem lias 
the light to call it seditious, or forbid its introduction into Moslem countries. 

A fetva is a judicial or religiouR opinion given by an authorized person. In 
Arabic-speaking countries any opinion of a Mufti or Kadi is called a fetva, hut in 
Turkey the name is most commonly applied to the decisions of the Shcikh-iil-lslnm, 
whose ollieial residence is called the Fetva-hanosi, or House of l'etvas. The Sheikh-ul- 
Islam, however, has no initiative or discretionary power in issuing fetvas. On a 
question being put to him, lie is hound to cause certain hooks to he searched, and to 
publish the result with his official imprimatur, which makes the decision law in a 
Turkish Sheri Court. He merely guarantees that the fetva gives the opinion of the 
authorities who ought to he consulted oil tho subject, hut ho has no power to express 
his own views, as the Sunnite sect of Mohammednns hold that there is no authority 
living who has a right to form an original opinion on any point of law nud religion, 
and that the collection of traditions called the “Suiinii” is final and complete. The 
Persians, on tho other hand, admit the existence of learned men, called Mujtchids, 
who have the right to oiler an independent opinion. 

From the Sunns, which is exceedingly voluminous, have been compiled 
collections of fetvas for the use of the Sheikh-ul-Islam and other logal functionaries. 
The fetvas in the pamphlet profess to ho extraots from these works, and, if genuine, 
would have at least for lledjas Mbllnhs, &c., almost tho same value ns a fetva of tho 
Sheikh-ul-Islam. They would argue that if any one dared to put the question to tho 
Sheikh, he would have to answer as in the printed fetva. As the Sheikh-ul-Islam is 
merely a creature of the Palace, and has a purely official and not a sacred character, 
lie is usually held in small esteem by those who liavo pretensions to sanctity. 
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I doubt if all the fetvas in the pamphlet would stand searching criticism, as there 
is considerable vagueness in some of the references. I am told, however, that tho 
work is being circulated among the Hcdjas of Stamboul, and that it has found 
especial favour among the Lancing Dervishes, one of whom is said to have taken a 
copy to Reshad Elfcndi, the heir-apparent. 

I append abridged translations of a few of these fetvas. To render them intel¬ 
ligible, X should explain that a fetva generally consists of (1) a carefully prepared 
question, usually contrived so as to admit of tho answer “ Yes ” or “ No (2) of an 
answer which, if it goes beyond theso limits, is usually very lacouio; (3) of references 
to the Snhihu ’1 Bukhari or other works of the Sunua. The question is put in general 
terms, no real names being mentioned. The person complained of is called Zeid, and 
the person who seeks redress Amer, like John Loo and Richard Roe in English law:— 

1. Q. If Zeid, the Commander of the Faithful, causes a state of tilings injurious 
to Moslems and subversive of religion, lias the (Moslem) community the right to 
depose him ?— A. Yes. 

References to the book called Redd-ul-Mukhtar. 

2. Q. If the continuance of Zeid, the Commander of the Faithful, in the office of 
Caliph is disastrous for the nation, and an attempt to depose him would also provoke 
dissension hut still he relatively less harmful than his continuance in office, which is 
likely to bring about the annihilation of tlie nation, may Moslems proceed to depose 
the said Zeid without regard to the dissension which his deposition might produce ?— 
A. They may. 

Quotation from the Redd-ul-Mukhtar. 

3. Q. If the Mussulman world, or a part of it, object to Zeid, the Commander of 
the Faithful, continuing to hold the office of Caliph, is it permissible for Zeid to 
continue to hold that office ?— A. No. 

Reference to tho Hadis. 


Abu Bckr, the first Caliph, said, the day after his election: “ Does any one object 
to me ? If so, I will at once resign.” 

4. Q. If Mussulmans object to Zeid continuing to hold the office of Caliph, and 
Zeid, knowing that they object, does not resign, is it permissible to kill Zeid as an 
usurper r— A. It is necessary. 

Various quotations follow. 

3. Q. If Zeid, the Caliph, leaves tlie straight road and turns asido to violence 
and tyranny, and is thoroforo liated by Moslems and knows ho is so hated, hut, instead 
of resigning as ho ought, surrounds himself with an armed force and creates dissension 
among Moslems, what ought the Moslems to do r — . 1 . They ought to arm themselves 
and exterminate him and the crew who surround him. 

This fetva is not supported by quotations, and probably could not bo. 

. , (Signed)' C. N. E. ELIOT. 

October 1, 1890. 


No. 28. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 788.) 

M y , Therapia, October 1, 1890. 

A11UU l ten days ago it appeared that the Sultan was desirous of coining to 
terms with Ins Armenian subjects and of granting them certain concessions. It was 
arranged through Artin Pasha that a loyal Address should be presented by the 
Armenian Notables and clergymen, in return for which Mis Imperial Majesty would 
promulgate and execute the reforms. Mopes were also held out of a general 
amnesty. ® 

00 ., * *1° Address (transmitted to your Lordship in my despatch No. 708 of the 
28th September) was duly presented with 200 signatures, but at the last 
moment other counsels prevailed. It would appear that it was decided on the 
alternoon o! the 21st September to immediately appoint Christian adjoints to 
the Mutes8anfs und Christian Kaimakams and to publish an official Notification to 
this cllect in the newspapers of the 22nd. In the evening, however, the Sultan 
reversed Ins previous orders, no Notification was published, and the Armenian 
community were informed that a further expression of loyalty and contrition was 
necessary. I here is every indication that Mis Majesty has determined to make no 












concessions whatever and to force the Armenians into entire and unconditional 

S " bm A new feature which has appeared in the last few days is the arbitrary arrest 
without warrant or atvv specific accusation, of wealthy Armenians. Hitherto the 
oolicc hail occupied itself almost exclusively with the porters and other members 
ol The p orer class, but now some thirty bankers and merchants have been 
unexpectedly arrested, and are detained at the Ministry of Police. 1 he bes known 
is a cenaTn Apik Eflcndi Oungian, who had transacted much important financial 
business for [lie Government. Some of my colleagues are inclined to believe that 
,1 . ,, of ,[ lcso arrests is chiefly lo levy blackmail, and even assert that the 
Grind* Vizier has demanded 30,000/ ransom from Apik'Bffendi. 1 am, however, 
disposed to think that the action of the authorities aims chiefly at spreading terror 
a alma all classes of Armenians. Probably, all the persons arrested had received 
bat rs from the Hintclmg or other Societies, demanding sjibseriptions. whit-h cannot 
IV,'lv be considered as a proof that they sympathized with those Hollies. 

Meanwhile the /ociim tenens o: the Patriarchate and a small section ot tile 
\. : „j in conuminitv headed bv Uourian F.ffendi are prepared to submit to the 
'-•ill ui without any equivalent such as the execution ol rcfnrms or election or a 
Pitrinrdn rhough ‘this party are hated by all sections of Armenians and 
openly railed traitors, their influence seems to be m the ascendant at the present 

,n,,mc,,t - I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CLRR1E. 


No. 20. 

Sir /’. Currie lo the Xttnptm of Sdlifbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(K°. 789.) Tberapia, October 1, 1896. 

y wrfn reference to my despatch Xo. 788 of the 16th September, l have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a third letter winch I have 
received from the Armenian Uevolutionnry Society called ‘ IJaehnaktzoutune. 

(Signed) PHim>CUIUUE 


Inclosurc in No. 20. 

Letter addressed to Sir P. Currie b>J Ibe Armenian Revolutionary Society called 
“ Dachnaktzoutunc. 

pfya, le IS (30) September, 1896. 

Excellence, cont inue„t; les Tribunal,x d'injusUco s’acquittent fort biou do 

!eur dmmi? "<“nau„n des Armdniensles cnehots son! engorges de uulhers 

«• (M,ro ^ 

5;:~ r«« *“ •»«* A *■ >° 

E ° Un w!'s avoir lance noire Proclamation du 11 (26) Aoitt ot notre office on date 

|mlri v m , s aavions trbs bion ipi'on n'aurait pa dans u» href <161ni aocomplir Piinpor. 
tunb'S idfornies, aussi avons nous v "XtC[veU,"TSdthSIdn| , bl innocents 

cTm^metmups tPcS&r Emigration',!,... avoc I'hivcr qui s'a, M .n»el,c a 

unc mort certaine In plupart du cos malheurcux eiiarea. 
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Tl^las! pas uno seulc mesure, cxceptd pcut-6trc, Pcxposition des bombes A 
Tophand, pour niguiscr davantage le fanatisme acs Musulmans. 

Aussi croyons-nous de notre devoir dc signaler, pour la derni&rc fois, A 
Pattention de voire Excellence quo e’est imminemment dangereux de joucr avec les 
dcstindes d’unc nation bcaucoup plus antique efc beaucoup plus civilisde que ses 
a^rcsscurs, ct arriv<5c ddjit au bout dc sa patience sdoulairo. Ce n’est pas une menace, 
c*est uno loi historiquo qu’il ne faut pas dddaigner. 

Nous, gens d’action, nous avons toujours prdfdre l’oeuvrc A la parole. Notre 
dernier mot. Vous l’ave/. dans notre Proclamation. 

(Seal.) 

P.S.—Nous croyons de notre devoir dc rdfuter catdgoriquemcnt que jamais les 
Edddralistes n’ont manifesto aucune intention de fairo sauter les Ambassades de 
Constantinople comme sc plaisent A rdpandre les journaux Armdnophobes; l'absurditd 
de la nouvcllo cst trop dvridente pour la discuter, vu que jusqu’A present nous avons 
toujours nourri quelques espdrances dans Pintervention de l’Europc aux affaires 
(PArmdiiie. 


No. 30. 

Sir F. Lasccllrs to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 301. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Berlin , October 1,1890. 

IN a conversation I lmd on tlio 29th ultimo with Baron von Marschall, his 
Excellency alluded to the agitation in England on the Armenian question. A similar 
agitation had been started in Germany, hut he very much doubted whether it would 
in any way advance.the cause of the Armenians, lie thought that violent abuse of 
the Sultan was more likely to indispose him towards the Armenians, and speeches 
such as Mr. Gladstone had recently delivered did not afford any practical solution of 
the question. Personally, he was of opinion that the Armenian Committees were very 
greatly to blame, as, by their revolutionary proceedings, they had brought about the 
recent massacres in Constantinople Horrible as those massacres had been, it would 
seem that the Sultan was still master of the situation, and his orders had been at once 
obeyed when he had made up his mind to rcstoro order; but ho had employed a most 
dangerous weapon when he appealed to the fanaticism of the Mussulman population. 
It was true that in the present instance the fanaticism was rather of a national than 
of a religious character, and was directed against the Armenians in respect of their 
nationality and not in respect of thoir religion, but if the fanatical feeling of the 
Mussulman population were once seriously excited, there would he the danger of its 
extending to all Christians without respect of nationality, and even of being turned 
against the Sultan himself. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


No. 31. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sit P. Currie. 

(No. 282.) 

Sir, Foreiyn Office , October 5, 1896. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 721 of the 11th ultimo, 
forwarding copies of despatches from the Acting British Consul at Jeddah relative 
to robberies committed by Bedouins on the Mecca road. 

Mr. Mohammed Husain calls attention to the growing insecurity of the road, and 
states that no notice is taken by the Vali of the lledjaz of letters addressod to him by 
the Consulate in regard to the claims of British Indians who have been robbed by the 
Bedouins, and other matters concerning British subjects. 

1 should wish your Excellency to address an earnest remonstrance to the 
Turkish Government on the subject of the attitude of Ahmed Ratih Pasha. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 32. 

The Marquess of Salisbury lo Sir P. Currie. 

Sir°. 2. ) Foreign Office, October 0, 1896. 

’ I HAVE received Sir. Herbert's despatch No. 683 of the 29th August relative to 
the state of alfairs in the Hedjaz. . .. 

I request your Excellency to inform Mr. Alban that I havo read with interest his 
excellent report on the situation in that province. 

X am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 33. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 


(N i. 2J .) Foreign Office, October 7, 1896. 

I 1IAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 757 of the 23rd ultimo, 
inclosing a copy of a despatch from the British Vice-Consul at Komah relative to the 
expulsion of a number of Armenian families from the village of Silla. . 

I should he glad to he informed whether you have had an opportunity of making 
representations to the Turkish Government on this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 31. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r ^ Foreign Office, October 8,1896. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 775 of the 29th ultimo calling 
attention to Mr. Eitzmauriec’s services in connection with the Commission of Inquiry 
into tlio forced conversions of Armenians to the Moslem religion. 

L fully recognize the excellence of the work accomplished by Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
and I request you to inform him that Her Majesty’s Government much appreciate the 
services he has rendered. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 35. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 9.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople , October 9,1896, 11 16 a.m. 

THE Acting British Consul at Aleppo t olographs that lie has received information 
that the situation at Aintab is again very serious. The Vuli assures him that all 
necessary steps have been taken to prevent disorders, and the Musliir has been sent 
there for this purpose. 
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No. 36. 

Consul Alvarez to the Marquess of Salisbury .—(Received October 10.) 


(No. 90.) 

My Lord, Benghazi/. October 2, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report that three or four days ago tiie Armenians whose 
names are given helow were sent for to the Castle, and informed by the Chief Commis¬ 
sioner of Police that, in consequence of orders received from Constantinople to that 
effect, they were required to quit Bengliazy by the first opportunity (a week being the 
extreme limit of time granted thorn to wind up their affairs), and not to remain 
upon Ottoman soil. They all, with tlio exception of one of them, Agliob, son of 
Kircor, who has been established here for some time, consented to leave Bengliazy by 
the first steamer of the Courjy line calling at this port. Agliob refused to do so, 
saving that he had money due to him, which would require, at the very least, a 
fortnight to obtain, and that he would require time in which to dispose of his stock of 
goodsT lie was thereupon arrested. The police sealed up his shop, and lie was 
detained until to-day, when ho was released on binding himself to lcavo Bengliazy by 
tlio next steamer in a week’s tirno. The other Armenians, who leave for Canea to-day, 
havo, I believe, inhabited Bengliazy only since the massacre at Constantinople of last 
year, or that of Canea in May last, and had hitherto escaped the wave of persecution 
to which their fellow countrymen have been subjected in Turkey. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JUSTIN ALVAREZ. 


List of Armenians who have been expelled from Bengliazy and from Ottoman soil. 

1. Aghob, «on of Kircor, age 30, mercer. 

2. Avcdis, „ „ „ 20, hawker. 

3. Boghos, „ „ „ 17, „ 

The above three are brother*. 

4. Stepan, son of Kircor. ngo 20, grocer. 

No relation of the three preceding. 

5. Avedis, son of Kevork, nge 18, grocer,] . , 

6. Nerses, „ „ 16 , „ ) 

7. Pnssegh Eisayan, nge 25, denier in print*. 


No. 37. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 790.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 6, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I havo received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Jeddah reporting on the 
unsafe state of the roads in the Iledjaz and on fresh robberies which have been 
committed in the district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 37. 

Acting Consul Mohammed Husain to Sir P. Currie. 

Si**. Jeddah, September 16, 1896. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 17tli ultimo I have the honour to state that 
the state of tlio roads in the Hedjaz, without a single exception, is getting so unsafe 
that communication has become quite impossible in certain parts of the country, and, 
consequently, the provisions are selliug at a famine rate. Since I reported last about 
this matter several robberies have been committed on the roads between Jeddah and 
Mecca. But the atrocities committed by the robbers in the two robberies which took 
[901] L 






place on tlic 2nd and 11th instant have no parallel in the past. The place of 
occurrence in tlic first instance was very near to Mecca, and the caravan of fourteen 
camels carrying almost all Indian pilgrims was attacked hy a largo hand of Bedouins. 

The night lining very dark, owing to its being cloudy, the robbers were not scon 
and even not suspected by the passengers when of a sudden the robbers, who were 
hidden hy the side of the road, made a sudden rush, and the passengers (many of 
whom were sleeping) riding in shugdufs found themselves within the grasp of one 
or two of tlie Bedouins who had jumped into each of the shugdufs with drawn 
scimitars The passengers being quite helpless in the hands of these merciless ruffians 
were stripped of everything, and some who offered any resistance were severely cut 
and mutilated. The t wo eamelmcn who were with the caravan absconded at the time 
of attack, and were not seen hy the passengers till the next day. Some ot the Indian 
pilgrims who came to this Consulate to complain about the treatment they had 
received at the hands of the robbers stated that everything was taken Irom them, 
oven the clothes they were wearing at the time, and all of them, male and female, 
young and old, were left without a slued of clothes on their bodies, and when the 
robbers retired after finishing their task they (passengers) had to search and collect 
the pieces of cloth which were torn and scattered all about t he place in order to conceal 
their nakedness. . .. . . 

Two hours after the occurrence four soldiers came from the tort, which was less 
than a mile from the. place of occurrence and assisted the robbed passengers in 
collecting and securing the camels which were running about, and in the meantime 
some bundles of clothes and other valuables, which, in the confusion, were missed by 
the. robbers, were found and picked up hy tin* soldiers. These bundles, though 
repeatedly asked lor by their owners, were not given to them, and were taken away hy 
th<* soldiers to the fort. . .. 

I have sent the petition of the pilgrims who were robbed and beaten m tins 
robbery to the Knimakam, stating the loss of each pilgrim separately, and have also 
wired and written to his Excellency the Governor-General of the Hedjaz, but have 
received no reply. . 

The second robbery which took place on the lltli instant on the same road was 
also of the same nature as described above, with only this dilForencc that the number 
of camels in this caravan were thirty and all the passengers were Javanese and Dutch 
subjects. The robbers w'ere so merciless in their atrocities that they even stripped 
females and young children of all their clothes, and these poor helpless creatures had 
to beg for little pices of clothes to cover their nakedness from the passengers who were 
passing the road the next morning. 

Caravans cannot travel now at night, and the days being very warm the com¬ 
munication between Jeddah and Mecca is stopping altogether. I have come to know 
from the British Indian and other merchants that the road between \ambo and 
Medina is closed for a month, and some of the pilgrims who wanted to go to Medina 
via Yamho had to return to Jeddah on account of the reads being closed. The 
provisions which are to he carried to Medina from Jeddah via Yuralx) are all lying at 
the latter place, and cannot he sent further than that. The necessities of life are • 
selling at extremely high rates at Medina, and it is icared that it the matters continue 
in their present form for a short time there will be great scarcity, and the people will 
die of hunger and starvation. . 

The road between Tail' and Mecca, also, is very unsafe, and 1 have received 
information from reliable source that people cannot travel on that road unless accom¬ 
panied hy a band of hired Bedouins from the liar!) tribe. 

Yesterday I received information from a very respectable British Indian merchant, 
who generally takes contracts for the supplies of provisions for the Turkish troops in 
tin* lledjtps, that a special messenger has arrived from tho Governor of Medina to 
inform the Vali that the provisions at Medina were hardly sufficient for twenty days, 
and unless arrangements were made to send provisions at once the matter will become 


serious. ,, . 

As far as 1 have come to know the cause of all this present trouble is the non¬ 
payment of the indemnity promised by the Turkish authorities to he paid to the 
Bedouins alter their attack on Yamho in June last, when some of tho Bedouins were 
killed in the affray between them and the Turkish soldiers. 

it is Highness the Grand Shercef and the Vali are at Tttif, and the latter lias 
mssumed such an iineourteous attitude hy not replying to communications from this 
Consulate that I feel convinced that it is quite useless to write to him any more for 
.securing the safety of the roads and the payment of damages lor those who are reblied. 
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In conclusion, I have tho honour to state that matters are drifting towards a 
very serious termination, and unless the present Vali, who has sufficiently proved his 
incapacity for rectifying matters and managing tho country, is recalled, and a strong 
and capable man is sent to replace him, matters will go from bad to worse, and it will 
he very difficult to rectify them later on. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. MOHAMMED HUSAIN. 

p.S.—I have tho honour to state that after writing the above a British Indian 
merchant, named .Tamnluddin Kotuh, presented an application for tho compensation 
of the loss sustained hy him owing to his goods, valuing 1,500 rupees, being robbed in 
the robbery which was* committed on the 11th instant, and this application has been 
forwarded to the Vali in the usual way. 

S. M. H. 


No. 38. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 

(No. 791.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , October 5, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at .Jerusalem reporting the 
arrival at .Jerusalem of the ex-Patriarch Ismirlian. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 38. 

Acting Consul Jones to Mr. Herbert. 

Sir, Jerusalem , September 10, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that the ex-Patriarch Mgr. Ismirlian, accompanied 
by a police officer, arrived at Jaffa on the 12th instant by the steam-ship “ Crete,” of 
the “ Idarei Mahsoussd ” Company, and, having been transferred to tho care of the 
Superintendent of Police, who had been sent from Jerusalem by the Governor to take 
over the charge of tho ex-Patriarch on his arrival at that port, proceeded to the 
Armenian convent, where lie was received by the Prior and remained until the 
following day, tho approaches to the building being guarded during the night by a 
cordon of soldiers. 

On the 13th instant Mgr. Ismirlian left Jaffa under the charge of the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police by the afternoon train, arriving in the evening at the Jerusalem 
torminus, whence he was at once taken to tho Armenian Patriarchate. 

I have tlic honour to add that neither here nor at Jalfa was the ex-Patriarch’s 
arrival attended hy any demonstration on the part of the populace. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. FRANCIS JONES. 


No. 39. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. 795.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 5, 1899. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch 
•which I have received from tho Acting British Consul at Aleppo, communicating tho 
text of a warning addressed hy the Vali to the Heads of tho different communities in 
that town, warning all people to abstain from disturbances. Mr. Civtoni adds that this 
speech lias not materially increased the feeling of security among the Christians. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosurc ill Xo. 39. 

Actin'] Consul Catoni to Sir P. Currie. 

gj rj Aleppo, September 19,1896. 

I HAVE Hie honour to report that on Saturday last, the 12th instant, the Vali 
summoned to his oilicinl residence the Mussulman Notables, and afterwards the Heads 
of the clergy of the various Christian communities of Aleppo, and delivered them a 
speech, the substance of which may he summed up as follows 

" Since, from llm beginning of these Armenian troubles, the object and aim of the 
disturbances have been to excite and irritate the Moslems, and to oblige them to rise 
against the Armenians, that it. might he shown that the Armenians are the oppressed 
Victims, while the Moslems are cruel and cowardly, and so to obtain for themselves a 
result both dangerous to the Government and to the country. 

“ Jt is the order of the Sultan that no one intermeddle in any disturbance that 
mav take place. To interfere and prevent such disturbance is only the duty of the 
luilitarv powers and of the Government, and it anyone, through ignorance, should 
interfere, he it known that this action, besides being dangerous, is also contrary to law 
and reason. , . 

“It is also further made known to you that if any one, contrary to these advices 
and recommendations, should lie the cause ot any such disturbance, or should interfere 
in any disturbance that may arise, such an one will he immediately arrested and 
punished. , ,. , , 

"Therefore every one of you must give attention to Ins own employment, and 
must not do anything that will disturb the public peace, and furthermore, you must 
not interfere in military matters, as 1 have already mentioned.” 

Those declarations and warnings of I'a'if Pasha have hcen severely commented on 
by the Christian population here, for past experience proves that similar measures ou 
the part of the Turkish authorities are not sincere, having invariably been followed by 
a rising against the Christians, # 

The horrible examples of Urfa, Marash, Aintab, Killis, &c., where the authorities 
succeeded, through Proclamations, promises, and assurances in disarming the Christians, 
and then not only allowing, but openly participating in their massacre cannot be 
forgotten so soon. . 

The general opinion prevailing here among Christians, and even among right- 
minded Moslems, is that so long as the authors of the recent massacres remain 
unpunished, confidence cannot he restored throughout this vilayet, and a renewal of 
disturbances might occur at any lime. It would bo bullicicnt, lor instance, to expel 
from the country tlm prominent leaders in said massacres, condemning them to penal 
servitude for life, for tlm restoration of order aud confidence among the Christians, 
impressing thus the turbulent element of the Moslem population with the conviction 
that hereafter the “axe” as an instrument for carrying out reforms is not in favour in 
Government circles. 

Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Belfante reports from Alcxandrctta that some 400 recruits 
were lately there awaiting a steamer to carry thorn away, and by their threatening and 
insubordinate attitude had caused considerable anxiety among the Christian population. 
They have, however, been finally embarked for Yomen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. CATONI. 


No. JO. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. 798.) 

My Lord, Voneantinople, October 6,1890. 

' 1 HAVE tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad reporting on tho 
attitude of the Turkish authorities towards tho inhabitants of the Tiyari Mountains. 
1 am again bringing to tho notice of the Sublime Forte tho reports I receive of tho 
condition of the Xestorian community. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) HHUP CU1U1IE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 40. 

Consul-General Mocklcr to Mr. Herbert. 

gi r> Bagdad, September 8, 1890. 

WITH reference to tho reports received from Mr. Bassam, Jiritish Consular 
Agent at Mosul, on the subject of the attitude of tho Turkish authorities towards tho 
inhabitants of the Tiyari Mountains, and reasons for such, forwarded for your 
information with my despatches of the 17th and 20th ultimo, I have tho honour to 
herewith very respectfully forward, for your information, copy (in translation) of a 
further report, dated the 1st instant, from Mr. Bassam, in which he gives the origin 
and basis of his former reports. 

2. Whether his pessimistic views as to the sentiments held by the Turkish 
authorities of Mosul towards tho Ncstorians of Tiyari and others will prove by their 
action to have a just foundation remains to he seen, but I will report to you by 
telegraph any such action so soon as Mr. Itassam informs mo of it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. MOCKLEit. 


Inclosure 2 in Xo. 10. 

Mr. Rassam to Consul-Gencrul Mocklcr. 

Mosul, September 1, 1896. 

1 HAVE tlm honour to report that I have lately been informed that it was 
Boshid Beg, the Amir of the Barwarieh tribes and Mudir of the district of Amadich, 
who, for the keen hatred he hoars against the Ncstorian Christian tribes of Tiyari 
lor their complaints regarding tho injuries and oppressions they have experienced at 
his hands (which I have reported in my letters of the 14th November, 1894, and of 
the 24th September, 1890), lmd informed tlm Wilaiat that about 2,000 armed 
Armenians had gone to the mountains of Tiyari, and he had accused tlm inhabitants 
of tlm said mountains of revolt, and that they had collected arms, and that he had 
even stated that Mr. Browne, tlm English clergyman who was there with Mar 
Slmmoon at Cochanis, had caused a large supply of arms to he brought from linglund 
and distributed to them, besides other false, accusations, and all with tlm object of 
throwing tho said Christians into immense poril, and to satisfy his wishes by plundering 
them and taking vengeance. Tlm Wilaiat thereupon made inquiries from .Mustafa 
Selim Effondi, tho Kainmkam of Amndich, who contradicted such reports in writing, 
and stated that ail wore unfounded, hut as the authorities arc desirous of creating a 
pretext against the Christians, they have repeated the inquiry from tho said 
Kainmkam, and last week they informed him that, it was proved to them by the 
evidence of people worthy of credit that the said report (of ltcsliid Beg) was true, and 
this ns a suggestion to him (tlm Kaimakam) to confirm tlm report in order to givo 
them ground to write to Constantinople, and obtain orders for sending troops and 
tribes to that country, hut tho Kainmkam has not yet replied. Should an answer 
come, and 1 obtain information of its contents, I shall lose no time in communicating 
the same to your honour. His Excellency the Farik Abdullah l’aslia, having left 
Shnklaweh, is now at Suleimanich. 

(Signed) H. BASSAM. 


No. 41. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 799.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 6, 1896. 

I HAVE tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a dcspateli 
which I have received from the Acting British Consul-General at Smyrna, giving 
information about tlm emigration of Armenians from Anatolia to Cyprus. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 1'UILII’ OUBBIE. 


L901| M 
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Inclosure in No. 41. 

Acting Consul-General Cumberbatch to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Smyrna, September 30, 1696. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of yesterday 
instructing me to inform you should any vessels leave any port within this Consular 
district with Armenian refugees for conveyance to Cyprus, and I have taken steps to 
insure news of such sailings reaching this Consulate-General from the different ports 
of this seaboard. 

In the meantime, I beg leave to add that, your Excellency is no doubt aware, as 
there has been a certain amount of emigration of Armenians from Asia-Minor to 
Cyprus all this year. 

The refugees have been finding their way down to the coast opposite Cyprus in 
driblets, and have got away in small sailing-vessels bound to that island. 

Since the recent occurrences at Constantinople, Austrian, Trench, and Russian 
steamers from the capital to the Syrian coast and to Egypt have been arriving every 
week with Armenians on board, and I am told that some of them were booked for 
Cyprus, but I have not been able to determine their approximate number. 

I infer, however, that your Excellency desires to be informed of special departures 
of ship-loads of Armenian refugees from the ports of this district, and, unless I am 
instructed to the contrary, 1 shall confine myself to reporting only such cases should 
they occur. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. A. CUMBERBATCH. 


No. 42. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury .— (Received October 12.) 

(No. 800.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , October 6, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus relating an incident 
which occurred in the theatre of that town, when an officer rose and pronounced a 
seditious speech against the Sultan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 42. 

Consul Pyres to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Damascus, September 17, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, a strange 
incident which occurred here a few days ago. It is noteworthy as showing the drift 
of public opinion and the extent to which disaffection has spread in the army. 

There is a theatre in town which is frequented almost entirely by Turkish officers 
and Arab Moslems, and during the course of a theatrical representation a Lieutenant 
of an infantry battalion suddenly rose, and drawing a written document from his 
pocket proceeded to read a speech to the assembled audience. The contents of this 
speech were from beginning to end the most uncompromising and outspoken vitupera¬ 
tion of the Sultan. 

His Majesty wns in fact most roundly abused by name, and no opprobrious term 
which the Turkish language contains was omitted. His actions were adversely 
criticised, he was characterized as an oppressive and cruel tyrant, and those who 
submitted tamely to such outrages were not spared. 

The police appeared on the scene and attempted to stop and arrest the orator, but 
the officers, of whom a considerable number were present, interfered and insisted on 
his being allowed to continue. 
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The excuse was afterwards made that the Lieutenant was intoxicated, but though 
that is palpably false, as the speech was written, no steps have been taken against 
him. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 43. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 802.) 

Mv Lord, Therapia, October 6,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 769 of the 27th ultimo, I liavo the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a further telegram, communicated to 
me by the Minister for Foreign Affaires, which has been addressed to the Ottoman 
Representatives abroad with regard to the attitude of the Turkish Government towards 
the Armenian revolutionists. 

This telegram states that the Imperial Government 1ms definitively resolved to 
apply the Armenian reforms, and expresses the confident hope that in consideration of 
this concession the various Governments will expel from their dominions all Armenian, 
agitators. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 43. 

Tcwjik Pasha to Turkish Representatives abroad. 


(Tdldgraphique.) 

TOUT en vous faisant connaitre par un tdldgramme precedent 1 attitude quo lo 
Gouvcrnemcnt Impdrial a ddcidd d’observer on presence des mendes sediticuses nux- 
quelles les rdvolutionnaircs Armdnions sc livront ct des troubles qu’ils provoquent, 
ainsi que les mesures prises pour lo rdtablisscmcnt do l’ordrc public, je vous avais 
engagd k sollicitcr lc eoncours du Gouvcrnemcnt pres duquel vous dtos neerdditd pour 
empdeher les agissements des dits rdvolutionnaircs en Europe. 

Ceux-ci lie cosscnt un soul instant do sc livrer h lours mendes subversives et do 
rdpandre des bruits de nature it menacer la sdcuritd publique, au maintion do laqnello 
lc Gouvcrnemcnt Impdrial consacre tous scs efforts. 

Lo Gouvornement Impdrial tout en avisnnt aux mesures de police propres it assurer 
lc maintien de la sdcuritd publique, ardfdrd au Tribunal Extraordinaire le jugementdc 
oeux quo l'on dit avoir pris part aux incidents rcgrcttables survonus dernidrement it 
Constantinople: ainsi que Duplication k leur dgard des pcines ddietdes par la loi 
dtant donnd que lo Gouvcrnemcnt Impdrial n’a jamais toldrd ot ne toldrera pas une 
pareille intervention ou l'cmploi d’une force irrdgulidrc. 

Quant aux rdformes dont l’introduction dans les six vilayets avait dtd ddciddo, lo 
Gouvornement Impdrial a resolu d’une fa^on ddfinitivo de les appliquer entidrement ct 
ii la lettre. Si quelques-uncs des dites rdformes ont sul)i un certain retard, cc retard 
est. du au fait quo les rdvolutionnaircs Armdniens n’ont cessd do susciter des ddsordres 
et qu’ils n’ont pas laissd au Gouvcrnemont Impdrial le temps ndccssairc it cot effet, ct 
ne provient nullemcnt dc l’idde do no pas oxdcutcr les decisions arrdtdes. 

Ndamuoins, dos ordi'os catdgoriques ont dtd donnds a qui de droit pour l’appli- 
eation immediate dc cottc par tie des rdformes, et le Gouvornement Impdrial no cesse 
do poursuivro cette application. Los faits memos prouvoront a l’avcnir les intentions 
du Gouvernement Imperial. 

Celui-ci aura ainsi, commo jc vous l’ai fait savoir par mon tdldgramme preeddent, 
tenu la promesse qu’il avait faifco dans l’Article LX I du Traitd do Berlin. Dds lors 
il est evident quo les Armdniens n’ont nullemcnt le droit d’exiger autre chose quo 
[’application des rdformes arrdtdes d’accord aveo les G modes Puissances pour les six 
vilayets, ct que celles-ei ne consentiront pas touto autre demandc des Armdniens en 
dehors dcccs rdformes. 

Nous sommes pleinemont persuades quo le Gouvernement pres duquel vous etes 
neerdditd voudra bien prendre en consideration les rdformes entreprises par le Gouvcrne- 








ment Imperial, et nous donncr des prcuves de ses sentiments dc justice ct d'dquitd en 
cxpulsant dc son territoire les agitatcurs Armenicns, qui ont choisi certains points dc 
l’Europc comme centres dc lours tnendes, ct en adoptant ii lour egard les dispositions 
ndccssaircs pour avoir fait usage dc mati&res cxplosibles telles quo bombes et dynamite 
dans le but dc se livrer a une oeuvre do destruction ct dc mort, et pour avoir 
conunis d'autres mefaits abominablcs. 


Sir P. Currie lo Ihc Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. 803.) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 7, 1896. 

IN reply to my unofficial representations respecting the state of the Hauran 
(reported in my despatch No. 716 of the 20th September), the Grand Vizier stated 
that a peaceable settlement had been made with the Druses, who had agreed to pay 
their taxes without arrears, and to allow their names to be registered as a preliminary 
to military service. In return the Ottoman Government had given them guarantees 
for the security of property and honour. 

I informed Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus of these statements by telegraph, 
and have now received from him two reports (inclosed herewith), from which it 
appears that no arrangement such as that described by the Grand Vizier really exists, 
and that the Turkish local authorities being unable to come to terms with the Druses 
or to subduo thorn, are endeavouring to hush the question up, and arc giving out that 
the Hauran is pacified. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUltlilE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Damascus, September 18,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 3th instant, I have the honour to state 
that for some time past such contradictory rumours and statements have obtained 
with regard to the Hauran expedition that it is exceedingly difficult to discover the 
truth. The Druses iu tho neighbourhood of Damascus know nothing, being quite cut 
ofl’ from their friends. 

The officials state that the affair is closed, that the Druses have surrendered, aud 
that the troops are about to be sent hack with the exception of eight battalions. 
The latter statement may be true, but it is quite certain that the Druses have not 
surrendered in toto. 

The Commission of Inquiry paid a visit to the 11 an ran, and remained there ten 
days, most of the time being occupied in making an imaginary census of the Druses. 
The members have now returned, and declare themselves satisfied with results which 
arc not apparent. 

AVhat is certain is that tho Mushir, the Commission, and the Vali are all at 
loggerheads ns to tho measures to he adopted, and my own belief is that, finding that 
they make no progress towards a final solution, they arc determined to close the open 
sore, leaving it to fester underneath aud burst out again at a later date. 

Private persons coming from tho Hauran assert that tho Druses openly say that 
tho Government is able to do nothing to them, and that they were never less inclined 
to surrender. About a fortnight ago some Druses paid a visit to Bosrah-Eski-Slmm, 
and demanded some of their flocks, which were in tho hands of tho villagers. On 
meeting with a refusal they attacked the place, killing eight persons, and seizing all 
the cattle and flocks they could lay their hands on. I was also informed by a Turkish 
officer that the troops were defeated three weeks since in two battles with the loss of 
300 men, but I have no confirmation of this statement. 

Tho Mushir, contrary to what 1 reported previously, has proved a very iucapable 
leader. He is very slack, careless, and givcu to iutoxication. His troops are in a 
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terrible condition, and it is no wonder that the authorities are anxious to bring the 
question to a conclusion at whatever sacrifice. 

I presume, however, that the reports made to Constantinople will not be exactly 
in accordance with tho true state of affairs. 

Thus it appears that the Turks who can carry out no undertaking thoroughly are 
again going to patch up the business, with results which will probably prove disastrous 
later on. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Damascus, September 25, 1896. 

THOUGH convinced myself that there was no foundation in fact for the state¬ 
ment made by the Grand Vizier to your Excellency to the effect that the Druses had 
accepted military service and the payment of taxes in return for safety of life, 
property, and honour, I did not consider myself in a position to contradict the above 
assertion until I had communicated with the Vali. 

In answer to my questions, liis Excellency gave me, in confidence, very much the 
same account that I have already transmitted to your Excellency. Ho stated that he 
never made any such report to tho Grand Vizier, but that it was possible that the 
Mushir had done so. About half of the Druses had returned to their villages, while 
the younger and more hardy portion of the population still refused to come in. They 
had not accepted military service, nor indeed, as far as he knew, had any precise terms 
been arranged. 

Apart from this statement, it is clear that if the question had been settled, a 
considerable portion of the troops would have been sent back, whereas hitherto none 
have returned. But I was lately informed that telegraphic instructions had been 
received from tho Sublime Porto lo bring the Druse affair to a settlement at all 
hazards, and a later telegram had ordered the immediate return of the battalions 
belonging to the 3rd Army Corps. The official paper of the vilayet has this week 
a paragraph to that effect, and saving, also, that 400 men of each Redif battalion arc to 
bo disbanded. 

The situation, then, is this, as I understand it:— 

Tho Mushir was iu favour of harsh measures, but lias been overruled by the 
Sublime Porte. Tho Commission is desirous of making a compromise, but is* at a 
loss bow to set about it, while the Vali is incredulous of any good result whatever, hut 
his hands arc tied. 

The Druses are desperate. They consider they have nothing further to lose, and 
they maintain a sullen opposition. 

If matters arc allowed to continue in this fashion the expedition will retire 
without having effected anything beyond causing a heavy loss of life. 

I have, &c. 

(Siguedl H. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 45. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 806.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 7, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Sivas, inclosing a 
Proclamation issued by tho Vali of that province. 

Mr. Block has, by my instructions, read this despatch to tho Grand Vizier. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUltRIE. 


rooii 
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Inclosurc 1 in No. 45. 

Vice-Consul Bulman to Sir P. Currie . 

gj r Sicas, September 20, 1896. 

1 HAVE Ihc honour to transmit a Proclamation of the Wali, written for 
distribution among the Turks of the province. The Wali lias selected certain Notables 
of Sivas to travel through the province anil distribute it, and ureo the people to remain 
uuiot. This is their ostensible purpose, hut ns the men he has selected are all mon who 
an- believed to lie in favour of exterminating the Armenians, it is probable that they 
are sent with a view to arrange fresh massacres. The Government has reinforced the 
garrisons or Divringhi, Gurun, and Dnrende on the plea of a possible Kurdishi attack, 
lmt at Eguin, in the Kharput Province, wlicra the massacre took place last Wednesday, 
there wore soldiers amply sufficient to protect the town from the Kurds, and I am 
informed that, ns on previous occasions, the soldiers took part in the massacre, and I 
am of opinion that, in this province, too, the soldiers are being sent for the express 
purpose of carrying out a massacre, and unless some very strong action is taken 
in regard to tile Kharput AVali for the Eguin massacre, there will he a renewal of the 

disorders of last autumn. T , „ 

I have, &c. 

(.Signed) P. BULMAN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 45. 

Proclamation. 

(Translation.) , . ,, . , , 

FOR some years past, owing to false hopes, disorders of all sorts and quaircls 
with Mussulmans have broken out in all directions, and the tranquillity of the country 
and the ancient good fellowship bet ween Turks and Armenians has been destroyed by 
a set of revolutionaries, who have been punished by the Government in accordance with 

However, for the Mussulmans to mako reprisals on these revolutionists, for these 
acts disturbing the peace is entirely contrary to tho laws, and accordingly His 
Majesty both before and recently lias ordered that the Mussulmans shall in no case 
interfere with the Armenians, but in all eases have recourse to the Government when 
Ihey have any complaint against the Armenians, and now, for tho last time, commands 
again the same thing. . , . . 

'['lint all will net in accordance with the Firman of liis Majesty is beyond doubt, 
and the Government will bo pleased that men of position should advise in this sense, 
and see that ttic advice is acted on, and, if not, should inform the Government, but if, 
contrary to expectation, there should bo nny who dare to act improperly, the heaviest 
punishment according to law will he awarded him. . 

Mussulmans, in any caso, will obey to ihc letter the laws of God, his Propliot, and 
tlie orders of the Sultan, and by doing so will, without doubt, bring ponce and 
tranquillity. 


No. 46. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 12.) 

(No. 807.) 

My J/ml, Constantinople, October 7, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Trebizond reporting tho 
continued emigration of Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 46. 

Acting Consul Shipley to Sir P. Currie . 

Sir, Trebizond, September 28,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that tho emigration of 
Armenians from this port to Batoum still continues. Since 8th September last, the 
date referred to in my despatch lo your Excellency of tho 11th instant, up to yes¬ 
terday the 27th, no less than 094 Armenians, men, women, and children, have been 
conveyed to Batoum by the various steamers, Austrian, French, and Italian touching 
at this port. To these 094 should bo added some 120 which are estimated to have 
left by the small sailing craft plying along the coast. 

With the 750 reported in my despatch above referred to it will thus he seen 
that since the events at Constantinople in August last some 1,564 Armenians have 
expatriated themselves from this town and its immediate vicinity alone. 

One of tho chief causes of this continued exodus of Armenians to Batoum, in 
addition to those alluded to by mo in previous despatches, is to bo found in tho letters 
received during the past few weeks by Armenians here from their friends in that 
town begging them to leave at once, as some great event was about to happen. It is 
not stated of what nature this event is to be, but the warnings as to impending 
danger have been so frequent during the past few clays, and tho invitations have 
been so urgent, that I feel bound to bring them to the notice of your Excellency. 

Locally, and apart from the general situation in tho Empire, I can see no justifi¬ 
cation for these alarmist rumours, for there lias been no relaxation of the precau¬ 
tionary measures taken by tho authorities, and all the information I can gather 
points to no modification of the peaceable and even conciliatory attitude maintained 
at prosont by the Mussulman population. 

All this, however, has failed to give confidence to the Armenians, who feel that 
if their friends at Batoum, whom they credit with the possession of better sources of 
information than themselves, should prove to be right, it would be upon them first 
that the consequences of a disturbance would fall, and the remedy to this state of 
feeling is, as I have had tho honour to point in my despatch No. 49, to lw found 
elsewhere than at Trebizond. 

From a communication which I have received from Mr. do Cortanzc, copy of 
which I have the honour to inclose herewith, I learn that an attempt at disturbance 
by certain Turks, promptly suppressed, however, by the Kai'makam, took place on 
the 20th instant at Tcharskambn, a town situated at a short distance from Samsoon. 
Mr. dc Cortanzc promises me further details, which 1 shall not fail to forward to your 
Excellency as soon as received. 

No further disemharcation of Armenians for tho interior lias taken place at 
Trebizond, with the exception of 130 on the 21st of this month, thus making, 
with those reported in my despatch of tho 19th instant, a total in all of 1,800, 
to which must be added the 1,309 Armenians whoso disemharcation at Samsoon has 
been reported by Mr. do Cortanzc. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. S. SHIPLEY. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 46. 

Mr. dc Cortanzc to Acting Consul Shipley. 

M. lc Consul, Samsoun, le 23 Septembre , 1890. 

J’AI rhonnour de vous communiqucr ci*aprto uno nofco que jo vions de rccevoir 
do Tcharshamha con<;uo com mo suit:— 

“ Le Dimonchc 8 (20) oourant outre 2 a 3 heures du matin (i\ la Turquc) les 
Turcs armds out pdndtrd an quarticr Armdnicn, inais grftce aux mesures duergiquee 
prises par le Kai'makam ct aux ordres scvArcs dc son Excellence le Mutcssarif, lo 
massacre a etd dporgnd, la population olTrayeo n’ose pas ouvrir scs wagnsins, d’nutnnt 
plus quo lc Mcrcrcdi est jour de foirc.” 

J’aurai soin do vous donner d’autres rensoignemonts aussitAt quo j’en aurai 
ohtenu. 

Vouillez, &o. 

(Signe) H. DE CORTANZE. 








No. 47. 

The Marquees of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 


Foreiyn Office , October 14,1500. 

THE Turkish Ambassador called hereon the 30th ultimo and the 8th instant,and 
was received in my absence by Sir T. Sanderson. . ... 

On both occasions his Excellency spoke of the tone of the press and public 
opinion in this country towards the Sultan, which he characterized ns both 

unfortunate and injudicious. M . .... .... 

Hi* Excellency affirmed that the Sultan had done nothing to merit these violent 
n tta«-k* 11 is Majest y had shown every desire to consider and favour British 
inten ds ; he was still animated by the same friendly feelings; towards this country, 
and was quite ready to listen to advice tendered in a friendly spirit. It was His 
Majesty’s wish to execute the promised reforms in Asia Minor and extend them to the 
whole Empire, but for this time was required. It was impossible to carry through 
such a work in a moment, and the conspiracies of the Armenians and the disturbances 
created bv them greatly enhanced the difficulties of the task. 

The‘Ambassador suggested that it would he better and more politic to try and 
effect some friendly arrangement with 11 is Majesty on this subject. Any overtures in. 
this direction would, ho felt sure, he received with goodwill. The present course of 
denouncing and threatening him could have no effect but to embarrass and discourage 
the efforts of the Turkish Government. 

Sir T. Sanderson promised to report these observations to me. . 

Ho added, however, Unit the present agitation in England was quite independent 
of the Government, and had in no way been originated or fostered by them. It was 
quite beyond control, and was indeed a significant and disquieting symptom ot the 
radical change which lmd taken place in the feeling entertained towards turkey in 
this country. The general public were not to ho convinced by mere arguments and 
considerations of policy. They looked to facts, and the facts unfortunately were 
altogether against the Turkish Administration. A unique opportunity of regaining 
public sympathy in England bad been lost when the seizure of the Ottoman Hank by 
a few desperadoes was followed by wholesale massacres, and forty-eight hours were 
allowed to elapse* before any serious effort was made to stop the bloodshed. 

Had this not happened, the proceedings of the Aimeuinn 11 evolutionary Com¬ 
mittee would have lieen generally condemned, and a feeling might have arisen that 
allowance should he made for the difficulties with which the Turkish authorities bud 
to deal. Public attention bad now lieon entirely absorbed by the horrible occurrences 
that had ensued, and nothing but some broad and convincing facts in tlio direction ol 
reformed administration would have any effect in altering the impression that had 
been produced. , . . , 

II is Excellency inquired if it was not possible to expel Armenians who came to 
this country if they were proved to have been concerned in the dynamite plots at 
Constantinople. . , . 

Sir T. Sanderson replied that Her Majesty s Government had no powers of 
expulsion, and that, in the nbseuco of a Treaty of extradition, all that could he done 
was to keep such persons under surveillance, and prosecute thorn if there were evidence 
of their conspiring here to commit dynamite or other outrages. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY, 


No. 48. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 15.) 

(No. 428.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, October 15, 1800, 12*5 r.Sf. 

MY despatch No. 700 of the 5th instant. 

The Acting British Consul at Jeddah telegraphs to me as follows:— 

“ The authorities have done nothing to insure the safety of travellers on the Mecca 
road. Robberies aro growing more and more frequent. On 12th October a caravan was 
attacked at only 4 miles from Jeddah, one man was killed, a British Indian subject 
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received several wounds, and another was robbed of 7,000 rupees, and nine camels were 
carried off. Orders have been issued for caravans to travel by day. The Vali is doing 
absolutely nothing.” 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 282 
of the 5th October, I have addressed a note to the Porto protesting earnestly against 
the present condition of tilings in the Hcdjaz. 


No. 49. 


Mr. Elliot to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 1(5.) 


1INO. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Sophia , October 16, 1806. 

I HAVE received and repeated to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople 
the following Secret and Confidential telegram from tlio British Vice-Consul at Varna 
with reference to bis despatch, of which copy was inclosed in my despatch No. 182 of 
the 8th instant:— 

“ 1 am credibly informed that the Armenian Secret Societies intend to wait until 
the Emperor of Russia has returned to St. Peterslmrgh, and to provoke another 
massacre at Constantinople if their grievances are not then redressed. 


No. 50. 

Memorandum from a British Resident in Constantinople.—(Communicated by 
Sir ./. Mowbray , Bart , M.P ., October 17.) 

Constantinople, October 5, 1806. 

SUFFICIENT time has now passed since the massacres of the 26th and 27th 
August to permit a dispassionate idea to bo formed of the events themselves, their 
causes, and their probable results on commercial and private life in Constantinople. 

We have made it our business to study the question to the best of our ability, and 
to obtain information from all sides, and from those whose official and social position 
best enables them to form a reliable opinion. 

As wo desire to afford our friends and correspondents every opportunity of judging 
the position truly and clearly we hog to lay tlio following r&iiind of the crisis through 
which we are passing. 

It is unnecessary for us to describe the attack upon the Imperial Ottoman Bank 
by a band of desperate Armenian revolutionists, and the negotiations which led to the 
pardon of these miscreants and their departure for France ; neither need we speak of 
tlio fearful butchery, the cold-blooded massacre of innocent and inoffensive men, and 
the ruthless pillage and destruction of property which followed, and which (as proved 
by the most reliable ami positive evidence) was permitted, encouraged, and shared in 
by the Turkish polico and soldiery, but was stopped in a moment by one word from 
the Sultan. Full accounts of all this have been published in the press, and all we 
need say is that not only these accounts are not exaggerated, but they fail entirely to 
give an adequate idea of the awful scenes of the week of terror. 

Turning to the origin of the attack on the Bank, there is no doubt that it was the 
work of men made desperate by the wholesale murder oi' their friends and relations, 
acting under the orders of u directing Body which, however we may condemn its 
object, commands our admiration for tlio completeness of its organization and the 
singularly able manner in which its work was carried out. The one weak point soems 
to have been tlmt the bombs and other explosives were somewhat primitive and imper¬ 
fectly made. Had this not been the case half Constantinople would lie in ruins To 
wlint an extent the designs of the Revolutionary Committee wore known to the general 
mass of Armenians inhabiting tin* capital (about 200,000 souls) il is difficult to 
ascertain, but there is not the smallest doubt that they wire known, and that there 
was not an Armenian in the place who was not in sympathy with those who, in his 
ideas, were patriots ready to sacrifice their lives for the good of the cause, anil to 
avenge tlio fate of their murdered brothers and sisters. 

" [001j O 
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This Armenian population is now decimated by death and imprisonment, hut the 
survivors arc more desperate than ever, and it is beyond a doubt that amongst them 
will be found men who have the will and the ability to plan and execute further 
attacks on the Turkish Government. Besides those who have been imprisoned (and 
wholesale arrests continue daily) a large number have left the coiuitry for Greece, 
I’rrvpt, See., and these mav prove the most dangerous of all. They do not mid the 
sort of work to which they have been used (porters, doorkeepers, &e.), and they are 
unfit tor any other. Poverty and starvation must ensue, and with them the despera¬ 
tion which makes good men into Anarchists. On the other hand, we have a 1 urkish 
population who have tasted the delights of a wholesale slaughter of their hated and 
despised fellow-countrymen, and who desire nothing better than to turn their weapons 
against all aliens. Is*it wonderful that the Christian inhabitants of Constantinople 
live in a state of suppressed panic ? that a running man or a galloping horse is sufficient 
to provoke a general “sauve qui pent” that all business is at a standstill, and tho 
whole community depressed by a feeling of dislicartment and hopelessness. Already 
many shops (besides those owned by Armenians) have closed their shutters sooner 
than increase their load of debt which is weighing their proprietors down, 'lhe more 
wealthy members of the population are either preparing to leave the country or arc 
living on their capital and waiting events. The business of the hanks is ml, and even 
the Administration of the Public Debt has announced that, as a measure of economy, 
the posts vacated by the resignation of the Armenian employes will not be filled up. 
The Government resources are completely exhausted, the Treasury empty, the taxes in 
great part unpaid, the army has received no money for mouths, and even the 
Diplomatic salaries, which up to now have always been received punctually, have not 
been settled since last November. Tho Government must obtain money lor the food 
of the army, if not for anything else, and putting aside the idea of another loan as 
impossible under oxisting circumstances, funds can only he obtained by laying hands 
on the revenues ceded to the Public Debt and the guaranteed railways. 

Inn word, the position i.s hopeless in every way,the Government bankrupt beyond 
redemption, all security for life and property lost, business of every kind at a complete 
standstill, credit impossible, whilst the working power of the country lias been 
weakened bv the loss of some 30,000 Armenians (killed, imprisoned, and deported), 
who formed* the most important and trustworthy part of the labouring class of the 
population. „ , 14 , _ 

The question follows—can this state of things be allowed to continue, and to 
grow worse from day to day ? And, if not, how can it be remedied ? The reply to 
This is simple. It can be remedied by a radical change in tho Government, and tliis 
can only he effected either by the expulsion of tho Turks, and the assumption of power 
by a Christian Government, or by a change of Sultan, and an adequate European 
control supported by force. No half measures will he of the slightest use, no 
promised reforms will restore confidence, no good laws (on paper) can givo the security 
of life and property, which is all that is wanted to turn this (at present) hopelessly 
bankrupt country into the richest and most prosperous in tho world, in which hundreds 
«it millions of European capital can he profitably employed, and hundreds of thousands 
of the surplus population of Western Europe find lucrative work. Will Europe act 
or will she allow herself to be overawed by Russia whoso cver-consistent policy of 
letting Turkey perish by her own hands is being now pursued more ably and actively 
than ever? Will Franco with 120,000,000/. (3 milliards) invested in this country allow 
this money to he lost to her citizens? Will England with 10,000,000/. in Turkish stock 
and railways, and with an important commerce equal to 60 per cent, of the exports 
and imports, sec her money vanish and assist to the ruin of her trade and of those 
through whose hands it passes? Will Germany, Austria, and Italy, who, it their 
interests are not equal to those of the two Western Bowers, have a huge stake in tho 
country, sit still with their arms crossed whilo the “ unspeakable Turk,” aided by his 
false friend the Russian, goes headlong to his ruin and drags with him all those who 
have a stake in the country ? It is hard to conceive that it will bo so, hut we who seo 
tho indecision and want of understanding of pur Ambassadors arc beginning to lose all 
hope, for unless Europe helps us quickly wo are lost. 

In thus placing before you our view s on the situation, we are accomplishing what 
we believe to be a duty to ourselves and to all those who liavo any business interests 
in Turkey. We have exaggerated nothing, and there is not a man in the place who 
docs not feel as wc do. 

if we have written you at some length on this subject our excuse is that you nro 
interested in Turkish business, and also that we feel that unless public opinion in 
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Europe is made to fully understand the situation the necessary steps will not he taken 
to put an end to a state of affairs which, if allowed to continue, can only end in the 
further slaughter of thousands of human beings, tho ruin of financial establishments, 
and tho completo destruction of all commerce. 

P.S.—The above was written ton days ago, hut has been unavoidably delayed in 
expedition. Since then massacres of more or less importance have taken place in tho 
provinces and these arc likely to continue in ccrtaiu places. I do not believe, 
however, that there is any probability of a repetition of the general massacres of last 
autumn and winter. In Constantinople itself tho persecution of tho Armenians 
continues with unabated ferocity, and during the last few days tho authorities have 
turned their attention to tho upper classes. Several of tho richest and most respected 
Armenian merchants and bankers have already been arrested on the most frivolous 
pretexts, and arc detained in prison, whilst many others have been subjected to cross- 
examination, and have had their houses and offices searched, and all go in fear of their 
lives. On the other hand, it is satisfactory to observe that the more intelligent and 
better educated part cf tho Turkish population arc more incensed than ever against 
the had government of the Sultau, which they openly declare is bringing the country 
to ruin, and it is beyond a doubt that his deposition would be highly popular, not only 
in the capital, but in the whole country. 

But it must not he supposed that because the Turks hate tho present Sultan they 
are any more favourably disposed towards Europeans. On tho contrary, tlic very men 
who condemn and execrate him aro the first to declare that they would resist 
European interference to the last gasp, and that the Christians here shall he made to 
pay dearly for any attempt by an European Power to take Constantinople by force of 
arms. That this feeling is in part due to the exaggerated language employed by a 
part of the Loudon press and by speakers at the meetings held in England cannot, I 
fear, he denied. It is therefore satisfactory to see that a more moderate language; is 
now being employed, and it is to he hoped that those who have some influence with 
Lord Salisbury’s Government will employ it in the ondoavour to induce our Ministers 
to come to an agreement, with Russia and France by which, mutual sacrifices boing 
made, a good and stable Government, under European control, may he given to 
Turkey, and the lives and properties of her inhabitants, whether Moslem or Christian, 
may he secured. 


No. 51. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 812.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 9,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an account of the recent 
massacre at Egliin, which has been communicated to me by the President of the 
Armenian Relief Committee. 

The official Gazette of the 7th instant contained the announcement that Rifaat 
Bey, Kaimakam of Eghin, hail been promoted from the fourth to the third elass of civil 
functionaries. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 

Paper communicated to Sir P. Currie by Mr. Whittall. 

Kharput, September 22, I89C. 

I AM very sorry to report that a great calamity has befallen the city of Eghin. 
There is no town in the interior with more wealth probably and with better houses. 
There were about 1,000 Armenian houses, and an equal number of Turkish. Of the 
Christian houses it is said that more than 000 have boon burned. The estimato of tho 
killed i.s from 800 to 1,000. 

Eghin is one of tho few places that was spared during the devastation last autumn. 
A large ransom was paid to the Kurds at that time, and the Turks and Christians joined 








defendin'' the dace. The official version of (lie late affair is (I have it from superior 
officers) that the Christiana gathered in large numbers » the churches Sunday morning 
an'd Monday morning, and prolonged their services so that the «£»»»£*1* 
wore excited. On Tuesday the Armenians sol fire to some ot thur own houses in 
upper part of the city and began to fire on the Turkish houses, killing a «*te. 

1 The facts seem to he these : The local Governor, »ho is a native ot the pl«ce,with 
two O' three otliers lias represented to the Governor hero that there were some sedition 
characters there, and it is claimed that some Bghinlees in 9™ st " n, V'"^ XVve'hCTC hi 
in the late disturbances there. The Val. spoke to some oi 

regard io it and thev wrote to their friends, and they said there was only one suspicious 
character there, ami lie was a Kharpullec and lmd been sent away. Correspondence 
between the Eghin, Kliarput, and Constantinople authorities has been gom 0 on tor 
several weeks, anil it would seem that the Constantinople Government was persuaded 
that there 1 *M a seditious element in Eghin, and orders were sen to eliminate it. A few 
days ago the Kurds, lmt not in large numbers, threatened the place, but t.hey were sent 
b v the soldiers This was repeated two or three times. Oil Monday, the 14th instant, 
tbev n [ 'aiu appeared, and the Cliristians lmd begun to distrust their own neighbours and 
oloscd'thcir sho]is. Tuesday morning, as the shops were not opened, the Governor sent, 
criers throughout the city to proclaim that the Kurds lmd been dispersed and the 
OnvcrnmciAvoiild assure hie perfect safety of every citizen, and every persou "a-s eom- 
niamlcd to open Ids shop and resume Ids business. Upon this, the shopsi were opened 
and business resumed its usual course. Aliout noon a single shot was bred, and the 
slnugl.ter immediately began. The gun is supposed to have been ‘ t “’w “ the 
the Turks claim that it was tired bv an Armenian. Massacre seems to have been the 
first tiling in order, plunder, and the burning of houses later. U'» repor oil lh«^t many 
women and girls threw themselves into the Euphrates which flows just at the loot of the 

Clty, Thc Kaimakam has telegraphed that 2,000 or 3,000 persons are helpless and 
huiigrv, and he appeals for aid. The Government will probably do a little or present 
relied, hut it will he only temporary and inadequate. Eghin seems to have sultercd 

''"" smiie^ironlin'ent'Turks'ffiUmate that the probabilities are that trouble is in store for 
lids region, and they say Hint if it comes it will lie worse than last year. 


No. 62. 

S,> i\ Currie lo llic Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received October 19.) 

) Thera,da, October 9, 1890. 

■' THE Sultan recently ordered the Commission of Military Inspection, which sits 
permanently at the Palace, to mnkc an inquiry into the conduct of the troops and 
E A "ring the recent roalaaeres. Five of the foreign officers ... the lurked, service 
were appointed honorary n.cinbora of lids Commission, namely, General 
Admirn Woods (British), Sseehcnyi Pasha (Austnan), Kamphowencr Pasha (German) 
and I.ecoeq Paslm (French). They did not take part in whatever imrestigattone he 
Commission may have made, and the lirsl time that they were sununoned to attendIn 
meeting, a report exonerating the army and police officers was lead to them and they 
were naked to si"n it. On (his Knmpliocvener Paslm presented a written statement of 
certain points which ho wished to see elucidated before he accepted his ]'OD>mation as a 
member of the Commission, lie asked first if the police were aware beforehand that 
the Armenians were preparing an attempt on the 2Ctl. August and "hothor they had 
taken any precautionary measures in consequence. Should a ! 

returned to Ibis question, lie hud three more to ask: (1) why did not the police prevent 
the massacre of innocent Armenians whoso only Offence was their nationality . (-) y 
,litl not the officers of the army interfere on their own initiative wlcl * ho > a 
inoffensive Armcniana slaughtered before their eyes? (8) why were the orders to stop 

' lM TcmtqPns'lin'also objected to signing the document. He wns engaged, ho said, 
in the Turkish service for special work in the military school and tins matter had 
connection witli his functions. I regret, however, to state that the two Enghsh office^ 
as well as Szcchcnyi Paslm, expressed their readiness to sign the Report and supported 


the 'i’urks in trying to persuade their colleagues to do so. The latter, however, 
remained firm, and after a protracted discussion the meeting broke up. 

The next day the five foreign officers were again summoned to the Palace and 
received by Emin Iky, one of the Chamberlains, who dwelt at length on the privileges 
they enjoyed in the Ottoman service and concluded by communicating to them the 
Sultan’s desire that they should sign the Report of the Commission. A discussion 
similar to that of the previous day followed, with the same result. The Austrian and 
British officers expressed their readiness to sign; the German and French refused. 

The five officers were subsequently interviewed by Izzet Bey, apparently more than 
once. lie adopted a more threatening tone than the Chamberlain and told them that 
as officers in the Sultan’s service, they were bound to obey Ilis Majesty’s orders which 
were to sign the Report without further delay. Kamphocvcner l’asha replied that he 
would not sign it under such circumstances, even if he were ordered by his own 
Emperor, 'flic discussion became somewhat heated and Kaniphocvener Paslm sent in 
his resignation some days later on the ground that ho had been insulted by Izzet Bey. 

1 understand, however, that this portion of the incident will probably be arranged by 
Izzet Bey making some kind of apology. 

As Kamphocvcner and Lecocq Pashas remained intractable, Izzet Bey summoned to 
the Palace on flic 6th October the Dragomans of the Austrian, German. French, and 
British Embassies, and communicated to them an Imperial trade. 1 have the honour to 
inclose an abstract of its contents, which were briefly that the Sultan had named the 
five foreign officers members of the Commission in order to secure an impartial inquiry 
satisfactory to Europe; that the officers lmd refused to either sign the Report or continue 
the inquiry on the points in dispute in conjunction with their Turkish colleagues, and 
that His Majesty therefore appealed to the Embassies for assistance. 

This; message was also given to the Russian, and later to the Italian Dragoman. 
The latter was informed that M. Graziani, an ex-Dragoman of the Italian Embassy now 
employed at the Porte, had been named a member of the Commission, and that some 
would he found to represent Russia. 

I am told that M. Cambon has caused the Palace to be informed that he entirely 
approves of Lecocq Pasha’s conduct, but otherwise the Embassies have taken no notice 
of the Sultan’s message. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure iu No. 62. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

AFTER a preface referring to the disturbance of the 2Cth August, the document 
set forth that Ilis Majesty had given instructions for the trial and punishment of the 
persons who had taken upon themselves to repress the Armenians, a task which had properly 
devolved upon the authorities [sic] through a specially constituted Tribunal under the 
presidency of Lebib Effendi; further, as the foreign press had accused the police and 
soldiery of neglecting their duty, and of even participating in the massacres. His 
Majesty had, with the spirit of justice and impartiality that distinguished him, instructed 
the Commission of Military Inspection (“ Teftish Ashcrie Conunissiona ”), which sat a( 
at the Palace under the nominal presidency of Chcref Mouhtar Pasha, and in his absence 
under the Acting Presidency of Ismail Pasha, to make a searching and unprejudiced 
inquiry into the conduct of the soldiers and police. The inquiry lmd accordingly been 
made, hut the Sultan, “in order to prove to the foreign Ambassadors the serious nature 
of the inquiry, and to assure still further the good intentions of the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment,” had later appointed as honourable members of the Commission Kamphocvcner Pnsln: 
(German), Lecocq Pasha (French), Blunt and Woods Pashas (English), and Szcchcnyi 
Pasha (Austrian) as foreigners in the Turkish service to take part in the inquiry. These 
officers were asked either to approve and sign the Report already made, or else, if they 
disapproved of it, or had any special information which would throw light on the occur¬ 
rences which had passed, or saw any discrepancies or omissions which required elucida¬ 
tion, to make further inquiry and investigation with their Turkish colleagues, with the 
assistance of their interpreters. Some of these foreign officers, however, after accepting 
the position on the Commission, had declined to agree to the above proposal. His 
Majesty therefore appealed to the Ambassadors. 'Ihe latter were continually giving him 
f901] P 
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advice to reform his police and gendarmerie administrations, and to check abases to 
which advice he was always prepared to lend a ready ear, and here was an occasion when 
he desired to make strict investigation and to punish the guilty—a desire which was 
frustrated by some of the foreign officers in his service. 

Only inquiry and cross-examination could elucidate the truth, and yet these officers 
declined to proceed. One officer had, indeed, stated that Bertram Effendi (a German in 
the Turkish Custom-house Administration) had seen an officer of police kill an Armenian, 
and, when asked to make an investigation, had declined; therefore, Bertram Effendi had 
been communicated with, and had written on two occasions denying the occurrence. 
This was a case in point. Investigation had shown that the story was untrue, and in 
order to arrive at the truth of all the circumstances reported with reference to the 
disturbances there was no way but to resort to a just and searching and impartiul inquiry. 
His Majesty therefore hugged the Ambassadors to instruct the officers in question to 
raise no further difficulties. 

October 6, 1890. 


No. 58. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 814.) 

My Lord, Therapiu, October 9, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 813 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a statement drawn up by Mr. Thompson, of 
Her Majesty’s Consulate, respecting the proceedings of a Spceial Commission, of which 
General Blunt and Admiral Woods arc members, which has been inquiring into the leases 
sustained by foreign subjects during the recent disturbances. 

I have no information respecting the objects of this Commission, but it is believed 
in the British community that the 'Turkish Government are gradually arresting the 
Armenian employes of nil those firms which claim indemnities with the view of resisting 
their demands on the ground that the damage done to warehouses was due to the 
presence of revolutionaries within thorn. 

It is & mutter of regret that British officers in the Turkish service should take part 
in such proceedings, which arc without the sphere of their official duties, and should be 
ready, as reported in my previous despatch, to lend their names, and such authority as 
they may carry, for the purposes of justifying the acts of the Turkish civil and military 
authorities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 53. 

Memorandum. 

A TURKISH Military Commission composed of the following officers :— 

General of Division, Saadi Pasha. 

„ „ Blunt „ 

>» •> » Izaak „ (Medical). 

t» >t .» Szechenvi Pasha. 

„ „ Brigade, Hussan Rizn Pasha. 

Admiral, Woods Pasha. 

Visited the offices of the several British steam-ships named below on the 6th instant, 
and held mi inquiry in respect of the damage sustained by them in consequence of their 
places ot business being broken into and pillaged on the 27th August last. 

Mr. W. Binns, Manager for Ridley and Co., Shipping Agents, Dcmirdji Bashi Klmn, 
(’Jilatn, says the ubovc officers came into his office without ids permission, seated them¬ 


selves, and began to ask questions. Woods Pasha was the interpreter at the beginning; 
subsequently, Mr. Binns spoke Turkish. They asked him for his statement of claim and 
other questions. Finally he was nsked to sign, but refused. 

Woods Pasha said it was in his interest to sign, and he finally did 60 . As they were 
all in uniform lie considered they were acting officially. 

Macnamara, of the same address, says :— 

“ Blunt Pasha walked into his office and said he and several Turkish officers wished 
to ask him a few questions in respect to his damage. Woods was interpreter, who said it 
was in MacnamaiVs interest to give the fullest information. He refused to sign, but was 
induced to do so by Woods, who gave him his word of honour the translation was correct, 
and it was in his interest to do so.” 

H. Swan, of same address, says:— 

“ The Commission came to his office without asking permission, produced papers, &c., 
and began their inquiry. He answered their questions, but refused to sign. He was 
induced to do so by Woods, who said it would look bad if he refused to follow the 
others.” 

Besides the above, Bonds and Co.’s place of business at Kirctch Kapou was visited by 
the Commission, and an inquiry held there. 

Tlie proceedings that these gentlemen were asked to sign were all written in Turkish 
bv Izaak Pasha. 

(Signed) W. THOMPSON. 


No. 54. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 

(No. 815.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 10, 1890. 

WITH reforenco to my telegrams Nos. 109 and 411 of the 23rd and 25th ultimo 
respectively, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a 
despatch which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzoroum, reporting the 
arrival there of Armenian refugees from Constantinople, and suggesting a grant of 
100/. for their relief. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclo3uro in No. 54. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

8ir, Erzeroum, September 2-1,1890. 

I HAVE tho honour to report that over 1,000 of the Armenians expelled from 
Constantinople after tho recent massacres have now reached Erzeroum, the great 
majority of them on their way to the districts lying furthor in the interior. 

About one-half of these people arc quite destitute, and all complain of the cruel 
treatment and privations from which they suffer on the road. 

According to their own account, a ration of only a quarter of an okc (about $-lb.) 
of bread was issued to them, and this is manifestly insufficient to perform a severe 
march upon. Sovoral aro said to have died on the road, and there are many cases of 
sickness; many aro barefooted and suffering from blistered foot, besides being in¬ 
sufficiently clad and without covering for tho night. 

As tho Turkish Government appears to be indifferent to the sufferings of these 
unfortunato people, I venture to suggest that tho Erzeroum Relief Committee might 
bo authorized to do what is possible to assist them. A great deal could ho dono at a 
very small cost, and I estimate that a credit of 100/. would suffice for this purpose. 

To-day 1 drew tho attention of tho Vali of Erzeroum to the condition of the exiles, 
fooling coufidont that once his Excolleucy was informed of the facts, he would 
endeavour to provido for their better treatment while within his jurisdiction. His 
Excellency assured mo that lie would givo stringent orders that thoy xvoro not to bo 
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ill-used by their escort, and that lie had already ordered that they should receive daily 
threo-nuarters of an oke of bread, which is a soldier s ration. . 

1 had the honour to report the substance of the above to your Excellency in m, 

telegrams of yesterday’s and to-day’s dates. 

• 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) R. IV. GRAVES. 


No. 55. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received October HI.) 

il'-°*l^ 1 rd ^ Constantinople, October 10, ISfiti. 

5 i' nA V i ; the honour to forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from the Acting British Consul at Angora reporting the circumstances in 
connection with the search of an Armenian house in that town by the police. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


In closure in No. 55. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Angora, October 5, 1890. 

" r ’ 1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency on an incident of recent 

occurrence, which, though trifling in itself, is hut too ominously indicative of the ever- 

increasing excitability and readiness to take umbrage or alarm of the lower class Turks 

01 ^'on'thc afternoon of the 3rd instant a report was spread by some mischievous person 
that two young Turkish women had been seen to enter the house ol M. Gyulbeiikyan, 
flic chief Armenian (Gregorian) Notable of this town The rumour grew and soon 
reached the cars of the police authorities, whereupon the Second Commissary ot that 
body proceeded, with several of his men, to SI. Gyulbenkynn’s house with a view to 
verifying the exactitude or otherwise of the information which had been received. A 
crowd soon collected, and in the course of a few minutes some 200 persons, nearly all 
Turks of the lower class, were assembled before the door of the suspected house. The 
Commissary having knocked, was informed by the woman who opened the door that 
51. Gyulbeiikyan was in his office in the market-place, whereupon a policeman was sent 
to fetch him*. He soon appeared, and with every sign of astonishment and no little 
trepidation inquired of the Commissary why his house was being besieged, to all 
amicarances by so Inrgc a crowd of people. On being informed of the motive ot the 
sudden domiciliary visit, M. Oytilbonkyan declared that he know nothing whatever of 
the presence of any Turkish women, young or old, in Ins house, which, however, the 
noiicc might search from top to bottom if tlioyeho.se. I he police then entered the 
house where they found two old Turkish women, who, on being interrogated, declared 
no,',lively that they had come to ask if there was any washing to be done, they having 
been employed as laundresses by llic master of the bouse for some years past. 1 lie 
police, well knowing that Turkish women arc so employed in most ot the well-to-do 
Christian bouses of Angora, saw at once what a foolish mistake bad been made, and left 
tin- lmu.se forthwith after u few muttered apologies to its owner. No sooner were they 
outside tlmn they began to disperse the mob, the coining together of which they bad 
hitherto practically encouraged, by n liberal employment of bad hmgiiugo eked out by 
blows from the flai of their swords. . , . 

TIiIh fortunately was the very tame conclusion ul an incident which promised at one 
time to end far otherwise. For there can he no doubt whatever, as has been most 
reasonably pointed out to me, that had there been any men in M. Gyulbenkyau’s house 
at the time the police entered it, which most fortunately for him was not the case, all his 
family being now in Constantinople, while both of his man-servants were out at the time, 
or had the Turkish women been younger, which might easily have been the case, the 
result of the domiciliary visit, if we take into consideration M. Gyulbeiikyan s nationality 
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aad the present extraordinary excitability of the Turkish mob, might have been of a 
most sanguinary and tragic character. ri lhcnkvan, w i, 0 ; s closely related 

&&&==&&&&'■*=** 

among all classes of this town. 

(Signed) ’ IV. 8. RICHARDS. 


Sir P. Carrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(N°-819.) Constantinople, October 10, 1806. 

the honour to forward to your Lordslupherewith copy of a despatch which 

with a successful result. I have signified approval of Ills action. ^ 

(Signed) ’" PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 56. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Khar put, September 21, 1896. 

' WITH reference to my telegrams of the 15th and 10th instant, reporting the great 

AmC mvlu 9 thereup 0 n dispatched the Chief of Gendarmerie at Mezreh with a few of 
his men to Kharput with orders to augment the guard attached to the Mission, and to 
consult Dr. llarmim ns to wlint might further lie done to insure the safety of the 

Am °Townrda'theVvvrig of Tuesday, the 15th instant, the terror, both at Kharput and 
at Mezreh row to fever point by reason of rumours ol disturbances having occurred 
at Eghin and elsewhere in this vilayet. Several persons called upon mo after dusk in.a 
stale of the greatest agitation. I did my best to reassure them, and on the following 
morning called upon and had long conversations with the V all and Military Com- 

man 'l <l pointed out to them the danger to which the Protestant .Mission would he exposed 
in the event of another outbreak owing to the unreasonable though general dl-w.il 
harboured by Turks of all classes against the person ot Dr. Bni imm. 

1 reminded thorn that the missionaries barely escaped with their lives during the las 
disturbance here, and warned them of the grave responsibility they would Inenr shoa d 
any further mishap befall the Mission, more especially an there was now an Lnglish Indy 

icsiding^the e. ^ tl)0 gan .j son a ( Kharput should he increased, and that 
the officer in command there should bo held responsible fur any disturbance that might 
happen b. the town, and for the safety of (he Mission staff and buildings; that sentinels 
should he stationed both in the Armenian nnd Turkish quartors at Mezreh; and that a 
[901| y 
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trustworthy officer should be sent round to the various villages in the neighbourhood to 
order the Agas to keep the villagers quiet, and prevent the Turks from menacing and 
molesting their Christian neighbours, numbers of whom had already begun to flock into 
Mezreh for protection, and that suspicious characters, whether Turkish or Armenian, 
should be at once arrested and kept under restraint until public confidence should be 
restored. 

All the measures suggested by me have been put into force. A battalion of 
Reserves has also been formed, and the company of regular troops at Kharput has been 
reinforced by a company of Reserves. 

Besides these troops, there is a battalion of regulars stationed at Mezreh. 

An “Jinn,” or Proclamation, a copy, with translation, of which I inclose herewith, 
has, moreover, been printed and posted up at the konak and in other public places, 
reminding the people that the Sultan desires that all classes of his subjects should live 
peaceably together, and ordering them to keep the peace. 

The general uneasiness has now abated somewhat, and I do not anticipate any 
immediate trouble here, but the calling out of the Reserves has in no way contributed 
towards reassuring the Armenians, who cannot forget, it seems, the part played by those 
troops during the disturbance in this town last winter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 


Vice-Consul Fontana to the Governor-General of Kharput. 


M. 1c Gouverneur-Gdn6ral, Mezreh, le 12 Septembre, 1896. 

.J’AI riionncur d’attircr l’attention dc votre Excellence sur les faits suivonts. 

Hier au soir apr6s avoir quittd le konak j'ai re 9 U de bonne source dcs nouvclles tr&s 
inquidtnntes. Des Notables Musultnnns out prdvenu dcs Notables Chretiens de la ville 
qu’un danger imminent les menace; et que les evonements regrettablcs qui viennent d’avoir 
lieu a Constantinople out eu pour rlsultat de order une impression des plus f&chcuscs 
pnrmi les Musulmans du peuple, qui sont tous nrmds, du reste, quoiqu’ils cachent les 
nrmes dont ils se sont munis. 

Jc le crois, par consequent, de mon devoir dc demander it votre Excellence que des 
ordres catdgoriques soient envoyes it 1’officier chargd de la protection de la ville, pour 
qu’nu moins quatorze homines choisis soient immediatement ajoutds, cn cas dc troubles, 
niix six gendarmes dont est composde actuellement la garde dc la Mission Amdricaine; ct 
quo l’on signifie ii cct officicr quo si par suite des ddsordres qui pourront delator dans cette 
province 1c moindre mal arrive A la susdite Mission ou u quclqu’un des mission uni res, il en 
sera tenu rcsponsablc, ct que cette rcsponsnbilitd lui sera extrdmement grave. 

Je me nermets, d'ailleurs, dc fuire observer A votre Excellence quo la Mission 
Amdricaine abrite, dans cc moment, la nommdo Mme. Harris, sujette Britannique; ct 
quo par consdquent la responsabilitd de votre Excellence—aussi bicn que la mienne— 
vis-A-vis de cette Mission sera, sans doute, trds grande aux yeux soit dc I’Ambassadeur dc 
Sa Majestd Britannique, soit du Ministre des Etats-Unis d'Amdriquc it Constantinople. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

(Signd) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


(Seal.) 


Inclosure 8 in No. 50. 

Notice. 

(Translation.) 

IT is needless to state that the desire of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan is that the 
honour, life, and property of his subjects, to whatever class they belong, should be 
carefully guarded, and that to this end the public peace and tranquillity should be 
complete. His Imperial Majesty will never countenance injury done, however slight it be 
and from whatsoever source it proceed, to any one of his subjects. Should it be ascertained, 
therefore, that contrary to the will of God and of the Sultan any wrong, cither open or 
secret, shall have been wrought by ignorant persons, or by whomsoever it be, upon uny 
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other individual, the guilty party or parties will be instantly visited with severe punish¬ 
ment. So let every man know the Imperial will, and let all men live together like 
brethren and like fellow-patriots in honest converse, pursuing quietly their daily occupa¬ 
tions, and studiously avoiding any act, attitude, or word which may possibly give rise to 
restlessness or disquiet. 

(Seal of Vali.) 

September 5 (17), 1512. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 820.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 10, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 805 of the 7th October, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a further despatch which I have received 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus enumerating the demands made by the Druses, 
who still hold out. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 57. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Damascus, September 28,. 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 25th instant l have the honour to report 
that I have learnt that the Druses of Salkhad and others, who still hold out, gave a sort 
of ultimatum to the Mushir, the irreducible minimum of their demands. They demanded 
a just administration, to secure which they desired to have only military officials, ns they 
had had sufficient experience of civil functionaries. Secondly, they required the 
establishment of schools in the Jebel; aud, thirdly, the construction of the projected 
branch line of railway from Sheikh Meskin to Suedah. Lastly, they insisted that 
soldiers should take the place of zaptiehs, whose presence they detest, and reasonably so, 
as they are mostly Kurds, and the curse of the country. 

The Mushir replied that he would communicate these demands to the Sublime 
Porte, and it appears that some effect has been produced, ns the Director of Public 
Instruction here has received orders to establish ten schools in the Jebel Druse in 
addition to five previously existing. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 58. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 

(No. 821.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , October 10, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from the Consul at Erzcroum, giving the account of the Eghin massacre 
as related to him by the Vali. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 










CO 


Inclosure in No. 58. 

Consul Groves to Sir P. Currie. 

Erzeroum , September 2 A, 1896. 

,r ’ 1 HAVE the honour to report that to-day the Vali of Erzeroum informed me that 
serious disturbances had taken place at Eghin, in the Kharput Vilayet, tlb °“ t fo “ r ° r ^ e 
.lays ago. 1 have since learnt that the dale of their occurrence must have been some days 
earlier tlmn (his, but his Excellency was speaking off-hand and without reference to 

< ' OC 'Tccording to Raoul Pasha’s story, the Armenians of Eglnn, after receiving the news 
of the massacres at Constantinople, had taken up arms and withdrawn to the neighbouring 
mountains, after setting lire to a part of the town. Troops were sent an i ™ 

engagement took place, in which 11 Mussulmans were killed and 28 wounded, 400 of the 
Armenians being killed. In speaking of the losses his Excellency used the word 
'‘Mussulmans’’ and not “ troops,”nnd 1 gather from this thatBashi-Bezouks as well as 
regulars were engaged in the attack on the Christians. He added that a hod) of 
Kurds, excited by these events, had endeavoured to cross the frontier of the Erzeroum 
Vilayet, but had been turned back by troops dispatched for this purpose by the Vali s 

OF C I had the honour lo report the substance of the above to your Excellency by telegraph 

’ I have, Sic. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


Constantinople, October 10,1896. 

y I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, giving an account of n raid by 
Kurils on an Armenian village called Bournaz. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc in No. 59. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

o-. Erzeroum , .September 26, 1890. 

' I have the honour to report Ihul on Saturday last, the 19th inslant, at about two 

hours after ... attack was made upon the village of Bournaz, m the ( aza ol 

Khinis by a hand of Zirrekanli Kurds, said to he some of the men of Roidi Khan leg 
„l Scuiicmcz, alio is now in Constantinople, with one Muadron of lu^atmidieh 
Regiment. Following their usual custom, the Kurds fired a random volley into the 
village to terrify Urn inhabitants, and then proceeded to pillage the houses and drive ott 
the cattle. The only person injured was an Armenian girl, both whoso logs were broken 
bv a bullet; she died before she could he brought into Khinis—four hours distance 
for medical assistance. Bounin.: was plundered last year at the time of the massacres, 
and has been in the receipt of relief from the Anglo.American fund. The villagers hail 
111 -1111 their autumn ploughing, ami not haring cattle enough, had hired a few oxen from 
iietghboiiring villages, which were driven off with their own, so Hint they are now in a 
worse nliehtHiun ever, ns they must make good the hired oxen. 

'rliiA'ali of Erzeroum informed me yesterdny that lie had ordered a detachment ot 
troops lo pursue the raiders, and recover the plundered property at nil costs. It is but 
fair to state that this is the first had raid of the kind in the Erzeroum die net, which 
has conic to my notico since the affair of Ilursmkiur, reported in my despatch of 


the 11 til July*. Though minor cases of cattle robbery continue to be frequent, and the 
comparative security which reigns ill this vilayet is due to the unceasing exertions of the 
Vali Raouf Pasha, whose maintenance in this post is devoutly to bo hoped for. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 

Illy. l.Jrd,” Constantinople, October 10,1890. 

I HAVE the honour lo forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, reporting the removal to 
that town, for judgment, of a number of political prisoners from Erzinghian, and Hie 
measures taken, in general, by* the Vali for the better administration of justice. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 

Inclosure in No. 00. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r Erzeroum, September 25, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report that a number of political prisoners now detained at 
Erzinghian arc about to be removed for trial to Erzeroum. This step must be regarded 
as an unmixed gain for the prisoners in question, for, ns your Excellency is aware, tor 
some time past at Erzinghian, political charges have been pressed with relentless severity, 
acquittals have been rare, the heaviest sentences of tlm law have invariably been 
pronounced, and the results of such trials have been kept secret ns long ns possible, so 
to avoid the chance of European interference. 

At Erzeroum, on the other hand, the presence of the foreign Consulates acts as a 
check upon hole-and-corner modes of procedure, and insures at least the publicity of the 
results. At the same time it may he hoped that the influence of the present Vali wiil 
be thrown into the scale on the side of justice nnd a fair trial, so far ns that is possible in 
Turkey. Raouf Pasha has just given an earnest of this by his action in purging the 
local Courts of Justice of some of thoir worst elements. Within the last few days he 
has, in the fnce of strong opposition, procured the dismissal of live important members 
of the judicial stnff who were noted for their venality nnd misconduct. Two of these, 
Shcrccf Effendi Sheikh Zndc and Ciniabel Effondi Sarnlian, were members of the Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Section), two more, Sabri Elfcndi and Olinlib Bey, wore Juges 
d’lnstruction, and the other, Yousouf Effondi, was Chief Clerk in Hie Commercial 
Court. The first named, Sheriff Effondi, is believed to he the inspirer, if not the actual 
author of the incendiary placards posted here of late, as reported in my despatch of the 
lltli instant, nnd nil of thorn, together with the Census Director Tahir Bey, who has 
also been dismissed, arc known to have covertly opposed the Vali’s efforts to restore 
and maintain confidence, and remedy judicial and Administrative abuses. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury .—(Received October 19.) 

(No. 824.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 10, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul acting ut Augora reporting the arrest 
of two Turks, Government employes, at Dcnck Ma’aden on a charge of being in corre¬ 
spondence with Armenian revolutionists. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


It 








Inclosure in No. 01. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Angora, October 3, 1806. 

1 HAVE the honour to reporl to your Excellency that two Turks named Ismail and 
Ahmed, respectively, who arc small Government employes at Denck Ma’adcn in the 
Caza of lveakin, about 48 miles to the south-east of Angora, have been arrested, 
examined by the Juge destruction, and .‘•cut under police escort to Constantinople 
charged with having been engaged in a secret and treasonable correspondence with 
certain members of the Armenian Revolutionary Committee in the capital. 

It would appear, according to the authorities, that the papers found in the possession 
of these men constitute the most conclusive proof of their guilt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IV. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 02. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 

(No 827.) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 12, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 776 of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the “ Ikdam’’ of the 8th October published an article (precis 
of which is herewith inclosed) dissuading Armenians from emigrating, and suggesting that 
not only should all such as leave the country forfeit their Ottoman nationality, but that 
they should also be forbidden to return. 

On the next day the following olHcial communique appeared in the same news¬ 
paper :— 

“ The continued departure of Armenians affords to the ill-disposed an opportunity of 
asserting that there is no security for life and property in Turkey. As this i9 absolutely 
false, and there exists no ground whatever for apprehensious, the following measures have 
been decreed by the Council of State and sanctioned by Imperial Iradd:— 

“ All Armenians who persist in their desire to emigrate must present to a special 
Commission a written guarantee that they will not return to Turkey, attested by the 
Patriarchate and accompanied by two photographs. If their demand is agreed to they 
will be given passports, stating clearly that they will not be permitted to return to 
Turkey, and that they cease to be Ottoman subjects; their names will be at the same 
time registered in a special register, and entered nt, the proper official departments and at 
the Patriarchate. All those who leave the country without permission of the Ottoman 
Government and do not return within u month and a-hnlf from the publication of this 
notification (or if a valid excuse be adduced within two months), must notify to the 
Ottoman missions abroad that they do not intend to return to Turkey, and all such as do 
not return within the prescribed period will be divested of their Ottoman nationality. No 
claims to foreign nationality on the part of Ottoman Armenians attempting to return with 
foreign passports will be admitted, whatever their name or class, nor will they be icceived 
in any part of the Ottoman dominions. 

"These provisions do not apply to Armenians who left the country twenty years 
ago, nor to seditious Armenians. Those who emigrated in the past will not be allowed 
to enter the country, and all revolutionaries and seditious persons will be at once arrested 
and handed over to the Tribunals to be dealt with according to law. Moreover, us 
many foreign Armenians have taken part in the recent sedition, and there is great tliffieully 
in distinguishing them from the natives, no demands for admission to Ottoman nationality 
on the part of foreigners will be entertained or proceeded with/' 

The contradictory character of these Regulations cannot fail to produce much 
confusion, and I am causing inquiries to bo made at the Sublime Porte with the view of 
obtaining some further explanation of the intentions of the Turkish Government. 

I have, icc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Jnclosurc in No. 62. 

Precis of Article in the " I ltd am " of October 8, 189G. 


(Translation.) 

THE crimes of the Armenian revolutionaries have met with universal abhorrence, 
while the prompt success of the Government in restoring order has aroused the admiration 
and congratulation of the whole world. The foolish dreams of the seditious aro blamed 
not only by the humane, but the loyul Armenians are united in reproving them. Their 
own newspapers have done so in articles reproduced in these columns. It is inevitable 
that a community should contain both good and evil men; it is to the latter among the 
Armenians that our remarks apply. But order having been so promptly and satisfactorily 
restored, we cannot understand why Armenians are emigrating to Bulgaria and other 
countries. It is well known to all that not a single person who has not committed acts of 
sedition has been in the slightest degree molested by the Government, which is not likely 
to depart from the principles of toleration and perfect equality which it has practised for 
the last six centuries. If fear is the cause of this exodus, the Armenians, i.e., the disloyal 
among them, are the sole causes, as is admitted even by our enemies. 

In other countries Armenians, so far from enjoying the complete liberty and tolerance 
which they participate in here, will be compelled to become orthodox, to use the churches 
of those countries, to adopt their language, to give up their own priesthood, See. Let 
them compare these privations with the countless benefits and privileges which they enjoy 
in the Ottoman Empire before deciding to depart. 

Moreover, we are informed that, us is hut natural, those that have left wander about 
the streets, exposed to hunger and privation. This should serve as a lesson to others. 
Order having been completely restored, and their being absolutely no reason for loyal 
Armenians to fear, and as they will never meet elsewhere with the happiness, equality, and 
favours which they enjoy here, we think that the Government would be fully justified in 
refusing to allow such as wish to regain these privileges which they have given up by 
emigrating to return to this country. Wherefore, let loyal and honourable Armenians 
who Imve not and do not desire to mix in sedition, and who have suffered no molestation 
at the bands either of the Government or of individual Turks, let such be reassured and 
remain in their native laud, offering up prayers for the prolongation of the Sultan’s life; 
such advice we deem it our duty to give. 


No. 63. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 828.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , October 12, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting on the state of those 
parts of the Vilayets of Adana and Aleppo which he has recently visited. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 63. 
Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. C'urrie. 


Sir, Adana, October 3, 1896. 

WITH reference to my recent journey in the Provinces of Adana and Aleppo, I have 
the honour to submit to your Excellency the following brief summary of the present state 
of the parts visited. 

The Armenian population is everywhere oppressed by a system of government which 
takes from them the means of circulating freely, of earning a livelihood, and of enjoying 
a feeling of security to life and property, even on the most frequented highway. Taxes are 
levied without mercy, even from the poorest. The prisons are filled with innocent men, 
who lie there for months without trial. 

While the Armenians threaten to lose patience and to break out into some act of 










01 

rebellion, the Government oflicinU have everywhere informed me that the* 
be ready " end to exterminate the Armenian wherever he may lift h» I't’ad- 1 0 J ‘“ s “ 
populace is everywhere armed in readiness for the unarmed Armenian, and we may expect 
disturbances whenever and wherever a spark may kindle. disturbance 

1 have everywhere warned the Armenians to give no cause lor massacre or distarbanee, 
but their patience is waning; they have waited so long without ™y result they say, that 
they arc losing hope, and they prefer death to enduring their present sufferings. 

J No protests t P o the Govcmor-Gencral of Adana are of any use Thisofficial . gg 
has lately been increased 25/. a-month ns a mink of satisfaction at his utter incompetently, 

1 I ,resume - 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 01. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 19.) 

Constantinople, October 12, 1896. 

•' i HAVE the honour to forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received'from' the Acting British Consul a. Angora reporting the arrest of certain 
seditious Armenians at Yuzgat. j ^ av# 

(Signed) ‘ ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 04. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Angora, October 7, 1896. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency a rather curious incident which 
has been brought to my knowledge in connection with the recent ariest of certain 

^ mi It* would Appear that about a fortnight or so ago an Armeni,of Denek 

r£t y e*tec\ P readtinr^ These proposals 

denounced to the Turkish authorities, lie yielded, and left the town, only to returu again 
a lew days afterwards accompanied by another Armenian, whose name I have been unal o 
=:V.»o men together made another attempt to win.over to heir au e le 

ot ^considerable 1 stores of money and ammunition with which thev appeared 
nrnvidcd Some few of the Vuzgat men were finally convinced of the teasiuiut; oi 
Miichsoiiminii's project, which, however, the majority of their co-religionists not only 
refused to countenance, but even went and revealed to the local authorities. Machsouiman 
‘i, r a t once arrested ns well ns four of his converts, named Seuaker.m Kebabj.au, school- 
master; Avcdis Mashlakjian, of the same profession; Dicran Bakirjian, a merchants 
f U rk • and No zap Buklayan, leather-seller. . . 

Machsoumian's companion appears to have escaped, ut all events no mention made 

” r h, lUccni8 that Kebahjian has only recently returned from Palestine, after a three years' 

eveif^^ccting'tbeniSo torture^for^tlm purpose 0 ^ '^orlteg^ confession as to supposed 
accomplices. 


The Vidi denies this latter fact on the strength of statements made to that effect by 
the Miftcimif-'o" Yil^t, but I dm not inclined to put much faith m »uchj—£ 
knowing that the practise of torturing prisoners is still by no means uncommon 

Turk Any further information I may obtain in this connection, 1 shall not fail to com- 
munieate to your Excellency. j 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 65. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


fNo. S3Q.) Constantinople, October 12, 1896. 

• I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana, giving especially an account ot 
the deplorable state of the FiSkd district of Kozan. f ^ 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 65. 
Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 


Adana, October 1, 1896. 

’ I have the honour to report to your Excellency that f have only just recovered 
slightly from a very severe attack of fever, which appears to have temporarily much 
injured my health. I trust, however, not to he prevented irom attending to my duties. 
It was caused, doubtless, by the privations, fatigues, and unhealthy halting-places of my 

'“‘■'i jresilcctfullvtcg'tVtlmiik your Excellency foi the money granted from relief 
funds for Lznn villages, and I trust that a further sum maybe available for Hadj.n 

‘"’"bn perfectly reliable authority, 1 regret lo have to inform your Excellency that the 
state of F<5k6 district of Kozan could not ho much worse. Oppression and terror reign, 
and the prisons are full to overflowing with innocent Armenians, rhe people are be g 
goaded apparently into open rebellion. All direct remonstrance with the Governor- 
Genernl of Adana proves useless, this old oflicial being dead to all energetic or useful act 
of government. A disaster is to be feared at any moment if the present Kaim-Mukam 
of Fdkd bo not removed. , &c 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 66. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 19.) 

if °i ord 0 Constantinople, October 12, 1890. 

y WITH reference to my telegram No. 408 of the 23rd September, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ol a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivns giving details ol the Kurdish raids ill the Divrigh 
district. 


[901] 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 66. 

I'ice-Consul Bulman to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r Sivas, October 5, 1690 

I HAVE the honour to furnish details of the disorders in Ihc Divrigh district. The 
Kurds o ho attacked the villages are of the Sarichcciiek district that lies on the >or ere 
of the Kharput and Sivas Provinces. Their Chief is Mchcmet Koord Ogh. I ins man 
came to Pinguian a few days before the disturbances and demanded 400/. 1 lie villagers 
refused to give it, and he then threatened to destroy them. . ,■ ,, 

On Friday, the 18th September, these Kurds, accompanied by’ Turks ot the 
surrounding villages, came to Kesme. a village of ISO houses, half Turkish half Armenian 
The most part of the Armenians Hed.but some took refuge in the houses of their I uikish 
neighbour-, ulm afterwards gave them up; 12 houses were burnt, b men were Killed, and 
even- Armenian house pillaged. The Kurds then went to Zimara, a village of 100 
houses, |0 of which are Armenian. Here, too, most of the Armenians had Bed, as they 
had seen the smoke of the burning houses at Kesme; 15 houses were burnt, 3 women 
were killed and 9 men. , , . 

Some time previous to this, a villager of Zimara lmd gone Jo the Sarichcchek 
district to buv oxen. On arriving there, a friend of his among the Kurds told him not 
t.. buy, os they had received orders to attack the Armenians. He linnself saw the Kurds 
sharpening their knives, moulding bullets, and getting their guns ready. 

From Zimara. on the following day (Saturday), the Kurds went to 1 ingumn, a 
village of 200 houses, wholly Armenian. On one side ol Pinguian is tlio Euphrates, ana 
on the other steep mountains, and the only escape was by a road leading up a steep 
ascent. Escape was therefore difficult, and not less than sixty Armenians were killed. 
Ill addition, many women threw themselves into tile Euphrates to escape ill-treatment. 
The whole village is completely burnt, with the exception of one house and one klmn. 
Throe other villages were also looted: Ilecch, Hnssjin Olva, and Is aver. I nose arc in 
the Kharput Vilayet. ■ _. ... .. 

The Kurds then started for Divrigh. On getting near Ardmadar, a village m the 
neighbourhood, they found the Kaiinakam of Divrigh with some soldiers, and they then 
at once retired. The movements of the soldiers during this time are remarkable. A 
Lieutenant and iorty men were sent from Divrigh on Thursday and halted 1 hursday 
night at Kesme. Early on Friday morning this party went to Pinguian, and on Friday 
the Armenians of Kesme and Zimara were pillaged. On Saturday morning this party 
returned to Kesme, and on Saturday Pinguian was burnt. Pinguian is about 44 miles in 
a direct line from Zimara, and the smoke of burning houses could have been seen and 
the shots heard by this party By road tlic distance is under two hours. Some ol the 
inhabitants of Divrigh Bed from fear. Three of those were killed. The number ot lulled 
stilted above is the number of those killed inside, the villages. Probably some ot those who 
lied were killed. A Kurdish Chief, Mustnpha Bey, protected all who came to his district 
US lie did during the disorders of last autumn. The Vali lias authorized the issue ot 
bread to these villages, and parties of zaptiehs have been sent to seek nod induce those 
who fled to return; but the man I sent to Pinguian reports that at present the village is 
completely deserted, except by a few old women too decrepit to By, who, by some over¬ 
sight, had not been destroyed. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. BULMAN. 


No. 07. 

Sir P. Cuirie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 

(No 83° ) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, October 12, 1820. 

III WE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Dinrbckir, reporting that there is a 
slight improvement in the condition of that province. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUflHIE. 
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Tnclosure in No. 67. 

Vice-Consul Hallward to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r Dinrbckir, September 29, 1890. 

FOR the last two months this vilayet has on the whole been in a quieter condition 
than ut any time since the massacres of last year ; lately some agitation was caused by 
the news of the disturbances in Constantinople, hut no actual infraction of the peace 
occurred. , 

As I had the honour to report by telegram a somewhat disturbing efiect was 
also produced bv a telegram from Arif Effcndi to his son here, announcing that 
he had been advanced in rank, and would shortly return here. This man took a 
prominent part in the massacre, and kept up so much agitation for some months after¬ 
wards that the Government found itself obliged to remove him from here, and he was sent 
to Mosul last March. He subsequently obtained permission to proceed to Constan¬ 
tinople, and is there now. 1 sincerely trust that the Grand Vizier’s promise to your 
Excellency not to allow him to return here will be kept, as il would he difficult to 
exaggerate the disastrous efiect that his return would have throughout this vilayet. 
Though things arc comparatively quiet now it would lake very little to set the elements ol 
disorder again in motion; the Kurds who took part in the disturbances have not been 
punished, and those who protected the Christians have been given to understand, or ut any 
rate arc under the impression, that their action was displeasing to the Government. 

The maintenance of order hitherto has been mainly due to the presence of Zia Pasliu, 
the Military Commandant, who has effectively exerted his influence in the right direction; 
if some mark of favour could he given him by the Government it would have an excellent 
efi'cct here, and would serve to show the population that tile Government is really in 
favour of the preservation of order. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. M. HALLWARD. 


No. 68. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 833.) 

My Lord, • Constantinople, October 18, 1890. 

’ WITH reference to my telegram No. 414 of the 2(itli September, 1 have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which l have received 
from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul ut Kharput, giving details of the massacre at Egliin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FMILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 68. 

Fire -Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Kharput, September 29,1890. 

AVITH reference to my telegrams of the 10th and 25th instant, reporting that a 
serious disturbance took place a fortnight ago at Egliin, 1 now have the honour to 
report to your Excellency all that 1 have since learned with regard to the disturbance 
in question. 

Information received by me indirectly from a Turk connected with the telegraph 
office here the day after the massacre lmd ended is to the following effect:— 

On Monday, the 14th instant, a telegram was received by the Kharput authorities 
from the Palace, informing them that the following day at -1- o’clock (Turkish time) the 
Armenians at Egliin intended to create a disturbance, and instructing them to take tho 
necessary action. 

On Tuesday, the 15tli instant, at about half-past 1 (Turkish), Mustapha Pasha, the 
Military Commandant, proceeded to the telegraph office and wired certain instructions 
to the authorities of the lattor town. Thereupon tlio Acting Kalmnkain, Hnkki Effcndi, 







the Mal-Mudiri Osman, Hafiz Effendi, or the Administrativo Couiici1, Salih bffeflgb 
member of (he Egilin Correctional Courl, and Kara Bey, Head ot the Municipality, 
armed themselves, called together the Moslems, and caused the Imperial troops to 
surround the Armenian quarter at Keui-llashi. Shortly afterwards a gun was fired, and 
the massacre began , _ . r 

It is believed that an indirect order was sent irom the Palace for the massacre in 
question to lie carried out, owing to the fact of Eghin Armenians having been concerned 
in the recent disturbance at Constantinople. ... i - 

'flic Armenian Murokbns of Eghin was compelled by the authorities, under pain ot 
death, to telegraph to the Patriarch that the Armenians were responsible lor the 
outbreak there. , w , ... ... , ? , A 

The story now circulating among the Turks at Mczreli, and discredited, I have 
reason to believe, by the great majority ot them, is as follows: 

On Sunday, the 13th instant, the Armenians at Eghin assembled in their church as 
usual, but remained there several hours. After the service had terminated, the 
Kaimakam Vckili called up their leading men, and asked them why they had remained 
so long at tlieir prayers. They replied that there was no particular reason for their 

(1>m The next day they again went to tlieir church, and stayed there so long that the 
Acting Kaimakam felt compelled to send two officials to see what was going on. >> lien 
these officials entered the church they found that the Armenians had tied ft rope round 
the neck of tlieir Murakhas, and were dragging him about, crying in a chorus, " M hy 
did you prevent us making ft disturbance before ? ” 

‘On the following morning 500 Armenians, after setting fire to tlieir own houses, 
retired with rifles to the hill overlooking the town, and attacked a body of troops who 
had been sent to disperse certain Kurdish tribes hovering in the neighbourhood. The 
rebels had bombs with them, stamped with the name of Izmirlian. 

Five or six letters received by Armenian Notables here two days ago contain the 
following information.. . . , 

On the Sunday and Monday referred to the Armenians assembled in their church 
and offered up special prayer, owing to the great fear prevalent in their town. 
Assurances were, however, given to them by the Acting Kaimakam that there was no 
reason for anxiety, and that they might disperse to tlieir houses, which they accordingly 
did. On Tuesday, the 15th instant, at 1 o'clock (Turkish), a gun-shot was heard—said 
by the Turks to have been fired by a butcher named Manouk—and immediately after¬ 
wards the Armenian quarter was attacked on all sides by Turks armed to the teeth. 
The town was surrounded by troops, who fired upon any Armenian trying to escape into 
the country. The massacre lasted until the afternoon ot the following Ihursday. 
Upwards of 2,090 Armenians were slaughtered (mostly by the troops), including largo 
numbers of women and children. Some fifty women wore thrown into the Euphrates by 
tlio soldiery. . , , , 

Out of the 1,150 houses constituting the Armenian quarter 080 wero burned, and 
all were pillaged. There was, and is, a battalion of regular troops stationed at Eghin. 
No Kurds entered the town during the disturbance. 

In the village of Abchugar fifty-nine Aimoninns were massacred, and the looting 
wns general. In that of Gcmirgcb twenty-three were killed, and the Armenian houses, 
which were plundered last year, wore again looted. 

In conclusion, 1 would add that many Turkish Notables here are deploring the 
massacre at Eghin, declaring that the Armenians gave no excuse for the crime. The 
Eghin Armenians have hitherto been greatly respected among all classes ns being the 
moat distinguished and refined, as well as the best educated of their race ; and among 
Armenians in general, it is considered an honour, 1 am told, to be a native of Eghin. 

It is to he upprehendod, therefore, that this disastor will produce an impression 
even among Armenians who have witnessed similar troubles in other localities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


69 


No. 69. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbuty.—(Received October 19.) 


My°T ord ^ Constantinople, October 14, 1896. 

> i HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a Circular 
note rerbale addressed hy the Sublime Porte to the foreign Missions, complaining that 
Armenian revolutionaries arriving at Constantinople hy sea frequently succeed in 
eluding the vigilance of the police, and requesting that permission may bo granted 
for the ships to be searched by the police immediately on their arrival. 

Mv colleagues and I were unanimously of opinion that it was impossible to 
entertain this request of the Turkish Government, and I have the honour to inclose 
conv of the identic note which has been addressed to the Sublime lorto m reply. 

As originally drafted hy the French Ambassador, the note laid down in detail the 
principles lry which the Powers would bo guided in the question Bearing: in mind, 
however the instructions in laird Rosebery s despatch No. 185 of the 19th July, 
1893, I suggested the wording finally adopted, simply declining tho requost ot the 

Porte. _. . 

I have, txc, 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 69. 
Note Verbale. 


( IL r&uUo d’un rapport do la Prefecture de Police que les Anarohirtes ot rfvolu- 
tionnaires ArmtSnions qui viennent pour la plupart do 1 Stranger ^Constantinople 
no quittent les bateaux sur lesquels ils arnvent quo vingt-quatre lioures aprOs 
dtSbarqucment des nutres passagors ou n’en sortent quo ddgmsfe cn matolots ou 
autroment pour tromper la vigilance des autoritds Imptsrtales. 

Cot 6tat de choscs est dc nature ii enroyer les efforts ddployds par les autoriti s 
ImptSriales pour le inanition de l’ordrc public. Lc soul moycn d y remtidier consistent 
on l’inspection par les agents dc police des bateaux desservant la capitalo il lour 
nrriveo dans lo port, le Ministere des Affaires Elrang&res est persuade quo 1 Amhassado 
do 8a Maieste llritannique, dgalomcnt soucieuso du liiaintien de la securite publiquo, 
voudra liien no point s’opposer h cotto inspection ct (tenner partant ii qui dc droll des 
instructions on consequence. 

Minis the des Affaires Pirnnyercs , 
le 4 Octobre, 1B96. 


Inolosuvo 2 in No. 09. 

Note Verbale. 

PAK uno note verbale cu date du 4 Octobre, la Sublime Porto a prie 1 Ambassade 
de (Sa Maieste Britanniquc) do donnor des instructions pour quo les agents dc police 
soiout autorises ii inspector d6s lour arrivdo dans lo port do Constantinople les navires 
(Anglais). Lo but do cotto mosuro sorait do mottro un termo aux debarquemonts 
clandcstins d’Arm6niens Anarchistes et revolutiounaircs. . 

L’ Ambassade regrette do no pouYoir donner suite it uno domando qui serait uc 
nature it soulovor des questions do droit international, ot qui, d'ailleurs, est sans objet, 
car il est toujours possiblo it la police Ottomane d'arrfitor, au moment de lour 
ddbarquomont, lea individus qui leur paraissent suspects. 

Therapia, le Octobre, 1890. 


1901] 
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No. 70. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—-(Received October 19.) 


(No. 836.) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 14, 1896. 

SINCE my despatch No. 777 of the 29th ultimo, the Extraordinary Tribunal for the 
trial of persons connected with the recent disturbances in Constantinople 1ms continued to 
sit almost every day, although no copies of the proces-vcrbaux have been supplied to Her 
Majesty's Embassy. I have now the honour to transmit a further Table, showing the 
number of persons sentenced, together with a Memorandum drawn up by Mr. Devcy with 
regard to the nature of the cases heard. Mr. Stavrides has also submitted to me in a 
Memorandum, which is also inclosed, his appreciation of the manner in which the 
Court dealt with some of the more important cases brought before it during the last 
fortnight, notably, three of the Jelal Bey Khan, the Comondo Khan, and the Kiuchuk 
Millet Khan. 

It is evident that steps are being taken to crush the Armenians by convictions before 
the Tribunals, whereas the Turks, who massacred at least 100 Armenians to every Turk 
killed, are hardly punished at all. As Mr. Dcvey points out, the preliminary inquiry is 
conducted by the police officers as they sec fit. At the subsequent examination before the 
Juge d'In6truction no control of any sort is exercised, so that when the prisoner’s 
dossier comes before the Court, it may be full of evidence which he has been given no 
adequate means of refuting. Nearly 80 per cent, of the evidence has been received from 
the police or other officials, and no Armenian or rayah would venture to give evidence to 
prove the murder of an Armenian by a Turk. 

The truth of Mr. Devey’s remarks on this subject ha9 been confirmed by a corre¬ 
spondence which I have had with Mr. Gatheral, one of the principal British residents at 
ifebek, with regard to the disturbances which took place there. He informed me that the 
police, true to their policy of proving the Armenians to be the aggressors in all cases 
where massacres had taken place in khans, intended to arrest and bring before the 
Tribunal four Armenian bakers who had taken refuge in their bakery, and concealed 
themselves there during the riot. He was, he stated, absolutely assured of their 
innocence, and had evidence in his possession which would establish it. I instructed 
Mr. Stavrides to make inquiries into this matter at the Ministry of Police, and at the 
Mime time asked Mr. Gatheral to hold himself in readiness to produce the evidence if 
required. 1 have now the honour to transmit copy of his reply to my request, which will 
give your Lordship an idea of the difficulty of obtaining justice in such eases, and of the 
hopelessness of the situation of the Armenians under the present conditions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 70. 

Statement of Persons Sentenced by the Extraordinary Tribunal. 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 70. 


Memorandum by Mr. Devey. 

THE Extraordinary Tribunal was established by Irnde of the Sultan for the purpose 
of executing justice upon all concerned in the riots and slaughter of the 26th-30th 
August, aud subsequent incidents connected therewith. 

The immediate cause of those troubles is undeniably the attack of Armenian 
revolutionists on the Hank, combined with the seditious doings and manifestations at 
Psamalia, Galuta, Serai, and elsewhere. 

It would, therefore, he not unreasonable to allow that this Court be taken to be 
established, not solely for the strict execution of impartial justice, but also be regarded 
as an engine for insuring prompt and adequate punishment ot the guilty parties (exclusive 
of the military and police) for purposes of political vengeance, and for restoring public 
confidence under the forms of justice. 

Hence taking the list of some 35 or 40 cases which have been brought before the 
Court, it would be superfluous, and perhaps undesirable, to criticize the verdicts and 
sentences, solely from the point of view of strict impartial justice; in the Vitalis Han 
case, the Jolal Bey linn case, and several cases of possession of stolen objects by 
Moslems, under ordinary circumstances, the evidence produced would not suffice for a 
conviction. 

It would be interesting to examine a full list of cases before this Court. 

A rough classification of thirty-four cases, of which I lmvc some knowledge, would 
show— 


Important 

Svdiliou. 

Unimportant 

Sedition. 

Possession 

Stolen Objects. 

Murder 

of 

Armcnkn.. 

Moslems. 

1*2 

fi 

13 

3 


7 

21 

6 


The totality of sentences might be about 200 years’ imprisonment and 7 capital 
sentences on Armenians; 25 years and no capital sentence on Moslems. 

Of the three murder-by-Moslcm cases, one with two prisoners is pending, and the 
Procureur-GeneraPs attitude appeared slightly biassed in favour of the accused. In 
another, with two accused, one was sentenced to fifteen years, and his fellow acquitted. 
The third case is that of a Kurd acquitted on the ground that the Armenian body 
slabbed by him was not proved to he living. 

It must he admitted that seditious sentiments had taken deep root and been widely 
disseminated among Armenians of and at this city before the 2Gth August. But no less can 
it he honestly pretended that the Moslem rabble of Bashi-Bazouka “ sopajis ” or Kurds, 
whatever they be called, did go about on the 20th and 27th August, killing innocent as 
well ns revolutionary Armenians wherever found. If, therefore, the authorities were 
absolutely unprejudiced and impartial, there should surely be us many Moslems charged 
with taking part in the riots and massacre on major charges as there arc Armenians 
charged with crime of more important seditious nature ; or rather many more, ns the 
fifteen criminals who entered the hank escaped abroad, and the true revolutionists who 
fought at Psamatia were killed to a man, and probably the great majority of other 
Armenian agitators elsewhere who attacked or provoked riot. It. is true that one hears 
of the 4 ‘ Fedni," i.e., a small band of these agitators said to have distributed nil Constan¬ 
tinople among themselves by quarters, to create sedition ut the cost of their lives. The 
Proeureur-Gen5ral lately showed a photograph of one of these named Javik, also Jovan, 
whose cose will soon he heard. 

In short, I cannot find the Court to blame for its decisions, but think that some 
objection might he raised to the nature of the cases which come before it. 

Why is there not us much energy in hunting out the Kurds and u sopajis ” for 
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murdering Armenians as there is in arresting Armenians of all sorts and conditions 
frequently on the flimsiest charges of sedition ? 

In the first place, because the hands of the police arc full with carrying out Hia 
>erial M 
ted wit J 

borrowing f. „__ _ _, 4J> 

grounds that lists of Armenians, not participating in the sedition, existed amongst 
revolutionary papers seized ; ergo, all the rest are implicated. 

In the second place, what Armenian or rayah or oven foreigner, assuming him to be 
in a position to prove the murder of an Armenian by Moslem would denounce, or even 
give evidence, unless cojnptdled ? Any honest Mussulman so doing would be very ill 
received ; a policeman or officer is generally brow-bcatcn, and no Christian would probably 
venture. 

At the sittings of the Special Court I should calculate only about 5 per cent, of 
rayahs have given evidence, ami this on the most trilling points, whilst possibly nearly 
80 per cent, of the evidence has been received from the police or functionaries. 

Unfortunately it now begins to appear quite clearly that in every case where 
Armenians were killed in bans, Sec., the efforts of the police are now turned to proving 
them tho aggressors, e.g., the Bebek affair. 

The preliminary inquiry is naturally conducted by the police as they see fit; subse¬ 
quently at the hearing and examination before the Jitge destruction, thcro is no means 
of control or power to help an innocent party. So that when the prisoner’s dossier 
comes before the Court it may he full of voluminous evidence against him which he has 
had inadequate means of refuting, and the charge so fully established, that even if he 
calls witnesses, who are allowed to appear and venture to do so, the chances are for a 

conviction. __ 

(Signed) G. 1\ DEVEY. 

Constantinople, October 10, 1890. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 70. 

Memorandum by Mr. Stavridcs. 

IN addition to Mr. Devey’s Memorandum on the judicial proceedings of the Extra¬ 
ordinary Court, it may not be inopportune to submit some appreciation of the manner in 
which the said Court dealt with some important cases which have been tried when I was 
present. 

One among others was that of Jelal Bey Han at Stamboul, where twenty Armenians 
were arrested under the charge that, on the night of the disturbances, a bomb was thrown 
from that han. The indictment was that the pieces of the bomb were found on the roof 
of an adjoining building, os witnessed by some policemen, and that some of the men who 
were there arrested had no business to be in the ban on that night. 

I have carefully listened to the interrogatory of each of thorn, and it was char'that 
there was not the shadow of a proof to bring home the crime to any one of them. How¬ 
ever, the Court, on the mere evidence of the policemen that they had seen the pieces of 
the bomb, being ashamed, as it seems to me, to condemn them all, selected two ot them 
at haphuzard, und condemned them to ten years* hard labour, while acquitting all the 
others. 

Another striking case was that of Consuelo Han. Nineteen persons, all of them 
Armenians, have been arrested there, and the indictment stated that, on the day following 
the disturbance, and on the following Saturday, a shot was fired from the place, although 
the police up to Monday of the following week did not care to take any proceedings 
against those who were in the ban. The Italian Consul-General obtained the testimony 
of Marcchal Shakir Paslm tliut no shot was ever heard from that han. 

This written testimony was sent to the Minister of Police through an Italian Drago¬ 
man, hut hns never been taken into consideration. But there was the evidence ol a 
Captain under Shakir Pasha, ntid some other policemen, who stated that such shots have 
been heard. 

The Court, as in the former ense, followed the same system, and condemned four of 
them to fifteen years’ hard labour, without any special proofs against them. 

Another striking case is that of IvyuchuK Millet Han, where it is of public notoriety 
tliut the sopajis robbed, broke, und destroyed every merchant’s office in the place but not 
[9011 U 
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one of them has ever been arrested. On the contrary, they have arrested six Armenians 
who were porters in the han, and who were known to everybody there ns honest men. 
They had on that day concealed themselves in a cellar in order to avoid being murdered 
by the sopajis. 

The case is not yet finished, but I am afraid that the same system will again prevail, 
and some or all of them will be condemned on the simple basis of the evidence of police¬ 
men—who stilted that the shots had been heard—that those Armenians are supposed to be 
the authors of the same. 

I may quote some minor cases which had been tried on the same system. But the 
above few instances clearly show what justice could ever be expected from a Court on 
which powerful influence is exercised according to my most accurate information. 

Another system now prevails, and that is to arrest men of wealth among the 
Armenians, and such is the case of Ungian Apik Effondi and Artin Nouradounkiun, and 
others who are likely to follow. 

To the cases of the above two gentlemen I shall devote my special attention, and 
report faithfully the proceedings of the Court. 

October 12, 1896. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 70. 

Mr. Gatheral to Mr. Eliot. 

My dear Sir, Constantinople, October 10,1896. 

I HAVE your note of the 8th this morning. 

In my letter to his Excellency the Ambassador with reference to the Bebek bakers, 
1 distinctly said that I could produce the evidence of the survivors if there was an 
honest Tribunal, and I added as this is at present impossible, &c. 

His Excellency must know that rayahs dare not give evidence against Turks, their 
doing so would endanger their lives, so that under the present state of things no evidence 
will be forthcoming. I have heard such evidence which convinces mo of the innocence 
of these bakers, and this led me to address his Excellency the Ambassador, hut I cannot 
produce it, except under the guarantee by an International Tribunal, when the present 
state of partial and corrupt Courts has become history. 

1 would refuse myself to give evidence before' a Turkish Court, let alone an unpro¬ 
tected ray ah. Whatever steps his Excellency the Ambassador may think it wise to take, 
he must not rely on any evidence which 1 can produce to support his representations. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE GATIIERAL. 


No. 71. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 837.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 14, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from the Aoting British Consul at Aleppo, reporting on the present state of 
affairs at Marash. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 71. 

Acting Consul Catoni to Sir P. Currie. 

® ir » Aleppo, September 22, 1890. 

I IIAN h the honour to inform your Excellency that Major Massy, Her Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Adana, in a despatch addressed to mo from Marash on the 15th ultimo, 
reports, with regard to the present state of ufluirs in that district, the following important 
facts:— 
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1. In spite of poverty amounting to starvation, taxes arc still levied forcibly and 
brutally. 

2. People arc cast into prison on suspicion and kept there without trial for months 
at the pleasure of the Government. 

3. Roads and districts are not safe for Armenian traffic. If these go out they arc 
either killed or robbed. 

4. Trade, therefore, is non-existent, and starvation results. The people beg for 
means to earn a livelihood. Some trade, such as now started in Marash—embroideries, 
curtain, and carpet-making—would be a great advantage if introduced for winter 
employment. 

5. More schools, if started, would have a good and civilizing effect. 

On receipt of the said despatch I called immediately on the Vali and brought to his 
notice the above acts of oppression towards the Armenian population, urging his Excel¬ 
lency to take immediate and energetic measures to put an end to these lamentable facts. 
Raif Pasha appeared to attach special interest to my representations, and requested me 
to furnish him, unofficially, with a Memorandum on the subject, to which he promises to 
give his best attention. 

As regards Major Massy’s suggestion that more schools, if started, would have a 
good and civilizing effect, I think, under the present circumstances, that any step in this 
direction would meet with an unsatisfactory result, seeing that the Turkish authorities 
are daily opposing all sorts of vexations and difficulties with a view to close, if possible, 
even the existing Christian schools. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. CATONI. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 838.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 14,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of n despatch which 
I have received from Mr. Fitzmauricc, pointing out the pernicious nature of the Porte's 
secret circulars to the provincial authorities concerning the Armenian disturbances. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosure in No. 72. 

Vice-Consul Fitzmaurice to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Ourfa, September 6, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s telegram of 
the 29th August concerning the Ottoman Bank incident in Constantinople. 

A Mussulman friend of mine had two days previously informed me that the 
Armenians in Constantinople had created a serious disturbance, he himself having 
received the news through a Government official. 

On several occasions during my late few months’ tour in the provinces, I have 
similarly learnt that the Sublime Porto has during the last year adopted the system of 
sending cypher messages to all the provincial* authorities, apprizing them of any such 
incidents as may happen in different parts of the Empire, and enjoining upon them to be 
on the look-out for similar events in their districts, and to exercise increased vigilance in 
hunting down sedition, a rather superfluous injunction, considering that the local 
authorities, as a rule, not only hunt down and magnify real cases of Armenian sedition, 
but often go out of their way to invent imaginary eases where no real onos exist. 

This system was initiated Inst October, after the Hcnchnghist demonstration in 
Constantinople, in consequence of Mcmdouh Pasha, the present Minister of the Interior, 
but then Vali of Angora, having telegraphed for information ns to the demonstration 
incidont, on the ground that fragmentary news of the occurrence, in the absence of 
complete details, only tended to unsettle the minds of, and excite the feelings of, both 
sections of the Angora population. 
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The motive appears at first sight a good one, but the result, as generally happens in 
Turkey, was and is disastrous. For the Forte, generally, either willingly or unwillingly, 
misinformed, telegraphs the first garbled account,, and this, becoming known through the 
officials to the Mussulman population, tends to poison and excite the minds of the 
latter against the unsuspecting Christians, who arc in most cases innocent of any 
treasonable intentions. 

The telegraphic Circular of last year concerning the Armenian demonstration in 
Constantinople contributed largely to bring about the massacres in the Anatolian 
provinces. The result of those massacres is a deep-seated hatred on the part of the 
Moslems towards the utterly cowed and crushed remnants ol former Christian popula¬ 
tions. and as the perpetrators of those massacres have gone unpunished, very little is 
required to incite the Moslems to finish last year’s work of attempted extermination of 
the Christians. 

The news of this recent disturbance at Constantinople led to a distinct ebullition of 
fanatical feeling among the Moslems of this town, while at Birejik they became fiercely 
excited against the former converts to Islam there, and began plotting a fresh massacre. 
They spread about false rumours, to the effect that the Armenians had strangled a 
Moslem woman, and exhibited such signs of their murderous intentions that on Saturday, 
the oth September, the Armenians sent me a special messenger, who covered the 
distance of eighteen hours’ ride in one night. 

On my representations the Mutcssarif at once proceeded to the Ourfa telegraph 
<»flice, and summoned the Birejik Ka'imaknm to the Birejik telegraph office. Ho there 
conversed with the KnTmnknm, inquiring the real cause of the excitement, ami instructed 
him and the Military Commander to take the strictest measures to prevent any distur¬ 
bance. 

'flic hatred of the Moslems towards the Christians is so intense in these regions, and 
the public tranquillity hangs by so slender a thread, that I believe it essential that the 
Sublime Forte should, if it really desires the maintenance of order in the provinces, cease 
sending circular telegraphic summaries of these “untoward” incidents. 

These events in any case get known all over the interior by the post, muleteers, &c., 
hut the details, in the absence of these telegraphic circulars, would only reach the popula¬ 
tion after the first had effect had in great measure worn off. 

The situation in these outlying districts, far removed from even the semblance of 
civilizing influences felt in sea-coast towns, is incredible to those who have not had 
personal experience of the intense ignorance and fanaticism of the Moslems of the 
interior, and this matter is one of vital importance to many thousands of helpless and 
unfortunate Christians. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. II. FITZMAURICE. 


No. 73. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 19.) 

(No. 839.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , October 14, 189G. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Mr. Vice-Consul Fitzmaurice, reporting on the proceedings of the 
Imperial Commission at Ourfa, and the danger to which the Christian population is 
constantly exposed. He suggests that the presence of an European Consular officer would 
do much to insure their safety. 

I propose to report to your Lordship on the matter when I have discussed it with 
Mr. Fitzmaurice, who is now on Isis way to Constantinople. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 73. 


Vice-Consul Fitzmaurice to Sir P. Currie. 


(Confidential.) Our/a, S&enlcr 10,1696. 

IN accordance with your Excellency’s telegraphic instructions of the 7th August, I 
have the honour to report my arrival hero on the 27th August, the Commission reaching 
here on the following day. 

Subsequent to the massacre here in December last, some 000 Armenians made a 
profession of Islam in the hope of preserving their lives in the event of a repetition of 
that massacre, but during the last eight months the majority have cither reverted to their 
old religion here, or quitted Ourfa to do so elsewhere, there remaining over 200, who still 
keep up an outward profession of Islamism. 

The Commission first assembled the principal Moslem inhabitants, and explained to 
them that these Armenians were at perfect liberty to revert lo Christianity, at the same 
time instructing them to enjoin on their fellow Moslems to abstain from in any way 
molesting such converts as should revert. 

On the following day, in the presence of the Mutcssarif and the Military Commander, 
they summoned the greater portion of the remaining converts, telling them in the Sultan s 
name that they were free to re-become Christian; that the Government had not so far 
officially recognized, and would not in future so recognize them, and that, in the event of 
their reverting, they would in every way be protected from molestation. 

They, however, nlinost unanimously declared that they were determined to remain 
in their new religion. I learnt, notwithstanding, from private information, that some really 
wished to revert, and induced the Commission to summon them privately, whereupon a few 
declared themselves Christian. 

A very large number of Christian girls and boys were carried olf by Moslems at 
the time of the massacre, and, on the application of their relatives, we had a tew of 
these restored to their families, but only after an infinity of pains and negotiations. 

The Christians had not. ventured to ring their church bells since the massacre in 
October 1895, and, though ordered by the authorities, oil my suggestion, to ring them, 
they entreated that the matter should not be insisted upon, as it would most probably lead 
to a disturbance. I, however, insisted, telling the Military Commander and Mutessnrif 
that the matter was a test as to whether their official contention that “ perfect tranquillity 


reigned in Ourfa ” was a fact or a sham. 

On the Mutcssarif repeating his orders, the Christians were induced to ring in a 
very timid and tentative manner, and, though it led to a certain ebullition of feeling on 
the part of the Moslems, the authorities took measures to prevent any serious disorder. 
1 then advised the Protestants to ring their bell longer, louder, and more often than hereto¬ 
fore, in order to rcnccustom the Moslems to the sound. They .did so, and .within u few 
days the unruly portion of the Mussulman population, recognizing the inevitable, ceased 
their opposition. 

In view of the extremely delicate nature of the situation here, I was unwilling that 
cither the conversion question or that of the Armenian girls and children in Moslem houses 
should be further pressed, as our insistance on saving a couple of hundred might tend to 
bring about a state of things fraught with great peril to the some ten or twelve thousand 
Christians left here. 

The causes of the peace and tranquillity of this town resting on such an exceedingly 
frail foundation are the following:— 

As reported by me in my despatch from Ourfa in March last, the horrible two days’ 
massacre ot thousands of Armenians here on the 27th and 28th December, 1895, plainly 
proves the savage character and fierce fanaticism of the Moslem population of this town. 
The object of the massacre was to exterminate the Christians, and, after the massacre, 
believing their task accomplished, the Moslems announced far and wide that the Christian 
name had disappeared from Ourfa. When a few days subsequently large numbers of 
Armenian men began to emerge from wells, drains, under heaps of rubbish, and similar 
hiding-places, the Moslems manifested a very distinct intention of renewing the work of 


massacre. 

Apart from their general disposition to destroy the Christians, their belief, whether 
founded or fancied, that their evil deeds will some day be punished, probably by a 
Christian Power, renders them anxious that these living Christian witnesses against them 
should be removed by any means, preferably the violent one of massacre, while the only 
restraining influence is that of the present Mutcssarif, Dcdeh Pasha, and the Military 
fOOll X 
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Commander, Sahib Pasha, both of whom arc men of comparatively enlightened and 
humane feeling. 

Apart from a certain Muatapha Agha, the rank and file of the Moslems are bitterly 
hostile to the Christians, as arc also most of the zaptich force and Government officials, 
who were for the greater part, directly or indirectly, implicated in the last massacres. 

The Moslems here are then decidedly capable of perpetrating, and disposed to 
perpetrate, a fresh attempt to exterminate the remaining some 12,000 Christians of Ourfa, 
and await only an opportunity. Such opportunity would be furnished by the replacing 
civil and military Governors by men of a less enlightened character, by the recurrence of 
massacres in Anatolia, or by the Ottoman Islam Government being attacked by some 
Christian Power. 

This perilous situation for these thousands of unfortunate Christians would be 
minimized by the punishment of some of the instigators of last year’s massacre here, or 
by the presence here for a few years of the representative of a foreign Power. 

As regards the first point, the only sign of punishment was the temporary exile to 
Aleppo of Hussein Pusha, the notorious Moslem Notable of this town, who was the chief 
instigator, though probably on superior orders, of the massacre here in December last. 
Through his brother, Mazhar Effendi, functionary at the Constantinople Ministry of 
Justice, he received the Imperial pardon and returned to Ourfa, as reported by me in my 
despatch of the 27th June from Birejik. Since his return the threatening attitude of the 
Moslems has become more pronounced and the general situation much more delicate. 

It was he who worked up the Moslems of the city to the last massacre, and 
assembled several hundreds of Kurds from the neighbourhood to do the same fell work. 
I-Iis permanent exile from Ourfa is most essential in the interests of the peace of this 
town. Moreover, this is the wish of the Ourfa Mutessarif and the present Vali of 
Aleppo, and if the Grand Vizier were to demand their opinion on the matter, both officials 
would, I am confidentially informed by them, report in favour of his exile. It is advisable 
that these wishes of the Vali and Mutessarif, having been expressed to me confidentially, 
should not be mentioned to the Sublime Porte. 

The exile of Hussein Pasha would take the back out of the anti-Christian hostility 
here, and be a lesson to his confederates. 

Superfluous though the remark may appear, it is certainly a monstrous state of 
things, not confined, however, to Ourfa, that the ringleader of such a horrible massacre, 
which took place two months after the general Anatolian disorders of last year and after 
the arrival of the Sultan’s orders for the future protection of the Christians, should go 
unpunished. 

With regard to the second measure of temporarily appointing a foreign Representative, 
one of the objections likely to be raised, apart from the pecuniary difficulties, would seem 
to be that the foreign Representatives at Alexandretta and Aleppo ought to suffice for the 
Vilayet of Aleppo. But this vilayet is unlike most others in this respect, that it possesses 
several large towns like Antioch, Aintnb, Marash, and Ourfa, all containing a large Christian 
population, and situated at a considerable distance—Ourfa being over 150 miles from Aleppo. 

The present extraordinary state of things resulting from the recent outburst of 
fanaticism, which, fanned from Constantinople, has not yet been checked or curbed by 
punishment, and consequently is almost certain in the no distant future to break out 
afresh and vent itself on these helpless Christian populations, being the outcome of sonic 
of the many difficult problems which have recently come to an acute stage in the Sultan’s 
dominions, demands extraordinary measures. 

A wholesale massacre like that of last December here could not take place without 
previous preparation and organization, and a foreign Representative hero, by being in a 
position lo communicate in cypher with head-quarters, would probably be able to have 
measures taken to prevent the realization of such sinister designs. There is no doubt 
that had the Armenians here been able to make known to Constantinople their position 
during November and December 1895, the massacre of the 27th and 28th December would 
either not have occurred, or would have been practically abortive. 

At the same time that I have ventured to suggest this temporary measure, I am of 
opinion that the real and only practical solution of the problem of the protection of the 
Christians in the interior depends on whether Europe is prepared, by united and firm action 
on the Central Government, to oblige the latter to insure the safety of its Christian subjects 
in the provinces. 

If Europe is not prepared to adopt this course, foreign Consuls in the interior, while 
able, in the degree of their personal ability, strength of character, and knowledge of the 
country, to exercise a beneficial influence, would he so many hostages in the hands of the 
Turkish Government, who could reply to the threats of foreign Powers to use force that. 
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in the event of an attempt to carry out such threats, the Ottoman Government could not 
be responsible for the effect on the population of the interior and the safety of foreigners 
and foreign Representatives resident there. 

I should add, as a rather significant feature of the situation here, that the Jewish 
population of Ourfa is leaving the town. They have a presentiment that the next 
“ incident ” here will he directed not solely against the Christians, hut against all non-Moslem 
elements. In fact, this exodus of the children of Israel forcibly reminds one of the action 
of certain small animals when the ship is about to sink. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. FITZMAURICE. 


No. 74. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 840.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 14, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Mr. Vice-Consul Fitzmaurice, reporting on the present condition of 
the Birejik Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 74. 

Vice-Consul Fitzmaurice to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Birejik, September 24, 1896. 

ON my return here after my stay in the Ourfa region, I found the Armenians, who 
had recently reverted from Islamism, enjoying a tolerable freedom from molestation. It is 
two months and twelve days since they declared themselves Christian, and were it not for 
the rude shock caused by the echo here of the Ottoman Bank incident, things would 
have in great measure resumed, at least outwardly, their normal aspect. The Moslems 
were, as the result of the accounts received by them of the Constantinople disorders, 
greatly incensed against Armenians in general, and, as related in my despatch of the 10th 
September from Ourfa, were about to vent their displeasure on the former converts here, 
were it not for the measures taken by the local authorities. I told the Armenians that 
they ought to take fresh courage, from the fact that the late disturbances in Constantinople 
had not been attended with more disastrous consequences to them at Birejik; that before 
these disturbances at Constantinople one might have feared that such an event would 
be fraught with peril to the lives of the Birejik former converts, hut now that the 
disturbances had passed off comparatively quietly, it was a proof that the security of their 
lives and property was being watched over by the Local Government. 

1 found here on my arrival a Catholic priest from Aleppo, sent by Mgr. Azarian, 
who was endeavouring to carry out an active propaganda among the non-Catholic 
Armenians in this town. This gentleman gave out that he was merely awaiting an 
“order" from Constantinople to make all the Armenians Catholic; that by becoming 
Catholic they would no longer be the objects of the Sultan’s resentment; and that in 
the event of their adopting the creed of Rome, a French Consul would probably come to 
protect them. 

On his speaking to me in the same sense, I told him plainly that, though no doubt 
his object in endeavouring to bring heretics and schismatics into what he believed to he 
the one true fold, might be a most laudable one from his point of view, I considered his 
action most ill-judged; that the Gregorian# and Protestants who might embrace Roman 
Catholicism would do so not from conscientious motives but in the hope of obtaining 
security for life ; that in my opinion, lie was taking an unfair advantage of their present 
wretched condition, especially as during the last massacre no distinction was made in 
favour of Catholics, and no sucli distinction was likely to be made in any future similar 
event, in which he would himself run just the same risk a9 the Gregorian priest; and that, 
were a French Consul to he sent to Birejik, on grounds of common humanity, he would 
be obliged to extend any protection in his power to non-Catholics as well as Catholics. 
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In fact I am very much surprised at the conduct of Mgr. Azarian in the matter, a 
conduct which could only be justified by his Beatitude having received the Sultan’s 
assurances of a solidcr nature than those usually given even to foreign Powers, that in 
the event of fresh massacres. Catholics would he spared. 

The action of this Abbe in taking advantange of the present fears of the Armenians 
to convert them to his religion has anything hut an edifying effect on the Moslem 
authorities of this town. 

The K aimak am and Military Commander have given me positive assurances that no 
harm will come to the Armenians during their tenure of office here, and though usually 
sceptical as to the fulfilment of Turkish promises, I am rather inclined to believe in the 
sincerity of these gentlemen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. F1TZMAURICE. 


No. 75. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marijucss of Salisbury.—(Received October 19.) 


(No. 841.) 

My Lord, Therapia , October 14,1896. 

I HAVE several times had occasion in my despatches and telegrams to draw your 
Lordship’s attention to the Sultan’s recent promises to promulgate and execute reforms 
for the Armenian provinces. 

It would appear that during the last three weeks the Russian Embassy have been 
active in urging his Majesty to fulfil these promises. M. MaximofT, the First Dragoman 
of the Russian Embassy has become extremely intimate with Izzet Bey, and it is 
generally believed that they arc working together to make some show of executing 
reforms. 

On tho 4th October an Irade was issued sanctioning certain reforms substantially 
the same as those granted to the Armenian provinces Inst year, to he introduced in all 
the vilayets of the Empire, excepting the liedjaz. A copy of the text was communi¬ 
cated to this Embassy by M. Maxim oil', who said that the paper was no secret, and would 
he published in the press next day. This, however, was not done, and it appears that 
the Irade is not likely to he made public at present, so that the whole matter is 
surrounded with a certain mystery. It is hard to see what is the object of obtaining an 
Irade which is neither to he published nor acted upon. 

I inclose the text of these reforms as communicated by M. MaximofT, and a Memo¬ 
randum by Mr. Block upon the same. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 75. 

Draft of Deforms to be introduced into all the Vilayets of the 'rurkish Empire excepting 
the liedjaz. 


Premiere Purtic.— Les Vilayets ct les Mutessarijlics. 

ARTICLE 1". Tous les employes dcs vilayets seront nomm* parmi les sujets 
Musulmans ct non-Musulmans de I’Empire. Sauf les sujets Grangers qui seront et 
nomuies et accepts au cervice a des fonctions sp6ciales par Ordre Imperial. 

En vertu du second chupitrc de la Loi sur le vilayet du 29 Chouval, 1287, il sera 
nomine dans tous les vilayets un Mouavin Musulman ou non-Musulman. 

Conformlment au susdit lUglement les devoirs des .Mouuvins [? consistent] ii aider 
le Vali dans toutes les affaires ct en preparer l’cxpedition. 

Art. 2. Musulmans ou non-Musulmans les Mouuvins seront nommds dans les 
sandjneks et duns les cazas auprds des Mutessurif's el des Caimacans & la majority de la 
population du vilayet. 
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Deuxifeme Partic.— Les Ca'imacaus. 

Art. 3. Les Caimacans seront choisis sans distinction dc religion parmi les 
liccncids des tfcolcs civiles ou bicn parmi ccux qui se sont dejit montres aptes a occupci es 
postes de Caimacans et seront confirm* par Iradd Imperial. 

Art. 4. Les postes dans l’Administration des vilayets seront confids en raison (le la 
proportion des habitants Musulmans ct non-Musulmans & des employes Musulmans et non- 
Musulmans. Le nombre des employes Musulmans ct non-Musulmans dans les Admmis- 
trations de la police et do la gendarmerie sera fixe par 1c Minntiro de 1 Intdncur sur des 
rapports dcs Vttlis et confined* par 1c Conseil dcs Ministres, ct l’appr&wtion dcs ddcisions 

v relatives cst subordonnde 11 I’approbation lmpdrialc. , 

Art S. L’dlcction des membres ct les devoirs ties Conseils tl Administration des 
vilayets, livas, et districts (cazas) sont rdgis nux lois existant dans les vilayets 

Art. G. “ Les cazas seront divisds en nombre de nalne's qnt seront jttgds ndeessatres 

P " 1 LesJIudirs de ces nahids seront choisis par lc Guuverncur-Gcndral du Vilayet et 
confirmds au Ministirc de l'lntdrieur. 

Art. 7. Dans le eas oit In population Musulmane du canton (nabie) serait Optic * la 
moitid de la population non-Musulmanc aux Mudirs non-Musulmans tl sera adjoint un 
Mouavin Musulman cltoisi parmi les sujets Ottomans, et si les Mudirs existant actuelle- 
ment out ddmontid leurs capncitds ils seront maintenus rndme s’lls ne possedent pas tie 
diplAnics des denies Gouverncmentalcs. 

Art. 8. Clmtiuc naltid aura un Conseil composd de tjuatre membres dins par la 
population de ce naliid. Si la population dii nabitS est tie Musulmans ot de non- 
Musulmans, la moitid ties membres tie son Conseil sera Musulmane ct I autre non- 
Musulmanc. , . 

Art. 9. l.cs Mudirs, Mouavins, et les dciivains ties nahids seront rdtriliucs. 

Ait. 10. Les candidate aux Conseils dcs nahics doivent rduriir les conditions deter- 
mindes par l’Article 10 du lUglement dc l’Administration des nahids. 

Art. 11. Les membres des Conseils seront renouvelds chaque annee. 

Art. 12. Les devoirs des Mudirs ct des Conseils dcs nahids sont determines par lc 
Rdglement dcs nahids, Articles 20 h 27. 

Art. 13. Chaque village (carid) aura uu Moukhtar et s il sc trouvnit des qunrtiers 
habitds cn partie par dcs Musulmans ct dcs non-Musulmans il y aura dans chaque 
quartier et pour chaque catdgoric des habitants deux Moukhtars dont 1 un Musulman et 
l’autrc non-Musulman. . 

Art. 14. II sera notnmd un lnspeotcur Judiciairc pour un, pour deux, ou pour trois 
vilayets. Si la population de ces vilayets reprdsentc plus dc non-Musulmans, 1 In9pecteur 
8era non-Musulmuti; un adjoint ltix sera attache et leurs attributions sont ddsigndes dans le 
Rbglement dcs Tribunaux. .. . 

Art. 15. Les proposes dc police seront propovtionnels a la population Musulmane 
ct non-Musulnmne et il est hien entendu qu’ils seront pris parmi les Musulmans ct les 
non-Musulmans. „ , 

Art. 16. Les prdposes dc police seront divisds en nombre suffisont pour chaque 
branche d‘Administration, y compris lc naliid. Les polices dcs nahids seront sous les 
ordres du Mudir et sous le commandcment dcs Commissnires ; lours armes et uniformes 
seront conformes nux formes dejit adoptees. . . . 

Art. 17. Les officiers supdrieurs et infdrieurs dc la gendarmerie ainsi que les gen¬ 
darmes seront propurtionnels il la population Musulmune et non-Musulmane de chaque 
vilayet. Ils seront pris parmi les habitants Musulmans et non-Musulmans de 1 Empire 

Leg frais de la gendarmerie seront supportds par lesCaisscs des vilayets. “ Le devoir, 
les attributions, les appointements ol les rations des ofliciers de In gendarmerie et des 
gendarmes sont ddsignds dans le Rdglemenfc special.” 

Art. 18. I ji maintien de 1’ordrc ct Pexpddition dcs postes concerne la gendarmerie. 

Art. 19. L*administration des prisons ct des inoisons de detention sont regies d aprfcs 
le Rdclement special. t ....... 

Art. 20. Les Pcrcepteurs charges d’encaisser les imp6ts nauront pas lc droit d exiger 
des habitants leur noumture ct celle de leurs chcvaux. Four ne pas donner lieu a 1 inter¬ 
vention de la force arm* les Moukhtars ct les Perccpteurs nommds par hi population 
dllivreront & chaque habitant un papier constatant le montant dc leurs imp6ts. Ces 
Moukhtars et Pcrcepteurs seront tenus de remettre dans les Caisscs Gouverncmentales les 
imp6ts rc?u8. ... 

tool] Y 
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Art. 21. Us dimes seront donn&s pur affermage I.’afTcrrnage des dimes cn bloc 
dtant abolie, radiudication aura lieu par curid conformdmcnt au Rfcglement des dimes en 
vigueur. Us habitants des villages out la preference sur lee autres adjudicateurs do 
dimes S’il n’v a aucun demnndeuv d’affermuge pour les dimes d un cand, ou bien si le 
prix o'ffert nc correspond pas it celui du prix nffurt prdcddcnunent, la dime sera mlmimstrde 
par le Gouvernement conformdmcnt at. K4gleme..t des dimes. En ens de difldrend les 

Polios I’usage des ouvriem 

11:1115 Le"budget Tc^hXuethm "’ublique dc cha<|Ue viloyet sera fixd par lc Ministdre 

Imperial de I’Instruction Publiquc. 1>T *. , . nn ., aro 

La vculc, pour lc recouvrement des crdances d un particular clivers 1 Ltat, ou envtn, 
un autre particulicr, dc l’habitali<m, des outils agra.rcs, et des bdtes de somme li 1 usage 
du labour, ct ndcrssaires ir sun existence, est interdite connnc par lc passe. 

Art. 22. D’aprcs le resultat cjui sera obtenu par suite de 1 application dc ce lUglc- 
ment ccs decisions pourremt etre modifidcs et nmdliordes. 

(Sifted) ItIFFAl. 

ABDUL RAHMAN. 

SAID. 

TEFIK. 

MENDOUH. 

MAHMOUD. 

MEHMED DJELLALEDD1N. 
R1ZA. 

HASSAN. 

ZEK1. 

NAZIF. 

ZUHDI. 

TEFF1K. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 75. 

Extract from Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

the reforms now elaborated do not differ much from those of last year’s, except 
that nothing is said of “Councils of Ancients,” "Justices of the Peace,' ‘ Gardes 
Cliampdlres,” “ Kurds,” " Ilamidie Cavalry,” " Titles to I ropertv,' Incapacity of 
Government officials to servo on Councils ofNahtd. Fbc Moavins (Article 1) may be 
.■itber Moslem or non-Moslem; the proportion of Mussulmans is to lie fixed toy the 
Minister of the Interior (Article 4); non-Moslem Mudire ure to have a Moslem lloavin 
if the Mussulman population is half that of the non-Mussulman (Article 7) ; Councils o 
mixed Nnhies to ho half Mussulman and half non-Mussulman, irrespective ol the actual 
proportion (Article 8); and the Judicial Inspectors arc to be non-Moslem if the majority 
of the inhabitants arc non-Moslems and to have un adjoint (Article 14). 

October 12, 1806. 


No. 70. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received October 19.) 

M\°Lord SCCr0t,) Therapia, October 16, 1890- _ 

■ OX the 27th September last Mr. Thompson, Inspector of Police at Her Majesty's 
Consulate at Constantinople, was sent for by the officials of the Gnlnta Serai to inter* 
view an individual who had been arrested and claimed British nationality. 

On Mr. Thompson’s examining him, the man in question, named Henry 
Cathogtoio alias Leon M. Gullabinn, admitted that ho was not a British subject, that lie 
was a member of the Ilindchag Society in London, and that he had merely claimed 
British nationality in order to ho put into communication with the British Consulate, 
to whom he had disclosures to mako of the highest importauco, which might result m 

tl, ° S As he admitfed that he was not a British subject, Mr. Thompson did not feel 


justified in taking any action beyond informing me of the incident. I considered if, 
however, desirable to ascertain, if possible, what the disclosures were which the man 
was prepared to mako, and sent Mr. Blech, Dragoman Archivist of this Embassy, to 
the Ministry of Police to inquire about him. Mr. Blech saw Nazim Pasha, the 
Minister, who stated that Gullabinn had already licen set at liberty. Ho had informed 
the Minister that he had been sent here by the Central Ilindchag Committee on a 
Special Mission to induce the Trochnk and local Ilindchag Societies to refrain from 
any further dymauite and bomb demonstrations, and to endeavour to treat between 
them and the Turkish Government, and, if possible, obtain the execution of some real 
reforms. His Excellency apparently believed this story, and had deemed it advisable 
to leave the man at liberty, although under the strict supervision of the police. 

Mr. Thompson had an interview with Gullabian on the 27th ultimo, when ho 
informed him that lie had twice been sent for to the Palace and interrogated at great 
length by Izzct Bey, who seemed specially anxious to discover what relations existed 
between the British Government and the Hindchag Committee. He had also 
questioned him as to the connection of the Russian Government with the Trochaks 
at Tiflis. 

On the following day Mr. Thompson again saw Gullabian, who informed him 
that the Trochaks had now agreed to suspend dynamito operations on the following 
conditions:— 

1. That a general amnesty he granted to all Armenians imprisoned for political 
offences. 

2. That all prosecutions of Armenians for political offences be dropped. 

3. That the Armenian Assembly be at once convoked for the election of a 
Patriarch. 

4. That the reforms for the Armenian provinces sanctioned last October he 
executed. 

He had seen Izzct Bey with regard to these conditions, who, after some delay, 
had iuformed him that the .Sultan accepted them in the following somewhat modified 
form:— 

1. The prosecution of Armenians would he discontinued by degrees. 

2. The nomination of a Patriarch by the Armenian National Assembly would lie 
allowed as soon as possible. 

3. A general amnesty would be granted as a gracious act towards the ncw r 
Patriarch. 

4. The reforms would bo executed in the Armenian provinces except in cases 
where a Kurdish revolt might result from their execution. 

In reply to Mr. Thompson’s inquiry as to the means in the possession of the 
Trocliak for a further demonstration, Gullabian stated that they were still provided 
with bombs, and that although their principal leaders had loft, there were still a 
considerable number at Constantinople. Their head-quarters appear to ho at 
Philipoppolis, and it w r as there that the bombs were manufactured. 

The proposed attack on the Embassies was intended not only to punish the 
Powers for having abandoned the Armenians, hut also to terrify Europeans and 
necessitate their intervention. 

On the 3rd instant Mr. Thompson again saw Gullabian. He then stated that tho 
Government had failed to guarantee the execution of the conditions accepted by the 
Sultan, and that consequently the Trochaks had decided to retain their bombs. lie 
further staled that the Turkish Government were about to appoint a Commission 
consisting of Diran Boy, son of Art in Pasha Dadian, and two other Armenians to 
proceed to Loudon and treat with tho Central Ilindchag Committee there. 

Gullabian is still in communication with tho Palace through the intermediary of 
the Governor of Pera : his residence is surrounded by detectives. 

His statements as to flic mission of Diran Bey to London for the purpose of 
communicating with the ninchagists is confirmed from other sources. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Board of Trade to Foreign Office.—{Received Octoher 20.1 

g. Board of Trade , October 19, 1896. 

’ I AM directed liv the Hoard of Trade to transmit to you, to be Wd before the 
Marquess of Salisbury, the inclosed copy of an entry in the official log of the British 
steam-ship “ Carl Kahtkons,” relating to (he circumstances connected with the murder 
of an Armenian stevedore on hoard the steamer while lying at Constantinople on the 

27tll, nie B steamer has only recently arrived in the United Kingdom; and the Hoard 
desire me also to inclose, for Lord Salisbury's information, a copy of a further state- 
mont bv the master respecting the occurrence. ... . . 

The ease appears to have been duly reported to the Port authority, and it does not 
appear that any further action is required on the part of the Board oi trade. 
ri * 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER, 

P.S.—Copies of further .statements respecting the case, which have just been 
received, are forwarded herewith. ^ ^ 


Inclosure 1 in No. 77. 

Extract from the oflicial Log of the Steam-ship “ Carl Rahtkens. 


I Plnco of the 
Occurrence, or 

Situation by I.ati- Date of Entry. 
|tudenmllAmgitudc| 


Entries reamed l»v Act of Parliomen 


Aujjunt 27, 1896 Constantinople .. August 27, 1806. 


Ship laying nlonsitlo die railway wharf discharging 
coal.’ Stevedores’ men commenced work at 6 a.m., 
nml nt nlioul 8 a.m. lots of meu came down on the 
wharf nml interfered with one of the stevedores’ 
men, who for refuge jumped on board of this ship; 
the uum, however, followed him on board, Knocked 
him down with sticks on the bridgo deck, and 
uflerwurda stabbed him. Tho ship was nt the 
time living the English ensign. The Turkish 
men, who it appeared to he afterwards, ransacked 
the ship all over for Armenians, but found none ; 
they then went ashore. 

nt once proceeded to the British Consulate and 
reported the case. We went to the l*ort autho¬ 
rity and gave them notice to remove the body, 
which they promised to do. When I got on board 
1 found the body bud been removed from the ship 
by policemen from the wharf before the notice 
had been handed in. 


(Signed) 


H. C. JORGENSEN, Master. 
GEORGE LEASE, First Mate. 
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Indosure 2 in No. 77. 

Inquiry under Section 090 of “ The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894," into the Circumstances 
attending the Murder of an Armenian on board the British Steamer u Carl Raktkens .’* 

I, GEORGE LYNOSS WILSON, of 39, Cliff Street, Whitby, in the North 
Riding of the County of York, being duly sworn, depose ns follows:— 

On Wednesday, the 26th day of August last, I was serving as second officer 
(lidding a chief officer's certificate, numbered 00769) on board the steamer “ Carl 
Rahtkens," of MiddIesborough, official number 89,718. 

On the date named, tho said steamer was lying alongside a jetty at the middle of 
a wharf on tho south side of the Golden Horn, below the first bridge at Constanti¬ 
nople. 

A dozen or more Armenians had slept on hoard the night before, being afraid of 
the Turks. The Armenians were part of the Greek stevedore's men. 

There was no disturbance until 8 a.m. on Wednesday aforesaid. At this time the 
steamer’s crew and the stevedores’ men (Armenians and others) ceased work for 
breakfast. I was alone on the quarterdeck aft, when I saw a crowd of fifty or more 
Turks in plain clothes on tho jetty surrounding and beating (with heavy sticks and 
stones) an Armenian, whose head and face were cut and bleeding. 

I shouted down the companion-way to the master, “ Here’s a disturbance with 
the Turks and Armenians." The master and chief officer at once came on deck, but 
by that time the Armenian had struggled away from the mob and got on hoard the 
ship. There was a ladder overside. The Greek stevedore said the Armenian was one 
of his men, and had been working on hoard that morning. The stevedore further 
suggested our hoisting the British ensign, and I accordingly (withont awaiting any 
order from the master) ran it up ou the flag-staff aft. The Turks stopped at the foot 
of the ladder, but did uot t hen lioard the steamer. We dare not attempt to remove the 
ladder, as they threatened us with stones. 

I then went into the cabin for breakfast with the master (II. C. Jorgensen), 
chief officer, and the Greek stevedore. In about teu minutes I returned to the 
quarterdeck, the othcr6 remaining below, and just as T reached the deck tho Turks 
(still about fifty in number) rushed up the ladder from tho jetty and hoarded tho ship. 

The Armenian before referred to had been left on the lower bridge, the bulwarks 
hiding him from the Turks ashore, hut his wounds had not been dressed. A reference 
bad been made to them at the cabin table, and the stevedore had suggested the use of 
Eriar’s Balsam, as they were not very serious. 

The Turks, however, on boarding the steamer rushed at tho poor Armenian with 
knives, and stabbed him all over his body. I saw the whole of the attack, and at once 
called up the master, saying, “ You had better come up; they are murdering this man 
outright." The master and others came at once, hut the Armenian then lay prostrate, 
and the Turks were “ braying ” him with thick sticks. One Turk took the Armenian’s 
purse from his trousers pocket, took out the contents, and threw away the empty 
purse. I subsequently picked it up mid gave it to another Armenian. 

In a few minutes the Turks left the ship, and the master went ashore to report 
the murder to the Consul as (when we were able to approach the Armenian) we found 
him quite dead—evidently stabbed to death. Tho other Armenians among the 
stevedores’ men had secreted themselves in the engine-room and lore-peak. 

About 9 a.m. several Turks in uniform came on board, inspected tho body, and 
then ordered some Turks in plain clothes (from the shore) to remove it. This was 
done about 9*30 a.m. The Turks in uniform then left. An hour or so later 200 or 
300 Turks came on the wharf and about 50 hoarded steamer armed with pistols and 
knives. All were in plain clothes. 

The steamer’s engineers had locked themselves in their berths, thus closing the 
way to the engine-room, and several of tho Turks threatened (by signs) to cut my 
throat if I did not open the doors. I therefore shouted through tho key-hole to the. 
chief engineer to open his door. He did so. The Turks then overhauled the engine- 
room and subsequently the forecastle and other parts of the ship (excepting the cabin), 
hut without (hiding tho Armenians. .Some Turks in uniform shortly afterwards 
returned and drove the mob ashore. 

The British ensign was flying all the time. 

Seventeen Armenians remained secreted on hoard until Sunday the 30th August 
last, when steamer sailed, and they went ashore escorted by officers from the British 
[901J Z 
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Consulate. There had been Turks and Greeks as well as Armenians working among 
the stevedores’ men, hut there had been no disturbance among them. Men from the 
shore committed the murder. „ IT „ nv 

(Signed) GEO. L. WILSON. 


Sworn at the Mercantile Marine Office, Custom-house, Whitby, aforesaid, this 
13th day of October, 1896. 

Before me, 

(Signed) IV. Stbvensox, 

Superintendent of Mercantile Marine. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 77. 


Declaration of Mr. II. Jorgensen. 

1, UAIUtY JORGENSEN, Master of steam-ship “Carl Eahtkens," ofMiddles- 
borough, official number 80,718, hereby declare that 

My vessel, the steam-ship " Carl Eahtkens," was at Constantinople discharging 
a cargo of coal alongside the railway wharf on the Stamboul side, on the 2ith day or 

- UlR The'cargo^tvas. being worked, aboard and ashore, by Armenian and Turkish 

porters. ^ ^ g AM a mo]) of Turks, armed with sticks and clubs and long knives, 
began to assault two of the Armenian porters on shore whilst they were working at 
the railway trucks. One of these men they killed ashore, and when the other took 
refuge on board of my vessel about a dozen Turks followed him on board and killed 
him on the bridge deck. They then over-ran the ship searching for the Armenians 
known to be working on board, but they failed to find them. 

On account of disturbances on shore on the. previous day, I had had my ensign 
“mil up” oil the flag-staff aft at about 7 45 a.m., or about fifteen minutes before 
these disturbances begun. It was still hoisted when the mob came on boaul, and it 
remained hoisted all the day. , 

I at once made a verbal report of the occurrence to Her Alajcsty s Consul. 

When I returned to the vessel, the mate reported to me that, whilst 1 was ashore 
at the Consul’s, the vessel had been again overrun by a Turkish mob armed as before, 
and numbering roughly about 200. These men ransacked the ship fore and aft, and 
compelled the crew to open all doors except the cabin door, whilst they searched for 
Armenians. They did not find any, and returned to shore without actually molesting 
any of my crew. , 

The Amenians, eighteen in number, remained on hoard my vessel until Sunday, 
the 30th August, without further molestation, when they went ashore under protection 

of Her Majesty’s Consul. . , , , , 

1 was quite unable to discover the identity of the victim, whose body was taken 
ashore about an hour after the murder by Turkish police. 

Prom the 27th to the SOth August the Armenians on board were concealed 
beneath the boilers and in tlio undor fore-peak. 

(8igned) II. JORGENSEN. 

The aforegoing statement, on sheets numbered 1, 2, and 3, has been signed and 
declared in iny presence this lOlli day of October, 139b, at the Mercantile Marino 
Office, Middleshotougli. 

(Signed) J. Watson Kmtn, 

Deputy Superintendent. 


Mercantile Marine Office, Middtesborouijh, 
October 10,1890. 
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Inclosnre 4 in No. 77. 

Declaration of Mr. G. Leask. 

I, GEORGE LEASK, late mate of tho steam-ship “ Carl Rahtkens,’’ official 
number 89,718, hereby declare that, whilst we wore discharging at Constantinople on 
tho 26th August last, tho stevedores who were working both on hoard and on the 
quay unloading the vessel wore surprised by an armed band of about 300 Turks coming 
in upon them. 

One of the men, an Armenian, who was on the quay, on seeing them immediately 
jumped on board, but was quickly caught by tho Turks, who swarmed on board after 
him. They commenced heating him unmercifully with slicks and then stabbed him 
in soYoral places. Tho man was quite dead when picked up by the Turkish autho¬ 
rities, who came on board soon after. 

The whole affair took place in a few minutes, and nothing could he done to 
prevent tho outrage because of the number of Turks, who were all armed and 
evidently in search of Armenians. 

It was a disgraceful sceno to take place on an English vessel and flying the 
English ensign. The pursuers were more like fiends than men. 

There wore several other Armenians on board working cargo, who, on seeing the 
approach of the Turks, immediately went below and hid themselves in different parts 
of the vessel and remained there until ship was ready for leaving, when they went on 
shore undor police protection. 

(Signed) GEORGE LEASK. 

60, ITcnry Nelson Street, South Shields. 

Witness, 

(Signed) S. S. Robson, 

Mercantile Marine Office, South Shields, 

October 16,1890. 


No. 78. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Deceived October 20.) 


[rdographio.) I’. Constantinople, October 20, 1890, 6’30 p.m. 

V THE Sultan iias just issued an IradiS ordering a forced loan of 5 piastres per man 
to he raised from all Mussulmans, the money thus obtained to ho employed in arming 
the Mussulman population against the Christians in defence of Islam. 

Mahmoud Jellal-cd-din lias been named President of the Commission appointed to 
put this Trade into execution. 


No. 70. 

Sir I’. Carrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) 


^Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, October 20, 1890. 

Mil. MONAHAN telegraphs from liitlis to say that Shakir l’aslia will probably 
leave there for Sairt on Saturday. lie made representations to his Excellency about 
the continued collection of taxes by gendarmes in villages which wore plundered last 
year, and which have been, and still need to he, in receipt of relief. 

Shakir replied that he would look into tho matter, hut observed that, m tho 
present financial straits, it was difficult to show leniency. 
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No. SO. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O’Conor .* 

(No. 260. Confidential.) 

8ir, Foreign Office, October 20,1896. 

THE recent lamentable occurrences in Asiatic Turkey, succeeded by the massacre 
of Armenians in the streets of Constantinople, gives evidence of a state of maladmini¬ 
stration and insecurity in the Ottoman Empire which cannot fail to be a subject of 
great solicitude to the Powers who have joined in guaranteeing that Empire. 

The successive periods of urgent peril through which the Ottoman Government 
has passed in consequence of its inability to provide the olementary conditions of 
good government for its Christian subjects have powerfully affected the political 
history of Europe during the present century. The European Powers have, in the 
interests of general peace, earnestly desired to maintain the fabric of the Ottoman 
Empire, at least in that extensive portion of it in which the mixed character of the 
population makes an autonomous Christian Government impossible. But they have 
sought with equal earnestness, by the constant exercise of their influence, and from 
time to time by the conclusion of special stipulations, to secure due protection in these 
regions to the Christian subjects of the Porte. 

The Treaty of Paris of 1856. bv Article VII of which the Great Powers bound 
themselves to respect the independence and territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire, 
and guaranteed in common the strict observance of that engagement, contained also 
the following Article 

“Article IX.—His Imperial Majesty the Sultan having, in bis constant solicitude 
for the welfare of bis subjects, issued a Firman which, while ameliorating their 
Condition without distinction of religion or of race, records Ins generous intentions 
towards the Christian populations of his Empire, and, wishing to give a further 
proof of his sentiments in that respect, has resolved to communicate to the Con¬ 
tracting Parties the said Firman emanating spontaneously from his sovereign will. 

*' The Contracting Powers recognize the high value of this communication. It 
is clearly understood that it cannot, in any ease, give to the said Powers the right 
to interfere, either collectively or separately, in the relations of ITis Majesty the 
Sultan with his subjects, nor in the internal administration of bis Empire.” 

The preliminary Treaty of Peace concluded between Russia and Turkey in 1878 
at San Stefnno contained the following Article, pledging the Sublime Porto to carry 
into effect the necessary reforms in the provinces inhabited by Armenians:— 

“Article XVI.—As the evacuation by the Russian troops of the territory which 
they occupy in Armenia, and which is to lie restored to Turkey, might give rise to 
conflicts and complications detrimental to the maintenance of good relations between 
the two countries, the Sublime Porte engages to carry into effect, without further 
delay, the improvements and reforms demanded hv local requirements in the provinces 
inhabited by Armenians, and to guarantee their security from Kurds and Circas¬ 
sians.” 

This Article was replaced in the European Treaty which resulted from the 
Congress of Berlin by one containing a pledge of a more stringent character to all 
the Signatory Powers, of which the following is the text:— 

“Article LXI.—The Suhlimc Porte undertakes to carry out, without further 
delay, the improvements and reforms demanded by local requirements in the pro¬ 
vinces inhabited by the Armenians, and to guarantee their security against the 
Circassians and Kurds. 

“ It. will periodically make known the steps taken to this effect to the Powers, 
who will superintend their application.” 

The views of llcr Majesty’s Government iu regard to the Treaty were set out 
by me in a despatch, in which, ns one of the British Plenipotentiaries at the Congress 
of Ifcrlin, I described its main provisions. I observed that by the action of the Great 
Powers rich and extensive European provinces had been restored to the Sultan's 
rule, while at the same time careful provision against futuro misgovernment had 
been made, which would, it might ho hoped, assure their loyalty aud prevent a 

• Similar drujialchei, muiu(i» mutandis, were ««lurv*H'd to Mr Howard (No. 420). Sir I*. Lasovllci 
(No. 247), Sir E. Mon«on (No. 123). nnd Sir Clare Ford (No, H5). 
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recurrence of the calamities which had brought the Ottoman Power to the verge of 


•• "Arrangements of a different kind, hut having the same end m view, have 
provided lor the Asiatic dominions of the Sultan security for the present, and the 
hone of prosperity nnd stability in the future. . . __ 

« Whether use will he made of this—probably the last—opportunity, which has 
been thus obtained for Turkey by the interposition of the Powers of Europe, and of 
England in particular, or whether it is to he thrown away, will depend upon the 
sincerity with which Turkish statesmen now address themselves to the duties of good 
government nnd the task of reform.” 

The reforms promised in Article LXI of the Treaty formed the subject of dis¬ 
cussions between the Porte and the Representatives of the Powers at Constantinople m 
1880, but these discussions unfortunately led to no practical result. . 

Tn April 1883, Earl Granville, then llcr Majesty s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, directed the Marquess of Dufferin, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople, again to bring tin* subject before the Sultan. Ho concluded with these 

"° U “ Her Majesty’s Government are actuated by a sincere desire for the welfare and 
stability of the Ottoman Empire. They have pressed upon the Sultan the introduc¬ 
tion of‘reforms primarily on behalf of the suffering populations, but also from the 
conviction that, without great improvements in general government, and m the 
administration of justice, there can he no content, and that with peoples of various 
nationalities and different faiths, such as those who inhabit the Asiatic provinces of 
tlic Empire, the maintenance of order is rendered doubly difficult by gross ^ mis govern¬ 
ment, and a total absonco of justice. In fact, the present state of Asia Minor is such 
that, the grievances under which its inhabitants labour may at any moment bring 
about an insurrection which may lend to foreign intervention. It would then bo not 
a question only of a further loss of territory in Asia, but the very existence ot the 

Sultan’s Empire might prove to ho at stake.” Ir 

Again, ill 18S6, a despatch was addressed by the Earl of Rosebery to Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador to the Porte, of which the substance was communicated to 
the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs in August of that year. In this despatch a 
hope was expressed that the attention of the Sultan ami his Ministers might be directed 
to questions of internal reform, and that, in the consideration of that subject, the 
means of improving the condition ot the Asiatic provinces ot iurkcv might not lx* 


neglected. 

Lord Rosebery continued 

“ Her Majesty’s Government have repeatedly pointed out the necessity for such 
measures. They have urged on the Porte the introduction of reforms in the collec¬ 
tion of the taxes and the administration of justice, a more careful selection and 
supervision of the local officials, more effectual provision for the security of life and 
property, for the preservation of law nnd order, and for the protection of the indus¬ 
trious and peaceful portion of the inhabitants of the Eastern provinces from the 
depredations of the Kurds. All these reforms, in addition to their effect, on public 
feeling, would operate to the advantage of the Imperial revenues, aud any progress 
towards keeping the Kurdish tribes under proper control would also tend to remove 
a source of constant irritation and danger on the Persian frontier. 

“The efforts of llcr Majesty’s Government during the recent troubles have peon 
directed to :ho maintenance of the settlement, effected under the Treaty of Berlin in 
the sense most favourable to the peace and tranquillity of the Ottoman Empire, 
'their policy in this respect, has been dictated by feelings ot sincere friendship 
lor Turkey*, and of respect for Treaty obligations. It is from the same motives 
that they feel it incumbent upon them to urge whenever the opportunity oilers 
the duty of fulfilling the engagements of the LXfst Article of tho Treaty of Berlin. 
'The absonco of all serious attempt to introduce the reforms promised in that Article 
is, in their opinion, a source of danger to the future integrity of Turkey, and 
might at a critical moment tend to embarrass, and even paralyze, the friendly 
sympathies of the Signatory Powers.” 

The massacre of Armenians which took place in the district of Sasun in the 
summer of 1894 brought the subject once more into notice, and showed the urgent 
necessity of steps being takon to secure the fulfilment of tho promises which had 
been made seventeen years before. The result of a prolonged negotiation was 
the acceptance hv the Sultan of a scheme intended to assure to the provinces 
[ODlj * 2 A 
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whore Armenians formed a considerable proportion of the population such institution* 
ns would afford to them the elements of equitable government. Unfortunately, a 
few days before tlur consent of tho Sultan had been obtained to this arrangement, a 
demonstration in the streets of Constantinople led to a disturbance in which, whether 
by I he fault or tho neglect of the authorities, numbers of Armenians, who cannot he 
held to have been guilty of any serious oflonce, were murdered or brutally ill-treated. 
This occurrence was followed shortly by sanguinary attacks on the Armenians in 
various parts of Asia Minor, resulting in the loss of many thousands of lives, 
enormous destruction of property, and widespread distress among tlm survivors. Theso 
attacks may possibly in some cases have originated in disturbances commenced by 
Armenian agitators, hut it is impossible not to hold tho I urkish authorities, civil and 
military, mainly' responsible for thorn and for their olfeets. They have been succeeded 
bv a massacre at Constantinople, in which it is estimated that between 5,000 and 0,000 
lives of innocent poisons have been sacrificed, which lias every appearance of having 
been in some way organized by authority, and winch certainly might, cither wholly 
or in great part, have been prevented 'by timely action on the part of tliu Turkish 
militnrv forces. 

In the meanwhile, (hough (ho consent of tho Sultan was given twelve months 
ago to the plan of reforms for tho Armenian vilayets, no real progress lias been 
made towards putting them in execution beyond the appointment of a few Christian 
officials. 

It is impossible, on a review of these events, not to feel how great is tlio 
insecurity of tho lives and property of tho Christian subjects of the Porte, and how 
oppressive the misgovernment under which Christians and Moslems are suffering alike. 
TI,o whole population of the Asiatic provinces is in a state of discontent nnd 
unrest, the soldiers and gendarmerie are suffering from want of pay, which is ir. 
many cases several months in arrear, the officials are powerless to exercise control. 

It seems that at any moment the fanatical feelings of certain sections of tho Mussul¬ 
man population may be excited into savage attacks on lliose who differ from them in 
creed, and that no reliance can ho placed on tho energy or good-will of those whose 
dutv it. is to provide for tho preservation of tho politic peace. 

' The indiscriminate and wide-reaching slaughter of which the Turkish officials, and 
a portion of the Moslem population under their guidance or with their connivance, 
have been guilty, lias hail for its nominal aim the maintenance of the Sultan’s Govern¬ 
ment. Hut it has had tho effect of bringing tho stability of that Government into 
greater peril than it has yet encountered. It has resulted either in exterminating or 
in driving away a large portion of the classes by whom the industry and trade ol tho 
country was carried on, and lias reduced to the utmost extremity tho material 
resources of (lie Government, l'inauoial collapsethreatens the military strength by 
which the Empire is supported, while tho atrocious cruelty of many of those hv whom 
the Government is administered lias roused among Christinn nations a sympathy and 
an indignation of unexampled intensity; and there is little probability that tiro 
Christian subjects of tho 1'orte will submit again quietly to tho oppression under which 
they have hitherto suffered. It necessarily follows that tho causes which threaten 
the stability of the Empire ate constantly gaining in force, while tho forces which 
sustain it are molting away. 

Jt, is the common object of tho European Towers Hint the Turkish Empire 
should lie sustained, because no arrangement to replace it can bo suggested which 
would not carry with it a serious risk of European conflict. The predominant 
importance of this consideration lias led tho European Powers to protect the Turkish 
Empire from dissolution, under the hope that the many evils by which tlio Ottoman 
rule was accompanied would ho removed or mitigated by the reforming efforts of 
the Government. Not only has this hope been entirely disappointed, hut it has become 
evident that unless those great evils can he abated, the forboaranco of the Towers of 
Europe will lie unable to protract the existence of a dominion which by its own vices is 
crumbling into ruin. It is difficult to say with confidence that any change that can 
be made will now prevent the threatened danger; hut so long as tho possibility of 
averting it exists, tho Towers will feel it to lie a matter of duty as well as matter of 
prudence, after satisfying themselves as to tlio changes which are tho most urgent and 
best calculated to have a salutary operation, to provide effectively for those changes 
being carried through. Great authorities have up to this time boon strenuously 
opposed to any measures by which Europe should become in any sense responsible for 
tlio internal administration ot tlio Turkish Empire. Tlio arguments against such a 
policy undoubtedly are very cogont, and nothing but the urgency and the imminence 
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of tho dangers which attacli to a purely negative policy would justify us m disre- 
eardiii" them. AU the Powers of Europe are at one in desiring to maintain the 
territorial states «* of tlio Turkish Empire, and those Powers whose territories lie 
nearest to that Empire arc most strongly impressed with this necessity. then 
convictions upon this point may he sufficient to guarantee the. Empire from any 
possible shock arising from external aggression, hut they will not save it from the 
effect of misgovernment and internal decay. , 

Tlio consultation of tlio Six Ambassadors at Constantinople appears to have been 
accompanied with a favourable result in dealing with the disorders of the Island iff 
Crete Their guidance is probably superior to any other ttiat we can command, amt i 
think'wo shall do wisely to commit to them the larger problem presented to us by 
tho general condition of the Turkish Empire, and especially those portions of the 
Empire which are inhabited in considerable proportion by a Christum population. 1 
propose that tlio Six Towers should instruct their Representatives to consider and 
report to their Governments what changes in the Government and administration of 
tho Turkish Empire are, in their judgment, likely to ho most effective m maintaining 
the stability of the Empire, and preventing the recurrence of the frightful cruelties 
bv which the. last two years have been lamentably distinguished. But. lieforo those 
instructions are given. Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that provision ought 
to be made that, any resolution to which tho Towers may, in consequence, unanimously 
come should he carried into operation. It is an object of primary importance that 
tho concert of Europe should ho maintained; and ns long as any of tho Towers, or any 
one Tower is not satisfied with the expediency of the recommendations that are put 
forward no notion in respect to them can he taken. But if any recommendations 
made by the Ambassadors should approvo themselves to all the Towers as measures 
suitable for adoption, it must not lie admitted, at the point which wo have at present 
reached that the objections of tlio Turkish Government can lie an obstacle to their 
being carried into effect. 1 trust that the Towers will, in the first instance, come to 
a definite understanding, that their unanimous decision in these matters is to be final, 
and will he executed up to tlio measure of such force as the Towers have at their 
command. A preliminary agreement to this effect will greatly facilitate the delibera¬ 
tions of tho Ambassadors, and will prevent much of the ovnsion and delay by which 
ameliorations in Turkish administration have on former occasions boon obstructed. 

I request that you will read the aliovo despatch to the Russian Munster for 
foreign Affairs, anil leave a copy of it with him. 

I am, <xc. 

(Signed) SALISRURY. 


No. 81. 

The Marquess of Salisbury y to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 311. Confidential.) , , 

gj r Foreign Office, October 20, 1890. 

’ I TRANSMIT to your Excellency, for your own information only, a copy of n 
despatch which 1 have to-day addressed to Her Majesty’s Representatives at Ions. 
Berlin, Vienna, Rome, and SI. Petersburg)!,* proposing a joint consultation ot tho six 
Ambassadors at Constantinople as to tho stops to lie taken for tho introduction ot 
reforms in tho. Administration of tho Ottoman Empire. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. B2. 

Mr. Howard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Heceiced October 23.) 

Sy Lord* Pun's, October 21, 1890. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 120, Confidential, of yesterday s 
date on tho subject of tho stops which, in your Lordship's opinion, should be taken to 
insure the maintenance of tho stability of the Turkish Empire, and to prevent tho 
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■recurrence ot tile recent frightful cruelties, I have the hon°ur to i^>rt tha^ atm 
interview accorded to nte this afternoon by M. Ilanotaux, I earned out the instruc- 
tions contained in that despatch. . , . . 

11 is Excelloncy, in accepting a copy of the same, requested me to inform your 
Lordship that lie would tahe it into his immediate consideration, and would return an 
answer at as early a date as possible. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY HOWARD. 


Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. _ '''>7'!"* October 23,1690. 

COUNT GOUUCIIOWSKI, to whom f read your Lonlslup s despatch No. 123, 
Confidential, on the 20th instant, quite agrees with the proposals put forward, and 
states that his own views as to the expediency of general reforms m the Ottoman 
Empire have always been the same, but that Prince Lobanow, on the occasions wnen 
he sounded him on the subject, refused to listen to any such attempt being made. 

\ telegram has now been received from the Austro-Hungarian Charge d Altaires 
at St. Petershurgh, stating that M. Chichkinc declares that Franco and Russia have 
come to an agm uicnt on the question of reforms, and that their views are, in ins 
belief, shared by England. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

^ J j r ^ Foreign Office, October 24, 1890. 

1 HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 835 of the 11th instant, relath e to 
a request made by the Turkish Government to the foreign Representatives at Constanti¬ 
nople for permission to search foreign ships on their arrival, with a view to discover any 
Armenian revolutionists who might he concealed on board. 

Her Majesty’s Government approve the terms of the note winch you and your 
colleagues addressed to the Porte in reply. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) 

A1 v Lord*) Constantinople, October 10, 1890. 

' 1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, reporting Hie arrest of 
alleged Armenian revolutionaries on information given by Armenian Notables, and 
commenting on the increased confidence shown by the latter in so doing. 

1 have, «fec. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


In closure in No. 85. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

^ Erzeroum, October 2,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report that two alleged Armenian revolutionary agents 
were arrested in Erzeroum three or four days ago, while gendarmes who wore sent out 
to arrest three more who were said to be in hiding at the Monastery of Lusadontch 
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Yank, at about 1 miles from the city, did not succeed in effecting their purpose. One 
of the men arrested had a rifle marked with the stamp of the Tashnaktsagan, or 
"Unionist” Committee. 

As the Vali says, the satisfactory feature in this affair is the fact that the presence 
of these dangerous visitors was notified to his Excellency by some of tho Armenian 
Notables. At Erzeroum formerly, as now in the other Armenian vilayets, I believe it 
would have been almost impossible to find an Armenian, not being a Government spy, 
to denounce a revolutionary agent to tho authorities. This disinclination arose, not so 
much out of sympathy for the revolutionaries, as from the certainty that only harm 
would result to a large number of innocent persons who would ho imprisoned and 
ill-treated ns “accomplices” of the really guilty parties. Now, however, the 
Armenians of Erzeroum are beginning to be convinced of the honesty of Roonf Pasha’s 
efforts to maintain order, and they recognize that the chief danger of a revival of 
massacres hero lies in the chance of some rash act on tho part of the revolutionaries. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R, W. GRAVES. 


No. 8G. 

Sir P. Currie to the .Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) , 

(No. 848.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople, October 16, 1896. 

I HAVE tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum reporting on the 
military movements on the Russian frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 86. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 101.) 

Sir, Erzeroum, October 3, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that in addition to the movements of troops 
reported in my despatch No. 76 of tho 4th July, the 23rd Regiment of artillery and 
the 19th Regiment of cavalry are said to he under orders to proceed from Erzingian to 
Erzeroum. With regard to the cavalry regiment I was misinformed when I stated in 
my above-mentioned despatch that it had already arrived at Erzeroum. Six new 
Krupp field-guns arrived here last week from Trabizond, and 1 hear that a considerable 
quantity of ammunition has been received lately, a good deal of which I have scon 
being convoyed to tho forts around tho city. 

No doubt some portion of this activity is to he accounted for by the desire to 
increase the available force on tho frontier, so as to prevent incursions of Armenian 
revolutionaries, and at the same time to be able to hold the Mussulman population in 
chock if it is thought advisable to do so. Public opinion, however, is impressed by the 
continued movement of troops towards the Eastern frontier, and especially by the 
increase in the artillery force, and I have repeatedly been asked whether there is any 
reason to apprehend an approaching conflict with Russia. 

On tho oilier hand, the large body of Russian troops which took part in the usual 
summer oxercises at Sari Kainish, was dispersed at the customary date on the 
1st (13th) September, thereby dispelling some at least of tho fears and expectations of 
an approaching Russian occupation. It must be added that travellers, chiefly Russian 
Armenians, arriving here from (hat district, report that tlio hulk of tlicso troops have 
not returned to their usual stations but remain for the present within reach of the 
frontier at lvars, Kaghiznwn, Olti, and Ardnhan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


2 B 


rooii 
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No. 87. 

Sir P. Currie to the .Marquess of Salisbury.—(.Received October 20.) 

(No. 849.) Constantinople, October 10, 1890. 

w WW«. 

which I have received from Iter Majesty ^ a account lias 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosurc in No. 87. 

Vice-Consul IVilliams to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 29.) Van, September 29, 1890. 

SU ’ I HAVE the honour to report that, ns| a #jP^ dotermntlK^ 

heeil fill-tiler trouble witli tlio i-erolutioti®., September, when I 

cause the ** £ of t Lo people were 

SS inX torvn. and the aSSSTn ^tt 

their hiding-places have people from this revolu- 

nhsolute necessity of their dissociating ■ t . ] nns01 . m 

tionarv movement. I found mU ongthom with 

sympathy with those criminals, but that "°.„^ d t() the authorities that an 
sufficient pluck to “ hell the cat. p\ , ;t s corporate capacity. The 

Armenian Committee should he formeil «h t eo W J ^ .. ‘rted arrival 

Voli and Sacd-ed-T)in 1 nsha quite ag . * ^ ^ |- J j 1 ^ e ptom1>cr, a 

of a hand of revolutionists Iron, Pewn on “ to work'to discover 

Committee of the leading Armenians. • ■ • . ^ t act quickly as it had 

where these men were hidden. It was the more arger party still 

hecome notorious that those hero were only the forerunners » . • 

believed to lie on the frontier. venort. that some of the revolu. 

tioniSs Imd’lmMi 'located^ and ^ > ^^^ a ^ 0 ^ a C | p^J”I^' 0 ^i^tlint ,> ^ < s<a>n , ^*Uic 
firin^hcgnn^the^oimcr^would hrwil^looso and l/gin a massacre which would extend 
over the whole province. the house in whioh the revolutionists 

-s-^^sisissaw* 

soldiers. Encouraged by the . ,, t) ( llu . revolutionists, numbering 

work in earnest, and next morning hroughtnews mu u. ^ ^ „ , t , loso 

in all about fifty, M moving the troops until late in the afternoon, 

to the Lonsu a C 8aMoslem population all off to tl.e.r work he 

— k W Sl^ha^t^ -rut of irnininrg .if 

the mfanfry olllconi, tlic icvid^Smiisto^gamMirt^t *Jj® of"(»rtridges, 

the night in a most leisurely lna “'' > . current as to wlmt'lmppcncd after 

who were on their way to Van. 4 a """ ^ m ''„“ 0 „ ntl>P with some ltcdifs and 
this. There appeals to he no o nbt hey tad an ™ band cunl0 i„to 0. 

Kurils without much harm on either sub. ' r citron, and after tiring at 

village about 2 miles from Van to get food. The ““™,^ f Q the road, they (led to 

x! .rrr L « f .ms 

SllSS:; «* —tciy any 
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get in, news will be given to the Turkish authorities. If only a few get into the town 
they can he easily turned out, but if any considerable body were to arrive it would he 
difficult to restrain the Mahommcdan population. The latter arc very much excited, 
both at the news from Constantinople and at tho action of the revolutionary bands) 
hut little moro is required for them to get completely ont of hand. However if the 
Armenian population are firm in thoir resolution to have nothing more to do with the 
revolution, and I think they will he, I have hopes that wo may get over our difficulties 
and that there will lie more or less of a rapprochement between the two nations. 

I believe the Turkish authorities are really in earnest in frying to settle matters 
here, and considering the dnngerous state of religious fanaticism which has been 
aroused, 1 am ot opinion that they arc deserving of every commendation. 1 have had 
considerable cxpcricnceof Mnhommedans, and your Excellency will forgive my savin" 
that I think few people in England realize what terrible results may come from’this 
fountloism if it breaks bounds—results to which tho terrible events of the lust year would 
he child s play. Deeply as f sympathize with tile Christian population of this country, 
I am obliged to confess that it is not the Turks alone who are to blame. Reforms to 
be of any real use must take the form of decentralization, and the selection of efficient 
and trustworthy officials, a certain number of whom are to he found even in Turkey 
Further, it must he made clear that, the reforms are for all alike, and not for any 
section of tho population. J 

I believe that if these revolutionists could he got rid of, there is still time to savo 
this country. 1 believe that most, if not all, of the intelligent Turks realize 
thoroughly that it is a matter of life and death to them, and would welcome with open 
arms any scheme which would do away with this state of anarohv, provided it was 
mado clear that the religious power of Islam was not endangered. ' 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) IV. H. WILLIAMS. 


No. 88. 

Sir P. Cunie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 20.) 


(No. S50.) 

My w r Constantinople, October 10, 1890. 

u I III reference to my despatch No. 799 of the nth October, I have tho honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Hedjaz 8 “ Consu ,lt reporting on tho general state of affairs in tho 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 88. 

Acting Consul Husain to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 104.) 

^' r> T HAVIHI 1 , , , , Jeddah, September 30,1890. 

Taif il „ Vi • •°." 0l “' *? s ‘ al<! tlmt 1 ““ informed by my Dragoman, who is now at 

„„ the xr ^ ’"i'T 8 I’y 11,0 Uraml 8horeef ill connection with tho robberies 

Chi, -s Of f! r, ,‘ aT S ? lu , cld “ t,; : 1 111,11 llamid-biii-Naffiut and Ahdulla-hin-Masud, 
tro 1 es lldth%! m ‘-°, ,h0 Jtarb ,ril ! c * 11111 responsible for all tho recent 
tim tonic of*'“ 1B tho same man who, according to the general belief of 
ttS^Li°lter th0 *' ° f th ° l,IU ty " l,iul ‘ committed 

motiw'tho last v,^?. mc ? at ,c ‘H lal ,' " ll0 “ppe» r to a good deal about tho 

motile ot the last year s outrage and the real perpetrators of the crime. 

at Mecca but ho rifuswUn 0 /kmnd-bin.Naffaa was summoned by tho Grand Shercof 
ZtS .taiithtl o U ' r™. nll,, "’i 111 '-' 11 tbat > in M* babaviour in con- 
SriiotionsofIheQre^dBrI“ ,r . be did noitlier irnwo nor less than carrying out the 
offered a free im-don hv ^ 0^*1 ak U °'I , lts 10 WM not sme of his safety, though 
of h is H i clnieasand to sllt ’™ f ,. Il ° not feel inclined to obey the orders 

Highness mid to place himself m jeopardy. Tho allowance of grain by tlui 








t)0 

Turkish Government for this Chief and his Kabila haring bean stopped, he began to 

atsJ; sgs,«i. ! ti;i. r; o >; i , .m afts&ggg 

Itmt Sliukri VV”"* nnd llie n<s^ Assistant of the Kahnakam, is acting here 
t ,o aS^ rc uuS 8 c^‘de™Un n , bu? I doubtol it very much from the 
beginning. yg^g^^^^jXi^ish^uthoritits, an^o^rooont^wwl^^'stop^U 0 ^^ 

isissss^lii^ 

SS0=Stffl£« s*w-*s 

u yr£^its& ^stttt^sSUz 

lhi"re 1 's™viil'hc built, near tin- pre.vnt military barracks on the north of the tout., aud 
the other will be erected ^^^bl “oast hotweett 

“SS3S sate ate- nrffc 

yf^li k il^SI6R?>“ Uhl, 0.,i. I~n «« o f 11» E.S-1, 

subjects, who imports it from Singapore. ^ 

(Signed) 1 " 1 '' G, MOHAMMED HUSAIN. 


No. 89. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(.Received October 20.) 

(No. 851.) Constantinople, October 10,1890. 

5 ' ON receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 290 of the 0th October, transmitting 
....... oi a letter from the late. Archbishop of Canterbury relative to the condition of the 

Nestorians, 1 telegraphed to Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van for a report on the 

TObj Mkior Williams answers that from information which lie received on the 4th instant 

then had the honour to state. 1 caused representations to ho made to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs with regard to the condition of tho Ncstorian districts and the com- 
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plaints about tho Koimnknm of Slmttakh. His Excollcncy, who scorned more or less 
to realize the dangerous nature of the situation, promisod to make immediate inquiries, 
but has not ns yet given me any reply on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 20.) 


(iso. sou.; 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 20, 1896. 

I nAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Angora reporting the 
departure of conscripts for Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 90. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 97.) 

bir, Angora, October 14,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 92 of tho 3rd instant, I havo tho honour 
to inform your Excellency that 1,759 conscripts have loft Angora for Constantinople 
since that date, making a total of 2,651 in all since tho 13th August, date on which 
the first drafts were dispatched from here. 

Moreover, I am given to understand that the arrival here of other conscripts 
is still expected, so that I shall have further departures to report. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IV. 8. RICHARDS. 


No. 91. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received October 26.) 

(No. 855.) 

Constantinople, October 20, 1896. 

" 1111 reference to my despatch No. 783 of the 30th ultimo I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty s Acting Consul at Angora, reporting on the Turkish attack on Armenians 
in that town. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosuro in No. 91. 


(No. 08.) 
Sir, 


Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 


urimn ...r... . , ... Angora, October 15, 1896, 

. .. reference to my despatch No. 88of the 24th ultimo, giving supplementary 

I Mho ESTEPS* ‘ at T ta , ck " ml “ ™ Armenians by Turks in Angom on Uio eveCg 
J September, I havo now tho honour to report further to your Excellency 


the res abouttS ^ . lu 4 s 111 P naon 1,1 connection with those disorders, 
l' 1 ’,' 1 tncnty-hvc having been released. Three of the former were con- 
damned by the Criminal Section of tho Court of First Instance to six months’ 
imprisonment, but they have appealed against the sontcncc on tho ground of its 
excessive seventy. Of three other prisoners one is a Captain of zaptiohs aud two are 
privates,^who arc charged with giving utterance to cries with intent to incite the 








Mussulman population against the Armenians. The zaptiebs liave been sentenced to 
?hrer'rnll» ? taini S onmon tl hut, I am informed, there is not sufficient evidence 

amiinst the Captain to insure Ins condemnation. . 

a AH Bey, the Professor of the Idadiyfi School, is still in prison. He was con- 
dcmned to three months’ imprisonment, it appears hut, on anpeal, Ins scn ‘™“ 
rduccd to one of three days’ imprisonment only, whereupon the Yah, who appears to 
ha e etoge hi mind as to tho degree of cufnahilitv o the accused, protested and 
insisJon keeping Ali Bey in prison until he (the Vah) had communicated on the 
subject with the Minister of tho Interior. . . lt 

J Vasfi Bev, the Lieutenant of ltcgulars who shot a Turk, mistaking him, >t is 
ecncmllv supposed, for an Armenian, is still under arrest For a long time the 
Armenian doctor who was in attendance on him pronounced lum to he mad, hut now; 
I hear he is said to have recovered Ins senses. It is very generally hinted here that 
Vasil Bey’s madness was feigned, hut that is not, I believe, tho doctor s opinion. 

I Will not fail to communicate to your Excellency the nature of tho sentences 
passed on the remaining prisoners. ^ k aTe &c 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 92. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 856.) Constantinople, October 20,1898. 

y I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Jerusalem roportmg tho 
departure of 100 recruits for the Hauran. ^ 

(Signed) 1! " C ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 92. 

Acting Consul Jones to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 32.) Jerusalem, October 8,1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that 100 recruits left tinis city on the Otli instant 
for the Hauran, by way of Naldus, to replace the men who have recently been . 
iHtiitiff 1 from fclifl hnttalions stationed ill that district. , 

It is reported that further contingents of troops will shortly be sent to the Hauran 

from this province. Ihnve,&c. 

(Signed) J. FRANCI8 JONES. 


No. 93. 

Mr. Elliot to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received October 26.) 

(No. 190. Confidential.) So/ , Al((> October 21, 1896. 

■ THE following am the facts reported by Mr. Bropliy upon which ho founded lua 
Secret and Confidential telegram, which I had the honour to repeat to your Lordship 

in ” y AIX^^rX^o^ family, owing his life to the friendship of a 
Greek merchant at Constantinople, privately requested nnother person at 1 ama 
contrive to convey to the merchant a letter urging him. : J 
father, to escape from Constantinople as soon as i>ossibVo, tjeicuiisu, m tlm ment, O f 
the Armenian grievances not being redressed by, or ) ’ g 00 j B tfcs ) ial i 

Russia’s return to St. 1'otcrsburgh. the Armenian Revolutionary Societies 
determined to provoke another general massacro at Constantinople. 


An Armenian journal of the 14th instant, published at Varna, contains n 
proclamation of the Constantinople Central Committee of the Armenian Revo¬ 
lutionary Federation DasohnaktzouthioBn, containing a threat to resort to measures of 

S\™e l,Rher n to he^flo%d m0ra ‘""h' 0 ^ S ° Ueral ,etrib, ' tio " tban 

» SaJWh'Mrw} jx at, * 

individual who is m communication with the Macedonian Society there and who l as 
been engaged for some time past in smuggling bombs to Constantinople 'had told him 
that a fresh outbreak would ho provoked at Constantinople if the Armenian 
giieimices were not attended to soon after tho Emperor’s return to St. Petersburg!. 

With reference to my telegram of the 16th instant, Sir Philip Currie was so 
good as to inform mo that Ohanessian, tho revolutionary agent referred to liv 

to Mr ir Xoni,v a , | lUSSm '' S “ bjCC < nni1 a . Turkish s py. ™d I repeated this information 
to Mr. Bropliy, who now wires to me that, however this may be, the reorganization 

OhanessiSdotog m ‘° thC Dasahnaktz ° utld °«« deration was undoubtedly 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. ELLIOT. 


No. 91. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received October 26.) 

(No. 318. Confidential.) 

£h^ 

tCskPoX% I tXnsUnrinmle 1 t° *“ tru ®V° n * b ° SCI>t to the Itepresontatto* of 

the Powe“ aUheirtmCnd^ 11 b ° eXCCU ‘ C<1 th ° “ f a “<=>' - 

spurn 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Sir Clare Ford to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 26.) 

(No. 72. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

THIS morning I carried out , .. . October 26, 1896. 

despatch No. H6, marked Confidential of tftntt.” voniaiiicd in your Lordship’s 
Turkey, when I read the despatch to and >eti\ * instant, relative to tho affairs of 
Foreign Affairs. ‘ t0 ‘ n " d lott a “I>y ■» ‘be hands of, tho Minister for 

His Excellency, after listening very attentively to tho contents of the despatch. 
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assured mo that the Italian G—nt were v^ to Z 

Gnat Powers in tho ali.ur.s nf Turke. sliouiu no mam „ ra e nt o£ tlie0ttomsn 

adoption of reforms both 'n tho a^umstratipn to „ upport Ucr Majesty's 

Empire; and *** ‘ ' J t n make in conjunction with the 

SAtom carry?n"Out of reforms \n the Ottoman Empire. 


No. 00. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquee, of Salisbury.-(Reeeiued October 27.) 

(No. 857.) Tbcrapia , October 20,1896. 

My Lord, your Lordship herewith copy of a further 

"is n. —« 1"’" " 

September last. t i) ave & c . 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 96. 

Letter addressed to Sir P. Currie from Khar put. 

Ktmrput, September 29,1896. 

TIIE news which 1 gave last week concerning Bghin was d.Myfrem 

two candid Turks who were there at the tune number of the killed. 

1 have seen agree in fixing the estimate at about 2,000 as ure num ^ ^ . n nny 

Mere women and children in proportion, se » ^ w crc i c ft in the streets for 

previous massacre of winch I know. M» n ) : n * 0 tho Euphrates. They 

'lays as the food for dogs some cases' 

have liceu seen 1 loating dou n t ie nvor l ’ statistics, of course, cannot he given 
whole families lmvc been obliterated. • •„ o lartre proportion in an 

now, but it is feared that 2,000 is qqqqC hristians’ The fetters giro tho 

17th. I am glad to say Ani), tlio i,/showing that the massacre was 

.lumguchinn, was saved. VU the testimony ran WM n0 disturbing element, 

They had alarmed the Central Govern- 

””%» Vnli and the Military Commam. = 

the time from the beginning to the end, co n . = whatever, and no Turks 

nople. As far as 1 can learn, the Jieopto mad® no ies.i a ^ ^ n0 Kurds 
were killed, except i»ossib!j Liter 11 0J , ^ieis. The mnssnero extended to 

. ... 

Five people were kite! m the Eghm 'dlages. one m tn ^ )mg 

timely arrival or the soldnrs provent d ^a.g, ^ ^ 8om . c0 ()f Hecuri ty, and that 
JbSTreutler^'hr^” Tim destitution of the coming winter threatens to lie 
almost as great as last year. 
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No. 97. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 


(No. 858.) 

My Lord Constantinople, October 20, 189G. 

, . , t 1 ' ^ the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
* ! reared from Her Majesty's Consul-General at BeyroSt, reporting^the 

t0m ' "' r0 ’ ,gh t,1C 8,1 'interview vrhifh he 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 97. 

Consul-General Drummond Hay to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 62.) 

WTTTT ...., , llrumana, Lebanon, October 7, 1896. 

agrela f innc S .dhv til T ‘"'I’ertant villages of both districts, and had been 
Douses F !,y th ° harmon y Kcnomlly prevailing between Christians and 

BKaseSSvmnraaaai 

I hove, too. 

(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 98. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 484.) 

-Swhis “T" ^ etswjte. 

loan, and to represent tl.S dancer of'Inld ^ ‘° "“ 1U ' rC ' collcotirel y> »*»>“ the forced 
admit that money! to beT& but lm U.Tir ’ •'“? The Porte 


[ 901 ] 
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No. 99. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Boaivti October 30.) 

(TolotrtsmMo) P. Constantinople, October 30,1890,1'4B p.m. 

' 1 HAVE received a telegram fro,,, the Vice-Consul at Van ^peotmg the appl.ca- 

tion of reforms lie snys nothing can he done without monoy, and insists that the 
arrest of three individuals called liosein and Hadji Tomer Pasha and Emin, of whom 
thefirst tiroaroHaniidieh officers, is necessary, even if they receive no severe punish* 

mt " The Vali also desires their arrest, and Major Williams requests the Embassy to 
move in the matter. ...... ... . 

Two new Mouavins have been appointed in tho vilayet. 


No. 100. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

327,) Foreign Office, October 30,1890. 

’ I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 880 of the 12th instant, 
forwarding a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana, giving a “ 

aooount ol the dcplorahli state of the MU district of Komn and stating Hint a 

disaster is to be feared at any moment if the present Kalmakam of Fekd ho not 
removed. ^ Ej[cell(!nc}| has not already done so, it might he advisable to draw the 
attention of the Porte to the state of the district in question, and tho risk of disorder 
if the present Ka'imaknm if» maintained at his post. 

1 I am, «c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


So. 101. 

Sir p, Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2 ) 

My^Lord ^ Constantinople, October 21, 1806. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 820 of the 10th October, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship horowith copy of a despatch which I have received irom Her 
Majesty's Consul at Damascus, giving further details respecting the outbreak in the 
llauran. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 101. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r ^ Damascus , October 11, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 41 of tho 28th ultimo, l have the honour to 
state that the situation in the Hauron has not undergone much modification during the 
last fortnight. The Druses of Salkluul refused to permit the eonsus officials to enter 
their territory, and in consequence the oflicials returned to Sucdah. Those Druses have 
gathered in their harvest, or what remained of it, and nre now stuted to bo only waiting 
lor raiu to take to the Lcdja again, ns at present there is no water in that district. 

The Druses of Hastaya and Uasheya have lately been summoned to submit to the 
conscription, and in consequence all those persons who are liable to he taken lor military 
service have lied to Mount llermon, after making a protest against what they called an 
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SgSassMtsswi 

Tahir'pMh*a,*t,ie^s-^ush?r' ft left < DamRjcuB ti*o days ^ derence * * 

f have, &c. 

(Signed) H. O. A. EYRES. 


No. 102. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 861.) 

My Lord, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 102. 

(No. 81.) Consul-General Mockler to Sir P. Currie. 

I have, &c. b ' 

(Signed) E. MOCKLER, Colonel. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 102. 

Mr. Pass a in to Consul-General Mockler. 

(No. 10.) 

order's ML 

for tho purchase of 400 mulcs'for mule ridimr ^ Utl °" ° , ,c .. collectci1 m Uiis vilayet 
sbcop and cattle from pluZer and iniuri „f WE* 4 '° r , lhe of the 

l™ Excellency imposed "ho price of 100 mnll „ f tnb ? !" country. So 

rest upon the inhabitants o' KoikooknSd SdKnw! “n™ ° w " '? Mosu] - n ' ,d tl,c 
was formed on Wednesday last ivIdchaZned hZ ^i’ rS 1 a , n . se 'l ,,e,,t1 /’ 11 Commission 
to be paid by the inhabitants of this 5 i . "* 500 llnis “ pneo of fifty muloB 

u Pereas they do not come to onMburtb'irV r" 4 “Po™ tho Christians,’ 

price ol another 100 mules, which is' 1 000 liras h. 111 number. The 

villages and dintricts The inhabitant • ' collected from the neighbouring 

authorities are fordng them tfdo s^ Li^tT^^, tbe but Z 

ove " comrait,ca some of 

confusious which existed l 1 ,"* 18 Pfoved to liim that most of the troubles and 

mid intrigues of Sheikh Musfofa theNaMb ^ (, , UC to l he 

removal tlronee as a matter pressinriv nee,',]? of Sheikh hold, decided upon I,is 
escort, who arrived here on T uirsdnf last i!. d H ’ ?°" t out from lk » t place under 

hired by him. r8 " tt) ,Mt m tho evening, «„d took lodgings in the house 

tJkWSS*Zi& iurLTdeat'otit orS? “» -untry 

near the l’urco-Pereian frontier, who num^erfbout d nilf f tl '?.. Al ’ U "f lulcr ‘r'hos located 
p..d no taxes to Government, are always eo,n, b nitLTpt J n :far:ffi;g^S C :^; ( ;^ 











SMWfcfiSffih-- 

the accumulated balance (o reTCmic), > 1 , about 7 o,000 piastre;. When the 
ileatb of bis uncle Mahmoud Bey),, '»»ch amou * waitt . ( l „,,on to KxccUencj. 

Willi wna in Hint Village, Mar.lain.icl.ilu ■ n f oceS aid Mustofa Bey had exercised 

and represented the acts of -ppressjoui «1 '^ " ,c thcre „aa a forcible extortion of 
.,„uin:' ebe C.'bristians of the said ullage, amo g , . cre j t i, 0 ninourit from bun and 
about so lira*; the Wall ‘'’^Xe'by tlm laid Christians, and after doing this sent 

Stt 

ZZSXi in the reserve troop. 


No. 103. 

Sir P. Currie to Pie Marquess of Salisbury. (Received lanemb ) 

(No. 862.) Constantinople. October 22,1896. 

M> ' YhAVE the honour to forward to ^ vX to 

which I have received fro,« Dr o°vi a it"tbe prisons in Constantinople, which 

allow a Commission of the Board 11 

wore believed to be extremely overcrowded. &c . 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CUKRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. W3- 


Dickson to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 53.) Constantinople, October 20, 1806. 

R "' I HAVE the honour to transmit. to yon,| J^f L 'i|' r ^;Vl,^be'lhi*uai 9 , Delegate that 
Vizicrial reply to a proposal made to'tin. » ^ of inspecting the Constantinople 

u Coniudssion^hould be £ ; n „ Imvrible state of overcrowding srnco the 

iWmcni^l'iot^have^ccmrcl^^^^^^^^^^ ^he 

^^^^.“^^on^a in which untowards events (incidents) had 

(digne^'^D-DICKSON. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 103. 


Itifaat Paul,a to the Mminer of the Sanitary Deportment. 

Le 23 8eptembre, 1806. 

HOTON8E an (esbere de ‘^“a 

lie Ministerc do l’luWriour sc t. hr • pnssainisscnienl dcs prisons, dos hops, ct 

cornu,c les plus grands sons 1 f' 1 ' , s ' , icu n „w ,»» nocossatre, comme \ a 

^ il “ C 

de la Commission sjidcmle. 


j* pric votre Excellence de i'niro le iidccaaairo. 


(Signe) BIFAAI, 
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No. 104. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 864.) 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUHR1H. 


Inclosure in No. 104. 

(No. 103) Consul Graces to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, 

Division haring biLT cancelled a ll ni , 'V° ^ 6 , C0nlmand of "«= Krxeroum 

Sairt Division, with hca5 qu „ r tr, a Diar „Wr 9 T^. 1 asha .'VT n of the 

Ynhya Pasha the Actine C. mmnmlr. Ii p ’ ’ CC " «l*P°Jntcd in bis stead j while 
Diarbelrir.and will, * “ *° ZU PaS " a ' S «"«“ “ 

the m*nicn3&^ ‘° f “ P “ ha ’ 8 Pfaiseworthy efTorts for 

gain for Erzcrouin, as Vnbva Pasha thninrl a ?{! 01 " tmon ‘ bc ' re should prove a distinct 
inclined to act harmonioS withtheVnh k , ‘i* dla l >0 l s ? d l !’™ rd9 ll >c Christians and 

lacking in the energy anSv^yt^teonZ ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. W. GRAVE8. 


No. 105. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 805.) 

My Lord, „ 

ns :s.sn«: sraar 

encouragement is given to the Hubert, Co "*“ l * Gcnc ™ 1 Smyrna, reporting that 

Armenian provinces ly promises rffata a IS *° m ° VC C “ t “ ar<l8 int '> «" 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosuro in No. 105. 

Acltny Consul-General Camberbatch to Sir P. Currie. 


(No. 100.) 


I HAVE the honour to info..„ , Smyrna, October 21, 1890. 

reports from Aivnli to the effect tioT tlm°r"y i!* 1 H h '- Vice-Consul Elioponlos 
encouraging the Monhajirs Mussulman an,;!!™ Turkish authorities at Porgamoa are 
Armenian provinces, whore they are nromS Bnl 8«™.‘° go and settle in the 

yard, and a house per head of a family " v J m <lcul,u " 1H (“ bo “ l 10 acres), a vino- 
Govcrnmeiit, and already several Menlmiirs sett ,'? K e M lu,lscs ttrc a, f defrayed by the 
Hie eastern vilayets vift Mcrsiun J 8CU ut -Ayosmat have loft that place for 

»i ' 
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I have not heard of any mU mOTCmeuI 

other localities in this district, but it !10 1> S^ t j ■ being carried out to 

ssa« 5 = & *—* —.- 

considered too preponderant. 

(Signed) li- A. CUM HERB ATCH. 


No. 106. 

Sir P. Carrie io rte ,Uor,,u«* »/ Salisburq.-iReeeived AWtar 2.) 

(No. 870.) Constantinople, October 25, 1806. 

’■'fitivea.i. 

Ui&rfiic, K ITS™,,<"•» .. <***»-*• ■“ 

remarks on the beneficial results likely to ensue. havc &c 

(Sinned) ' PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosure in No 108. 


(No. 10(1. Confidential.) Kr-tnum, October 16, 18U0. 

Hif - , HAVE the honed.. .tenoral 

Wv^’fS' place, 1 understand, has been already 

of tbe .nejnlie,. 

Er/.crouni. has also been Kl ^ < 4. „ oicmal Bey was appointed President of the 

nople. Du fhc departure of Slink l a ba A-^, dispiscnl of hardly any tends, 

Turkish Rehe Comm.ttee .* rf „&Jcs destroyed in the late 

and one of 6s avowed objects»as ho repair ^ ^ dcalr0} cd, except 

disturbances. r „|,ere the Armenians were really for a tune m 

,K*rlmpS one or two ill tho Acit *» fe therefore, to such nominal functions 

arms against the Government. I he f > £T l20 inont hly, was not 

as ;S,;‘.S“£ -.. “ ..- 

,y,"d will nfiow'thcn^a'n'iuc'h SJf’taUdTn dealing’with the’administrative difficult.es 
which confront them. I j 1(lve 

(Signed) ' 11. W. CRAVES. 


No. 107. 

Sir /*. Currie to the Marquesi of Salisbury,—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 671.) Constantinople, October 2d, I860. 

M> WITH reference to my despatch No. 827 of the 12th instant, 1 have the honour 
" ’ , ‘ i llr( t ih i 11 herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received from Her 

Mid^y^t onsulat^Ei d TOUm, repiirtlngt^e restrictive formalities exacted from Armenians 
win. wish to lenve the country. 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Incloauro in No. 107. 


Consul Graves to Sir P, Currie, 


(No. 107.) 
Sir, 


Eneroum, October 10,1806. 


A CIRCULAR telegram from the Sublime Porte containing instructions with regnrd 
to Armenian emigration, and dated the 11th October, was received here on the 12th 
instant, and communicated to the Armenian Episcopal Vicar for the information of Ins 


community. ' .”* ~ '— 

■ill r rh ?i. t0 fT ° f . lhis ,F i r" ,ar nrc - ! ,ri . ofl y> t" tbo elfcct that Armenians who emigrate 
will for the future lie called upon to find bail, subject to the approval of their ecclesias¬ 
tical authorities, to place two copies of their photographs in the hands of a Commission 

with the‘indomendin' -11*® t0 , ren ®" ncc , ° r ""> ll y their Ottoman nationality, 

with the understanding that they will not be allowed to return to Turkey. An entrv will 

Md rftlmcnm™^^ t,lc rc « IRt «™ of the Commission, of the ecclesiastical authorities. 


and of the competent Government Department . eee.es,osuca. nu.nom.es. 

In the case of those who have left the country clandestinely and without passports, 
.'lonihs i’Jr°’ W l T"-' "ir ‘° 1,0 t ' xlc " <lcJ "bore good cause can he shown t!> two 

“rser ■- vJ ’ - -." 

Armenians who have quitted Turkey during the past twenty years, and those who 
T iber do" .j“ r v l “2 ,t,ou “ movements, will in no case he allow,’,I to return to Turkey. 
,c> do, they mil be arrested and dealt with according to law. This measure will 

to voverTtaOO '° SI '' " c° , ?, rci . gn l“ ls< i>«rC, nnd oven if they petition to he allowed 
to revert to Ottoman nationality their request will be refused. 

Phe immediate effect al Erzeroum has been to put a stop to emigration for tho 
moment, the impression being general among the people that the terms of the Circular 
A™chi',, |, 10 l mrl ol , tl,c Government to confiscate the property of all 

m OttZfn Sal 1,’ 7 ra “i;,i°“ VU 1,10 U'umtry, and who will now lose their rights 
l eiL 1 ^/ Iniiv nT 11 l0 n y " IKissports, most of them for entire families, were 
g m/ daily at the Russian Consulate-General, lmt since the 12lh instant not 
more than half-a-doaen single men with no property to lone h™oT|Sdtholes 

WW.hftr ... ...... . 


Whether the wholesale measure of spoliation apprehended by the Armenians be 
intended oi not, it appears to me that these instructions, as far ns those wlm have left 
tire country clandestinely me concerned, will effectively prevent the retum ffi A™ 0 ,lian 
emigrants, i hc great majority of them arc to ho found in the Russian Government of 
the Caucasus, in a state of greater or less destitution. Some time must clause before 
TriliT tPu c Wth tl,c . co . n ‘ lition8 "'I which they may return to Turkey ; ami then 
„■ W ., T , d li u f,,r u l>I‘>y the Ottoman Embassy at St. Rctcrsburgh 

Ol even to the nearest Consulate, if that would suffice, within the time specified Thov 
Xtut° b0 aClt ' r ‘ Ca U, ° f - nr of I> un -Hn.ent* for having‘K tt/wiS 

fc'aat'ss ,r'r is 

** ^ - ** 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ]!, W. GRAVES. 


No. 108. 

''r L. Monsou to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 323.) 










takin" • but that, having on lUc previous evening received an important despatch from 
your'lordship, which I was charged to communicate to him, X must trespass a little 

&*** N, 128, Confidential, of the 

20t 'Tl^rlS nfmv 3;' tarft «*t he eoUroly agreed in your Lordship's 
vieus- that lie had more tlian once propounded them to Prince I/ibanow through the 
A 1 i stro-1 Iun gari a n Ambassador at St' Petei-sb.irgh withmtt 

began upon the subject with the Prince during the visit of tlieir Russian Majesties to 
Vienna he was met bv a curt refusal to listen to a word on the subject. . 

lie had nowreceived a telegram from the Austro-Hungarian Chart* d’AI a.rcs at 
St l'cterslmr-li statin- that M. Schischkino had informed him that hnvneo and Russia 
wTrea“uponhre necessity of proposing reforms at Constantinople, and believed 

thal HSnlv add™'that,"if this'were”'really the ease, there would, of course, 
be no objection on the part of any member of the Triple Allmneo to jommg m tho 
proposed .action and in giving the necessary instructions to their Representatives at 

Consbmtinoplc defence of his own policy during the 

past v™, a“ baf with reference to the blockade which he had 
lie instituted against Crete, that he hadbeen quite misunderstool, amIt at lm had 
acted solely on behalf of Greece, and with a view to relievo the King from a difhcult 

and 1™ woundup'hv'declaring l.is strong English sympathies, and Ids never varying 
desire to act With'Her Majesty's Government; and with repeated expressions of 
regret at the termination of our oflicinl relations. 

I have, sc. __ 

(Signed) EDMUND MON SON. 


No. 109. 

Sir P. Currie lu the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Receiv'd November 2.) 

'ord'^ Constantinople, October 27, 1896. 

5 [ HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput, reporting the represen¬ 
tations ho made to the Imperial Commissioner, Shakir Pasha, on the occasion of Ins visit 

‘Ynmmaking representations respecting the treatment of Protestant Armenians at 

Mc S ro ' I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHIEIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 10!). 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

(j>ro. 4.).) Kharput, October 7, 1690. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that I presented Memo- 
madams upon the following subjects to Shakir 1‘nslin during his stay at Kharput. 


Outrayes upon lltmfiij committed in 7'ndem and the Palou Vitiayes. 

In conformity with the instructions contained in the telegram of Her Majesty's 
Charge d'Allaires, dated the 24th May last, 1 placed a summary of my despatch of the 
2nd May in Shakir Paslm's hands, inciting at the same time Ins attention to the Crimea 
of Hadji Reygo and tile Patou Agas. 
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Hadji Reygo was thereupon imprisoned, but lias now again been released The 
-Marshal promised to make an inouiry, upon his arrival at PaTou, into the action of the 
various local Agas during the disturbances; but ns he only stayed there one day— 
thorou l'/ ***""’ '° thc outbrcak at Van — his bupiiry cannot have been very 

Tares levied from Armenians of ruined Villages. 

I submitted to the Imperial Commissioner a list containing the names of villages— 

5uv1f.| hC »hW "f “ “," d / ad J Cm ’, a ! 1 " llel1 to in m y (lcs P ! ‘ tch No. 8 of the 8 10th 
mv?JthTi • ‘ be ,t“ I’bo'dcred and burnt during the disturbances, and from which 

taxes for tins year together with, m many instances, arrears for past years were then 
being demanded ; and I pointed out to him that the raptichs sent to collecHho Taxes were 
perpetually ill-treating thc destitute Armenians, besides forcing the villagers to sunnlv 
them with food, accommodation, mid fodder for their horses ^ 11 y 

fr „ r aslm lbo hardship to which the Armenians were exposed by this 

forced collection, and that he hud no doubt as to their ill-frenttncnt nl (ho hnnda of n 
saptichs; hut, ho added, .lint it was impossible to totally «d the collodion as tire 
paj of many officials throughout the vilayet was several months in arrears - lie assured 
me however, that strict orders laid been issued for the Virghin In l,e exacted only from 
such persons as were in a position to pay. 8 °1 ,rom 

The Marshal further stated that lie was submitting to the Commission of Control a 
trusted tf^iDnrovcd’o'/'an'l'i f-Tw a S onte to » ct ns <«* collectors, which would, he 
in the future^ ° f ° rCe ' r °'" lcr almsos of the kini1 impossible 

Condition of the Armenians at Husni-btansaur. 

Husni-Mansour suffered severely during the troubles in this vilavet and thn 
nJttv trade co " s0 9“?"%.^ I'oor. A large portion of them were engaged n 

su " ou "; lln K yuosesi bat latterly, owing to Hie ill-will disaTafcdbv 
the arkish peasantry, they have been unable to ply thoir trade in those villages and so 

have been deprived ol thoir only means of gaining a livelihood. S "' d 

.Shakir Pasha took the same action on their bclialf as was laken bv him at 

K'dated^iie^rf ^ An«^ j0Ur " eyi " S 0rSfl8m ° n ' 08 ™P 0rted 111 "V *•*«<£ 


Armenian Crops seised by .Moslem Agas. 

nromiJd t^'iveh 1 ' 5 ' i ( ,, 1 ' r,,rkiHb " f «>« inclosed .Memorandum to the Marshal, who 
promised lo linvo the statements therein set forth immediately investigated A Com 
mission was sent lo the Chnrsanjak district to make (lie necessary fnouirv l„,f ih" 

Treatment of Protestant Armenians at March. 

KaelSori^'^^i^S.’"^* ‘° b,,ibl * their pastor, Kiri.gos 

by the Municipality this year. l ’V r,n,t to . llm * eml » " l,leh was confirmed 

foundations were laid some lour months ” , 1 'V cmistniction was purchased, and the 

suspended by order of the Muarif M B °i 8hol ?. )r aftcr "" ,,ls - however, the work was 

.a 
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Vftli, upon the ground of sucjt celebration being illegal. 


.’irmcniftn Girls abducted by fucks. 

I nresented to the Imperial Commissioner a Petition addressed to him, and 

r^Hctr sarax-h,* 

AgCh fsufe h ihree villages in <,uestion are situated in the Sandjak of Malatia, Shakir Pasha 
inS ce“. C »ry IwnTytt h^tTowSve". %T“°sUnt?on of these "omen to their 

official in question into a claim, however just, brought lyArmcmai . 

(Signed)' 1 ' 0 ’ RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 101). 


Namks of Peasants whose Harvests were confiscated by certain Beys of the 
Cluirsanjak Cnza, 



Village*. 

Bobbed by Andnn Boy— 
lkdro* llumpirnn 

T 

Mngag. 

Nigos Kebia.. 

Mitig Oglou .. .. 

Tt.ro* Kebia'* grandson* 
Arubnn Oglou 

= f 

Til. 

Bubo Kcbin .. 

Muklmiun Apo Marknr 
AKidurittn Gnrobut 

Bcdi'os Oglou 

Minna Oglou.. 

= = § 

Gadosan.* 

Tores Dcrticriau 

Koldun Alcxiui '•> 

Mniaub Oglou 

Much'.inn Gambol .. 

:: ::1 

:. ::jJ 

, Lower Havsig. 

Olmn < »glou .. 

Dmlerintt Agob 


Ourcg.* 

Bobbi.t by Oauinn Bey— 

/.moii.n BWro* 

(itoik-lVpeli Aroot .. 
D-poiati Depnii .. 

Kaloimi KlmeUn 


j> Upper Khnjur.* 

u ni (riven to the ii.tmuU. 


• Ueaotc. that m -light and ioadrquatv pecuniary cotiqaiMtiou wtl» given to the |K«iunw. 


Bobbed by Qataan Boy— 
Merjoomcgli Borsig 
VuiiLulx Minas 
Mumdiiw Dcd£ 
Shomeli Torig 
Mirnkin Bedig 

Tiiltoswii Krikor 
Kbnchoinn Arko 
Zoomjian Ghugas 



^ K hare Big. 


Gcok-Tqieli Simon 
Mcxn-hii Ivhncho 
Toxju I’itjwir .. 
Aims Kchin .. 


|> I.umdurig. 


Robbed by Mahmoud Aga— 
Katarina CJarabct* 
Tumoian Ded6 


’ ’ j | Meant. 


Robbed by lamnili Slo Bey— 
Bodoiun Gnrabot 
Robbed by Husni Aga— 
Tntoian Boghos .. 


Bobbed by Ismail Pw,hii Aga— 
Pnpnrig Oglou 

ltobbed by Ismail Mulmioud— 
Z.roinn .. 


:]} 

:l 




Lower Iloosig. 


No. 110. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisburg.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 873. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 27, 1896. 

antedto iJ 1 tu 'nv"' tl ? nSml , t lo y,°» r Lordship herewith an extract, communi¬ 
on™™ S ,n{ ?!'“ Ambassador, <rf a report from tlie Italian Consul-General at 

Armenian'RovoluUonary Committee. Ealrs at Eo ™- the projects of the 

1 liave, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 110. 

Report from the Italian Consul-General at Geneva to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
at Rome. 

(Extract.) September 29,1896. 

, . Afternoon a meeting, very secret, of Armenian revolutionaries 

took place in the house ol Gaspariani, 8, Chemin de la Roserie. Gars ami Harntoh 
tVolmnskh" th * attack on 1,0 Ottonlan Bank, wore present, as also Dawtianz ami 

f'^n t L™T re I" 1 ',", 1 : '' ere , s , c " t t0 Bulgarin for tho Secret Committees " of terror ” 
at f Constantinople, which should not in a very short time in throwing bombs every¬ 
where. have learned that at Constantinople tliore are hundreds of loadctl homhs 
concealed. An Embassy is to be attacked, the measures will lie the same as those 
laken at the Bank. I cannot learn which Embassy is threatened. The Ambassador 
will lie made prisoner, conditions will tie imposed, and if not accepted, all will 
he blown up together. I ho Armenians say that the independence of flic Armenian 
patne is their excuse to the 1 owors for tlie action. This was said by Gasparianz. 

• Dniotw tliat sons .Uglu mid inadequate p, c „„i„y mtiwi „„ s ; vw l0 „ lc r -- 


givcu to the pcuoautn. 
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As soon ns the independence of Armenia is proclaimed, the Anarchist Societies 
against “lcs bourgeois do I’Armdnio” would be immediately formed in thousands. 
X ground is well prepared. The excuse of forming an Armenian 
blind; il is really meant to enrol Nihilist agents into the country, lhe Arnicnan 
Central Committee of social revolution has its centre at Geneva, where another 
Nihilist Committee will be formed to foment another vast insurrection already 
preparing for five years in the Russian Caucasus. . . .. . . ,. 

The Armeninn insurrection is so much of an Anarchist character that at the 
Anarchist Congress of July in London an address was read from the Armeman Seoat 
Committee which linished as follows; •* From Armenia will lie fired the spark wluoU 
will filing on lhe social revolution in Europe.” . .. . 

This evening a further meeting in favour of Armenians. The organizing 
Committee is formed of all parties. 


No. 111. 

Sir I’. Currie to llic Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 


Mv lx.rd^ Constantinople, October 27,1806. 

' J THE Sultan sent me a message tin; day before yesterday to the effect that the 
Armenian reforms were at last completed. In the last week many telegrams hail 

her n dispatched ... the Palace to the authorities in the six vilayets, giving categorical 

orders for the immediate execution of reforms, witli specific directions as to each 
point. Eor instance, with regard to the collection of taxes, a telegram had heen 
dispatched in thi? following terms:— 

" “If you have not already done so, prevent the gendarmes Iron collecting taxes, 
ninl appoint tho proper tax-collectors, and inform me in torty-eiglit hours. 

Another telegram staled that llis Majesty had learnt that thorn were poisons ill 
prison in the provinces wlm had never been tried. The authorities were ordered to 
conclude the cases in fifteen days, and to either condemn or acquit, the prisoners. 

A third telegram stated that this was not the moment to raise difncullies or 
rnter into correspondence, but that tho matter must ho finished in twenty-four lioure. 

These telegrams were read to tho First Dragomans ol the JJntish and Lussian 
Kinbaas'cs l>v Izzet Hey, and arc perhaps to he attributed to tlie languago u <*d by 
M. do Ndlidow in an audience which he had with the Sultan on tho 17th instant. 
There is no doubt that tlio l’alace is anxious at the present moment to make a show ol 
energy in tho introduction of reforms, hut my Russian colleague agrees with me that 
the practical result is not likely to he great. 

I have, however, informed the various Consuls "i the orders sent, and have 
instructed thorn to report on the steps which may he taken lu coiisequeneo. 

To-day's paper announces that Assistants (“ Mouavins ), whoso names indicate 
that they am Christians, have heen appointed to the Mutessarifs of Mpusli, Kara- 
11 issar Sharki, Gonj, Tokad, and Ermjian. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP GUItIUE. 


No. 112. 

Sir r. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 


Ih^Lord,^ Constantinople, October 27, 1890. 

* | HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a note 

1 .Thole which 1 have addressed to the Sublime Fort on the state of the Iledjaz, in 
comnlianco with the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch No. 282 of the 
filli instant. . ...... .. 

1 feel it, however, my duty to point out to your Lordship tlmt all remonstrances, 
however enrnest, addressed to tho Ottoman Government on this subject, have hitherto 
proved entirely futile. The Sublime Forte make themselves the accomplices of the V all 
4 f the Hodja*/, and the Grand Shored*, and merely deny the truth of the complaints made to 
this Embassy. 
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In your despatch No. 37, Commercial, your Lordship stated that the Indian 
Government were considering the whole question of the pilgrimage and the condition of 
the llcdjnz. I have not yet been informed of the result of their deliberations: bull trust 
it may be found possible to afford some more effective protection to Indian pilgrims 
during the Hajj, os it is no exaggeration to say that at present the authorities of the 
holy cities have combined in a conspiracy to rob and plunder them, and that their 
property, and even their lives, are not safe. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 

•»“'« the honour to inclqae a further report, received from Jeddah since 
writing tins despatch, which appears to me to confirm the above remarks. 

_ P. C. 


litclosuro I in No. 112. 

(No. 110.) AW VcrMr - 

•u&pip^ssxrX&j&tsst .... ” 

. 

Repeated representations Imve liven made by the Consular Ilodv to (lie Vali of 
Ilcdpiz, hut have remained unanswered, and no measures have ,, 0 ! 

condition ol the roads. The state of insecuritv in foot ; u „ improve wo 

While calling attention to the state of affairs which, serious as it is is 
rapidly worso, Her Majesty’s Embassy are instructed bv llrr n ' ^ S* 

Ibcrapw, October 20, 1860. 1 v 


Inelusiiro 2 in No. 112. 

Acting Consul Husain lo Sir Currie. 

(No. 106.) 

WITH roforenen ... ,i .... Jeddah, October 14, 1800. 

tele-rai.i I have He honour M .? f 11,0 10tl > Sententber and to-day’s 

the Vali,’not the slightest ii.iproiKmeiit has vot i“3 n° «!• ill9, . ru , Ctl ?, n * 1,1 
ruu ,l 1 ™' era ®“t li»s jet been made in the condition of tho Mecca 

* “ 1 r—•*«> 

rqoi I K 1 nndertuke tho journey at daytime, and 

L J 20 
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thus the communication between Jeddah nnd Mecca lias become very difficult, and the 
mercantile business is suffering severe losses. 

'Phe latter part of September, having moonlight nights, fortunately passed without 
any serious robbery on the Mecca road; but as it was anticipated by everybody here 
that the dark nights following them cannot pass without trouble, so it has turned 
into a fact. From the 1st October up to the 12th four robberies have been committed 
on the road. 

Twice the travellers on mules were attacked and robbed of everything, the post 
carriers and other passengers were wounded, nnd the post bags were carried away. On 
the morning of the 12th instant both the caravans, i.c., the one coming from Mecca nnd 
the other going to that town, were attacked at two different places on the road, and a 
very heavy loss to the properly was caused, and several men were severely wounded and 
one was killed. 

Regarding the loss of the caravan proceeding to Mecca 1 have not yet received full 
information, but the other caravan which was coining to Jeddah was robbed in front of 
the Jeddah town, not more than 4 miles from the walls of the town. Nine camels out of 
twenty-four were carried away by the robbers, nnd everything that was valuable was 
plundered. 

One of the British Indians who was coming from Mecca received very severe 
sword cuts, nnd his life is in danger. Another British Indian, who was residing at 
Mecca since a long time, after closing his business there was coming down to Jeddah 
with un intention to proceed to Medina and settle there ; nnd so lie was bringing all his 
money and property, amounting to the value of 7,000 rupees, and the poor man was 
robbed of everythin-, even the wearing clothes; thus lie and his family have been made 
destitutes. 

I have repeatedly been writing to the Vali about the robberies and unsafe state of 
the Mecca road, and on the Inst occasion, i.c., on the 12th instant, I sent him a telegram 
protesting against the losses of the British Indians, and strongly demanded a speedy 
action to prevent the robberies in future; but I nm sorry to bring to the notice of your 
Excellency that the replies that I have been receiving from bis Excellency the Governor- 
General of the Hodjas* have all been to the effect that his Excellency lias communicated 
the news to the Grand Shereef, and the result will be communicated in time to the 
Consulate. 

It appears from this that his Excellency Ahmed Rntih Pasha, the Governor- 
General of the Ilcdjnz, either does not care to take any trouble to do what is necessary 
to secure the safety of the roads, or has no courage to compel His Highness the Grand 
Shereef, who is responsible for the safety of the roads, to take proper steps to recover 
the lost property, arrest the robbers, and punish them adequately for their misdeeds. 
Besides Hamid-bin-Nnflha and Abdullah-bin-Masood, about whom I reported in my 
despatch No. 104 of the 30th September, and who arc still at largo, two other sources of 
trouble have been added. 

Abu Nahab, a leader of the Herb tribe, and a professional robber, has come down 
on the Mecca road, and has added more danger to the already very unsafe condition of 
ibis road. The cause of Abu Nahab’s assuming the present troublesome attitude is 
ascribed to the following account. 

About fourteen years ago lie carried away a domestic slave belonging to one of the 
residents of this place, and kept him in his service. Now about a month ago this slave 
managed somehow to tfscape from this Bedouin’s place, and came to Jeddah and took 
refuge with his former master. 

Abu Nahab sent men in search of the runaway slave, and, finding him at Jeddah, 
demanded the slave to be returned to him. But the limn with whom the slave took 
refuge refused to give him up, and Abu Nahab, finding himself powerless to do 
anything in the town, began to rob the caravans going to Mecca, and thus avenge against 
the whole town. 

The third and the Inst source of trouble on this road is Shereef Aun-biu-Nnsir and 
his brother, Fawwiul-bin-Nasir, who have a good deni of influence over the tribes near 
Tnif. 1 have been lately informed that for some trifling cause His Highness the Grand 
Shereef ill-treated both the above-named brothers (who by family connections arc 
related to Grand Shereef himself), and sent them to the prison. These two men have 
managed to escape from the prison, and have now taken their abode in some stronghold 
near Tnif, and they have declared it ns their intention to do as much mischief as they 
can in order to thwart the objects of the Grand Shereef. But as they can do very little 
to do any personal harm to His Highness the Grand Shereef, they have prompted their 
followers to stop the roads, and thus create great difficulties in the country. 




115 


Under these circumstances, most respectfully I have the honour to point out that 
"‘"f* 0 * a ™" B0 T C , nl und . 6r Wfcimc seems quite impossible, and all 

the efforts of the Consulates and others will prove more than useless as loin. ,,, u, 
present Vali of the Jlcdjaz is in power. °" K ** lhc 

In conclusion, I have tho honour to inclose the conies of t.-Wv,,.,, i 
the Vali on the 12,h instant, nnd its reply, and the LSnt if llaf . „Cmmed 3 ah° 
who has received very severe wounds in tho last robbery on the 12th instant ’ 

This statement shows that, though the Mecca road Ims been ' , 

state for a long time, still no attempt has been made to provide niihWv^?!!*^ U " Safo 
other mode of protection for the travellers. ° 1111 “U o" ni1 * or "'O' 

1 have, Sec. 

(Signed) s. MOHAMMAD HUSAIN. 


Inclosure a in No. 112. 

Deposition of Haji Mohammed Shah, of Saloon, District Rai Boreli, India. 

ano,hV;\:„”e,,™: vh n i ch „,„' v r 3 vr* a 

woarins ft|,p#rei nad a 

milled 8I " V ,,0eumds Rl " Uh ‘bo <*™'an at the time when the robbery was com- 

(Signed) MOHAMMED SHAH. 

that Sha " *«—» -I declared on oath 

(Signed) S. Mohammad Husain, 

„ __ Actina Consul. 

October 13 , 1600 . 


No. 113. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 2.) 


(No. 876.) 

My Lord, 

of the vilayet. 'Lt-Consnl nt Klmrput, reporting on tho stato 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PniLIP CURlilE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 113. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

... . Khar put, October 14, 1890. 

Denr Sir Philip uurnc, \f«mnrftnda.m written by Dr. llnrnum 

£ E5A* A«» ... “ 

1 . 

JUHt before Shakir I ash u left here f f knew that lii« own salary for the 

radical measures to Htop the abuse. ’ - ‘ . , . bo wrung from this unfor- 

time, toother will, that of h.s numerous Imi-gcrson, “ 1 ‘ vfait* I firmly 

1“r“^ V rrahor J^ci.lXini'uKnl otU.r«i..: to the Armenians in general. 

trembled before hh, «*£ - “ 

punishment .1 hi. k.mwn io Ee inlltnt; but ho did not 

(- •^uver.,u^.t. i c i a,s > or ..m,g” 

tin! police mill gendarmerie by the ad,Jition of 0i few y •„ „ 1B u ,.propitious 

encumbered the earth must be removed. He agreed win. me } , 

practice tlwir removal mi«' , ‘2Tn“in“^ C ffi'mu|g!» of Armenian* were forced to work 

harvests .l.nnturod and well-meaning man, but impresses one with 

-,u ' H J 1 Tuoks up ,.. n bis mission—though nut bis salary-as a iarce, and himself 
the ulen that b looks upim ft stmi gU „„d intelligent man, also appears to 

?\V i is ^trusted with judicial matters, openly and 

^^ruLiTex^J^me^s'^ik: ond sovereign mmlon.pt for the Armenians. 

1 '""i "is !lili!cult to bt"ie\uMhnt"rmy^ 'can KlrnL°. mi' or prosper in this 

a*.sphere of anarchy »I henkrejd® The «tetin>^. 

lux tZuZ amlTilvc no other means or subsistence. All the important towns have 

'’“'^it’Sl^^wiffand'orphans throughout the vilayet is very largo In a 
iin iiuiiii i.r i ii.IIk ,no that there arc m that town 1,1.>8 

X»'• « - >-«“ 

h ° K :;!i:r; ) :^ 1, rtbi^sS“o , Se , i,ec ll u»tMy»**»?•** >* •>* 

nnthorldes The trlinps did most of the work of cxlcrminutmn. Neither wonton nor 

ehildren were spared. . . , many sources that u large force of Kurils 

Or. Harm.,., tells e that to•» tl0 „rs from here, on their way to 

three weeks ago. They said they had 
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0 im Cr ^|/ 0r ‘^e attack, hut when ordered by an officer to disperse they retired 
elemont in tlm Smn popltion "" that ' h “ r - the '“«* Stable 

Believe me, ike. 

(8igned) R. F. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 113, 

Memorandum. 

mmsmm 

mmmms 

sm= 

.. 

mam 

this 5hm. ar ° 8il ""' e i " U8t,aliU,,S 0f " l, " t °™‘ «t '‘early every Christian village in 

of l,, “ 1-tost worse .. that 

insulting. k " , "" 1 mo " over ' " " 0 "»« protracted and more 

feed of* U.e , X“ 1 m’ U “ ?'»«»»/'-.“-h obliged to 

horses without any pay, only Ibis roar the iiuml. F"'°.. cx, . r " ’"'“'e rations to their 

A'/mr/mf, October 111 , |s Wj , (8ifc, "‘ :,l) H HUAI AN N. I1AHNUM 


No. 114, 

slr P - Currir 10 of S«li,bury.-(Ueaiced November 2.) 

(No. 877.) 

My T.ord, 

transmit eilpies unw.Id,"'f.i.tohUs'.vhich’ 

Mr. OmveH incloHUH a translation of a IVtiiL.i ml I.-. A ?™ t n . lls ”® con< ^ despatch 

begging bin intervention on their behalf. I haro hail anr v! ’Vi? l,ti,)U . rt l’ risonc,H * 
despatch drawn uj> for coimnunieation to mv ... II 1 *! r ‘. c . ,H 0 ,^ 10 contontn of this 

consent to make'a joint mZm.^ion “ d 1 h . 0 ^ , thnt “'V will 

committed in opposition to tho wishes of IIm Vali/ ° " IJ1 " illC0 ' rl " c ' 1 ' has boon 

I Imve, &tc. 

m _ (Signed) PHILIP' 0UR1UR. 


‘ f lii. ii confiriiml by » mmbw „r III. Culliolit „u. 

“JJjj'prt of d"’ I«» pro.liluliog ..Ivo.-li, |. |»|SM>. luviM 


2 If 











fnclosure 1 in No. 114. 


Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 


sir*' Erseroum, October 9, 189*1. 

’ WITH reference tn my despatch No. 98 of the 25th ultimo. I have the honour to 
report that the Erzinginn political prisoners to the number of sixty-three have arrived at 
Erzeroum. 1 also learn that twenty-seven political prisoners from Baiburt have just 
been brought in here. The judicial Inspectors of the Vilayets of Dtarbektr and 
Erzeroum arc expected here in a few days, and I trust that their visit may result in the 
release of a large number of the Armenians now in custody on political charges. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 114. 
Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 


go. 106. Confidential.) E „ erou ,„, October 14, 1896. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report as follows with respect to the case of the twenty- 
seven Armenian prisoners lately brought to Erzeroum from Haiburt, as reported tn my 
despatch No. 102 of the 9tli instant. . „ ,, ,.. . 

Those prisoners comprise most of the Armenian Notables ol Batburt, who survived 
the massacre of the 26th October, 189:-, and among them arc two or three who, with the 
consent and assistance ol' the local authorities, acted as agents for the distribution of 
relief in the Haiburt Caza until quite recently. When the massacre tool: place the 
state of siege was proclaimed at Baiburt, and the military authorities threw these people 
ami many other Armenians into prison, although no Mussulmans were then arrested or 
punished for the shocking massacre of many hundreds of unresisting Christians whom 
they had murdered under the very eyes of the authorities. The prisoners were abused 
and tortured until some of them consented to sign so-called confessions ot guilt, 
implicating all their Notables; ..n the strength of which twenty-seven persons were 
summarily tried by court-martial and sentenced to penal servitude, some for litc, and 
some for fifteen years. . 

\ few days after the massacre Ibrahim Bey, now Mutcssanf ot Baynzul, who had 
ju t been appointed Kaimakam. arrived at Bailmrt, where his first act was to discharge 
from prison all the Armenians who had not been tried, and to report the state ot nllnirs 
to Shakir Pasha, the High Commissioner for Reforms. Shakir Pasha sent one of Ins 
secretaries, Tewfik Bey, lo Baiburt, with instructions to hold an inquiry, which he did in 
conjunction with the military authorities, and drew up a report to the cflcct that the 
confessions l.ad been extorted by violence, and that the prisoners hud better be 
discharged. This was done on the 8th December, in virtue ol the powers vested in 
Shakir Pasha, and they remained at liberty, in the belief that they had nothing more 

t0 k Meanwhile, the Baiburt military authorities had communicated the sentence of the 
court-martial to the Mushir, Zckki Paslin, at Erzingian, and the latter, after applying 
without result for further documents from Baiburt, forwarded the sentence and uossici, 
accompanied by a report of his own, to the Seruskieratc, to be submitted to ike Superior 
Military Court. This Court, in .leflance of Shakir Pusha’s decision and ot the known 
opinions of the Erzeroum authorities, confirmed the outrageous sentence ot the Baiburt 
court-martial, and the Sultan -igned an 1 radii for its execution; the- twenty-seven 
Armenians were consequently learrested on the dOth August, and again lodged in 
prison. It is to lie noted that'the issue of the Irnd6 coincides in date with the massacres 
at Constantinople. . , ,, 4 

'Hu* Viili of Erzeroum has been doing bis utmost to convince the Central Govern¬ 
ment of the irregularity and injustice of this sentence, and to obtain the issue ot a fresh 
Irade annulling the former one, and pardoning the prisoners, and l thought it better 
to await the result of his action before reporting to your Excellency, unfortunately ho 
has not succeeded, and I have accordingly communicated the facta, together with copies 
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tL 4 th f", 6^*1 Pc , tili r t0 r O" behalf Of the prisoners, and dated Baiburt, 

tnrannit ' S96 ''° "V *"*"<* «' 1(i N^sian colleagues, who have promised 

to report the case to their respective Ambassadors at Constantinople 

x. ‘ ve "‘?r < : l' oi,, t nut that this is far from being the only instance in which Hie 
- Itishu, /ekki t a-ha, tins interfered with the attempts of Shakir Pasha and i?n „r i> i 
to dea justly and humanely by the Armenians. If bis m Multi ^atb^llLedlo 
trmmiili, it will go fur to destroy such confidence us the Christians are bmrinnimr to feel 
m fho present administration of this province, and to drive thorn in their despaif to line 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. \y, GRAVES. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 114. 

Petition of Baiburt Armenian Prisoners. 


(Translation.) 

I o the British Consul at Erzeroum : 

AI-TER the awful massacre which occurred in Baiburt last year on the 14th f of,Hi A 
Oc ober, the authont.es imprisoned more than 200 of us. By s.,bjoctin"u, to torrid 
Tull, T nd - U '“ b 0 8 “ ffc . n " e ® nd . tor, " re »< ‘lie blinds both of the officials mid of H e 
rurkisl, prisoners at night, in the depth of (he prison, they caused us to sign a p»Mr 
C<> ," T , .""° m . an y calumnies concerning Hie Notables of this district 
to the cflcct that they had termed a Committee, ami had imported arms froni Russia to 

ifsass z 

'\ ho “ lh ' fl ™ cr Kalniakam was removed, and the present honourable Kaimnkam 

f?r “ 1 ~“ i *sw 

.. 

tan, and obtain the remission ot our present punishment 

• of thc . Armen . ian prisoners of Baiburt who were tortured, nnd who 
contrary to tlioir consciences, signed evil and slanderous documents, ’ 

Your humble servants, 

(Signed) PARTOKII BAR8EUHIAN 
HARATIOCN CHAKALIAN. 
YAKOOR SA1IAGIAN. 

It A1G ATS KRtKOltlAN, 
•MillAEL SAN08SIAN. 

STEPAN BALAKHORT8EB 


Baiburt, September 4 (10), 1896. 
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No. 115. 

Sir P. Cunic to the Marques, of SaIMury.-(Rcccivcd November 2.) 

(No. 880.) Therapm, October 28, 1890. 

1895, to which Mr. Shipley roles, presented to tl c hul ec i oric^ ^ ^ m J ent 

ir&sr^ izrrs^Trswu.«<*» ** t. *. «k 

Foreign Affairs on the subject. j hftvc &c 

(Signed) ’ PHIMP CUKUIB. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 115. 

Acting Consul Shipley to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 00. Confidential.) Tret,head, October 14, 1890. 

8 ' r ’ WITH reference to Mr. Consul Imngwonl.’s despatch No. 162 of the 411. December 
Inst year, I have the honour to ^35 Urn thirty.#™ 

translntion of a eo.nn.un.cn tot, foiwnrde d to thisUm 1 • , ( th , sentences 

the Supreme Military Tribunal at Constantinople. 

Their names arc 

1. Mnnoug Tato&ian, condemned1 to 101 years’ i.nj.risonment. 

2 and 3. Stepan and Kriknr Tatossmn, brothers ol the above, to ten .tears 

imprisonment. 

4. Hetoum Diradourian. 

5 lladjce Vartan Asdourian. 

?! Sg FS^^teyenrs- detention in a fortified town respectively. 

• Of the remaining twenty-eight prisoners, one, Hagon Shavarsh, lu.s been sent to 
Eixingian ; two, viz., Agop Dcimcgbcrditcbinn and Dr. him hnshcrian, bate just been 

released and twenty-five arc still awaiting their sentences. , 

After u 

impossible "ev'ol.'in the light ot recent events, to withhold one’s sympathy from those 

h”,'^[. toTlisted Jto'live'beLTtfntented^th the terrible 
mu.id.ment inllicted on the Stl, October of lust year .... the Armenian community by the 
... . of the Turkish mob. The ill-fortune ..1 the prisoners ... question is further the more 
marked, as l have reason to l.clievo, that bad the recent outbreak a Constanl.noplo not 
occurred the great majority of them would before now have been released. 

Will, regard to one of the above seven prisoners, viz., Arsl.ng Fthcian, my inter, 
has boon leuuostcd bv Mr. Crawford, of the American Mission ... this town, who 
informed me that Cilicia., had friends who were willing to undertake to seud bin. to 
America if it could be managed. I replied to Mr. Crawford .bat the times were not 
favourable that certaii.lv nothing could be done at Irebizond, and, further, that I felt 
terv doubtful whether any steps on my part might not he productive of more harm than 
eo.'.d Nevertheless, in'a private and confidential conversation with the Dove.nor- 
General, Cud.i Hey, I took .... opportunity of sounding the latter on the subject, 
ill. biding in .... observations llotoum Diradourian, the naturalized American citizen, 
whose case is even more deserving of sympathy than that ol l ilieian, and gathered that 
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±’ ! “'! l ^’,>rr'' ll V 0ul< ' hc o.''y.*oo glad to adopt the course suggested if be 
were aut onzed to do so from Constantinople. More than this I could not expect as 
his Excellency, there is reason to believe, is already under suspicion of being too favour¬ 
ably disposed to Armenians, and the only effect of any initiative on his lain wouldinall 
probability be to seriously compromise Ins own position. I have since been informed bv 
his Excellency that he has communicated with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the 
subject of D,radounan’s nationality, and that, with regard to the exeeuUon of the 

o e 'i\rre a Tii,eei i rr ncrs - ’t 'i 1 ;! ", ot 

the notice “f the Stote“ fir A™'Z '' 7 5 ' ^ becn - b ™«“ >° 

Diradourian, should bo expelled the country iightpossible noUo mmuecestful ** 
to,,., 

infornmd^by^nay^ltt^a^ Austrhin'^nd^Frenc! 1 / eonea^ueiftlmt^tdielf received ^trilfbe 
forwarded by them to tlicir respective Embassies at Constantinople. ’ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. S. SI1IPLEV. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 115. 

Seven Armenian Prisoners to Actimj Consul Shipley. 

must state this, that the court-martial is composed of such persona who 
caused our lathers and brothers to be killed and our shops and houses to beToo o 

its mvn'misdeeds! C °" rt **"“ *° mm,t injustic0 tt " d f « ls iff jmlgnrent in order to cover 
this imurbnra'rtial^'enu^rath^idFthe irregularities in^ts’p^codi^^^nd'vl^ioqi^te^ 

can c to us with a paper in Ins hand, and read the condemnation of seven of our number 
ET," ' CrC b, ’, tlc "hove-montioned court-martial, then sent to Constantinople 
where it was approved, and returned hack here lor execution :_ ^ ’ 

1. Manoug A. Tatossinn, 101 years. 

“• Stepan A. Tatossian, 10 years in a castle. 

0. Ivrikor A. Tatossinn, 10 ditto. 

•1. Iictoum Diradourian, 5 ditto. 

5. Hadjeo Asdourian, 5 ditto. 

(j. Hadji Minas Tutundjinn, 5 ditto. 

7. Arsliag hilician, exiled to Acre, without limit of time. 

.. 

s - * “ *" “"■> ..j.. 

(Signed) The seven persons condemned above. 


Inclosure II in No. 115. 

Mr. Vivian to Acting Consul Shipley. 

iv » ... l\ebisond, October 1800 

... .j 1 ftcc0r f anc ®jvith your request, I have the honour to submit to you tho following 
details respecting the prisoners whose sentences have recently been confirmed bv he 
Supreme Military Court at Constantinople 3 conimneu by the 

[9011 o j 
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Their names are. 

1. Manoug Tatossian, 101 years imprisonment. 

2. lvrikor Tatossian, 10 ditto. 

3. Stepan Tatossian, 10 ditto. 

4. Arshng Philician, 5 years' fortress detention. 

5. Hadjee Vartan Asdourian, 5 ditto. 

(!. Hetoum Diradoarian, 5 ditto. 

7. Hadji Minas Tutnndjian, 5 ditto. 

1 Manoutr Tatossian is an Armeno-Gregorian, and a carpenter. Was arrested 

rsi “45 iSSS i & i »“» 

“T“Sr Tatossian, a ^lversmilh, and Stepan Tatossiarr ir joino^ 
brothoreof Manoug. Both these were accused ot having aided their b, ° l ' lcr , 

. 11 n ?« not known what wools the authorities may have had as regards 

1™co"rpHci"y of these two, but it is fell'iu town that the chief cause of their condemns- 

tion an ™ It® r J' n8 throw 

tuo a, 

accusation against him is received, therefore, with umiors.ilthTomwof a restaurant in 

0 . Hadjee Vartan Asdourian, a p° r ep n r“ shop 

for his customers^when the disturhance occurred. Soldiers and UWnsmen attacked and 
looted his shop, lie himself barely succeeding in escaping into mi' f 

& h “ 8 

"“^r'iutodlDfrad.mriaii is a'naturalised citizen of the S ‘ n ^„, y l ‘ r “° 9 “j 

as^ese 

18S0 issued by the State Department. Was tour years in America, and came here with 
the intention of returning after having visited his mother, but was prevented tram s 
d dner bv Ids brothers, who engaged him as their clerk. Is the youngest of live sons, 
t’liree of whom were killed the day of the massacre last October under circumstances 
rcuortcd hv Mr. Consul I.ongworth in his despatch Xo. li>2 or the 4th December, lsOo. 
On the day in question he had gone homo for lunch, and, hearing the disturbance, took 
refuge in the house of a Turkish neighbour, who, the next day, dehvered h,m over to 
Hie authorities. Of course, lie, ns many other educated Armenians, may have had uews 
„f bis own as to the treatment experienced by his fellow-countrymen at the hands o li e 
Turks but there is no evidence that 1 know ol connecting him with any treasonable 
transaction. After remaining nearly twelve months m gaol, lie has now been sentenced 
to five years’ fortress detention. 1 have known Hetoum lor the last six years, and I feel 
it my duty to say that 1 have never seen or heard anything to lend me to behove that he 

bad anything to’do with revolutionary Societies. _. 

7. j Hadji Minas Tutnndjian, an innkeeper by profession, was arrested about a v cek 
after the disturbance on the charge of belonging to the Revolutionary Committee, and of 

possessing fowling-pieces, two revolvers, and a dagger or two were, it ts true, 

found in his house, but it was pointed out by him that the fowlitig-pieccs and daggers 
had been for years in Ids family, and, with regard to the revolvers, ho stated that 
l.e believed that, as everybody eke bad arms, lie naturally enjoyed the same right. It 
-coins probable that Hadji Minas brought himself into trouble through Ins garrulous 

" UlU Two at most three, of those condemned may possibly have given cause for suspicion 
to the authorities, though even then 1 beg to point out that for nhtoiM 
„ inch they may have been guilty they have already been more than sufliciontli puntsla 
by the sufferings which they mid their families have undergone. 
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I must, moreover, point out to you flint the way the trial was conducted by the 
court-martial was most arbitrary. The guilt of the above persons was taken for granted, 
and they were afforded no means of proving their innocence. The sittings were held 
with closed doors, and no counsel was allowed, and, under these circumstances, it is not 
too much to say that their condemnation was a foregone conclusion. 

(Signed) F. Z. VIVIAN. 


Xo. 110. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of SulMury. —( Receiver! November 2.) 

(Xo. 682. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 28, 1890. 

INFORMATION reached Her Majesty’s Embassy last week that nil Imperial 
Trade Had been issued confirming a decision of the Council of Ministers, by which a 
forced loan was to be levied on the Mnliommcdnn population of this Empire for the 
purpose of arming them against, an attack said to lie contemplated by tho Christians. 
A Commission under the Presidency of Mahmoud Jellnl ed Din l’aslia. Minister of 
Public Works, was intrusted with tho task of executing this order. 

Tho Porte at first endeavoured to gloss the matter ovor, and said the loan was 
destined “ to complete some necessary military preparations,” but Said Pasha, 
President of the Council, admitted to Mr. Block the truth of tho account given above. 
He had done bis best, lie said, to oppose the scheme, but bis objections bad been over¬ 
ruled. Ho had been told that it was evident that t.ho Christians were arming to 
attack the Moslems, and that the European press was preaching a erusado against 
Islam; it was therefore necessary to take measures for defence. Finally, be said, lie 
received orders from the Palace to sign the Mnlbato, and reluctantly did so. 

It is not easy to dot ermine the exact motive of a measure which seems so 
dangerous and so uncalled-for. It is, perhaps, merely a desperate expedient to obtain 
a little money, and the ostensible object—defenco against an attack by the Christians— 
may have been selected as the only appeal likely to draw money from Turkish pockets. 
Perhaps, also, the Sultan and his advisors hoped to gain popularity by tho measure, and 
to defend His Majesty against the accusations disseminated by t’lic'“ .Tettno Turquie” 
party, by representing him as the champion of Islam in the hour of danger. On tho 
other hand, it cannot be denied that the Turks are genuinely alarmed. They are 
especially apprehensive that the Armenians may trv to tire the citv, and I am told 
that recently a tumult was nearly occasioned in Itouineli Ilissnr by an Armenian 
house accidentally catching fire. My Austrian colleague informs mo (‘hat one of the 
most considerable gun-smiths of tho town, who is an Austrian subject, was asked hv 
the Minister of Police lo furnish him with as many arms ns ho could supply, and 
also that an attempt has been made to disarm tho Croat and Dalmatian Christians, 
who aro generally employed as house-porters, and have a great reputation ns fighting 

In any ease, the danger of announcing such a loan is obvious. The provincial 
massacres were, in most eases, preceded by a rumour to the effect that the Armenians 
were likely to attack the Moslems, ami, if the present measure is really nothing moro 
than an attempt to obtain money, it must inevitably inflame tho fanaticism of tho 
populace, and increase the chances of an outbreak. 

These considerations decided the Ambassadors to send their Dragomans to tho 
Porto, with the following message to tho Foreign Minister:— 

“Kst-il vrai qu'un emprunt fored destine ii dcs anno merits soit imposd a la 
population Musulmanc ot qu’uno Commission soit chargee, d’en assurer la perception ? 
Cette mesure insolite i\ un moment oil il n’y a aueunc menace de guerre est de nature 
a inquidter les Chretiens ot les colonies Euroncenncs. S’il s’agit d’nrmcr lea troupes 
regulucres ou lea reserves, les arsonaux do l'Etat sont u mfinio do sulliro ii tons les 
besoms. S il s’agit d’armcr lo people, la mesure est ploine do pdril. En tout cas, s'il 
est donne suite ii ce projet, les Jtcprdscntants dos Puissances seront obliges d’en refdrer 
a leurs Gouvcrnomonts, alia do les raottre it memo d’nvisor.” 

Trwfik Pasha’s reply was rather vague and unsatisfactory, lie said the money 
was not to be collected for arming tho people, but for buying horses, tents, anil 
Clothing, and for unifying the system of armament, that is,* for withdrawing tho 
Martinis and other rifles now in the hands of some of the troops, and replacing them by 
Mausers. As the Government have at least 800,000 Mausers in store, this explanation 
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is somewhat lame. Tcwflk 

mirolv patriotic, aiul that subscuptiori. 1.1 c «i\ ^r>on the Moslems in the 

Cm ? &ems,l.«t admitted that* I'™™Ingcrous'fraturcs of the scheme^ 

Woman that * was personally 

o^-l — a " d ~ US dm,SC ‘" W CURRIE. 


No. 117. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Marque,, of Salisbury.-(«eceived November 2.) 

(No. 884) Constantinople, October 28, 1896. 

My Wave me honourto — 
article which appeared, lately in the Ihdam, 

inspired hy the Palace. lordship will sec, a violent attack upon the 

This article contains, as jour 

Armenians. 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) l-HUJP OUBRIE. 


Inclosure in ^’o. 117. 

Ptecis of Article in the “ /Mam/ 

T11E “ lkdam ” put'a'./end to all 

to punish all Armenian -olu- 

^writer then adds: -To, centuries a, 

the Ottoman dominions have enjoyed i c.a • (1 ' 'j$ u t amongst the various 

care of the Government that none shot Id tioul.I^thui^^ ^d 
nationalities the Armenians not projn. >j :W ‘ s itator5 . u is clear that the 

themselves to lie deceived hy^ foolish and cnmiM ^ ftom treating them os the 
Imperial Government will not^su oommiUcd by the Armenians has not affected 
law of justice requires. he treachery themselves the curses of all the com- 

onl v tho Mussulmans. l hcy lmve Jnm of Ottoman aud which rejoice in it, mid through 
in unities which hear the glorious namoof 5*^. ’Throughout the world, not a single 
it enjoy all manner of benetits. - nrotccts tlie Armenians. 1‘orthoEuro- 

rcnsoiiiililo person is left who approves .Iblishcd many exaggerated and distorted. 

pe .,11 paper' which, being at « d» P^/Zuffu dr tale durfng the last twenty or 
accounts, have now recognised I s and <Lhanf,e M , css , )C dissipated to-morrow 

iwcntvllve days. If to-davuntruth pro*} *• “ ri „ llls at e perfectly clear and 

Truth* is the one thing which remains. . ( „ lftl Sntil it Inis exterminated tho 

free of all doulit. As the Govcr nicnt is convii c ^ , )o poricot ) y restored, it is 

criminals, the peace and tranquillityol»■“ nroent that these low destroyers of 

! ’" d fund “ me, ' t “ lly rCM0VC m ° Ur 

midst.” 
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No. 118. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 880.) 

AIv Lord, „ , „ 

IN mv desnnteh .. . . - , , Constantinople, October 28,1890. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PUILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 118. 

( No 725 j Memorandum by Mr. Stavrides. 

documents which tliev held t<" ho°'Tr at Ins house and office some 

SSes?** Mas- rjsas.“£ I 

«, AiKsiri tscr -«. »i- -», i« 

l,« *“ 1 *“»* « “ 

5 Bo C hld r ?n Z l. , ^ e 'm an ob jf< iti onahle newspaper, was found at his office, 
eonsid^ ol&taShle ^ t,1<! Catll0,ics «* '•^hmiddn which was 

Scutari '™ S alS ° reSp0n3i,,lc for cartridges discovered in tho church at 

discovery of a revolver and cartridges at tho* <udmr >1 if r\inu Ap * 4 n , or . tho 

^^^siz.vtzsssi'it zsn&fut 

payment of LOOo iL “ PnimUS thnat< ' n, ' n 6 letter from the Committed demanding 

ssj^pwmmm 

‘do teSEtiPJEl?* • th,! n,a ’r’ W0U,d l,fl t0 '*' l t0 pi^cTby the cfowd 
there fact " ,at ,l,at h °" r ’ 10 

Constantinople, October 22,1890. 


[ 901 ] 
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No. no. 


■ sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(lleceited November 2.) 

(No. 887.) Constantinople, October 29, 1890. 

M -' 'mYaVK (he honour to transmit t0 , ^"‘Biaf^rei'oi-lfu^on thl^Tle '/the country 
!™,!ch 'he p^^ jomiicy’lY,™ Moush to BI*. via Saaoun and 

Armenians in prison tlicrc on political charges. ^ 

(Signed! ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 119. 
rice-Consul Monahan to Sir P. Currie, 

(No. 63.) Hitlis, October 5,1890. 

Sir, „ , I n _i vo j I. C1C from Moush on the 1st instant 

1 HAVE the honour to report that I aruvea nut 

after eleven days' .journey through Sasoun and ..a>rt. tranqu ilHty since the 

JlgSSiSn 

him of eight’ sheep, but to have committed no ol ^“.°“f ' tllc cconom ic situation. 

1 inclose, under flying seal, a letter to Mi. wmttauo gumimm ed by the 

The Headmen of Semal, G^ 'XTdiml bu t hi r .^ ' ^’' ^-eided as to the 
authorities to arrange tor the sale of the tithes, urn n0ll ' l "o 

basis on which tithes arc to^ he taken ^ lu ,^.J^]A^havlf"donc some good service in 
The 126 soldiers stationed a g, notorious Agha of Kurdish Sasun, stopping 
beeping the district quiet, I found 1 a j 1 ' c '"'Y/im is known as the enemy of the 
as a guest of the Captain in command of the troops, tiain 

Christiana, Hishman, his rival, being t ,cir neni. jj amp8on met, subsequently 

The Knimukam of llaggO, the honest official « on • a ^°" l . dcrt „ l desist 
explained to me that he himself had summoned Halil to lln„„o to 
from taking llatirlik. , n i. etwcon llalilan and Haggo. The 

I spent a night at Tcmo, a K 1 j> ?'Ss L dkh Memo, ,.f SI,eikhhan, had told 
Mukhtar of the village said very opc ily t at lHir Slie k Tal „ ri ha d got artillery 

W tLcJ .irt^ui W 

trustworthy Mussulman informant, tlu * , «®. |,ad lurn ed Mussulman during the 

Haggo, m the Sairt Santol, cohcd Helm had also turned Mussulman, 

troubles ot last ) ear, and that half < • « , . , nnlv sixteen houses, which were 

As to Belio, I learnt in Sairt that it badeonta ac ^Xa returned to 
all ruined, and that the inhabitants had c i ,;>iilcd it and spent an hour there. 1 
Christianity. Colon,aasian being on;ny a .l, lj**J*^ J still were, Mussulman, 
found it consisted ot ten houses, of wh»c . , * since gone back to Christianity, 

four were Mussulman before the troubles, and one ' wftS ^ forme d by the Headman 
1 counted, however, the rums ot twoniy-oi . :■ j but that the inhabitants 
that three years ago the village had consisted of 1 nty hmues, ^ ^ ^ 

had scattered and emigrated owing to 1 U) j ) m a returned to Christianity 

attacked during the troubles last year. 11a 'im, er 
was about to leave the village on account of persecution. 
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In Sairt, where 1 spent a day and a-half, my own movements and those of mv- 
Dragoman were so carefully watched, and the people so intimidated, that it was 
unusually difficult to obtain information. 

Sairt consists of about 400 Christians and 4,000 Mahommedan bouses. From 
soma apparently trustworthy informants, whose stories agreed, I obtained the following- 
account of the massacre which occurred in the town last winter. 

On the lllh November a Mussulman mob began an attack on the Chnldtrnn 
Church, but were driven off by zaptiebs. They then attacked the Gregorian school and 
the bouse of a Protestant Armenian, the zaptiebs doing nothing to hinder them. The 
school and the Protestant’s house were plundered, and two Armenian teachers killed. 
On this a bugle sounded, and troops came marching through the streets. Kurds of the 
town and from outside began to plunder Christian houses and Christian shops, and the 
soldiers took part. The Kurds killed thirty Christians, all men; no Moslem was killed. 
No Catholic was robbed or killed; the sufferers wore all Grcgorians, Protestants or 
Cli aid wans. Finally, some of the chief Moslems of the town began to shelter Christians 
m their houses, and quiet was restored. Few Christians in the town lurned Moslem, nrnl 
all subsequently became Christians again. The nine or ten nou-Catliolic Christian 
families which were comparatively wealthy are now entirely ruined, having neither 
furniture nor bedding in their houses. The rest of the Gregorian, Protestant, and 
Clinlttitan communities were petty tradesmen and nrtiznns, such os shoemakers and 
blacksmiths, and seem to Imvo now established themselves in the cazas, and to be able to 
pick up a living. 

I am inclined to think that not more than 200 or 300 persons were killed in the 
whole Samljak of Sairt, but the number is uncertain. The destruction of villages was 
great. 1 was informed that, with the exception of (lie Shirvnn Cam, of one largeYdlnge 
in the Aro Cnzn, ami of perhaps some few such eases as the live houses in Gulcmassian, 
all the converted persons in the samliak have returned to Christianity. There lias been 
no official persecution in consequence of their return, and there seems to have been but 
little iion.ollicial persecution. 

Several Kurdish nomad tribes aro coming back towards Sairt in a week or two, 
when the settled Kurdish mid Christian villages expect to be robbed ns usual. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. MONAHAN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 119. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Mr. WhittaU. 

TVT Hitlis, October 5, 1890. 

i . a ? cor< ancc Wl *“ your request, 1 give the following results of the inquiries which 
1 have hitherto been able to make as to the prospects of the Christian villages of this 
vilayet tor the coming winter. 

As to the villages which I saw on my journey from Krzeroum to Mouehj the only 
Christian villages of this vilaydt which I saw on the journey are in the Moush plain, 
the harvest in the plain has been good, and the people have suffered comparatively 
little. So far ns I can learn, there does not appear to be any need of relief for the 
Moush plain. 

The Cazas of Boulamik (Moush Snndjnk) and Akhlat (Bitlis Samljak) also seem to 
be, comparatively speaking, fairly well off, though some villages of the latter enza have 
been entirely robbed. 

I travelled to Hitlis viiV Sasoun and Sairt. 

In Sasoun 1 visited the following places, which may require relief for the winter : - 

Semal. The people have not more than about two’and a-half months’ food. 

(ihelieousan .—According to the statements of villagers, con firmed to some extent, 
the people have only about two months’ food. 

Thus, relief to the extent of three or four months’ food would bo required for both 
Semal and Gheliegusan. 

Semal and Gheliegusan both require sheep, but it is doubtful whether it would be 
wise to give them any in the present state of insecurity. 

Talori .—(Hartk Ward visited.) The winter is shorter than in Semal and 
bhehegusan, and the people have three months’ food, so that they would require relief 
in the shape of food for about two months only. This applies, 1 believe, to nil Talori. 
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The people appear to have sufficient shelter in Semal. GheUegusan, and ril 
in Semal 10 houses only out of 73 being unhu.lt, in Ghehegusan 30 or 40 out ot 1,0, in 

"“"The condUhm of Sliemik seems to be practically the same ns that of Semal. 

The above conclusions must be modified by the following considerations t 

Many of the inhabitants of Sasoun will probably migrate during the winter to the 

P1< ' , Vhe !i womeirof somTJui^eaof Sasoun might he encouraged by the gift of 
wheels to gain money by spinning. The industry of spinning for sale has not hitherto 

bCCn The'p"tuple on'aiori depended to a great extent on iron mines in their district, but 
have been robbed of all their mining tools. Ten sets of tools would probably give 
sufficient mining employment to all the people of Talon. I he tools coiihl be got from 
E o o m and would cost about 41 or 5 1. a set. If the people knew they would have 
S to begin mining it. spring, they could now at once prepare for operations 
The supply of these ten sets of tools (anvils, pumps, hammers, and pincers are said to 
lie essential) would seem to be the most practical and least questionable of the relief 
measures that could at present be taken for Sasoun. . <■ < . 

Sasoun is better off than other parts of the vilayet winch have not been clicved to 
the same extent. In Sairt Samljak, for instance, the inhabitants of many cn ,c vi lages 
are homeless and destitute; twelve villages of the Khnrznn Caza in that sandjak are 

statid U^bc^in runu. ^ there a similar state of things. I am advised 

that if funds arc limited, Sasoun should receive relief after other districts of the 
vilayet. As an exception, however, the money tor tools for lalon might he at once 

grant®* 1 - j ani) & c , 

(Signed) J. H. MONAHAX. 


No. 120. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (.Receive!/ November 2.) 

(No. 332. Confidential.) Vienna, October 29, 1890. 

' IN' the course of a conversation which I had yesterday with Count Goluchowski, 

I asked his Excellency whether he had received any further news as to the views of 
tin- Russian Government in regard to tho proposals contained in your Lordships 
dosnatcli No. 123, Confidential, of the 20tli instant. 

Ills Excellency replied that lie had heard nothing further beyond what lie had 
alreadv communicated to Sir Edmund Monson, reported in Ins Excellency s despateh 
v„ ;;3;i (if the 21th instant, and lie repeated that Austria wished for nothing better 
than that the question of reforms to he introduced in Turkey should he taken ill hand 
byTho six A mhassadors. i tidy would be of the same opinion, and lie did not imagine 
thut Germany would raise any objections. In fact, an exchange ot yews had been 
initiated hv the Italian Government with tho Cabinets of Vienna and Berlin m tho 
sense of the proposals made by your Lordship, and tbo German Government had given 
•i favourable replv to lire representations made by the Italian Ambassador. 

Count Goluchowski then reverted to tho absolute necessity of complete uimmmitj 
between the Six Great I’owers, and said that lie was glad to see that this necessity was 
now universally acknowledged; and as the views of the Russian Government wiU 
regard lo the introduction of reforms in Turkey seemed to have undergone a considcr- 
aliie change since lie last spoke to Prince Lobanow on the subject, lie was in hopes that 

satisfactory results might Iks obtained. ,, .. n _,,__ 

One of the principal matters to be treated would, of course, his Excellenej 
concluded hv savin**, lie the financial question ; for, although the tumncial condition ot 
Turkov was; perhaps, not so utterly hopeless as many people thought, yet some means 
would have to lie found of raising funds, and in sueli ease it would he ...dispensable 
not only that proper guarantees should he secured, hut also that a very close super, is.ou 
should he exercised over the mode of expenditure of the sums provided. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It ALIM l MI LB AN K E. 
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No. 121. 

Sir F. Los cel lex lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 322. Confidential.) 

My c , Berlin > October 29, 1896. 

AM 1 If reference to my despatch No. 318 of the 23rd instant, I have tho honour 
to report that in a recent conversation which I have had with my Italian colleague, 
his Excellency told me that Baron von Marsoliall had spoken to him of tho communi¬ 
cation which, by your Lordship’s instructions, f bad made to Urn German Government 
on the 23rd instant, conveying your Lordship's proposals that “ the Six Powers should 
instruct, their Representatives to [consider and report to their Governments what 
changes in the Government and Administration of the Turkish Empire arn, in their 
judgment, likely to lio most effective in maintaining the stability of the Empire and 
preventing the recurrence or the frightful cruelties by which tho 'last two years have 
been lamentably distinguished.” 

Count Lanza said that. Baron von Mnrschall had expressed great satisfaction at 
your 1/mlship having made this proposal He foresaw that there might bo consi¬ 
derable difficulty in obtaining an agreement on the part of the Powers to your Lord¬ 
ship's proposal that any unanimous decision at which tho Ambassadors might arrive 
should ho carried into operation and “ will ho executed up to the measure of sue!, 
force as the Powers have at thoir disposal,” hut the very fact of your Lordship 
ha.mg.made the irroposnl was a proof that Iter Majesty’s Government desired to 
maintain tho European concert and hod no iutcntiou of separating themselves from 
the other Powers. 

I thanked Count Lanza for this information, and said that I was glad to learn 
that tho German Government were at last convinced that Her Majesty’s Government 
had no wish to take any isolated action with regard to tho Eastern question. 

1 l.avo, &e. 

(Signed) PRANK C. LASOELLES. 


No. 122. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 337. Confidential.) 

Sly Lord, Vienna, October 31, 1896. 

HAVING had the honour to receive your Lordship’s telegram No. 171 of (lto 
27th instant, I inquired of Count Goluchowski, whom I had nu occasion of conversin'- 
with yesterday, whether lie had received any further information on the subject of the 
forced loan which is about to ho made in Turkey. 

His Excellency replied that lie had received a long Report on tho subject from 
Huron Calico, who had boon instructed to make strong representations to tho Porte in 
common with tho Other Ambassadors; but Baron Caiiee did uot appear to attribute 
undue imxrortanoo to tho loan itself, as it scorned more than doubtful whether the 
attempts to raise it would meet with great success. Count Goluchowski, however, 
readily admitted the danger of the methods which were bring adopted to obtain tho 
loan, and which would only still further excite the fanaticism of the Mnhommodan 
population, and recognized the necessity of remonstrating strongly with the Sultan on 
the subject. 

II is Excellency then went on to say that the King of Roumania had told him 
recently at Bucharest that he had trustworthy information that further massacres of 
Armenians were boing planned at Constantinople, but he felt, inclined to doubt this 
intelligence, and liail himself heard nothing to lead him to believe there was any such 
immediate danger. 

With regard to the Armenian reforms, Count Goluchowski felt that it. was 
hopeless to expect their execution under present circumstances, nnd considered that 
tins had been still further evidenced by tho Sultan’s language to M. tie NtSlido.v. His 
Majesty hail hitherto always counted on a divergence «r interests between the different 
Powers, nnd it was not until ho was convinced of their unanimity that there would ho 
any prospect of inducing him to give way. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 
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No. 123. 

Mr. Otmlin to the Marquess of Salisbury.-(Received November 3.) 

(No. 33.) Paris , November 3,1890,1 P.M. 

1U To&lt Lordship’s despatch No. 420 of ^ (VA[tairos on tbo 

A telegram from Vienna nos rccc.vccl b> ‘’ l « j\"XV^n Alfaira l.ad informed 

1 st instant, staling that tholtussianActm^ o Ambassadors at 

,l,e Austrian Charge d’Altaitw at St. l^rsbu,*' ‘^Vraoarcd to join, but that ho 

t ■«»»->■»—^ icMi to 

revolution. 


No. 124. 

Mr. amen to the Marquess of Salisbury.- {Reeled November 4.) 


(No. 00.) Sl pctrrsburqh, November 4,1800. 

a’lislSVSgemo^'for^e aSo”f »uld be 

COra t!cbiehbine's idea seemed to be that the 

5vS5=gffi£^sr 1 £i£tt«a7rT 

,,r ‘””fchichkinu said that, at any rale. ^uXl,' 1 tbetb]^, bTtho ’ idraof 

:ss?4«Sin y- w# 4** ™ <listaslef,,1 to t,ic Imi,criul 

Government. 

friendly. 


No. 125. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 4.) 

(No. 105.) Vienna , November *1, 1890. 

^rnrafereuce to your Lordship’s telegram No. 172 of the «i*Ul-n 
tint tli<* telegram from the Austro-Hungarian Charge ( - ... %• Chichkine 

merely recorded the impression he had derived 

and could not he regarded as an actual statement on the part of tut uuss.an 
ment. 
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The belief prevails here that, as regards reforms in Turkey, there is but little 
probability of Russia’s deviating from the policy pursued by Prince Lobanow. The 
question of finance is, it is thought, the one question which will he seriously taken in 
hand by Russia and France, and that only on account of the anxiety felt on the 
subject in French financial circles. 


No. 120. 

Mr. Gosselin to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 5.) 

(No. 333.) 

M y Lord. Pnris, November 4, 1890. 

t HAVE the honour to report that a debate on the recent events in Armenia was 
raised in the Chamber of Deputies yesterday by M. Denys Cochin, a Deputy of the 
Right. 

# After depicting the scandalous persecutions to which the Armenians have been 
subjected during the last two years, and throwing the responsibility of the recent 
massacres on the Palace, M. Denys Cochin invited the Government to appeal to the 
“ constant friendship ” of Russia, in order that an end might lie made of this reign of 
barbarism. 

“ ^’he Iriendship of France entails corresponding duties, the first and most sacred 
being to know how to defend the weak, to take the part of the oppressed, and to make 
sacrifices on behalf of justice and liberty. Such is the price of the friendship of 
France. Pray explain it, M. le Ministrc, to our friends.” 

M. llauotnux, replying on behalf of the Government, after giving an historical 
summary of the Armenian movement, stated that in spite of the interest taken 
in Armenia by English diplomacy and Protestant Missions, IIor Majesty’s Government 
had seen, from the very beginning, the danger of isolated action. A scheme of reform 
was elaborated in the autumn of last year by the Ambassadors of England, Russia, 
and France; and, had it been put into immediate operation, perhaps the last disasters 
would have been avoided. 

Put for one reason or another the scheme of reforms was not enforced, imd tho 
massacres of last winter once more devastated these unhappy districts. 

Last August the episode of the seizure of the Ottoman Rank was tho pretext for 
excesses in the capital itself. Two duties then devolved on tho Powers—to put an 
cud to more deeds of violence, and to protect the European colonies. The measures 
taken to effect these ends wore effectual, and “ I can affirm that Franco made uso of 
language both to tho Ottoman Embassy here and through the French Embassy at tho 
Porte, which left no room for doubt as to its weight or its meaning.” 

Alter a passing allusion to the successful negotiations with regard to Macedonia 
and Crete, his Excellency went on to explain the principles which should guide tho 
Powers in finding n solution for the dangerous questions still pending; tho first being 
‘‘afirm and loyal agreement between all the Powers. The Governments are united in 
their efforts to find the elements of this agreement, and in order to consolidate it they 
are striving, at this very moment, to put aside or smooth away all that could divide 
them. The common action of the Embassies at Constantinople has shown, from tho 
very beginning of tho crisis, a most praiseworthy unanimity, and this united action, 
constantly .strengthened by the approbation of the Cabinets, has obtained, specially in 
Crete and in Macedonia, the results to which I referred above. 

“ From the first principle arises directly a second, viz., that all idea of isolated 
action should be set aside. You have doubtless observed, Gentlemen, tho public 
discussions on this subject in England, and have noticed the energy with which he 
who was till yesterday the leader of the Liberal party has preferred to resign rather 
tlian to place himself on this matter in contradiction with the formal declarations of 
the Head.Of the present Conservative Government. 

And, Gentlemen, there is yet a third deduction to make, and that is that if tho 
action of the lowers can and ought to make itself felt at Constantinople in order to 
o >tam lrom tho Sultan ah improvement in the conditions of public and private life in 
ins Empire, such action ought not to aim any blow at the integrity of the Ottoman 
Empire, and to the state of affairs guaranteed by Treaties.” 

IDs Excellency went on to say that there was uo question of any direct interfer- 
ence ( unmixtion direoto ”), nor of anything in the shape of a condominium. “ This 
ow tl * 10 mos ^ l >l 'ocarious and dangerous of expedients.” Rather should European 
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diplomacy, acting with the Ottoman Government, seek n solution tor improving the 
statu of affairs in the Empire. Russian Emperor to l’aris may bo 

«“ <*— ■— 

she will warn him against evil inlluonccs ; that she )ul tlmt aU , 

ndirmsS^irtoextomlthem 

„f violence, arid to upon the prison doors. Htno tom , mlll 

neeessary, that the existence o the JfSJIly to his own subjects, 

that he is hound to give security, pul)ho i > m( ,. lna wil | j M , f olm d to show him 
S£ *S»-thl. is iho only one he can adopt, and that thus 

only can he and his 11ml honour ami salety. . fl0 Y[)l es, to the effect 

»' i™ — 

" fll, l heg to inclose the full report of this interesting debate as published in to-day’s 
“ Journal Oflioiol,”* , , . * 0 

(Signed) ’ MARTIN GOSSEUN. 


No. 127. 

Mr. Gouelin lo II* Marquess of 8alMury.-(.Uecehed November 5 .) 


{No. 131.) ^ Pari s, November 4,18flfi, 7*00 1> * M * 

(l 1 despatch No. 333 jWu Affairs specially to direct your 

I/iidshiida^'teiTuo^to^hislExmdlenojt’s^^i^h^n^m government of the 

ltep,d!iii l arc1nily Slen“ that Her Majesty’s Government and all the l’nwers are 
acting with thorough dUlutenistcdiujW; vc t eomc to the end of its 

^zsTr&tSP «»«;•'.. ..-.. -"" 

Powers the Sultan would soon lie brought ‘o'“ h01l ; rtil would hl . the result of 
.has used much stronger language at 

‘''’"Ins EsSlene." Z wK» that' hX^ within a few days to send u reply to 
your Lordship’s despatch of the 20lh October. 


No. 128. 

s!r ;>. Carrie lo ll* Murques, of Salisbury.-{Ueceived November (1.) 


(No. -U3.) Constantinople, November 0, lfe96, 0*25 F-M. 

(Telegrap i e.) . . Petersburg!. on .be Dll. and tbe Austrian 

Ambassador turiigypUm the 11th. The latter will return m about a fortnight. 


* .No', jinnlcd. 
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No. 129. 

Mr. Milbanke to II,c Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 6.) 

(No. 100. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. v . 

*&£&%&&£&& Mama 

give way* *° * H ' nrc ’ e ' l; °f ^mpoZg'tlmir will oi^Turkey^tho^s'ilhtifvTOuld'nt^onco 
to —SSS'Sf Mi *° " 1C im P ossibilit y°f ‘1'0 Powers being exposed 


No. 130. 

Consul-General lllunl to the Marques, of SalM„ry.-{lte C ewe,l November 7 ) 
(No. 47.) ' 

"3ft arsa 

Armenians shipped as seamen o„ board the British merehant-steamm•• Avraliile ” 

1 have, &<;. 

(Signed) J. K. BLUNT. 


Inclosurc in No. 180. 

j No aj . Consul-General lllunt lo Sir P. Currie. 

Sir. o i • 

I HAVli* fu i.o. s .. ... aulomca, November 1,1890. 

mmii i , J honour to report tlmt \ ictor Bey, Director of Political Adairs, called 

received n^cLraTn IrLitlmM?"' (T ‘r"o p 8 Exc ? llunc J tllc Governor-General had 
were on Inm d Z ft .1 , . I' i" ‘ ° “? «>c Armenian passengers 

from Ihitniu i i II I merchant-vessel Ayrshire, which arrived hero yesterday 
i °? i ' U ” 11 ' discharge a cargo ol petroleum, and directing him net to allow them to 
a *° ,' C} T" 11 bL ' li,lblc ,u ’wrest. I replied tlmt I doulllod iftheewoe 

Hi'vi.rnl 1 , ww-’sa^c. 1 find now that there are no passengers, hut Hint there are 
June, 189a M °" ™'“' * 10 ' Tcrc 8l,i PP« d seamen at Constantinople on the 12th 

men. 1 * dVI “^ "‘ C n '"“ l<Jr ’ u " lk ' r lbo e*rcmuslnncos, not to giro leave of absence to these 

slalion" wl'uV'i 0 Cri, "’- a 1 U,lt ’ b *? Winded, this afternoon, and was taken to tlio police- 
“m . Zr l ire'^ilV'r'f 1 ^’ “ ,ler bc *» “»«"od to return on bS 

rt 111 1,0 loavin tf port on or about the (1th instant for Baloum. 

I have, &c. 

__ (Signod) J. E. BLUNT. 


Luoi] 

2 M 
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No. 131. 

Mr. Qosselin to the Marquess of Sa,isbury.-[Reccircd 7 ’> 

(No. 334. Confidential.) Paris, November 5,1896. 

!w¥Erri n a g ^^Ve^\tAcvc S ril C s^^^^^ th ° 

Alm *replied tint ~ 

in the “.loumnl Officicl.” Js , vouU raco t with approval in England; 

tit sstssi 
u . .•*■* 

•^intast m, i» .jj th.i i *>»«■'“< “* “■* “ ” n ‘ 

" tsa... o. - ^rsrs'itiKi' af| 

ZSU'lSF -!—» *—■*•” “ 

'‘ Cen H"B^cell,.., '.wV'hi tad f not ^; 

**-— A <• *• — l — 

.. i. ™„*i.»t:s,a“5. ketiases’iS 

Constantinople or elsewhere in : url; yt 11 , h more s i ro ,igly „, this sense 

C»j£R3i2!A!5S=^ w.—-a.» *.»- 

t,l ° ‘Silt UUcnn-leave, his Excellency added that he hoped shortly to be able 

t„ send an answer to your Lordship’s s t’ro-1 Urn-arinn 0 Cliargo d’Affaires, whom 

Both the German Ambassador and A Government will with 

diS.;rSht'to asleni’ to™ ^ 

SJ5 •tf.V’BAS fser^m >. a. aw- 

condominium. n ,v„u,wtinrr the attitude taken up by the Foreign 

SSte'W effect at 

Constantinople . . „ „m„ mv that nublic opinion in France, as 

Hitherto the Porte may have been able to say tw ^ [ o tho fl)te of thc 

represented bv tho clnet organs of. 1 be ulUtred, in view of the scathing condom- 

ZStZtAfSSS* tS S— ■—* * “■* 
M f -;a -t “ a,=a~ irsiS 

Socialists. _ , , e i nronosed a much more strongly 

wordI^‘o 1 ^^•o^tffl^y^ tho international jealousies which had prevented 
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Europe from exercising a common action in thc East, and expressing the wish that 
“the workmen of all countries” should unite ill creating a movement ot opinion in 
favour not only of thc Armenians, but of all the populations of thc Empire. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) MARTIN GOSSEL1N. 


No. 132. 


.Sir P. Currie to thc Marquess of Salisbury—[Received November 8.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 8, 1890. 

THE Acting British Consul at Angora telegraphs that a massacre occurred on the 
30th ultimo at Evcrek, a village 24 miles south of Ctesavea. The aggressors were 
Turks, Circassians, and Kurds, and thc attack was commenced from within amt from, 
without simultaneously. Thc authorities made an ineffectual at !; c . ,1 M > b , tho 

disturliance. Mr. Richards estimates that 100 Armenians wore killed, fitly houses 
burnt, and thirty shops plundered. 


No. 133. 


Mr. Goschen to the Marquess of Salisbury. — [Received November 9.) 

(No. 247. Confidential.) , fioR 

Mv Lord St. Petersbunjh, October 27, 1896. 

ON the day on which I received your Lordship's despatch No. 260, Confidential, 
of the 20th instant, M. Cliichkine was indisposed. I bail, therefore, to wait until 
yesterday before I could carry out, your Lordship’s instructions. . 

After I bad read the despatch to his Excellency, he observed that he could give 
no reply before the arrival at St. Petcrshurgh of His Majesty the Emperor, lie added 
that be did not think there would ho any objections to your Lordship s proposal, 
“ at loast, on thc part of thc Imperial Government,’’ , , , , 

He said that, while not defending the Sultan, whoso recent conduct had com¬ 
pletely alienated every ono’s sympathy, he fell bound to stato that Ills Majesty s 
position was very difficult, owing to want of funds. . 

He attributed the deplorable excesses committed by tho Turkish soldiery cliielly 
to their want of the wherewithal to obtain the necessaries of life, and he maintained 
that, without tho better and more regular payment of Government officials and 
employes, there could be no reform in f lic administration of tho country, lucre were, 
no funds available for this purpose, and this, lie considered, was the key to the whole 
situation, lie hinted that he was going to impress this strongly upon tho Lmperor, 
as he was sure that if the finances of the Empire could be put upon a sounder basis, 
and its revenues diverted into the proper channels, it would go far towards restoring 
order, and might possibly prove a remedy for the present aeuto phase ot the Lastcm 

<1Ue8ti0n ’ ' ’ I have, &e. 

(In the absence of Her Majesty’s Ambassador), 

(Signed) VV. E, GOSCHEN. 


No. 134. 

Mr. Goschen to the Marquess of Salisbury—[Received November 9.) 

(No. 248. Confidential.) , , , 

My Lord St. Petersburg !!, November 4,1890. 

AS His Majesty the Emporor returned to St. l’otersburgli on Saturday last, I 
called upon M. Chiclikinc to-day and asked bis Excellency whether ho could now give 
mo nil answer to the proposal contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. -(>9, Gonti- 
dential, of tho 20th ultimo. 
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I expressed, at the same time, the liope that his Excellency’s impression that 
there would he no objection to that proposal on the part ot the Imperial Government 
hail been confirmed, and that I should be able to convey a favourable reply to your 

Jyordshi] answered that he hoped that some common ground might ho found 

upon which the 1’owors might come to a complete agreement as to tho best means of 
remedying the present state of affairs in the Ottoman Empire. 

I pointed out to liis Excellency, in reply, that the basis of such an agreement as 
his Excellency desired was to be found in your Lordship’s proposal that the Ambas¬ 
sadors at Constantinople, as the best judges of what measures would best suit the 
occasion, should devise and submit to their Governments some remedy which would 
meet the views of all the Powers. It was, I ventured to submit, not necessary to go 
farther to seek a common ground upon which an agreement could be made. 

llis Excellency said that he quite agreed with your Lordship in thinking that the 
Ambassadors were the best judges of what was required for the amelioration of the 
state of affairs in the Ottoman Empire, and therefore ho thought that they should he 
called upon to give an opinion on your Lordship’s proposal and that which had been 
submitted by the Imperial Government; the latter being that the Commission of the 
Public Debt should takeover the whole administration of tho Turkish finances, and 
see that the money was spent in such a manner as to strengthen the Government of 
the country and enable it to carry out the necessary reforms. 

j t is Excellency added that such a measure would, be felt assured, remove the 
great obstacle in the way of reform—namely, the want of money. 

1 replied that such a measure might, or might not, have the effect desired, but 
that, in any case, it was one on tho efficacy or adequacy of whicli tho Ambassadors 
would be in the best position to form an opinion; and that, under your Lordship s 
proposal, this would he what they would lie called upon to do, as it was clearly your 
Lordship’s intention that such remedial measures should form the subject of their 
discussions and reports. A preliminary arrangement, however, on the lines proposed 
bv your Lordship, would give weight and authority to such discussions, and a know¬ 
ledge of its existence would go far towards convincing the Sultan that he could no 
longer evade the necessity of a thorough change in his method of Government and 
administration. , 

Therefore, it would seem to he more satisfactory if, instead of submitting the two 
proposals to the Ambassadors at Constantinople, tho Imperial Government could first 
give their adhesion to the arrangement proposed by your Lordship to the principle of 
which bis Excellency would seem to have no objections—and then, afterwards, in tho 
event of a general agreement on the subject, also invite the Ambassadors to give their 
opinion on tho remedial measures proposed by liis Excellency. 

As M. Cliichkiiie seemed to express dissent, I asked him whether there was any 
particular point in your Lordship’s despatch to which lie took exception. He replied 
that it was the coercion implied in the last paragraph to which ho objected, and he 
added tliat tho idea of having resort to coercive measures against the Sultan was 
extrcmelv repugnant to nis "Majesty the Emperor. 

I pointed out to his Excellency tliat once it could he unmistakably shown to tho 
Sultan that all the Powers were in complete accord, and that they wore one and all 
determined that the present misgovernment of the Ottoman Empire should cease, 
there was not much probability that coercive measures would lie necessary. The 
mere idea that the Powers were united and in earnest would ho quite sufficient; and 
that idea could he best conveyed to the Sulton by an agreement such ns that proposed 
by your Lordship. . . n .. 

M. Cbichkine replied that, at any rate, lie could not give a definite answer as to 
your Lordship’s proposal before lie ascertained how it was regarded by tho other 
Powers. 

1 have, &c. 

(In the absence of Her Majesty’s Ambassador), 

(Signed) W. E. G08CHKN. 
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No. 185. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 


(No. 895.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople , November 2, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Mr. Richards, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Angora, 
transmitting a Report on the Eskishchr-Koniali Branch Railway. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. * 


Inclosure 1 in No. 135. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 100.) 

Angora , October 24, 1896. 

\\ 11II reference to my despatch No. SO of the 2nd ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward herewith to your Excellency a Report (in duplicate) on the Eskishehr-Koniah 
branch of the Anatolian Railway, based partly on information supplied by tho British 
Vice-Consul at Koniah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 135. 


Report by Acting Consul Richards on the Eskishehr-Koniah Branch Railway. 


THE work of constructing this important branch of tho Anatolian Railway was 
commenced at the beginning of September 1893, but owing to an outbreak of cholera 
which occurred shortly afterwards, the progress at first wav slow. However, the first 
section, which was carried ns far ns Kutahia, a distance of about 47 miles, was opened to 
traffic towards the end of the following year, which, considering the ravages of disease, 
and the srill more important fact that this is by far the most difficult part of the line, was 
not so bad. 

The next section, as far as Afioun Karahissar, about 58 miles, was opened in 
August 1895, and a third section which extended as far as Akshehr, another 60 miles, 
was finished by the end of that year. The fourth and final section, which covers a 
distance of 101 miles, was completed and ready for traffic by the end of July of this 
year. 


The construction of tho line was undertaken by a Company founded for the purpose 
under the auspices of the international Bank Geseflsehaft, an institution which has been 
engaged in similar enterprises in other parts of Turkey. 

By the terms of the contract for construction, the line had to bo completed by the 
Ui November, 1896, the work being done at a fixed price per kilom., and under forfeit. 
1.he actual cost of making; this line is put at 1,804,480/., so that the distance between 
I'/skishchr and Koniah being 269*26 miles, the expenditure incurred has been at a rate 
ot a little more titan 6,924/. per mile. 

There was, as mentioned above, rather heavy work between the stations of Eakishebr 
and Kutahia, but during the remainder of the distance the country traversed presents 
tew it any engineering difficulties, and, indeed, nothing at all to be compared with those 
wtucli had to bo encountered during the construction of the main line from Ismidt to 
Eskishohr. 


One train is run daily each way, the whole distance between Eskishehr and Koniah 
an*hour^ aVOrSCi ^ *** ®^ ccn * l0urs > *•*•» at mi average speed, including stoppages, of 18 miles 

It is a single line railway of the ordinary broad gauge, the sleepers, which, as well 
as the rails, are ot steel, being laid 75 ccntini. from centre to ceutre. 

I. 901 J 2 N 
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There are in aU 887 bribes on t Stt th°e 
properly so termed the ■” f W J„ &c., f ro m one side of 

cutting” (sodescribed) of 50 metres m long u 1Jnc traverses an uniformly 

^ar^lcu fol 1 .bisbraJS? of tho ned/' ^c^eneer 

^=t5^5a:5S»: 

1S ‘Tn order to facilitate the construction of the line the work was portioned out among 

f0r 1 Tl!: 0 nu,,li°o| r w- 1 rkn,cn engaged on the construction of this line cannot he asccr. 
mined. The hulk of them appear to have been Turks, Italians coming next, mid the 

<“ Koniah station which is nearly lj miles distant from the centre of tile town, 
cannot he said to be well hi,ill j this indeed may be predicated ot all the(stations on the 
lino Besides the station itself, there is a magazine or goods depot (15 metres in longtn 
l>v 8 inches in breadth), an engine-house, a house for the Traffic Superintendent, another 
for the resident engineer and doctor, and some smaller buildings for the minor officials 
and employes, the whole being more than adequate lor existing requirements. 

The station nt Knrahissar is as large as that ot Koniah,.though. its good 
considerably smaller. All the other stations arc smaller than the two first men- 

has been found imposaible to ascertain the separate cost of construction of all 

theso buddings. ^ ^ #tat i„ns are situated at a considcrnUp distance fro... the 

towns and villages to which they Iwlong, which fact, of course, makes no small add,t o 
to the cost of transport of all goods conveyed over the new line, indeed, it would 
appear that in some places where the grain export trade is relatively considerable as 
til instance, at Karahissar, Akshebr, llghun, Tchai, and Kadtn Klmn, merchants will bo 
compelled to build grnnnries and warehouses in close vicinity to the station owing to tho 

,llSl *Two 0 Lm^cleTWffs hlocTeen issued by the Con,patty, the first in June: 1895 and 
tile second in August of the present year. It is asserted, 1 am told, by Koniah 
merchants that, according to these Tariffs, there being no great difference between the 
two freights arc very nearly ns high now ns they were before the line was made, i.e., 
when camels and bullock-carts were the only means of conveyance. Tins however, 
would appear to he on exaggeration. At the same time, it is an undoubted fact that so 
far Koniah merchants have made no attempt to enter into buamcss re atioiis direct wrth 
Constantinople, on the ground that the high rates of transport do not admit of a sufficient 

^Several Petitions have been addressed to the local authorities in order to obtain a 
modification of the TariO', one result of which has been the quite recent reduction of 
freights for grain, the transport if a waggon load (15 tons) Irom Koniah to Hnttlnr 
Pasha (Constantinople) being now only £1.20 (181.). , . 

The districts traversed by the new line, more especially those lying between 
Eskishohr mi l Atioun Karahissar, and even pcrltaiis as far ns Akshebr, arc romarknbly 
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fertile and rich in all kinds of grain, opium, cotton, sesame, valonia, every kind of 
vegetable and fruit, vineyards, linseed, tobacco, not to mention the large quantities of 
mohair and wool available for exportation. 

The principal towns on the line are Eskishohr, with a population of 23,000, Kutahia 
with 22,200, Afioun Knrahissar, with 17,130, Akshebr, with 12,500, llghun, with 8 500 
Tchai, with 4,100, and, finally, Koniah, with 44,000. 

The gram production of the Kutahia district is estimated at 2,539,540 hectolitres 
annually, i.e., f>,993,<51 bushels. 

the Kutaliia^distrmt**-- 1 TablCS ’" ll g ‘ Ve “ r ° Ugh idca of lhe ex l ,orl nnd ' m P ort tr,ldc of 


Exports. 


Meerschaum .. 
Mohair 

Wool (fine) .. 

i, (inferior) 
Chain (of nil kind*.) 
Opium 


£ 

72,727 

46,151 

10,909 

6,455 

45,451 

3,636 


Total 


.. 183,635 


Imports. 


Manufactured goods 

Coffee 

Petroleum 


£ 

9,090 

5,454 

4.546 

8,636 

18,180 


Total 


40,905 


The following Table again will give a general idea of the remarkable productivity 
ot the diHtrict of Alioun Karahissar:— 


Average Annual Crops. 


Grain (of all kinds) 

Opium 

Valonia 

Vegetables (various) 
Fruits (various).. 
Olivo oil 

MoS !! 

Wool.. 

Goats’ hair ,, 

Linseed 

Scaarao 

Cotton 

Grapes 

Wnlnuta 

Chestnuts 


Article*. 


Bushels 


Quantity. 

..I 11,760,836 


1-0*. 
Cvrla. 

Lbs. 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 


772,200 
97,232 
53.216 
| 39,285 

l 217,800 
j 528,000 
' 264,000 

I 347,600 
1 198,000 

371,615 
201,000 
9.959 
19,642 
13,494 
10.882 
44,000 
44,000 
! 998,580 


l'rom the central caza—sub-district—of Karahissar alone there has been hitherto 
an annual export trade in opium amounting to 310,096 lbs., which represents considerably 
more than one-third of the whole production of the district (sandjak). This trade 1ms 
hitherto followed cither the Diner or Aloahehr route to Smyrna, tho former being the 
present terminus of tho Smyrnn-Aidin Hallway, while the latter occupies the same 
position ns regards the 8myrnu.-Cus.snbn line. A certain quantity of Karahissar opium 
lias also been exported by the Broussn- Moudanin route. No information is available ns 
regards tho productivity and trade of the Akshebr and llghun sub-diatricts, taken 
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individually, but as they, ns noil as the small town of Tchai, Rr « l" cludcJ in lhc cuntra ' 

flictricl fMerkcz Sand ink) of Koniali, no separate mention is necessary. 

ll ' R,r , wSodpar nsriciltuml and' other' products of the Kon.al. d.s not a^ grnm ^ 

„11 kinds! opium, valonin, yellow berries, cotton, wool, mohair, cattle, goat-akins,.^c. 
The manufacture of carnets forms the chief native industry in Kon.ah after whu^come 
fabrics known as « alndjn,” both of which command a large sale all over 

lhiS The'?xporl trade of the central district of Konial. is valued wroxinmleiy at 
1 000 01 ) 01 . annually, while the imports are put at 480,0001. 1 am nielmc 

«f ~tton ^vms, cotton twist and 
yarn, ccdonials, hardware, glassware and china, petroleum, nee, spirits, &c„ nearly all of 

' | 1 “C | '| '\k cosToM rau'sp ort'of all 'sorts of goods from Koniali to Smyrna vii Diner is at 
the rate of (i piastres (silver) per quintal of hi okes, which is equivalent to Is. 1 
10 . 3.0 1 | K The freight of the same class of goods, on the other hand, conveyed to 
Constantinople „ver the Eskisbohr Haidar l’asha Railway amounts to 6s Ul. per 
•Igo'lbs In other words, the freight of 1 cut. of general merchandize, specified as first- 
dal mods, from Koniali to Smyrna via Oiner, is only 6 > piastres s, ver)-say I - 
wherena liv the Eskisliohr-Haidar I’asha route, it amounts to nearly 22 piastre* (gold)— 
say h dtiicha my great difference seems hardly credible, hut it would appear to he 

tl ' C< 'Not only so, hut the Aidin Railway Company undertakes to deliver goods direct 
into fie consignee’s lepfit at Smyrna, whereas by the Anatolian Railway goods reach the 
Ids of I consignee through the medium of one or two eom = o„ agents pa roi^d 

by the Company, who make high charges for the transport of goods Iron. tlie I udar 
Rn-li i wharf to the Galata or Stamhoul Custom-houses, and not, as albniyrna, to the 
C in iirnec’s warehouse I am even assured by competent authorities that Smyrna will 
nlways enjoy a considerable superiority over Constantinople, owing to tlic hcavinesa ot 
harbou? expenses in the latter port, where also the local petty-charges arcidoubc 
those wliis’li are incurred at Smyrna. In short, it may be predicted that, unless the 
Anatolian Railway Company reduces its freights very considerably, the Aidin ljathya> 
will continue to hold its own ns regards the trade of the Afioun Karalussar-Konialt 

roB ‘li the same time, it must he admitted that if Hie Koniali KskMtchr Haidar Pasha 
Tariff lie compared with that of the ..mi., line, it will he seen that there u very 1.t ie 
ditVorcncc between them, and that, indeed, if anything, it is the latter ninth 19 tilt 
heavier of the two. In order to facilitate this comparison, ft small I able ia annexed 
showin the cost of transport of some of the chief articles of export by the Angora and 
Koniali lines:— 


Aurora to Haidar Polka 
Koniali .. •• 



Kos in'. 


K-mai! 

K 



Chrome, of which it is expected there will he a considerable exportation from 
Kutahia, is tariffed at the rate of 1,200 piastres (gold) (10 1. 18s. 2d.) per waggon ol 
1 r. tons to either Ismidt or Dcrindjc. If, however, the exporter guarantees the dispatch 
of 3,(KM tons yearly, he will he allowed a drawback amounting to £ 1.1 (lbs. 2d.) per 

"s'dt of which there are verv large quantities in the neighbourhood of Koniali, will 
he Charged at lhc rale of «; piastre, (gold) (Is. Oil.) per waggon per kilorn. plus a fixed 


1 U 


surcharge of 135 piastres (gold) (1/. 4s. Gjd.) per waggon. But hero again any exporter 
who undertakes to fill 100 waggons in the course of the year will receive from the 
Company a draw-brack of <50 per cent, on the whole freight due. This seems a very 
large reduction, but the fact is, that, hitherto there lias been no exportation whatever of 
salt from Konial. on account of the heavy charges of transport, which in so cheap an 
article have to be taken very seriously into consideration. Koniali salt, equally with 
that winch is produced ... tins province, is consumed locally for this very reason, that 
although the supply is far in excess ol the local demand, yet the cost of transporting it 
by rail (say! to Constantinople would so raise its price as to make it unsaleable except 
at a dead loss I lie Anatolian Railway Company is evidently trying to remedy this 
defect by establishing low; freights, coupled with a system of drawbacks of a most liberal 
character; but even so, it is very doubtful how far they will succeed. At Ismidt for 
instance, a drawback ot _o per cent, is allowed for every twenty-five waggon loads uf’salt 
dispatched to Constantinople, while for (illy waggons so laden, a deduction of .51 per 
cent, ih made on the whole freight due. Mere at Angora a drawback of C8 per cent, is 
allowed for every fifty, waggon loads of .salt, and yet neither here, nor, I believe, at 
Ismidt, is any salt sent by rail to Constantinople. 

As is well known the Smyrna-Aidin Railway Company are making strenuous efforts 
to obtain ii Tirman for the prolongation of their system to Tclitti, a small town, as 
mentioned above, situated about half-way between Afioun Knrahissnr and Akshehr 
Should they succeed in attaining their object, and consequently in making this railway' 
which presents few .f any physical difficulties, it is highly probable that the greatel 
part, ft not the whole, of the produce ot the extremely ricli districts lying between 
Koniiih and Afioun Karahissar, will pass along the Aidin line to Smyrna rather than by 
he Anatolian Railway to Constantinople. At least, this will probably be the case for a 
t me until the amyrna-Cassaha line reaches Karahissar, when, of course, the competi- 
tiun between these two rival lines will he of n most serious character. This contingency 
however need not he taken into consideration for another four or five years, it hew 
improbable that the Alnshchr-Unlink Karahissar branch of the Cassaba line will be 
completed nnd opened for traffic before then. In any case, it is Smyrna which will 
prufit by the opening up ol this rich country, and not Constantinople. 

or'south-wMt^rathor tiian'^n'tim'a^l-westl' 011 ^ * ' 0 ° k,;i1 ,B ,ho s0,,t, " east - *> ulb > 
in t,our8c i , thc W 8 l, but, owing to the extremely mountainous and. 

..lent in fts mwrt'w 1 ^ • of cou " lr - v between it and Koniali, not to 

mention its marked inferiority ns u sea-port, only very small steamers being able to 

Z'wfilt C lmr,) r lr ,?'' “ CCOl,nt °f tl*c shallowness of the water, which is nowhere more 

Wratefstt 1 “°, rc ,S 7 ‘ >robabilit >’ ot ; this pleee becoming the main outlet 

Konmli trade, nt all events, under present conditions. 

.'! t l0 ? th ^ r there is a good road as fur ns Cnraman, a flourishing town 
scaliort^of Belofkhi" Tl"' ' ° i | l > 0,,i " b - ubout balf-way between that city and the small 
verv narrow- l' i' 10 r0ai ! Cnrnman t0 Soletkiu, however, passes through some 
So i f e 1 P ? 0rgC8 tllc Taunis where in parts water is very scarce ■ 

iblc ait m„wh1K r0d t m ^ between iMagluira and Sclefkia no'water whatever fs ohtain- 
" na “ 0t tb<! “ sc - a “b.g that there are ruins of ancient cities 

uoiof,lo g greater part of the route. All the grain produced in the southern 

Its «;• £ .. " S **“ “ ‘ lmt ° f thL ' *'‘™'" di " g dislrict8 > «" d8 

...hTwariJrm’... bra " t ' hes ?‘ n ' rom Caranmn to Mersina, is not finisliod yet, 

country manVo^tlm aorOTswl j**? 0 -* ,"" s some very diliienlt 

yet il is' the el,I ,1 1 mve ! su “ bel "K l l“'lu i in passable during winter, and 

andotfotoo . f' f t ,) el . mportant tmde ‘bo Omsarca, Nigdd, Nevshebr. Urgub 
ro t ^Z^l n r-^ <liSlr , iCt t. As , "ir d " re I mil8 » wen thosS of the simplest -ind 

In coSion / hll"' l" Vilayot-juthorities have hitherto done nothing. 

. plaint to make ns mo?, lhul - 1 ,llnt “» far ‘be Company have no 

is Verv earlv daw i r ^ ,rds l< i lr .vooo’P's from ll.c new blanch line ; but, of course, it 
ven early days to form a conclusion one way or the other. 

Amjiira, October 24, 1S9C. (Signcd) W ’ S ’ RICHARDS. 


[D01J 

2 O 
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No. 136. 

,S,r P. Currie io the Man, u«» »/ SaIijiury.-(R»«i'»«* 9 ') 

(So. 89U.) Constantinople, Smember 2, 1898. 

ami S'mkir Pnslia’a visit thereto. &c 

(Signed) ' PHILIP OTOBIE. 


Inclosure in No. 130. 

Major Williams lo Sir P. Currir. 

(No. 32.) Pon. October 6, 1890. 

S ' r ’ I HAVE the honour to report that this province rcm»ms>>n^ 
state, but I hope that, >f Nothing unforeseen “ C "”’ t ““,ith one or two small bodies of 
revolutionists who escaped from here have ha nccor( ii n „ to the latest reports, they 

troops, losing a few of their number eachign , , , ? >recn .uti 0 ns continue to he 

are well on their way to the Persian lrontier Thei grea es ‘ P«“ n " , d to prevent the 
taken in the town, both to control the . , ia] Kurdish Chief in Shakir Pasha's 

“ «srjsssfsras Sk& - j *«. «-• 
•“ssr.a:*-** wrw 

considered ^comprom^'^ ledter fouml on the body J place there 

here. Schemes have been made out. and g. en to tl ' “J a „ t rcforn , has, 

all persons who may ho arrested. Ihcj will act as wnsero ^Instruction. 

mssst asrjsc sirs &•&' rSsa 

The rest of the reforms must perforce stand over until security is rc , 

security of the land, &c., to the inhabitants ot each vmago, C^tian or Mode • „ 

The second, and perlmps the most important point, is the c ““ e f t '®" “ * ho ‘ * ' 

t aC ^ont a MmeOd| r 'g^likc^the ,< system V of W the ^Lidian^lund 0 settlement" the principle 
MX‘ Z t %Xv%U i- assessed for a term of years, thus encouraging 

hi,n tnihe hi gmrcvils of the present system is that a large — 

thrown upon the market at the same time, lowering the pneo unduly, mid bciioMing y 
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the townspeople, who can well afford to take care of themselves. Briefly, I would suggest 
that villages be assessed on the average receipts by the Government for the last ten 
years, and that they should pay in cash three months after the harvest—the first assess¬ 
ment to remain in force for, say, six or eight years. I discussed the matter with the 
Vali, who is quite of my opinion, and says he will write a ltcport about it. Danish Bey, 
Shakir Pasha’s Secretary, told me that some experiments were being made on these lines in 
European Turkey, and that there wore some difficulties, which however do not exist here. 

As regards the points noted in your Excellency's Circular of the 9th May, I have 
the honour to inform you that the critical state of this province during the whole time of 
Shakir Pasha's visit here precluded any detailed conversation on the points in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. H. WILLIAMS. 


No. 137. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 


(No. 697.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 2, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting the release 
of Armenian political prisoners in the Adana and Aleppo provinces. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUERIE. 


Inclosure in No. 137. 
Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie . 


(No. 50.) 

Sir, ^ Adana, October 16, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, as a result of my recent 
journey and visit to Kozan, I have now obtained the release of some twenty more 
Armenian political prisoners in that district. There are not many now zemoining in 
confinement without trial, and I shall continue my efforts to obtain their trial or 
release. 

I have been informed that some thirty political prisoners have been given their 
liberty since my visit to Marash, and my representations ou that matter. These men 
had been in confinement, untried and uncondenmcd, since November 1895. 

Three days ago some innocent Armenians having arrived at Adana from Aintab, 
on their way to Mersina to follow their trade, they were cast into prison. I at once 
made representations to the Governor-General, and these people are now at Mersina at 
liberty. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 138. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 


(No. 910.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 4, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from the British Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting on the distri¬ 
bution of relief in the Kozan district. 

I have, 8tc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 138. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 55.) Adana, October 23, 1890. 

WITH reference to my recent journey to Hadjin district, and my appeals for 
monetary assistance for the Christian population, to which your Excellency so generously 
responded 1 >t obtaining COO/, for us, 1 have much pleasure in informing your Excellency 
that the villages in Kozaui most requiring aid have now had their most pressing ueeds 
satisfied. The three largest and most important of these arc Shahr, ltoumloo, and Y£rd- 
baknn, and they have received oxen and eorn for seed purposes. In Mr. Martin’s words, 
who with his usual kindness, has attended to this important matter for me, “ I hey are fully 
satisfied and very grateful. They admit they do not want any moro in that line. Some, 

however, will need food this winter.’ .... ......... 

Mr Martin also mentions that he is about to distribute some aid m Hadjin town. 
As he may be leaving for a holiday, l am writing to him to arrange ns to necessary 
relief in Ins absence, in case your Excellency can assist us with the much-needed funds, 

the amount of which I shall forward later. . TT ... 

I trust your Excellency may be able to assist us to establish handicrafts in Hadjin, 
I consider this the most urgent necessity in this province at present. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. II. H. MASSY. 


No. 139. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 


(No. 912.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 4, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from the British Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting on the increased 
oppression of Armenians in the Adana Vilayet. 

1 am making representations on the subject to the Grand Vizier. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 139. 
Vice-Consul Massy to Sir l*. Currie. 


^• |r> ” ^ Adana, October 23, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, although everything is quiet 
in this province at present, matters connected with the Armenians arc not at all in a 
satisfactory state. 

Emm what is going on one cannot help forming the impression that fresh orders 
from Constantinople must have reached the Government officials to further oppress this 
wretched people, and to drive them to despair. 

I beg to give your Excellency a few examples of what is going on. 

After my \isit to Hadjin this spring, I prevailed on the Governor-General of Adana 
to allow the wretched starving inhabitants to go to other places if they desired, in order 
to there prosecute their various handicrafts. A certain number left on my assurance 
that they would not he molested or persecuted in any way. This week a large number 
of these have been sent back from Adana, Kaiserieh, and other places, under guard of 
police, on foot, their animals having been seized by the Government. 

They are going hack to starvation, ns doubtless any little money they had has also 
been looted by these unprincipled officials. I would respectfully suggest that this case 
lie made the subject lor a strong protest to the Grand Vizier, ns by these acts the 
Government is driving the liadjinhs to starvation. 
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I recently found ,t necessary to request the Governor-General to cause the evacua. 
t.on of a Protestaut huddtng ,n Osmamd, used as a school, church and priest's house 
and built noth mission funds As a result, the priest or preacher, Giragos A k 
Pr “- ^ 

Some ten days ago a few Armenians were seised and imprisoned at Adana on their 
tlnfGovcn™r-Gen!cral^ mlj! *’ a "' 1 °" b ' re ’ ea3cd ° a ^ ^ -mediate protests to 
A British subject, a Protestant missionary, in this province was told in confidence 
about a fortnight a»o by the Governor of his district, that an order had been received 
from Constantinople that all Protestant missiona.ies were to he expelled from this 
country. Ho and that the order did not apply to other foreigners and that locil 

and V o“e hSrfwSp * °" # ^ ‘° thc effect 1,11,1 ^ «i* 

iu ' vhich *“"«• 1,1111 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) P, H. H. MASSV. 


No. 140. 

Sir F. Luseclles to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 

(.Vo. 1134. Confidential.) 

My Lord, 0 .. x 

to reSLffrr‘ 0my ^ rtch No - 818 of ^dfeTwhehononr 
on tEfiiW If * B < J ,nv f 1 ?? llon 0,1 thu lst instant with the German Chancellor 

Government. I remembered the difierent conversations I had,«whPh c 

Russkn'noliCTwi , th°re™i? /'“t 'v ' VaS n’ a ."T, llmt tl,CT ® lla(1 ''con anv change in 
itwo^finj), °*t l' k j, Tu, '^ i ' s h Empire, but she'might* have^hecouie^a ! l!ve C to n tlie aS ract'that 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PRANK C. EA8CELLES. 


No. 141. 

Sir K Laseelles to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 313. Confidential.) 

reforms, which your Siio Id (k 1 1 ' r °r sal 0,1 "'c subject of Turkish 
telegrams Nos. 184, 185, and 186 of the Gtli instant* °° nmumoato to >'°ur 

r t u * iwh “?< ® ,,8siau 

not aware that the Russian Govermnen, rot! hm <?"T ° tte ’ h 1 'T 

and he presumed therefore that the Russian i^posallrouM&th!a^tcu^f 

2 P 
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a new International Commission on winch the different Powers should he directly 
represented, as was the case in Egypt. ^ have &c 

(Signed)’ ’' EUANK C. LASCELLES. 


No. lii. 


t of 


Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 


Mr. Milbnnke to the Marqn 
(No. 310. Confidential.) Nmember 6 ,1896. 

y COUNT GOLUCllOWSKl'S time having been completely taken up by Ins 
duties in connection with the marriage of the Duke of Orleans and the. Archduchess 
Marie Dorothea, I called Yesterday upon the XJnder-Secretary of State in ordu to 
inquire whether any further news had been received from St. lctcrshurgh in regard to 
>o^r Eordship's proposals for the introduction of reforms in the Administration of 

TUrk C y ount Steesen began l.y telling me that, the telegram from the Austrian ChargfS 
d‘Affaires at St. Petersburgh to the effect that ltussila would not agreie tc any “ea™*- 
of coercion, repeated to mo in your Lonlslups telegram No. 17- of the 3rd uistont, 
merely recorded a general impression lie had received front a coincrsatiou with 
M Cliiclikine, who was, however, naturally unable to speak with any authority before 
the question bad been laid before the Emperor. Count Golucliowski had. been in 
some hopes, as l had the honour of reporting last week, that the policy ^ufiain 
regard to Turkish reforms was undergoing a change irom what it hj«>e^4un«g 

Prince Lobanow’s tenure of office, but lie is now evidently beginning to fear that this 
is not the ease, and there is but little chance of Russia over agreeing to any measures 
of coercion, indeed, as Count Sicosen continued, “it i» neither Russias wish nor 
interest to see order restored in the Turkish Empire , . , . 

There was only one question, Count Szccsen went on to say, which it appeared to 
he seriously intended to take in hand, and that was the question ot finance! financial 
circles in Paris were beginning to be nervous m regard to the situation, and were 
anxious to make a good bargain while there was still time, and any proposals made by 
the Preach Government in the sense demanded by Paris financiers would naturally 
i mV c thfi support of tlio Russian Government. ... . P 

For tl hi rest lie was afraid, as far as the question ot general reforms was 
concerned, that the prospect was not less liopolcss than it had hitherto been. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


AiUhopoulo Pasha lo the .\fan/uess of Salisbury.—{Received November 9.) 

1,’A MBAS8ADEU It do Turquie priisentc ses compliments h sa Soigueurie le 
Marquis de Salisbury, et a l’honuour de lui eommuniquor ce qui suit. 

11 a etc prouve que dcs paqueliots dtrangers delmrqlient a Gonstautiuqplo dcs 
Anarchisms Arn.6nio.is ainsi que de la dynamite et dcs engius explosiblcs Ges 
Anareliistes, qui so tienuent caches h bora, ne ildlmrquent aprds lour arnvfle quo 
ddguisC-s en uiatelots, ou autrement, pour so soustrnire ii hi ur veil lance de la police. 

D'autre part, les Anareliistes Armciiiciis qui se trouveut a 1 dtranger, abusant do 
Pbospitalite qui lour cst aeeordde dans certains pays, impendent les bruits les plus 
sulivlusifs et font liuhlier dans les journaux lies articles propres il entretemr dans 
Vesuri! de leurs coreligiomiaircs dtablis en Turquie des iddes revolutioiinaires. 

Get etui de chose* paralyse les efforts ddployds par les autoritds Impdriales pour 
nrdvenir de nouveau* ddsordres dans le pays. 

l,u Sublime Porte aime ii esperer que le Gouverneuient do Sa Maiestd la Beino, 

i 00uu | no IT .le tihnoigner sa sollieitude pour le munition de 1 ordre dans 1 Empire, 

voudrait bieii, dulls ees eireoustanecs, ne pas lui reiuscr l’appui clout olio U besom pour 
hi le.disatiun de ee lint, et traiisnietti-o an Ueprdsentant Itritaimique. a Constantinople 
des instructions furmeties lui presorivant d'invitor les nntorites Cousiuaires il ureter 
aux imtoritds locales leur concours et les faoiliWs neoossaires pour la surveillance 
excrete sur lea bateaux veuaut do l'dtranger. 


Le Gouvemement Imperial ne demande cette surveillance qu’it seul fin d’empecher 
le dchnrquement des agitateurs Armdniens et des ongins, armes, ou autres objots 
destructifs. 

Pour ce qui est dcs publications faites par ccs revolutioiinaires dans les journaux 
et dcs menses nuxquelles ils se livrent, lc Gouvemement Imperial s’on remet aux 
sentiments d’ainitid et dc justice du Cabinet Britanuiquo, pour l’adoption de tclles 
mesures qui seraient jugdes les plus propres i\ y mettre un terme. Lo Gouvemement 
Imperial serait particulidremcnt reconnaissant au Gouvemement do Sa Majcstd 
Britannique s’il voulait bien proccder a l’expulsion des dits agitateurs, laquelle lui 
flcmblo 6tre la mesurc la plus eflicace pour neutraliser leurs menses. 

V Ambassade Impcriale de Turquie , Londres, 
le 7 Novembre, 1896. 


No. 144. 

Mr. Oosselin to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 338.) 

Paris, November 8, 1896. 

refereneo to my despatch No. 331, Confidential, of the 5th instant, I have 
the honour to inclose copy of an article published in this morning’s “Matin” 
enumerating the reforms which it is alleged the Turkish Ambassador, Munir Bov, has 
announced to M. llanotaux as having been already agreed to by the Sultan, and which 
are attributed hero to the impression made on Ilis Majesty by M. Hanotaux' recent 
speech in the Chamber on the Armenian crisis. 

In view of the fact that the same information is published in several other 
newspapers, 1 think it may bo safely assumed that it is derived from an official 
source. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


Inclosure in No. 144. 

Extract from the " Matin " of November 8,189G. 


ON se souvient qu’au cours de 1‘interpellation ddveloppde it la Chambre sur les 
affaires d’Arradnio, M. Hanotaux, Ministry dcs Affaires fitrangdres, a declare que la 
France et la Russie s’dlaicut miscs d’accord pour proposer une solution ii la situation 
troublee de 1 Empire Ottoman. 

Faite it la Tribune Fran\*aiso, une telle declaration devait produire uu serieux effet 
sur 1 espnt du Sultan. Cela no s’est pas fait attendre, et e’est un succds pour notre 
diplomatic. 1 

Au lieu do rdpondre comrao il l’a fait par un plaidoyer aux admonestations de 
1 annec dcrin< N re de Lord Snlislmry an banquet du Lord-Mnire, admonestations qui 
doivent vraisemhlahlcment etro renouvcldcs dans deux jours, Sa Majesty Abdul-Hamid 
repond par des actcs. 

Ainsi qu’on va le voir, nprfcs cette pression de la France, il c6de sur presque tous 
les points do Faction dcs six Ambassaucurs ii Constantinople. Ce quo n’avaient pu 
oblenir les denmndes reitdrdes des diplomates, un discours prononed h la Tribune 
Francaiso le realise. 


•Sultan a cuvoyd un de ses Secretaires it M. Cam bon, Amhassadeur de France it Con¬ 
stantinople, qui lui avait demande audience. 

Sur les instructions qu’il avait reyues de M. llanotaux, M. Cambou a fait savoir 
quavant tout jI eta it urgent quo le Sultan prlt un certain nombre do mesures propres 
u mssurcr 1 opinion et ii douner it l’Europc uno premiere satisfaction. 

Munir Boy, Amhassadeur de Turquie ii Paris, vient do faire connattro ii 
M. llanotaux que le Sultan avait immddiatcment examind et rdgld les points 
smvants:— ” 1 

1. Mise on libertd des porsonm s incavcdrces contra lcsquollos il n’existe aucuno 
eliargo tant it Constantinople qu’on proviucc. Les fonetionnairos qui no se coil- 








formoraient pas sows deux jours it cet ordre seraicnt sGvdromcnt punis. Lo Ministre 
dc la Justice a rcqn des ordrcs speciaux on cc qui eouccruo Constantinople. 

2. La police recovra des ordrcs pour quo lcs Armenians paisibles lie soient pas 
poursuivis. 

J 5 . Convocation immediate dc 1'Assemble Arm 6 nicnne pour procMer a 1’election 
du Patriarclio; 

4. Lc Colonel Mazhar Bey, rendu responsablc du meurtre du Pdrc Salvator, est 
dr fere ii un Conseil dc Guerre. Lcs ordrcs anuonc 6 s sont mis ii execution; 

5. Lo Vnli de Dinrbekir, Anis Pacha, particuliAremont signal^ dans lcs troubles 
d’Armtinie, csl r 6 voqu 6 ; 

0. Des instructions prdcisos sont adrcssdes aux Valis pour assurer la repression de 
toutes nouvellcs violences; 

7. Le Minist^rede 1*Instruction Publique devra supporter la charge de repara¬ 
tions at effcctuer dans les convents Catholiques d’Asic-Mineurc qui out souflert des 
demiers troubles; 

8 . Des ordrcs sont donnds pour la distribution de secours aux population plus 
particuli^remont dprouvees par les demiers dvencments; 

Extension des RJformes. 

0. M. Cambon a demands cu outre l’applicatiou rapidc des rdforraes accordtfes 
Panndc doraifcre aux six vilayets d’Arm^nie et leur extension aux autres provinces de 
l’Empiro. Des ordrcs sont envoyes it cet etFet. Lc Decret relatif it l’oxtension des 
r<$formes va 6 tro publk*. 

On sait, cn outre, (juc le Prefet dc Police de Constantinople, Nazim Bey, rjui 
avnit <5t6 accuse de faiblesse lors des violences commises dans la capitalc dc l’Empire 
iv la suite de l’invasion des locaux dc la Banquc Impdriale Ottomanc, vient d’etre 
rdvoqud. 

iM. Hanotnux a rcmcrcid Munir Bey de cotta communication et lui a fait savoir 
qu’il donnait it M. Cambon des instructions prdcises pour surveiller l'application de ces 
premieres mesures. 

Cc sont lit des satisfactions importantes. Liles ddnoncent la volont^ du Sultan dc 
tenir compte de la volonte de l’Europo. Itestc mnintcnnnt, commo l’a dit M. Hanotaux, 
h surveiller avee vigilance In realisation de ees promosses. 

Dans tous les cas, grAce ii l’heureux offet dc l’intervention de la Prance, la 
diplomatic aura desormnis plus de force pour agir ct nmener la fin do l’anarchie 
profonde d 6 nonc 6 e par ees satisfactions monies ct qui ddvore depuis longtemps 
{’Empire Ottoman. 


No. 145. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 446.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 9, 1896, 9*40 p.m. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 430: 

I have received telegrams from the Consuls at Salonica and at Aleppo, stating 
that general uneasiness is being caused by the levy from tlio Mussulmans of the poll 
tax for military preparations. 

Mr. Blunt adds that subscriptions are accepted from the Christians as well as 
Moslems as a mark of loyalty on their part. 


No. 146. 

Mr. G ousel in lo the Marquess of Salisbury .— (Received November 11.) 

(No. 36.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Paris, November 11, 1896, 12‘45 P.M. 

WITH reference to telegram No. 01 from Mr. Goschen, I have been told that the 
French Ambassador at St. Peler.shurgh lias left Paris for his post at twenty-four hours’ 
notice, on account of important business. Llis Lxcellcnoy, howover, does not expect 
that bis stay in Russia will be of long duration. 
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No. 147. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 11 .) 


(No. 02.) 

(Teltpiaphir.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 11, 1890 

. , , .", AS tol<1 . to ‘dj»y J>y M. Clnobkine that ho had read the report of voiir 

Lordships speech in the Guildhall with the greatest pleasure, as there^could bo uo 

OoSlSS^ nd ' ,CSiral t0 act in eouccrt wi,h Rusaii > the 

contMned^h^ j-ou7^[e^^lIi. O No. V 260^of ^tho ^O^Milttn^^l'c^thouglrt'a thpMit^to employ 
coercive measures would weaken the Sultan’s authority, and it was through l.imtlat 
A ntn v n T "; ust 'f out, and would ho unnecessaryXmUy Hfe 

Majesty clearly understood that the Powers were united. However, they rnd, ' have 
to consider what steps were next to he taken should the Sultan not lisle, ?to reason 

S„li-o tli *i S l Am i ? ss “ 101, had J ust been told by his Uxcolloncy to telegraph to the 
Sultan that the era of paper reforms was past, that the Powers were nil 
together, and that Mis Majesty must tarry out their recommendations. ' ' S 


No. 148. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November i I.) 

(No. 148.) 

(telegraphic.) P. , Constantinople, November 11, 1806, 7-.30 P M 

HL British colony here is scattered along the shores of the Bosphorus'and on the 
Mar,nor,!, and expeiieiicc shows that ships may he required at different places at the 
same time. The presence of the “ stalionniures ” is consequently more important than 
massieres iaking place. “ I "' 0tCCtion f ° r " ,0 Briti8h rcsillc '“* in <*» of further 

It therefore seems an unfavourable moment for sending away the “Imoeene" 
i I Wo received from the Admiral, is to leave for Malta 

to refit oil the 17th November. It it is necessary to change the crew the transfer could 
ho effected somewhere near the Dardanelles. b minster could 

The need for refitting is not apparent. 


No. 148. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 11 .) 

(No. 148.) 

(ieiemaphie.) P. Constantinople, Novtmber 11 , 1880, 9'45 p u 

I Hh Consul-General nt Salomea lias telegraphed to say that according to trust 

lXerta't ! i 0 ™ ah 0 n” 'i 51 ho P “v, rcccivcd lhc ca P‘* at ion t»x also described as ? armamcnt 
suliser ption is obligatory for Mussulmans. He has heard from the Vice-Consul a 

Turkish popuMon* raea8ure 18 a,ar| niBg tlio Christians it is much criticised by the 


No. 150. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November II.) 


(No. -150.) 

(I '■ L graphic.) P. Constantinople, November U, ISMi. D bO f v 

a Hi. MONAHAN telegraphs that ho has heard from Saird that Shakir Paslm loft 
there last Saturday after releasing over twenty Christian prisoners 
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No. 151. 

Mr. GMwtfa to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Soccmbe, 12.) 

(No. 37.) Paris, November 12, 1S96. 

i:f “i^ito^y'^st"' « ii,,s,i! ; n sr^ *asssrt, Tg*aJS3frf «s 

^r ,: ‘eo,„, „e e,e«,-a lo, U,o 
Purl ’fam sending a full report of my interview by post to-night. 


No. 162. 

tf»V P. Curne iu the Marquess of tiulisbitry.—(Received Nov ember 12.) 

1 V Constantinople, November 12. 1896, 630 l'.M. 

Armenian National Assembly. 


No 163. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(.No. 195.) Foreign Office, November 12, 1896. 

incut from your telegram No 62 of the 1H 2 ‘. u “. “ . clmllg0 iu Turkish 

■JffdftlB SSK* Wiffl. ” "1 it.* 

Powers will combine t V!\'V r “tnuiriirovo to the Sultan the determination of 

bnmXneWtfo Mhi ft of Us hciiig Wakened by any such eontmgent 
U ^CC ! ^W,, is the Sultan’s belief in the intention 
of the Powers to net together in securing reforms. 
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No. 154. 

Mr. Gorselin to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 13.) 

(No. 341. Very Confidential.) „ . , nl la0 o 

ir , or() Pans, November 11,1896. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report that M. llanotaux spoke to me at considerable 

length this afternoon on the present phase of the Turkish question. 

] commenced our conversation by congratulating lus Excellency on the impression 
which his speech in the French Chamber lmd produced at, Constantinople. 

Jl llanotaux said that, on leaving the Chamber, lie had telegraphed the result 
of the’interpellation on the Armenian questionto M. Camlxin, with an instruction to 
communicate it to the Sultan, and to warn His Majesty that any renewal of the 
Armenian massacres would create so great an impression on public opinion in 

France, that he would not answer for the consequences. 

Before M Cnmbon, however, had time to carry out tins instruction, Ins Excellency 
received a visit from one of tho Sultan’s Aidcs-do-camp, who stated that Ills Majesty 
was willing at once to carryout such reforms as were considered imperatively necessary 
by the French Government. ... , , , , , . , „ 

■ (SI llanotaux has since learnt that Ills speech was telegraphed in extenso, 
hv the Sultan’s order, to tho Palace by Munir Boy, the Ottoman Ambassador.) 

• JI Cambon was somewhat taken aback by this sudden stop on the Sultan s part, 
but lie made a list (a copy of which was inclosed in my despatch No. 338 of tho 8th 
instant), and said that it those reforms wore really enforced, it would, at any rati, ben 

sto ^ TAyo'do'^'suhscquontly, Munir Bey called at the Qua! d’Orsny and announced 
His Majesty’s intention or accepting the list a, bloc-, those which could he enforced by 
■1 Sirokc of tho pen would lie applied immediately (M. llanotaux men honed tho 
election of a new Patriarch, "a matter to which, it seems, the Armenians attach great 
importance,’’ and tho release of prisoners, as eases m point); for Others, which might 
require some preliminary arrangements, a slight delay might be accessary , hut t o 
Ambassador was authorized to promise tliat everything should be done to carry out tin. 
programmo^qmckly a^posstak. ^ ^ ^ wag an oflioial communication from tho 
Sultan himself, lie should take care it was published at once m the French press, 
hoping thereby to prevent the Sultan from drawing back, or from eating his own 

worts. ^ fa j t sure tllat JI0Ur Ixirdsliip would have learnt with satisfaction thei result 
which the practically unanimous condemnation of the Armenian atrocities by tlm 
French Chamber bad produced at, Constantinople- a pronouncement which, as lnr as 1 
knew, was tile first made by this country oil the question, , , , , 

M llanotaux replied that, be was liimsell more than surprised at tliu effect which 
the debate had evidently made on tho Sultan ; he had endeavoured to speak clearly, 
and to lcavo no loop-hole for any possible misunderstanding as to the point o view of 
the French Government; hut lie had not ventured to hope that the words spoken from 
the French Tribune would have effected that which months of discussion liotv eon the 
Ambassadors and the Porte had failed to bring about; ho believed that at hflthe 
Sultan was frightened; and in this connection lie demurred at certain criticisms which 
had alreauv been made as to the realization of the promised reforms. 

Probably the Sultan, realizing at last, that lus previous policy bad been one long 
mistake, wished to make it appear that the reforms were offered propr io mats, instead 
of in obedience to the demands of Europe. 

M. llanotaux told me he bad read your Lordslups speech at the Guildhall 
banquet with great interest, and he was very grateful for the friendly reference which 
vour Lordship had made on this occasion to his speech m the Cliaimuor. o m , 
Indeed, this morning telegraphed to the French Charge d Affaires m London o 
convey his personal thanks to vour Lordship. . _ 

As to the course which should be pursued by the European concert, bis Excellency 
went Oil to explain that, ill bis opinion, the Ambassadors should at once meet ami 
insist oil the strict mid immediate carrying out of tho reforms promised m tile sultan s 
message; it would lie at least a good beginning, and would secure a measure of pence 
mid order throughout the Empire. 











I here asked xvlint course liis Excellency would proposes slionld be followed, in 
case ii should again happen, ns has so often been the ease on previous occasions, (bat 
these promises should turn out to bo mere empty words. 

“ Ah'.” said bis Excellency, “there you come to the point or Lord Salisbury s 
despatch of the 2011, ultimo ; you mean bow is the European concert, if needs be, to 
coerce the Sultan V 

" i/it us examine first the Question of material coercion.. I tell you frankly that, 
under the existing circumstances, I am not in favour ot a naval demonstration. 

A naval demonstration means oneof two things : cither a concentration ot slups in the 
/Egean, and a waving of Hags off Salomon or Smyrna or some other port, which would 
not have the Mightesi effect, or the forcing of the Dardanelles. The latter step might 
perhaps have plausihlv been defended months ago, in the interest of the European 
( Ionics on the Bosphorus; hut it would he an illogical step to take now that, the 
Sultan has undertaken to cany through the chief part of the demands put forward by 
Europe.” . . - 

Instead or a policy of material coercion, M. Hanotaux said that he was in favour 
of one of financial pressure exercised (Irmly and collectively by Europe. 1 lie Sultan 
was in nerd of funds; he could not get on without financial help; and once he 
realized that this was unattainable, without meeting the views of the Powers, 
M. llanolaux considers that he will he forced to yield. 

In yoplv to my inquiry whether 1 might take his Excellencys remarks as an 
answer to your Lordship’s Circular despatch of the 20tll ultimo, M. Hanotaux replied 
that ho was not now making any definite proposal; it was perhaps too early to do so; 
but he would he glad if I would report what he had said privately and confidentially 
to your Lordship, lie had shown me in all honesty “ lc vrai fond do son sac;” il his 
suggestions met with your Lordship’s approval, he would eml>ody them in a more 
official form, and as ananswar to your Lordship’s despatch above referred to; but, 
before doing so, he would he glad to have the opinion of Her Majesty s Government on 
what he assured me more than once was merely his own personal idea, arrived at alter 
two weeks’ serious consideration of the matter. 

After assuring his Excellency that 1 would not lail to report fully to vour Lord- 
ship what he bail said, l told him that l had heard a rumour to the effect that it was 
proposed to appoint a Russian Delegate to the Council of the Ottoman Debt ; could 
lie tell me how this matter stood V 

M. Hanotaux replied that ho thought it hut right that Russia should haven voice 
w ith the other Powers on the Council; he himself should prefer that the Russian Dele¬ 
gate, if appointed, should represent Russian liondholders, who, if they did not already 
exist, could easily he created ; perhaps later on all the Delegates could he appointed as 
representing their respective Governments, hut, for the moment, he believed the 
“existing machinery” sufficient for the purpose; possibly, il might he necessary to 
ask for more, in order to obtain the minimum of control nceessury; to threaten, in 
short, some sort of joint European dominium; hut he thought that au arrangement 
whereby the Powers could obtain the cession of fivsh revenues, to be confided to the 
administration of the existing Council, on which Russia should he represented, would 
best meet the exigencies of I lie situation. It would remain to be seen whether a new 
loan would tin n he in ees :,vy, or whether the crisis could he met by a conversion of 
the present debt—a step which would at once relieve the present financial embarrass¬ 
ment of the Ottoman Treasury. 

During the course of our conversation M. Hanotaux alluded more than once to 
the absolute necessity of maintaining the European concert ; and, in this connection, 
he incidentally expressed his regret that an arrangement, which he hoped would have 
been accepted as to the Egyptian Oaisse lawsuit, had at the last moment fallen 
through. 

In reply to my inquiry as to what he was referring to, his Excellency seemed 
unw illing t«i enter into an explanation, merely adding that the negotiations in question 
were being carried on at Cairo; Imt 1 gathered that lie was alluding to the change in 
the date fixed by the Court of Appeal for the hearing of the Caisso lawsuit. “ 1 only 
mention this quite incidentally,” said M. Hanotaux, “ because I think it undesirable 
that tin Porte gjunild think that there is not an entire agreement between all the 
Powers as to all that touches the Turkish Empire.” 

On rising to take my leave, his Excellency again expressed his wish that 1 should 
report what he Imd said to your lordship, “without laying undue stress on tlie 
remarks us to a naval demonstration, which I have let drop ill the course of our 
conversation.” Vour Lordship would then have an Opportunity of discussing the 
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whole subject with Sir Edmund Monson before his Excellency’s departure from 
London, and lie trusted that lie should learn from the Ambassador that some such 
scheme as he had sketched out would meet with the approval of Iler Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELfN. 


No. 165. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 13.) 

(No. 46L Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 13, 1890, 650 r.M. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 213. 

Some Memoranda addressed by M. Berger, French Commissioner of the Public 
Debt, to M. Hanotaux have been communicated to me very confidentially by 
Sir V. Caillard. They contain a proposal to liberate sufficient revenue for raising a 
Guaranteed Loan of 12,000,000/., by converting into a Consolidated 3 per Cent. Loan, 
guaranteed either by all the Powers, or elso by Russia and France alone, the six last 
loans, starting from the Customs Loan of 1880. M. Berger thinks that security 
sufficient to enable the Governments to give their guarantee would bo obtained if the 
administration of the revenues thus liberated, together with that, of certain others, were 
handed over to the Public Debt as at present constituted, only with the addition of a 
Russian Delegate. 

Further suggest ions are made to tho effect that the payment of the Sultan’s Civil 
List (which would he cut down to a moderate sum), of the army, and of public 
lunctionnnries, should be intrusted to the Council of the Debt, which would thus he 
charged with the administration of most of tho principal remaining revenues of the 
Empire, in order to control the expenses of the Civil List. 

M. Berger does not contemplate an official financial control, as in Egypt. He 
counts oil the energetic desire of Europe, and especially of Russia, lo outain the 
consent of the Sultan. 

It seems likely that these suggestions formed the base of M. Hanotaux’ proposal 
of financial pressure. Unless tho Powers are prepared to enforce this scheme in the 
manner mentioned in the latter part of your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th October 
last, there would seem to he very little likelihood of the Sultan being induced to accept 
such an arrangement in a binding form. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie, 

(No. 216.) 

(Tdcsmiihic.) 1> Foreign Office, November 14,1896. 

in . i reach Minuter conveyed to me yesterday n request from M. Hanotaux 
! ,e Sl ' nt to y our Excellency to support the efforts which are 
n °, “ • . tl,c crouch Ambassador at Constantinople to obtain the practical anil 

T 1,surcs of r,,| >‘'f and reform ns to which the Sultan recently 
gave assurances lo .M. Carnbon. 

TJ«mil!L^ re " cl i‘i > - Ii, i‘ i ‘ ite '' " as that the previous instructions sent to your 

( ^ V ;'"' 1 1 "‘ , . ucu }' ou to«Ct in tho sense desired by M. llanolaux. hut that I 

should ham pleasure m repeating them by telegraph to your Excellency. 









The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 347.) Foreign Office, November .14,1896. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 875 of the 27th ultimo relative 
to the state of the lledjaz. 

I approve the terms of the nolr rerbale which you addressed to the orte on tho 
subject on the 20th ultimo. 

J I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


The Marquess of Sulislmry to Mr. Gosselin. 

(No. 16o.) Foreign Office, November 14,1896. 

' TOE French Minister called at Hie Foreign Office yesterday, and said that 
M. Ilanotaux had been informed by the Turkish Ambassador in laris that the Sultan 
was taking immediate steps to execute the various measures of relief and reform which 
he had promised to M. Cambon. 

Out of 1,900 persons detained in prison, 1,800 had been released. 

The election of the Armenian Patriarch would l>c proceeded with at once. 

Orders had been given for rebuilding the mission-houses which had. been destroyed. 
The authorities had received instructions to prosecute those guilty or disorders, 
and to endeavour to restore and maintain tranquillity. 

The extension to the other provinces of the Empire ol the reforms granted to the 
Armenian vilayets had been decreed. . . . .. 

M. Ilanotaux had telegraphed to M. Cambon to do all in hw power to secure the 
practical execution of the Sultan’s promises, and lus Excellency would ho glad it 
instructions in the same sense could be sent to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constan- 

,m0|> Th<s French Minister wns informed that the previous instructions sent to 
Sir 1>. Currie would induce him to aet in the sense desired by M. Ilanotaux, but that 
I should have pleasure in repeating them. 

I have telegraphed accordingly to Sir 1\ Currie to-dny. 

X am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received November IS.) 

(No. 157. Confidential.) 

(Telc'raphie.) P. Constantinople, November 15, 1890,11‘30 i.M. 

M CAMBON never oven mentioned the promises of the Sultan referred to in your 
Lordship’s telegram No. 215 till yesterday, when he complained Hint they were not being 
carried out. . . . 

I will support his representations, and would have done so betoro it lie uau 
asked me. 


Sir P, Currie to llte Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. Mil.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 15,1890, ll’du AM. 

DISARMING of Ncstorians: Your Lordship’s despatch No. 334 of the 3rd 
November, Major Williams, who heard on the 27lli October from Mr. Brown.states that 
tlie report is untrue. 
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No. 101. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. 102.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 15, 1890, noon. 

ENIS PASHA, whom the French Embassy lias at last succeeded in getting 
dismissed from the post of Vali of Diarbekir, lias now been named member of a Com¬ 
mission for devising the best means for levying taxes in Anatolia. 


No. 102. 

Mr. MUbankc to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. 107.) 

(iolegrnpliie.l P. Vienna, November 10,1896. 

l ilt Austro-Hungarian Cliavgd d’Affaires at St. Petersburg]! has, I am told 
telegraphed to Ins Government, stating that tile Russian Minister of Finance is opposed 
to the proposals put forward by M. Ilanotaux for the reorganization of the financial 
administration of Turkey. 

Tho opinion here is, that it is highly improbable that the Sultan would submit to 
Hie execution of any such proposition unless threats of coercion wore used in tho 
event of refusal. 


No. 1G3. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 315. Confidential.) 

. Berlin, November 13,1890. 

IN conversation with Jiaron von MarsehaU this morning, 1 referred to the views 
held by M. ilanotaux on tho Eastern question, which your Lordship did mo the 
tumour to communicate to mo by your telegram No. ISO of this day’s date. Jiaron 
von Marsohall said that lie lmd already been informed of M. Honotaux’ views on the. 
subject ot bringing fiimuoial rather than material pressure to bear upon the Sultan 
amt that he did not see any objection to u Russian Delegate being admitted to tho 
Council of the Public Debt, although lie. thought it possible that the laws instituting 
he Council would require modification. But this proposal was entirely distinct from 
that ot the Russian Government to intrust the whole financial administration of tho 
l urkisli Empire to the Council, lhs Excellency repeated to me what lie lmd said on 
a previous occasion, as I lmd the honour to report in my despatch No. 348 of the 
, " that if this idea wore entertained, it would iio necessary to comnletclv 

change the composition of the Council, and that the different Governments should 
appoint the Delegates, who at present merely represented (lie bondholders, and received 
inoir instructions from the bankers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


No. 104. 

Mr. Gosselin to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 350. Confidential.) 

M ’ V ... , ,, , Paris, November 13,1800. 

n.i • . “S ' l,rou o h tllc (lmlt 1,1 my despatch No. 344, Very Confidential, of I ho 

till instant, reporting my conversation with M. Hanotaux that afternoon, I see that 
i omitted to p ace on record an observation which his Excellency made with regard to 
Him- Lordships speech at the Guildhall banquet on the 9th instant. 

After assuring mo of tho interest with which lie had read the spceoh. anil ex¬ 
pressing (as I hud the honour to report in my despatch above referred to) his thanks 











for vour Lortlsliii.’s kindly reference to himself, liis Excellency srnct Hint lie was 
delighted that vour Lordship had laid so much stress on tin- necessity ol maintaining 
the Enroliran concert, and had spoken so clearly against the imprudence of isolated 
action in Turkci on the part of Her Majesty’s Government. Those declarations would 
necessarily have an excellent effect on public opinion in Europe. 

There was indeed, ir he might lie permitted to say so, one point which struck him 
on reading vour Lordship’s speech, and that was the “ extreme moderation " of the 
language employed with regard to the recent conduct or the Turkish Government. 

I Could not help expressing my surprise at his Excellency’s remark, which, 
contrary to the charge so persistently brought against Her Majesty s Government for 
many months past, seemed to imply that, your Lordslup had been unduly lenient 
towards the Sultan and his works. . . , , . rt P ,. 

M. llanotaux expressed his hope that 1 had not misunderstood the Unit, ot lus 
remark; he was fully aware that your Lordship and Her Majesty's Government repro¬ 
bated the cruelties of which the Turkish Empire had been the scene, lmt lie had m his 
eve the stonier language used bv vour Lordship at the Guildhall banquet last year, 
ami all lhat he meant lo imply was that the relatively moderate tone adopted this year 
mi-dil lead the Sultan to think that. England was no longer so impressed as formerly 
with tin- enormities which have disgraced the Ottoman Administration during the last 
eighteen months. 

I have, we. 

(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marqum of Siilisburij,—(Received November 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Constantinople, Nt rentier 1(1, 1800,11*40 a m. 

ON Saturday feral Bey read over to Mr. Block the instructions which the 
authorities had received with regard to the maintenance of order, together with a list 
of reforms, all of which, it is alleged, have been carried out, with the exception oi the 


that effect. It appears to lx: intended for eventual publication, and lays at the door 
of the Armenians, tin? late disorders, the delay in carrying out the reforms, and, in 
fact, all the evils of the present state of things. I/./.ot Bey added that the closing of 
the Extraordinary Tribunal would take place to-day, that the Court of Cassation 
would revise all the sentences passed by the Tribunal, and that the ordinary, tribunals 
would judge all those implicated in the recent riots who had not yet been tried. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 404. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. Constant inoplis, November 10, 1890, 0*40 l’.M. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 457 of 15th November. 

At inv request M. Camhon has furnished me with a list of promises made to him 
by the Sultan, ami I have to-day sent Mr. Block to the Porte to press Tor their 
complete execution. 

With the exception of 1 ho dismissal of the Yali of Diurbokir, the closing ol the 
Extraordinary Tribunal, the restoration of the Catholic religious establishments, and 
the trial of the murderer of the Italian priest Salvatore, there is nothing in the list 
which has not already been promised repeatedly hv the Sultan to this Embassy. 

The French Ambassador’s language makes me fear that Prance intends to abstain 
from any serious joint action, and to represent these State assurances as a new and 
adequate concession entitling the Turkish Government to favourable treatment. 

lie suggested that l should tell the Turkish Government that the future attitude 
of the Fowi'ii would greatly depend on the manner in which the promises made to 
him were executed. 
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No. 107. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 16.) 

(No. 63. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg , November 16, 1896. 

I HAVE heard on reliable authority that M. de Witte is strongly opposed to the 
Eranco-Russiau Public Debt proposal, that he is working the press against it, and that 
lie objects, under any conditions, to the appointment of a Russian Delegate. On the 
other hand, the Russian Representatives have been instructed by M. Chichkino, who 
supports the proposal, to submit it to the Governments to which they are accredited. 
M. dc Ndlidoif, I believe, takes the same view as M. dc Witte. 


No. 168. 

Mr. Gosselin to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 38.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Paris, November 17, 1896, 1*5 i\m. 

THE St. Fctersburgh correspondent of one of the chief financial institutions in 
Paris has, I am informed, allowed the Directors of the establishment to understand 
that the Russian Government would wish to he the sole guarantors of any new 
Turkish loan that may be issued. As yet no conditions have been specified. 


No. 169. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 405.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 18, 1896, 10'60 a.M. 

THE following telegram was received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Kharput yesterday 

“ A telegram has been sent by the Vali to the Sublime Porto asking that he may 
he authorized, in accordance with the scheme of reforms, to nominate eighty-two tax 
collectors to replace the zaptiehs.” 


No. 170. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 460 A.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 18,1896, 7*10 P.n. 

MR. MONAHAN telegraphed to-day from Bitlis as follows:— 

“A Commission has been sent to see to the election of a Mudir near Bitlis, under 
reform scheme, and, according to the Vali, arrangements are being made, but not yet 
completed, for such elections throughout the Vilayet. He also says that arrangements 
arc complete for Christian police and gendarmerie, the only difficulty being that 
Armenians do not present themselves to be enrolled in the latter; and that henceforth 
neither gendarmes nor police will he employed in tax collecting.” 


Mr. (j osselin to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 39.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. Eon's, November 18,18U0. 

i • 4 1 , an interview 1 had with M. H inotaux this afternoon, his Excellency expressed 
lus thanks for the support which had been rendered by Sir Philip Currie to M. Camhon, 
and toliMnr that he had on his table a copy of the lrude, by which the Extraordinary 
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Tribunal was ordered to be closed, adding tint to-morrow he hoped to hear that its 
existence had ceased. 

There remained only sixty Armenians in prison at the present moment. 

llis Excellency is waiting to hear what Europe lias to say with regard to the 
financial scheme, and trusts that not a penny will be advanced to the Snltan by any 
one without adequate counter-concessions being received. 

I inquired what was thought of his scheme by the Russian Government, and bis 
Excellency replied that he hoped that some measure of financial reform would be 
agreed to bv them on the condition that no sort of condominium was sot up at Con¬ 
stantinople. M. Hanotnux seemed to speak in a much less sanguine tono than he did 
at the interview T had with him on the 12th instant. 


No. 172. 

Hir N. O'Conor to the Marques# of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 


(No. <>1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg It, November 18,1890. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s proposal of the 20th October, M. Chichkine, 
who saw the Emperor yesterday, told mo to-day that, llis Majesty was not willing to 
agree io any undertaking which implied measures of coercion against the Sultan, 
llis Excellency hoped, however, that the joint influence of the Powers would load to 
an improvement in the situation. 


No. 173. 

Sii N. ()' Conor*to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 


(No. 05.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg/!, November 18, 189G. 

WITH reference to my telegram to your Lordship No. 03 of the 10th instant, I 
was informed by M. Chichkine this afternoon that the Russian Government could not 
accept tho French proposal respecting the Ottoman Public Debt, as there were so many 
objections in the way. 


No. 171. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 108. Most Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, November 18, 1890. 

I LEARN from Count Gnluchowski that he has not, as yet, received any communica¬ 
tion from the Russian Government respecting the proposed financial reorganization iu 
Turkcv, hut that from \\ hat he has heard of the French scheme he foresees considerable 
difficulty in regard to its execution. He does not think, moreover, that the Sultan will 
submit to any financial pressure on the part of the Powers. 

As regards the question of guaranteeing a future Turkish loan, his Excellency doubts 
whether all the Powers would agree to such a course. Ho himself is but little inclined to 
favour such on idea, and thinks that the guarantee by one or two Powers might have very 
serious consequences. 

Count Golucliowski is aware of the objection to the French proposal raised by 
M. Nelidow and M. do Witte, and he believes that anything tending to bring about a 
ical amelioration of the situation iu Turkey will be opposed by Russia. The activity 
displayed iu this question by M. Ilnnotaux may, bis Excellency thinks, he in a great 
measure ascribed to the pressure which the French financiers arc bringing to bear upon 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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No. 175. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 004.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 2, 1896. 

1 HA\ I*, the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Klmrput, reporting on the state of 
insecurity in the Dersim. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 175. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 50.) 

| . Kharput, October 18,1896. 

1 HAY Vj the honour to report to your Excellency that a few weeks ago six Arme¬ 
nian peasants who were travelling in the Dersim for trading purposes, were set upon and 
murdered, near the village of llakiz, by certain Mussulman villagers of the Kizil-Kilisse 
district. 1 he names of these Armenians, three of whom leave widows and children, were 
Caspar Khalafian, Ohannes Khalafian, Marsoub Khalafian, Bedros Khnlafmn, Kevork 
khalafian, and Bedros Emoman. 

1 at once brought the matter tn the notice of the Vali, who thereupon sent orders to 
the Kuimakatu of Kizil-K 11 iss 6 to make the necessary investigation, and, if possible, arrest 
ihe criminals. I fear, however, that there is but little probability of the real murderers 
being punished, or even arrested. 

The Turkish village of KertneUie, in the Caza of Chemish-Gcsek, was attacked some 
wo months ago by a band of Kizil-Bnsh Kurds, who drove off all the villagers’cattle. 
At about the same date the Christian village of Pazapun, which had been totally destroyed 
with the exception of one large stable, during the disturbances last winter, was also visited 
they fbund therein 11 rd8> W '° br0 ^° ‘ nto t,lc sta ‘ J,c a,ld carrie(l off whnt cattle and bedding 

It would be well, I think, could the Knimnknm recently appointed to Chemish-Gesek, 
IV dispatched to Ins post with ns little delay ns possible. The Acting Kalmakttm seems 
to he both prejudiced and corrupt. Christians and Turks alike, however, unite in their 
P™ se , of , thc »®cer m command at that town, Major Riza Bey, and of Lieutenant Said 
i-'lcndi, who are doing their duty well. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 176. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(So. 907.) 

V > " 1 - _ Constantinople, November 2, 1896. 

1 I1A\ E the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
. recc "' ed , fr0 . m Her Majesty's Consul-General at Deyrout giving an account of his 
rccont tour m tho Lebanon. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 170. 

^• (J f ,. . Consul-General Drummond Hay lo Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, 

u-...... t Deyrout, October 21, 1896. 

inform viiii. tt-tcrcnce to my despntch No. 62 of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 
,i,i 2 .- ce '--ytl.at I niaile some short tours in the Lebanon during the summer of 

this year, visiting the districts of El Melon and Shout. 







occasions, had not been absent. j in , he Shouf, imt I 

. . -<* a “ a 

n^orto'a^?™ fo^&IJSS d»i the journey by offleinis and inhabitants of the 
Mudirats. ., . _...;,i, |i ie high functionaries and 

j;:::;,, 1 ” «i AXi sssar. & * *•> -«* <» - 
u " , te:;«sSfSii.. ■-'ajutftsjs 

being aide To dispense with the services of.. 1 tolcd, nt “ |hc 

Governor-General, to forego the olhcntl ,| K . ir llmnca and to collect 

opportunity n(lorded to Income oeqimmteil with tlu ,x, n . ; inimr i c <l in a formal 

infoi million icgimling the- Administration, which would never bo imputed 

'' At Dcir-cl-Kamr, now regarded as tin: capital of lire Lebanon 1 was| the guest of u 

gsL?@£ ssft «*-* 

CV *“ The amtiiude he thus owes to the Druse s lias had a good Influent* amongst his 
cornu unit?, and helped to establish the peaceful relations now existing with their Druse 

""^'iniuilh'ofDeir.el.Kamr, Knur Khalil Shehab, grandson of the celebrated Ivnrr 
Beshir, on hearing of my arrival, callcl with other Notables and begged me to pay 
a visit. t|]c toneow welcome of the inhabitants who are nearly all 

Maronitw and by the language ot their addresses, profuse m admiration of the English, 
aml in exp^'ions oi' gratitude for the interest taken by ,l,e Ihitish overmnent m the 

wlius,: grandfather I been French Consular Agent in the «> b « "re," 

of the present system of government. An miusiinlR l.u,e r ■ : . v isit 

me and everything possible was done to demonstrate their appreciation n the visit. 

• ThctSS.. held on this ..uc similar ... t msc at 

i. hVL , IIIC t hcvcrul Maronitis of good standing in the Lebanon, all <>( wliom ha\o 

eonlided lo me that their eo-religio,lists had cilher remained, or been $ 

KngUmd’s greatness and justice, hut mice the occupation ol Egypt, whin tnousamis oi 
Lebanese had emigrated, and since recent cventa in the Levant, tlieir• mini =. m e 
opened and the truth revealed to them. They also assured me Idmt ah e igI.U u 
Gliiiatians ill Kyiiu were now imbued with the same feelings o( admiration for the liulisli 

nation., ^ ^ ^ pyrn-el-Kamr lo Mnel,tan. I passed by Uaukjjn to return the call 
id the Hheikh.ij-Ahhal- or ilphllual Head ol .he Druses -and look ^ ^ ° f f 

investigatiiig I.i.d nettling a cum ol conversion of a Druse m the Me. cal h ssi in or 

Mbs Wordsworth .Smith, .. had caused eonsidenddo excitement u. the v "lagC; “ 

Mira bad ulrea.lv appealed for ....ad Emir Muslapha, the Kamndum, with 

whom I had lam bed on the previous day, had asked me to persuadu them o mi u ,i 
< «*•.,vt u, Dr. Ali AlammuiMin, down lo Ikyrout, otherwise lu» would not bt able to answii 

lu " i | "l,i‘ii'pen.'.l to he well ..monied will. Dr. All’s father and his falhcr-in-hiw both 

prominent ”n<.. in the Shoi.f,.I having reasons lor suspecting ha feudal —It n» I d 

hern roused in the village by I lie incide nt.. that they had more to do with H e 

exeileiiieiit tin,I.alicism, l |.olsuadei! them privately to leave Ihe matter entirely III 

ni> '"I'informeil the ... that they had acted most unwisely nt a tune when the 

Government was anxious to preserve trun.|uillily among the Druses, and told them 1 
llam lo Ibev might liuve performed the eere.liouy of baptism ipile-lly n another |mrt ol 

c munlrv.and ninided ... »l Hie (lovenmiei.t and of the Spirit. Head of the 

i,I then inti rvii wed Dr. m.d Mis. Ali Aluiiiuiuildin, and having nseertamed limn 
It,,- latter lliiit rile wi lled to remain with her husband 1 reminded Dr. All Hint lie was all 
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Ottoman subject and advised him to address a petition to the Kainmkam, invoking the 
Imperial I'.rmans relating to religious liberty in l|, e Empire, and stating tlmt as hi. 
presence at Daaklin was said to be a source of danger for the public peace, lie was willing 
to leave, under protection, for Beyrout with his wife and children. 

According to Druse laws and usages change of religion dissolves marriage. The 
doctors wife bad therefore been summoned home by her parents, and it was rumoured 
that they intended marrying her to her brother-in-law. rumoured 

’! Ins alarmed Mrs.Ala.. who, by my advice, added a petition in her own name 

begging to he allowed to accompany her husband to Beyrout 

and pcawlbfcomdusi'om SH ^ e '° "' a K,iMum ™* a * M "> ,0 b ™8 % •«* to a speedy 
lie called at the Mission, and asked for nn interview with Mrs. Alammuddin and 
auZity !,t Sh6 W05 dCtCrmimd folb ™ b « husband, he gave Ure Ssary 

l ’r St v'--! ,l o lyS , given 10 11 member of that fumilv, but is now vacant 
owing to tla. death ol Nejjib Bey, brother of Nessib Bey Jumblad. ' ’ 

I lie Jumblad party in tile Lebanon lias suffered continuously from the effects of the 

. dA ". 

m rsa* 

... '"l“. I- 

rV" ,SUrc -' "r ' ! nt t , ho iwaccftil attitude of the Lebanon was mainly attributable 
wellare oMIio^Druses! " S '" Ml “' e ink ' re6t hw ^ernmen, bad atwa^tXn in the 

prevailed!' 1 "’'’' ‘ tn ‘ VC " C<1 ’ bo " 1 in ,bo ««". and the Shouf, the same sentiments 

»id ^,^ b " ne9 ° |, " ,Ct ' d .- ’"J' in II,e m'S. 

lienelHed by'thc late risi,, 1 ''hulreS^' whi’h ^ i ' , " abi,0,l * ^“ses, have 
between Druses ami Mussulmans ' l "‘ C " USCd c “ tran 8 0 " ,l 'nt and mistrust 

I have, &e. 

(.Signed) It. DRUMMOND HAY. 


[mtlj 
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No. 177. 

Sl y p, Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November lit.) 

(No. 908.) Constantinople , November 2, 1890. 

My Lord, , , i )Gre \vith copv ofa despatch which 

, J, atSIC SS « W |W <— - - 

Art.; .linn Protestant family to Islam. ( )iavc &c 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


luelosure in No. 177. 

Actimj Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 101.) Angora, October 20, 18SMS. 

Vartanian, *\vlw for fourteen ycJV p«ach,r 'to the Protestant "dressed 

i to JSrc* 

that he wished to he converted to Islam together mt• ‘ j n0 information as to 

the interview took place without the presence °f hftvc been told that 

what the Pasha said to Vartanian, but in any ease the latter aeel s to ^ h# llim . 

his ease would he considered, the religions head o Ins ™ n " u ™ Thereupon he left 

self summoned to appear again before the Pasha m a fe.■ »>^ outsil , e \ 0 witneM 
the konnk with his daughters, a considerable crowd having cotiecien o 

'“•srrv.,,...,, ,i.~* h.... s 

the American Missionaries of C wsarca tor some time past, . • ” l() t | lc own ei- 

Ihi," ftThSStrf whidt fornis^thcl’ratestaiit chapeU^ in «£ TOTto *S 

he has been livin'* for the las. six years in »" wS I» 

house was bought some eight years ago tllirJ i,y tlie lucal Protestant 

howeve;. 

t V d“ ^i^tSiln (£ T. 88* and the amount of the■ house-ta*; pad du,ng 
bce "'. ,....„ u 1H )l 0 gi/e to vonr Excellence for the superabundance of detail which, of course. 
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favour in the Court of Appeal, which so far has not yet decided on the case, and that, even 
supposing their judgment should be adverse, lie may yet succeed in having it (plashed at 
Constantinople. 

Vartanian’s mother, who is an old woman of 78, appears to be completely under her 
son’s control, while the two daughters, the elder of whom is 18 or 10 and the younger 13, 
do not, 1 am informed, show any marked repugnance for the religion which ut their 
father’s bidding they are about to embrace. In the case of the elder, who, l am told, is 
a relatively wcll-cducated girl of great personal attractions, this may partly be explained 
by the fact that she is offered marriage by the son of a certain Major Hafiz. Agha, who is 
well-to-do, and is considered a good match. The second girl is almost too young to 
realize the importance of the step which she is about to take. They have both informed 
the Protestant community in the person of its delegate, a certain Dr. Tabibian, that if the 
community would undertake to send them to and keep them at Paris, where their only 
brother is now residing, they would remain faithful to their religion, hut not otherwise. 
Their father, as might be expected, appears to have encouraged them in making this 
extraordinary, not to say, outrageous, proposal. It is, of course, partly explained by the 
fact that Dr. Tabibian had been authorized to inform them that the’community would 
undertake to send them to and support them for a time at Broussa, or even perhaps 
at Constantinople, in order to keep them out of the reach of their father’s pernicious 
influence. 

As for Vartanian himself, who is a man of no principle, it matters little or nothing, 
except for the matter of example, whether he changes his religion or not, but it does 
seem regrettable that these two young girls should be carried along in the wake of his 
infamy. 

I must again apologize to your Excellency for the length of this despatcii, my excuse 
being the very great interest the matter has excited among all classes of the population of 
Angora. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 178. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 909.) 

My Lord, . Constantinople , November l, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from the British Vice-Consul at Adana reporting on the removal of the 
Governor of Hadjin and the choice of his successor. 

I Imvc, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 178. 

Pice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 64.) 

Sir, Adana, October 23, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that Ismail Bey, Kaimakam of 
Hadjin, left a few days ago for Aintab, and 1 have considered it necessary to report the 
circumstance to your Excellency by telegram, as the appointment of his successor is 
a matter of great importance in the present unsatisfactory state of the district. I am not 
at all satisfied, from the reports which reach me, that the Government is ondcuvouring to 
improve the Armenian situation. 

it is a matter for grave reflection whether the present is an opportune moment for the 
appointment of a Christian Kaimakam. With the want of order which exists in the 
general Government administration such a change might be the signal lor murder and 
depredations by Moslems from the villages around, while the specially selected Christian 












Governor would probably remain n puppet in Ibe hand, of liis equally selcclcd Modem 

M ° U Tf a mod Moslem official were appointed, it would probably be the best selection 
under the present condition of lladjm district. ( h8ve &c 

^Signed) !’• H. H. MASSY. 


No. 17'.). 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisbury.— (Received November 19.) 

(No. 913.) Constantinople, November 6 , 1896. 

Iklv Lord, . , „ ( n,,.i instant, alluding, after the usual 

a impMiibtein vicwtEtlicanngontplioo^j?^’^^^ ^ ^ )l0 ^ forco l.nve 

UjSJUSSStp?* 

tlic more deserving among them juth or ors, me > ndiich, though excellent in 

This is a specimen of the orders constantly 1 > ll0Wevcr i )c of more im- 

•*&£?£ I,w - 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. ISO. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(deceived November 19.) 

(No. 911 ) Constantinople, November 5,1898. 

My W following official notitotion.njipenred. in ^ rids 

5-*-* *> ^ c °““ ot 

the 28th ultimo:- b i8suc d to the elfeet that Commissions are to lie 

formed of Notables in vilayets, nkS ';t°«»o‘^ac^ifi^^iudortukcu' 1.y the 

: ; d diu““and comprising members til S 

cised; lilt* funds will he cxclusn* J 1 ) y r... :•^\\\ i, e 0 f the value ol 

tnfsMOrnnd IW p^fttt'who'gh. mum will be worthy of approbation, and 
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contributors of 2,000 piastres and upwards will receive a medal with their name 
engraved on it. Two thousand guns of modern system have already been purchased 
by the Sultan’s orders and stored at the arsenal, and 10,000 more are" to be purchased, 
ns well as other stores, by Ilis Majesty’s benevolence.” 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs informed Mr. Block a few days ago that the 
scheme had undergone various modifications, and that many words which existed in 
the original text had been omitted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 181. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 915.) 

My lord, Constantinople, November 5, 1896. 

,, \r repeatedly called the attention of the Grand Vizier to the fact, ns 
reported by Mr. hontana, that taxes continue to be levied from Armenians inhabiting 
ruined Milages m the district of Kharput, and that zaptiehs are employed to levy 
them, notwithstanding the orders sent by the Palace for the execution of the Article 
of the reforms relating to the collection of taxes. 

His Highness, who expressed surprise at the state of affairs reported by Mr. Fon- 
tana, informed Mr. Block that special tax-gatherers had been appointed, and in his 
presence dispatched a telegram to the Vali, instructing him to take measures to prevent 
the recurrence of such eases in the future. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 182. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 9:6.) 

My Lord, Therapiu, November 7,1S96. 

. . * HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch 
which * have received from Mr. Monahan, reporting oil a conversation which he had with 
Shakir Pasha, and on the general state of the Vilayet of Bitlis. 

I hough Mr. Ilampson reported the fact of the imprisonment of the Bishop of Bitlis 
I e was unable, being at Mush, to furnish Her Majesty’s Embassy with details. 1 now 
propose to make further inquiries, and, if necessary, representations’ respecting this case. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosurc in No. 182. 

I’ice-Consul Monahan to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 50.) 

Slr ' i mvv .1 , Bif/i«, October 18, 1896. 

li A\ h the honour to report that Shakir Pasha armed here on the 10th instunt, and 
is expected to remain till about the 25th instant, when he will leave for Sairt, and thence 
probably proceed to Diarbekir. 

On tiie 15th I had a coin-citation with his Excellency. 

I pointed out that from villages near Bitlis, which, having been plundered last year, 
have since received relict, and which, unless relieved again, will probably be in great 
L !, 01 J * 2 u 


% 
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SrwWeb. like »'»ny »'>-'■ “faro" W.« driven southward by .lexers 

‘If,' Z:^Z bogwti of then, from .he Kurdjslh «Mg• nanles „f 

" h0 ’,* l s 1 Excellency said be vrouW note my i h at, in the P resent 

v-u.ni • mid of aiiollwv villose which I ?”* l, l"’; v J difficu lt to show indulgence to villages 

u'!^ n m- 1 veS'idS”'^* 1 ''-"*' Sh “ ki, P “ ha *° wy * lm n ° 

sidorv during the present year ott Wc ount of the delay in the migration of 

. 

Ur3r"S.rtl,^'the^ '^10^ ^hsh^i^tdJ’?hc«'tlrat Urcro is 

lk^l:? l t- C I^r^.e,li,l,l 8 W no nre still irr .noon Irere 

are lieing examined. , Bishop of Bitlis, who is in prison here under 

I shurtlv nlludrd to the ease r . 1,0 , " } to w Uh to say much of this case, but 
seulelico of ilealli. His 1 xeellcney dtt » •** £ “ t Ltent, been got up by 

£t*^^catr IS W..- «—• - “ “ 

the Kurds disgorge some more of then p urn ■ wi thout means, and who started 

..— ■"""' “ kc “ "““" e 

less difficulty about the departure rf nilfo M it ha , been represented to me by 

The following is the case ot tnc iwuui 

Arineiiian informauts :■■- Oi-tober last year. On the day ot his ° rrivu 

The llishop arrived here about the 1st b dt . Uve V t .<l an address. On Sunday, the 

■.iS'USW.’SS'. IJ.1 

brought hv the spies of having, last t C ctohtr f l J,^, l salvatioil 0 f their race, and of having 
here, urged theArincmans to »P'« blo "“ r “ t , Suu( ] ay before the massacre, urged 
subsequently, in 'mT^lM.op refused to answer these astounding 

the Armenians to f tu ^' h ^ idd ,® 1 o( July, sentenced to death, 
ehnrgcs, and was, about tha n“(• as salion at Constantinople. 

The case is now hefme Hit t-our t & c . 

(Signed) J- H. MONAHAN. 


No. 183. 

Sir P. Cm vie to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received November 19.) 

(No. 917.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, November 7, 189(5. 

I H AVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Mr. Vice-Consul Fitzmauriee reporting on the anti-English feeling 
among Moslems in the interior. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 183. 

Vice-Consul Fitzmauriee to Sir P. Currie. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Aleppo , September 30, 1896. 

DURING my two years and n-half residence and travel in the Province of Van, 
Bitlis, Erzeroum, Trebizond, and Sivas, from 1891 to 1893, I had frequently noticed in 
my contact with Moslems that the hulk of them entertained the idea that England was 
the “enemy of Islam,” and during my recent journeys in the Vilayets of Adana, Aleppo, 
Kharput, niid Diarbekir, l have found that the same idea, in an accentuated form, pervades 
all classes of the hybrid races that may be connoted by the term “ Ottoman Moslem.” 

'Phis idea I, firstly and mainly, attribute to the direct influence! and inspiration of the 
Sultan. Abdul Hamid came to the throne with the conviction, strengthened perhaps by 
Sir Henry Elliot’s article in the “Contemporary” in 1888, that Abdul Aziz wan removed 
owing to English instigation, that England was the supporter of Murad, Midhat Paslui, 
and such reformers, and that. England is ever on the look out for men of the Midlmt stamp 
to bring about his own deposition in a similar manner. 

Guiltily conscious that his personal fears and narrow-minded bigotry can never 
reconcile him to England’s policy of the regeneration of Turkey, on broad statesmanlike 
lines, Abdul Hamid has opposed to that policy one of the revival of Islam, and lias chosen 
to imagine England his personal enemy. 

ltelying solely on Mussulman fanaticism, which Abdul Alejid and Abdul Aziz had 
recognized as a political danger, and bad in great measure rendered dormant, the present 
Sultan has reawakened and fomented that fanaticism. In his policy of the revival of Islam 
he has spent large sums, chiefly drawn from his State domains, which, like the former 
Khedive Ismail, he has greatly enlarged by methods fair and foul, on Moslem schools, 
medressohs, mosques, and tekkehs, while his whole administration is directed towards 
strengthening the Moslem element to the prejudice of non-Moslems, who, during his 
reign, especially in remote regions, have been subjected to a policy of slow, but certain, 
impoverishment and elimination (this policy has undergone alarming developments of 
late); he has gradually removed all Turkish statesmen of influence and liberal views, in 
whom he scented opposition to this policy of his, more worthy of a seventh century 
Caliph than a nineteenth century .Sovereign, and has surrounded himself by a set of 
Khojas, Sheikha, and similar fanatics attracted from Arabia, India, Afghanistan, Egypt, 
Wadai, Bornu, Sokolo, the Cape, &c., upon whom he lavishes large sums of money, and 
whom he uses as his emissaries in furtherance of his Panislamic movement in those 
countries. 

England happens to be, directly or indirectly, the civil ruler in most of these places, 
and, as the Church ami State are inseparably mixed up in the principles of Islam, England 
again happens to be the silent and passive, though not active, opponent of his personal 
Panislamic scheme. The fact that lie has not been the recipient of the “ Garter,” England’s 
presence and notion in Egypt, where fanatical Moslems maintain that England, an infidel. 
Power, has, through the Egyptian Government’s past and present conflicts with the forces of 
Mahdism, obliged Mussulmans to war upon and kill feHow-Mussulmans, our endeavours in 
favour of good government in the Armenian Provinces, and our intervention on behalf of the 
Yczidis, who were massacred some three years ago in the Siudjar mountains, in both of 
which latter eases England’s action was in direct opposition to the Sultan’s policy of 
weakening the non-Moslem elements, together with the tone of the English press, have 
strengthened the conviction of his mind diseased, that England is the personal foe of him 
the Caliph of Islam. 








The Palace minions, and priM some 
upon these idle fears of a suspicious 11 a “ < i s ] am > 8 encm y is England. 

*4 

secret misgivings: that^it mar not be qin c ’ whollv reject their old saying that 

- ■• 

u hardened infidel (tan ne «^C n ^^“ C a V o«red to divert Moslem discontent with 
During recent years Abdul llamm tin .. .... , ct ,. n tures, that the disasters, 

his despotic rule, by representing, thningh his bh^nd ertato^ ^ fey ^ 
which are really the outcome nl his tnsa * d <)1) ! ? ecls „ ° suc i, interference, viz., Ins 

interference and its objects. . * » A n-nfeascs to sec in it the hand of 

quenccs of Urn discontenMMid ^“stility Imd 

voiced by the indepciideii eondue as 11 nation were 

*KKSl ftl»d, the Whole force of that fanaticism which he had 

«“**■“* this erroneous anti-English idea is the 

influence of some Moslem papers imblishcd abroad ill Turkish, and having a very wu e 

journals suhsidized hy the 

erroneous views on British l , “ l ! c J'iW ur . • „ „f Cyprus, edited hv an individual 

»««> i ,crim i ,s . -:>• fr ° n ? 

c ll^tfenSe^ 'm:! of the Bailee, ‘ 'C 

distorted no* ions of British nuns, and repicsciilnig toiand ns urkey s 

very wide circiilution llq^^^ethlussidman^midd'ngai^t^Englandlltnd, though 

EBES&Siia&m'jexiiaii 

warps their judgment, it must be reckoned with. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) G. H. F1TZMAUIUCE. 
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No. 184. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 921. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, November 7, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Angora, giving extracts from letters he has received 
from Ctesarca, reporting on the state of affairs in that district. 

I would call your Lordship’s attention to the statement respecting the German 
travellers about whom I am making further inquiries. 

One of the Germans alluded to is no doubt General Verdy du Vernois, who has 
been staying for some time in Constantinople and has recently visited Koniah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 184. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 105.) 

Sir, Angora , November 3, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith to your Excellency some extracts from a 
letter recently received from a trustworthy correspondent at Crosarca. 

“ Externally all has been quiet here for some time past, but this is far from meaning 
that there is no anxiety. During the past month a number of Armenian houses have been 
searched, though without any success from the official standpoint, and some fifteen 
Armenians have been thrown into prison on indefinite charges of sedition. I cannot 
discover that anything has been proven against them, although 1 happen to know, beyond 
a reasonable doubt, that a few of them—certainly three—have been implicated to some 
extent in revolutionary matters. These arc Ghcmerek men, one known to have been a 
companion of Morook, who was hanged at Yuzgat.* One, Minas Hadji Minassian, also 
a Ghcmerekli, I know to have some sympathy and possibly dealings with revolutionary 
Committees, although 1 doubt his having taken any active part in the business. He was 
a student in Anatolia College, Marsovan, last year, hut the college authorities did not like 
his appearance and tendencies, and advised him to take his departure.” 

“ Among the fifteen young men recently imprisoned 1 have good reason to believe 
that at least five arc innocent of any ical crime. 1 asked the Police Commissary about 
them a few days ago and he practically admitted that they had found no fault in some of 
them, although his remark was that ten had not denied their guilt. The worst part of 
the business is that torture has, without doubt, been resorted to in, at least, two cases in 
order to force confession. My informant is the most trustworthy man of our acquaintance 
and has exceptional opportunities for learning the facts. Nails have been driven into the 
finger-nails of the men; and they have been branded with hot irons. 1 also know that 
some have escaped imprisonment by the payment of heavy bribes. I could tell you the 
names, hut in order to secure them I was obliged to promise secrecy.” 

“ Lust spring a German, Dr. Lcpsius, visited Caesarea and after conferring with 

Mr.-, he decided to do something towards establishing an orphanage for the 

children whose parents were killed in the late massacre. After his return to Germany ho 
desired statistics us to the number of killed, orphans, &c., and Nazaret Effendi investigated 
the matter, writing a letter to Lepsius. A copy of this letter was seized when the police 
searched his house, and naturally made the officials provoked. There is nothing In the 
letter that is not strictly true, but the Government does not want the truth to be known, 
i should say that Mardiros, the son of the Nazaret Kffcndi above mentioned, has been 
imprisoned for having written from his father's dictation the letter referred to. 1 might 
also mention that the Dr. Lepsius above referred to contributed 200/. towards an Orphan 
Relief Fund. 

• In Anril 185-1.—W. 8. It 

[901] 2 X 
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•' Ap|ieaU for assistance are already coining in from surrounding villages, and it looks aa 
if there is to be much suffering during tlie coming winter. 

“I forgot to mention that two Germans, Messrs. Oberhammer and Znnmercr are 
surveying the region about Mcrshehr and Urgub in the interests of 1 rofcSsor Kiepcrt and 
of the Munich Geographical Society. After about a month s time they expect to settle at 
Talas for the winter. Their sympathies are pretty strongly Tu kisb, and thus fur hey 
have not been able to see that everything is not just as it should 
chosen to visit the region where no disturbances have taken place—Caesarea excepted 
and therefore have seen nothing but official smoothness and courtesy ; they c0 P cl “^* 
reports circulated ‘ by the English' in Europe arc all lies for political effect. If any have 
been killed, they were only Armenians who deserved it. ^ # 

How brilliant it is for a German to visit Koniah as a certain Count —-— did 

recently and on the strength of his ‘tour 1 to that one city, report that perfect quiet and 
prosperity prevails throughout^ the interior of Asia Minor. So Germany is ambitious to 

control this country, it seems t ” , , . 

I liave, ixc. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 185. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


\t*°'l ' Constantinople, November 8 , 1896. 

> WITH reference to my derpntch No. 883 of the 13th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of u telegram which 1 have received from 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput giving details of the niassacre at ^Lgliin. 

(Signed) mV ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 185. 

Pice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

(TclegraphicA Kharput, November 8,1896. 

FOLLOWING from an official who has investigated the Eghin disturbance. 

Owing to apprehension of Kurdish attack, most of Armenian male population 
went to quarter whore barracks are situated for protection. They were summoned thence 
to the Government House, and on their way there were attacked by troops assisted by 
Mussulmans; 1,500 m all were killed, of whom 200 were women and children. They 
gave no offence; there was no revolutionary movement whatever, and no powder magazine 
exploded. A few pistols and revolvers were found in the ruins of burnt houses, it is 
suggested that a European Commission should be sent to investigate. 


No. 186. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

My Lord ^ Constantinople, November 8, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 830 of tile Ttth ultimo on the subject of tlm 
proceedings of llio Extraordinary Tribunal for tho trial ol porsons connected with the 
recent disturbances in Constantinople, I hovo the honour to transmit to your Lordship 


L 
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herewith a further Table giving the names and number of persons sentenced, togethor 
with a Memorandum drawn up by Mr. Devey, commenting on tho nature of the case* 
heard and the character of the sentences passed. 

Your Lordship will obsorve that tho average sentence passed on Moslems is four 
months imprisonment, whoreas in the case of Armenians it is seven years; that only 
one Moslem who confessed li is guilt has been condemned to a long term of imprison¬ 
ment, and that none of the acts of violence committed by the mol) of rioters have 
met with adequate punishment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 186. 

Memorandum by Vice-Consul Deccy. 

OUT of some ninety-five cases which have now been before the^ Specnfi Court^I 
have had some knowledge of about seventy cases, and ma> have followed fort} 

of these throughout the hearing. honour to submit four weeks 

In continuation of some remarks that I had t . lio u a ( , K , Criminal Code 
ago, I will add that in the great majority or eases 1Ait.cles « J . 

employed in a khan) lias satisfactory J oX pi os i V cs with treasonable 

prisoners’ personal guilt of dischargmg ' “ o . , ' f llt 1h . admitted justified 

rLt?oTsfcaL a "Kuc uTk q M leTSn has formed the only exception by 

been condemned to fifteen years; and one #, So-and-so Khan, 

In extension of this prppo«t.ou a bomh lm" oITene.r construed 
a dozen liamals and others found inside. . • ^Vvonttrillv three or ('our arc 

Sftttasi* 

Brassassrs*. saa- ffe&w seas 

. 

punishment. sclUe uccs allotted to Armenians, I would mention the death 

sentence in vSVL ease, the sentences in the Krocker Hotel ease, and the 

5,,su i« 

impression that (here tad been a coalition among the Munnf sou an s 0 a'nig 

the evidence was quite insufficient for con- 
ViCti T1ie seditious papers found in Mirant’s possession should hardly have necessitated 

l,is »*r Krik r^\ax tr, rt& 

unfortunately, heard in my nbsoucc-tbc conviction was obtained on the evidence of 

° m ‘ '('have elsewhere referred to the murder charge against Bekir and Osman, who 
arc stated to have been acquitted. (Si-ned) G. P. DEVEY. 

Constantinople, November 5, 181)0. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 9;0.) 

My Lord, Therapia, November 9, 1896. 

IN reply to your Lordship’s despatch No. 327 of the 30th October, l have the 
honour to state that I have already caused representations to be made on the subject of 
the deplorable condition of the Armenians in the Fckc district of Kozan, and the 
inefficiency of the present Vali of Adana. 

I have not, however, succeeded in obtaining the removal of that official, but I will 
continue to press the matter on the attention of the Forte. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 188. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


My Lord, Therapia, November 11,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to call your Lordship's attention to the inclosed Memorandum 
by Air. Dcvoy, from which it appears that the injustice and partiality of the “ Special 
Court" are becoming more and more scandalous. 

Six Armenians were tried on a charge of killing soldiers by firing from the 
Soeietd Ottoman© Gdndrale, which is opposite the Ottoman Bank. It appears to have 
been clearly proved that the line of (ire was from the Ottoman Bank to the opposite 
side of the road, and witnesses testified that the accused had been under their imme¬ 
diate surveillance all the time of the disturbances, and had taken no part in them. 

Nevertheless, all the prisoners but one were condemned to death on the evidence 
of persons who arc said to have been too far off to he certain of the facts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 188. 

Memorandum of Proceedinys at the Special Court. 

MOVSftS was found guilty of firing on the troops on the fourth day of the dis¬ 
turbances, and condemned to fifteen years’ hard labour under Article 57. 

Garahed was acquitted unanimously of firing on troops on the 26th August near 
Galata Serai. Nine witnesses were examined, and it was established quite clearly that 
at the moment of the firing ho was with several others who had taken rofugo in a 
flower shop near the Pera Alutessariflik. 

The rest of the day was taken up with the Eugcuidcs Bank case (Society 
Ottomanc Gdncrale), sentence of death being passed on the five accused, Stepan, 
Urgiati, son of Markar, Roghos, Orgian, son of Mardiros, and Minas, tho sixth 
prisoner (a guest just arrived, and presumably a poor man), Agiah, being acquitted. 

The first mentioned was found guilty unanimously of firing and killing a zaptich, 
the others of firing, aud hence of sedition by majority. 

About a dozen witnesses, mostly for the defence, were heard, including several of 
the employes of the Society Ottomanc, but six witnesses gave evidence as to tho 
liriug and killing from the Societd Ottomano Bank. During my absence on one of 
the previous days of hearing of this case, it would appear that a gendarme, alongsido 
of his colleague killed, had specified Stepan as the murderer, so it was practically 
useless for M. Napoleone Capndanai (and others) to testify that the accused were 
under their immediate and dose surveillance all the time of tho disturbances. Tho 
defence run chiefly on the lines that the firing aud bomb throwing referred to was 
Irom the Imperial Ottoman Bank, and the lino of firing between the hank and tho 











stone stairs opposite nest to the SocitSttS Ottomanc clearly proved this; also that 
witnesses for the charge were too far oft to he certain as^to the facts.^ ^ , )EVEy 

Constantinople, November 1), 1S9G. 


So. 189. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

M Coufuloutial.) Therapio, November 11, 1890. 

' Till's French, Russian, and Austro-Hungarian Ambassadors have all been received 
in private audience by the Sultan in the course of the ast few days, the twolatter on the 
occasion of their departure on leave, while the Frcnch Ambassador wjes speeia y muted 
} )y His Majesty, who wished to converse with lnm about tho recent debak in the 1 rencl 

<:|Uln yh Gambon's audience was a long one, anil lie insisted much on the strong feeling 
in regard to recent events in Turkey shown in the interpellations addreMed to 
M Hanotaux, and the speeches delivered Irom diflerent sides of the Chamber. He 
dwelt mi the necessity of reforms, and warned the Sultan that if any further ."“ 8sa !L 
took place in Constantinople he must he prepared for European intervention. The 
Sultan, ns usual, gave unlimited ossurancos of Ins benevolent intentions, and o 

^StSBstS -» i. r i-»j- 

language of M. Cambon, which was of a kind that he had already frequently heard, lie 
appears to be persuaded that M. llanotaux 1 speech was on the whole favourable to h,s 
views, and that lie has nothing at present to fear from h ranee. 

M. dc Nclidow's audience only lasted a quarter ot an hour, and vvns biou-ht to> ail 
abrupt end by the Sultan, who appears to have been much disturbed by the Ambassador s 

lang His Majcsty had begun tho conversation by the usual complinients to the Emperor 
of Russia, and had expressed the hope that the latier would intrust M. de >6lid)w with 

Assurances of his friendship and support. „ M(i . 

The Ambassador, in his reply, said that he had no doubt of the Emperors friendly 
feelings towards the Sultan, but that circumstances had somewhat changed since ue naa 
last Been llis Majesty; that the Emperor had been visiting foreign capitals, and that the 
disturbances which have taken place in the Ottoman Empire, and which hud been 
a matter of concern to the Powers of Europe, hail formed the subject ol convcrsatmus 
which His Majesty bad held with foreign Sovereigns and statesmen. Ho (M dc Nelidoiv) 
was going to St. Petersburg!! in order to receive such instructions ns might be rendered 
necessary hyitbeae altered circumstances. 

The Sultan asked with unusual abruptness whether lie meant to convey Hint there 
was a concert of the Powers, and, if so, what was the object ol it l M. de Nolidow 
replied that he could not slate its precise nature until lie flail received the instructions 
which he was about to seek, hut that he could say this much, that.the view held m common 
hy'tlie Powers is llmt some course should he adopted that will bo litteil to protect their 
interests without indicting any damage on the Sultan or llis Empire. 

His Majesty seemed greatly troubled at these words,and remained silent tor several 
minutes, with his eyes fixed upon the ground. Then, with an effort, he made some 
,disci rations us to the Ambassador's journey, and brought the audience to a close. 

The Austrian Ambassador, who started to-day to escort Mmo. dc Calico to Cano, 
where she will spend the winter, and who intends to return in n fortnight, saw the 
Sultan yesterday. Nothing passed beyond an interchange ot polite speeches. I lie 
Sultan made many inquiries as to the health of the Emperor of Austria, the excellence 
of which he attributed to llis Majesty’s healthy mode of life. Hus led His Majesty to 
the remark that he also had always been equally careful, and that he is consequently in 
a perfect state of health. 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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No. 190. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 932.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople , November 11, 1896. 

I IIAV E the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from the Acting British’Consul at Angora reporting that the Government 
is settling Nogai Tartars in the district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 190. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 107.1 

S |r * # Angora , November 6, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that 300 families of Nogai Tartars— 
about l,f>00 souls—arrived here from Constantinople last night. It would appear that 
others are expected in the Course of a lew days. I need hardly point out that anything 
more inopportune—to use the mildest language possible—than such an invasion at this 
time of the year can hardly be imagined. The authorities have only just succeeded in 
establishing the horde of Circassians with which this vilayet was Hooded a year ago, and 
even now acts of pilfering, of which they arc the authors,' are constantly being reported. 
What will be done with these Tartars, who. I am informed, are evidently very poor, it is 
diiticult to say. 

One thing may be predicted with almost absolute certainty, and that is that the 
country all round Angora will, for the next six months at least, be quite unsafe cither for 
townspeople going out or country folk coming in. 

It must be acknowledged that Tartars have not the deservedly bad reputation of 
Circassians and Kurds, but what can he expected of some hundreds of semi-civilized men, 
who, being without resources, arc suddenly thrown, as it were, at the gates of a relatively 
flourishing town, and left to pick up a living as they can all through a long and, usually, 
severe winter ? 

If they do not cause endless trouble and annoyance it will, I consider, be very greatly 
to their credit. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 191. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 933.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 11, 1896. 

I IIA v L the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from Major Williams, British Vice-Consul at Van, reporting on the 
impracticability of carrying out reforms without money. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 101. 


Major Williams to Sit P. Currie. 

(No. 37.) 

Sir - , Pan, October 27, 1896. 

I HAN 1*. the honour to report that the Vali informs me that he is being strongly 
uig.d from Constantinople, presumably owing to pressure from tho Ambassadors, to 
immediately carry out the reorganization of the police force and the reformed system of 
naiiies. 

£ooi J 
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1 feel it, however, my duty to point out to your Excellency that these measures 
cannot he carried out under present circumstances. Owing to the impossibility ol paying 
or i veil rationing them, all the best men have left the police ; and until there is some 
prospect of pay being forthcoming, there is no likelihood of any Armenians being induced 
to serve. Even were they enlisted and paid regularly, the Armenian policemen would for 
some time he quite useless for any work oulsidc the town. What is required at the 
present time is such a reorganization of the existing police force ns will put at the disposal 
of the Vali a force of, sav, 200 good men, regularly paid, who can he trusted to deal with 
Hnv Kurdish raid on the Armenian villages. Even the maintenance of a small tort* like 
this is at present beyond the financial capacity of the province. I have constantly 
pointed out to vour Excellency the urgent need for money, but practically nothing has 
been done. A few small sums have been sent, which have not sufficed to pav the extra 
charges entailed by the recent increase in the garrison, the expenses of Shakir 1 ashas and 
other missions. Presumably, therefore, there is no money available. 1 lie truth of the 
matter is, that it is idle to talk of reforms unless they arc preceded by a thorough fmancisl 
reorganization of the Empire. Such a work can only be earned out by Europeans. The 
Vali himself, a most bigoted Mnhomtncdun, told me lie was convinced that this was the 
on i v wav of saving the 'situation, and that his experience here lmd shown linn clearly that 
his own countrymen were incapable of doing it themselves, lie suggested making use ol 
the existing machinery of the public debt and the Ottoman Bank. No one who has 
travelled in ibis country cun doubt the possibility ot putting the finances of the Govcrn- 
ment in a thoroughly sound state. Anatolia is one of the richest countries in the world, 
both as regards ils mineral and agricultural wealth. For instance, a few miles Iron. Van, 
me found both coal of good quality and petroleum, while the Lnkc ol Nan is a borax mine. 
Yet the few remaining forests arc being cut down for fuel, the cow-dung, instead of 
manuring the fields, is burnt, and oil is brought at great expense across the mountains 

lim " Hflakir Pnslin proposes to do away with the Vilayet of liitlis, and there is no doubt 
that efficiency and economy would both lie secured by the suppression ol some of the 
smaller viluvels. If his recommendation were carried out, 100,000/. would lie required to 
start the new Vilayet of Van in n proper maimer. The impetus given to trade, most of 
which is with Manchester, bv tile gradual payment of the nrreors of salary, would be 
enormous j and, under u proper Administration, this sum could easily he repaid in ten 
years even if it carried a high rule of interest. There con ha no doubt that this country 
i- very lightly taxed, hut Christian and Mahomntedmi ulike groan under the present 
system, and arc heartily sick of the swindling and thieving which have ruined the 
country. For the first time since 1 have been here can 1 see n little daylight uhcad. I he 
revolutionary movement appears to he scotched. The Turks, from highest to lowest, have 
felt tin- pine'll of poverty, mid begin to realize (hat their welfare is hound up will, that of 
tin- Armenian population. The revulsion of feeling is very marked here, now that there 
is no move danger of the revolutionists crossing the frontier this year. 

l! will, of course, he some time, even under the most favourable circumstances, before 
•he horrible events of the last year are forgotten. For it must ho remembered that the 
hmorant and now fanatical Mnhommedaiis of this country look at recent events from a 
mv different point of view to us Europeans. They would never have massacred all these 
innocent people if they had not been worked on with the cry of “ Islam in danger." I 
believe that real reforms would he received with acclamation by all sections of the popula¬ 
tion ■ education, mid the gradual spread of civilization ns the country is opened up, will do 
the rest. The real needs of the country ore not met by the scheme of reforms sanctioned 
l ist, year. I do not believe that if they were carried out to-morrow in their entirety that 
the position of the Armenian people would he materially improved. The first and most 
pressing need is money. This must be found at all costs, and in the near Inline, or all 
Hope for the regeneration of this country is nothing hut an idle dream. The Turkish 
Government, as at present constituted, is perfectly hopeless. But take atvay the finance, 
mid to some extent decentralize the Administration, and there is no reason wily the 
country should not settle down, and the recent terrible events he gradually forgotten. 
There can he no doubt that the fanatical outbreaks of the last year w ere largely due to the 
insensate and criminal actions of u lmiidful of revolutionaries, directed ami controlled by 
some Central Committee outside the country. The position was still further accentuated 
hv the extraordinary ideas which were prevalent among both Turks nod Armenians as to 
the attitude of England towards this movement, which had for its avowed object, not the 
execution of reforms, but the formation of a great Armenian State, embracing a large 
pot lion of Anutolin and portions of the Caucasus and Persia. I had several long conver¬ 
sations with the revolutionary leaders here in June last. The chief of the i'aalinak Society 
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told me that they had got up a revolution at Zeiloun with the idea that, being near the 
.\ editeii.mcun, England would have helped thorn. And he seemed much disconcerted 
when I told bun that we had no sympathy with anything of the kind, and that I had never 
even heard it suggested that wojshould do more than try and save those poor and misguided 
people from he consequences of them own folly. The Mouavin told me that he was told 
,y . m'ti ? llU; ,‘ 0l r p! ‘, rtv tIm . t , lu ’ " ould find Van flooded with English gold. I found 
myself the mo.-l extraordinary ideas prevalent among the Armenians here as to what 
England was prepared to do lor them I read Lord Salisbury’s Guildhall speech to some 
of the Notables, and they seem astonished when I told them that, as far as I knew, nothing 
more nor less was, or had been, intended. u o 

It is with great dillidc.icc that I have put forward these views, hut the extreme 
gravity ot the situation must be my warrant. c 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) NV. II. WILLIAMS. 


No. 102. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquees of Salisbury.—{Received November 19.) 

(No, 935.) 

r l\'] AVE tl ‘® l T n r° Ur l ?. for "' ard t0 y°“ r LordshipImreti’tltcopfof V’dispatch 
SiS'Zf ieSt;V ’ S Vice - Consul «* Diarbekir, reporting on the 

I have, &c 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 102. 

(No 00 ) Vice-Consul Ilulhcurd to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, 

Till] now TiVriL- Y A i.; n u, i it , Otarbekir, October 20. 1800. 

in the ulace of W,l ° ha8 1 tllk , cn ?. oraman <l of the division of Reserves 

«a=s 

year been transferred to Diarbekir though only te^^Iam to?/ ^ ‘ h “ 

MfW&gS 

ol- II,O f „ ” r T dj mu* d ir tllle , ll , o " 0ur lo p° int nut. cverthing depends on the attitude 

Jdtrie Ztt/ S h “ VC ' generally speaking, no hnpoLice as an element 
,;,V un ' e8s “OJ til the connivance of the authorities. 

On the other hand, the outlook for the Christian villagers is not very hrbrht 

setdto V Mw 8<M ? tr0yCd /, aU,U r lmve mos,| y neither animals fo, plm.ghing m.r 
scca to sow. A good many of the villages liavc new been partially rebuilt with relief 

WfiSs 'qq lch “ r r r‘ in " n ',° Unt ™ «• I* used in ® secS, &c!. f„, 1/ 

v 1° 11 ,C - 0,8t ? 11 18 tl,cro 18 not ,u «ch security for property of any sort in the 

*TheTut^HUeTher^hav °? thft Gov . cr . nmcnt oxc,ts itself lmt little to check them, 
me authorities here have been receiving strong orders lately to nut the “ rofnmw” 

I exec . ut i on » 1 ll,U8t confess that I fail to see what practical good they will do the 
x urd n. Ptnkaldy of just the class whose power it is most desirable to earmih 

55 » 

populations, the figures are 370,000 Moslems (who arc nearly all Kurds) to 
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i nr ft mutant# of more than three 

ICO,000 Christians (tnostly Aiincnians and Sj^n J. J^ c , )risti(m officials 

t„ one in favour of the Mnslom Tl.c >re scattcred together 

necessarily he very small, ope ) tcir - ltor ; n l| v . Consequently, 1 tear that the 
throughout the vilayet, ami no _scpnraUd to it ^ ^ , iave n somewhat similar 
appointment of a large number ol “ “ “ it „oul(l invest a uumher ot oca 

.X o «* *- ■" 

authority which they would lie certain to abuse, ( . ; s to U entirely in the hands of 

Moreover, as the adnumsuntion rf tlu** J *». 1(lca , officials, as the practical 
Ottoman officials, u scarcely seems ^"S'mWration at a lime of great impovciish- 
effect will he to increase the e*P™» 0 * «[ o “ d , J, t(mvinc cd that practical improvement 
ment, ami to widen the area J t l Government to appoint better official^ 

can only he effected by ^H&Kd Mut^arif. to exercise summary jurisdiction in 

and to give more power to lilt ' alia and , lm,ted to do justice, and it is 

criminal cases, as the judicial aull.onl Cl ’ nd ,,,, the appointment of hotter 

difficult for the poor to gel cvi.'cnee agaiffi^ wi „ a „ y practical good here. 

officials can ho secured, no aim I ( J avc |, a( i frequent occasion to criticize 

In Ibis province, besides the hall, Ar , r .,„i Maden and Mardin, the one 

unfavourably, there are two and ck .?,„ Kannakams, of whom perhaps 

verv corrupt, amt the othci 'tr> i . , i olliciats, and most ol whom exercise 

two or three would pass muster as re at c and Aghas. No doubt 

less practical authority m their jli» 1 • 111 1 , better men might lie found than 

as .<—.. — "* ” J 

real improvement in the administration. lmvc , ;* c . 

(Signed) C. M. HALLWARD. 


Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.-(Received November 19.) 

(No. 9.'t(i.) Constantinople, November hi, 1890. 

My Lord, . J4 s ,.r »i lc «th instant, t have the honour to 

WITH reference to my telegram No- . . . » ..umj, \ |, ave received from Her 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. li)3. 

Actiny Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 108.) Anyora, November 7, 1896. 

the honour to inform y'our bxeelleiics tlwt ! n f . ' ll0 ut 24 miles due 

the morning of the 30th ultimo in the village ol verek wmciw , 10W the affair 

south of Ctesareu. 1 have no certain in ormauon up I» P^nt ^ the 

originated, though one account, has it h. t ' Wng 0 'f the roads, while here 

impressment by the local authorities o h lion crs or te rep ™6 » T hc Turkish 

it is currently reported that a lire “^‘tlnt a\ 5 S preparing to attack 

version would appear to he to the effect th, 11» ha«d ol Ai^ani in _ 4im| of the project 
ihe mosques on the day in ipicstum "id*die acgrelsors l.y rushing out of the 

proceeded to turn the tables on he (alleged) Ln The latter part of 

•rllS'slif SMy ^oa:;;^o,rtyr'S’r:.i>:rt^!iro\,’rt^ iuM 

half-way between Ihc two statements. 


181 


I have no information as to the number of the wounded. 

The number of houses burned, say the Turks, was about forty, whereas the 
Armenians declare that not only were sixty houses burnt to the ground, but from thirty 
to forty shops were looted. 

Judging from reliable information received from Caesarea, I am inclined to believe 
that the massacre was planned beforehand, because the majority of those who took part in 
it—Turks, Circassians, and Avshar Kurds—came from outside. It is even averred that a 
considerable proportion of the attacking party had hidden themselves in the town over 
night so as to be ready for the work of slaughter and destruction on the following day. 
Moreover, the attack was, it seems, commenced simultaneously from without and from 
within, many Turks coming from the village of Develi, which lies just below Everek. 

The authorities appear to have made a faint, but most ineffectual, attempt to put 
down the movement, the number of zaptiehs available for the purpose being ludicrously 
inadequate. 

As soon as the news of the massacre reached Caesarea, thirty zaptiehs, under the 
command of tiie Tabour Aghassi (sandjak), Commander of Gendarmerie, were dispatched 
to Everek at once, being followed, after a short interval, bv a company of infantry, but 
unfortunately they arrived too late. 

1 he Kaimnkam ot Everek has the reputation of being an exceedingly harsh and 
brutal man, most unmercifully extortionate in the matter of tax collecting. In this latter 
respect, however, he is, probably, only obeying the orders of his superiors. 

I am given to understand that the Vali, who, as I informed your Excellency in my 
despatch No. 9» of the 19th ultimo, is now on his annual tour of inspection, arrived in 
Cajsarca on the very day on which the massacre took place, but of course it was took 
late then to take any effectual steps to prevent its occurrence, or even to moderate the 
fury of its authors. 

I sliull report again to your Excellency on this subject as soon as I obtain further 
reliable details. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 

—1 should say that Everek is a large village; it might even be styled a small 

town. 

W. S. R. 


No. 194. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 937.) 

% k°rd» ^ Constantinople , November 11, 1896. 

I HAY E the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from the British Vice-Consul at Van reporting on forced conversions in 
that district. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 194. 


(No. 36.) 


Major Williams lo Sir P. Currie. 


ur > .xt a. « w ,, „ , , , P an, October 25, 1890. 

IN the “ Weekly limes ot the 2nd October, p. 60S, it is stated that the Duke of 
\V CBtminatcr received the following telegram from an authoritative source 


. . . Over 10,000 forced converts to 


“ Philippopoli, September 2. 
Islam round Van.” 


25, 1896. 


I was much astonished at these figures, which 1 know to he a gross exaggeration. 
However, to make sure, I took the opportunity of a visit to the Acting Catholicos of 
Akhtarnar, who is also acting temporarily ns Bishop of Van, to ask him for the numbers 
according to the lists in his possession. After a careful examination he informed me 
l. 001 J 3 A 
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, w mimKer was under 1,000. My own idea was that it was rather less. 1 am 
, ti 'rnmpd with this question, which is, however, an extremely difficult and 
the matter 0) ’the notice'of Shakir Pasha during hi, recent visit 
here, and 1 iiavc not ceased to urge on the local authorities the .muortauco of tins matter 

a " d ’ lV^ush h'owever^not^hc'snpiwscd tliat these people have been duly converted and 
accented a, Mnhommednns. Most of them Iiavc merely put on the turban, though, in 
some cases they are carefully watched by their Mnhonnncdan neighbours to guard against 
backsliding * Order, have been received from the Grand Ymer that conversions arc on 
account to lie accepted in the present state of the province. 1 only know of three 
cases* tw'iyounw women who have married Turks, and a man who insisted on being 
accented ami lie lias been sent away for a month before Ins name, &c., is changed. It 
is extremely easy to get those who have nominally embraced [slam, in fear ot their lives, 
l e-made Christians, 1ml it is not so easy to secure their protection after their re-convcr.sio,,. 
Much may, however, he done, and much is done, in a quiet and ostentatious manner, so 
., K *o avoid excitinsr the more fanatical Muhommcdans. . ...... 

There is however, a danger which must not he lost sight of, and that is an mdefimte 
continuance of the present state of impotence to which the Government has been 
reduced through want of funds, in which case many of these so-called converts would be 
.anally obliged by their neighbours to go through the various ceremonies oi accepta- 
\ Pa, iic • and from this point of view it would, perhaps, be their wisest course. The 
one tiling that can prevent this is money. The gendarmerie practically no longer exists. 
Ii your Excellency could get 20,000b, or even 10,000/., sent here at once, all these 
difficulties would disappear. The revolution is, 1 believe, dead here. Everything is 
favourable to a fresh start, and it seems hard that for a paltry sum like this a whole 
population is to suffer. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) W. H. WILLIAMS. 


No. 11)5. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Rercired Nor ember 19.) 


M^° ! ^ rd*^ Constantinople , November 11, 1890. 

‘ ' WITH reference to my despatch No. 860 of the 21st ultimo, 1 Iiavc the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of n despatch which I have received Irom Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Damascus reporting on the outbreak in the Hnumn, and the pioceedings 
of Abdullah Pashn. , lmve _ &c . 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc in No. 11)5. 

Consul Eyres lo Sir /\ Currie. 

(No. 41.) Damascus, October 28, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 13 of the Util instant, and previous corre- 
spondcncc relative to the Hainan disturbances, I huve the honour to iep°|;t> h>‘ >° l,p 
Excellency's information, that discord still prevails between the Muslin, the Commssion 
and the Vali. The Musliir is credited with tlie desire ol settling the question without 
further resort to force, if possible, and the Vali lately put before ‘ kt 
Council a Muzbata procured by himself and signed by certain llnurani Miwleins, stat ng 
Hint thev were in fear of the Druses, and that unless the Druses were crushed, tilt) would 
always be a danger to the Moslems and the Government, 1 lie Council, however, refused 
to indorse lids Mazbntu, and the Vali was therefore unable to effect bis purpose ol 
informing the Sublime Porte that the Moslems of tins district desired the forcible repression 
or extermination of the Druses. , .. _j ,i lft 

The latest news from the llnuran is to the effect that the Muslin sumuio led tlie 
leaders ot the llnurani Moslems and demanded of them that they should submit to military 
conscription, payment of tithes, and registration of lands. Hitherto, the Hauraiin. have 
paid the military exemption tax, and u lixed sum in lieu of tithes, while their lands nre 
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only very partially registered. They answered that military service would he their ruin as 
they would be unable to cultivate their lands and defend themselves against their enemies • 
that they had placed 9,(MO camels at the service of the Government for military transport! 
and that all had perished I hey were, being thus impoverished, unable to pay registration 
fees. 1 lie Mushir did not press tlie matter further. 1 3 

•r, , S , iv Y- D a" SC Sl |' ei , kl e o™ invitcd . to »PP*»r »t Suedah, and fourteen complied. 
The Mushir demanded of them 900 conscripts to replace tlie soldiers killed at Orman, and 
the restitution ol 3,600 Martini rifles and u number of horses, mules, &c. The Druses 
promised to give a reply by the end of this month. Of the Sheikhs, four were detained by 
the .Mushir, two ol them being of the number of those who had returned from Rhodes 
I h.s measure is likely to have a bail effect on the rest of the Druses, and the news that the 
Muslin hnd moved ti oops up to Orman will not improve the outlook. 

a,so » the Mushir has desired the Commission to withdraw the Report thev 
had made to .lie Sublime Porte, ns it was not founded on facts. ^ 

Sixteen officers Iiavc been arrested for misconduct of the battle of Shaba, which »oes 
to prove that the troops were detected there, contrary to tlie official statements, which made 

disiMrei ° 11 * 1,10 *«-. - > w 

29t„ is&'sszti! » nd 700 ° f the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 


No. 196. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 19.) 

(No. 939.) 

M\ Constantinople November 11, 1896. 

1 ru reference to Mr. Herbert’s despatch No. 515 of tlie 9th July, I have the 
honour to report that Ennis Pasha, whose administration of Dinrbekir has been the 
eauso of repeated representations by the Six Powers to the Porte, has at last been 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 197. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—{Received November 19 ) 

(No. 910.) 

’ i MAVe the hOMiir to tWd to your UH8h^re™i7tllt™’or“d«pVt’etWhiol. 

- k„. .,J, ,t. StftSS 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 197. 

( No ^ Pice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, 

llunr way o their homes. I he majority of these men performed the journey tie „ Sa ns'oun 

zsit&szxxzasiiz -.- ,a z z%sz 

fail to accentuate the general destitution and need ' ’ lho,r am ' nl rannot 
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A party of eleven men from oTthc?/ cbthing^s'wcll’as of 

;tuiulT,o^^r y r .l 0 di;: t Xn, w— « «* *. *« —* 

zaptiehs, who made no effort, to protect, them. 

(Signed)' ’ RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 198. 

Mr. Milhunke to the Marquee of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 340. Very Confidential.) Vienna, November 1, 1S91L 

M> 'uaVINC had tlic honour to receive your Lordship’s tclegrarna Nos^ 1 ‘vers.-etiou 

„*o»——o— 

myself to allow the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador to join Ins colleagues )ic 

stantiuoplo in consulting upon the question and as to the course o «. P » , 

had the most decided ohiertion to the Ambassador taking lin dcr- 

should such extreme measures he found to he neccssai). 1 • t , - c tlie p ovrcr8 

he far hotter that no further action should he initiated at dll, for otlu 
would merely become a laughing-stock to all the world. . . < • . will 

On the other hand, were the Powers to agree upon tb ® l’ f u," f actuf 1 Adoption 

;!,r^ 

E^iS, t«^23MUE SS.iT Agf «* 

to'hopcthM thoTiomof the Cabinet of St. Petersburg!, in regard to an energe.te pol.ey 

in ’ |,, S^3:Sir1:^; ,, |hr ,lm reform of the financial .ultninistration 
of Turkey, (lounl Goluchowski remarked that the financial .question nnturally wmc . ndci 
the whole question of reform, as contained ... you. Lordships propo als He "as qn o 
readv to give his assent to its discussion, but upon the condition that the financial 
reforms nroiwsed by Russia ivoro seriously intonded, hut ho told me Iranklj that ho 
should have the »rentcst objection to countenancing any such project it it i.nsinercy 
meant to'serve llte ftorosls of Paris bankers, and to enable them to make great 

fi "a"]!efore'concluding his remarks, Count Goluchowski alluded to M. Hanotaux and his 
recent speech saving that he appeared to he rather sanguine, and to he sufloring from 
the illusion that M. Ohichkine was completely under his influence and that ol the 1'tcncl 

Governm01>t ' I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH M1LI1ANKK. 
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No. 199. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 351. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, Vienna, November 12, 1898. 

UUJUHb the conversation which 1 recently had with Count Nigra, recorded in my 
despatch No. ofti ot the 8th instant, his Excellency, having alluded to your Lordship's 
proposals lor the introduction of reforms in the administration of Turkey, said that even 
it the Russian Government should agree to the discussion of the reforms, lie could not 
bring l.nnsvlt to believe that they would ever give their consent to the execution 
or measures of coercion against the Porte, should such he found to he necessary. 

A similar remark was made to me by M. do Knllay, upon whom I called a day or 
two later, and who, after repeating his belief that the introduction of reforms upon a 
European model m I urkey was impossible of realization, went on to say that, in his 
opinio., -though lie hoped he might he mistaken- -Russia--would never agree to any 
such measures. She might, indeed, consent to their discussion, but even if they should 
he decided upon by all the Powers, she would always find means to prevent their execu¬ 
tion. lie could not blame Russia for such a policy, for it was manifestly in their interest 
to keep the : urkish Empire in u stale of fermentation until the momen. when she could 
step in unhampered by any arrangement with the other Powers, hut iie firmly believed 
that this was the object of the Russian Government, from which they would ‘not allow 
themselves to he diverted. 

Y' Nulluy then proceeded to express his opinion Hint nothing .vns to be 
expected Iron, the joint notion of the Great Powers. Up to the present nothing had 
been achieved ; the reforms m Armenia were a dead letter, while even ns regards Crete 
matters were Mill far from being settled. The only result, in short, which had been 
obtained by the so-called nnnnnmty of the Powers, had been to throw the Sultan into the 
arms ot Russia. 

The only solution of the Turkish difficulties, SI. dc Kalliiy went on to say, would he 
Hint they should be taken m hand by one Power alone, or perhaps in co-operation with 
one other ewer. It tor example, an agreement were to he come to between Russia and 
England, or, again, between Russia and Austria, it was reasonable to suppose that the 
remaining countries would be unable to withhold their assent, hut from the action 01 
the united I owers together never would any satisfactory result he obtained. 

Upon my remarking that it ivms generally admitted that any such isolated action 
might lead to n European war, his Excellency replied that he did not believe it, and that 
on the contrary, the perpetual conferences between the Powers, or the eventuality of a 
Congress to settle the Eastern question, would bo far more likclv, sooner or later, to 
raise a general conflagration. 

M. do Kalliiy asked me, of course, to look upon his remarks ns » private conveys,-i- 
Imn between lnends, adding that he had nothing to do with the direction of foreign 
atiairs; at the same ume, he bogged me not to regard what he had said us the views of 
n mere idealist hut, on llio contrary, as those of a man who bail considerable 
acquaintance with affairs m the East, and continued to devote the closest attention to 
their development. 

1 have, &c, 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 200. 

Mr. Milbnnlte to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 355.) 

My Eertl Vienna, November 13, 1898, 

DURING a visit which I paid yesterday to Count Goluolioivski. his Excellency 
mlormcd me that he had received no further nous icspocling the proposed conferences 
ot the Ambassadors at Constantinople on the subject of reforms to he introduced in the 
administration ol turkey, and that lie had heard nothing from the Russian Government 
)n regard to their project for taking in hand the financial question Ifo was therefore 
nailing lor further information, and, in the meantime, Baron Calico Imd loft Coin 
stnntiliople tor about ton days in order to accompany his family to Egypt. 

t- W1 J ' 3 It 
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Count Goludiowski then went on to nlluile to jour Lordship’s speech at the 
Guildlmll, and spoke in ternia of Kront satisfaction at jour remarks upon the necessity of 
unanimitj on the part of all the Powers, adding that, in Ins opinion, jour Lordship had 
acted very rightly in stating in plain terms that Her Majesty's Government saw no cause 
for relinquishing any territory nt present occupied by Great Britain. His Excellency 
concluded by saving that be bad just received n telegram from St. Petersburg)!, stating 
that in Russia, too, your Lordship’s speech had made a very favourable impression. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 201. 

Mr. Milbanlie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 362. Confidential.) ir , arm 

Mv Lord. rtnmn, November 10, loWti. 

' COUNT SZRCSUN, one of the llndcr-Secretories at the Ministry for Foreign 
\ Hairs ivitoni 1 aw this afternoon, told me that a telegram had been received from the 
\nstrinn Chargii d’Aflhires at St. Petersburg!, to the effect that M. Witte, the Russian 
Minister of Finance, was opposed to the French propositions for reorganizing the 
financial administration of Turkey. He did not know upon what ground Hie objections 
of the Russian Finance Minister were based, and could only attribute them to the fact 
that such a reorganization, if duly carried out, would go further to improve the general 
condition of the Ottoman Empire than was probably wished for by the Russian 
Government, for it was evident that Russia’s real desire was to see the situation in 
Turkov gradually drift on irom bad to worse. , , , , 

Reverting to the proposals of financial reforms, Count Szecscu repeated what laid 
already been said to me by Count Goludiowski, that lie hardly saw how the Sultan was 
lo he induced to consent to such reforms being really carried out without I lie threat, nt 
[east, of recourse being had to coercion, 6botlld His Majesty prove recalcitrant. Russia, 
however, would, lie thought, never agree to exorcising pressure of this kind, and he was 
consequently far from sanguine ns to any satisfactory result being obtained. 

Count Szccsen, independently of the position ho holds at the Ministry, is on terms 
of particular intimacy with Count Goludiowski, and the views lie expresses may therefore 
lie taken as accurately representing those ot his official chief. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH Mil.RANKE. 


No. 202. 

Sir Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received November 1!).) 

(No. 468.) 

(Tclegmpliic.) P. Constantinople, November It), 1806, 6*40 I'.M. 

THE Extraordinary Tribunal, which was instituted for the purpose of trying 
those implicated in the recent disturbances, lias been dissolved, its last sentence was 
,1110 „f death on tile Bishop of llasskcni. Its decisions arc to lx- revised by the Court 
of Cassation. 


No. 203. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received November 10.) 

(No. 470.) 

(Tete'-raphic.) P. Constantinople, November 10, 1800, 7 r.M. 

Tlie Armenian National Assembly lias elected Mgr. Ornuiniau, a Prelate of 
moderate views, us Patriarch. The revision of the Organic Statute of tlio 
Patriarchate, commonly called the Armenian Constitution, lias also beon accepted 
in principle by thorn. 


Sir P. a 
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No. 204. 

urrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 20.) 

(No. 472.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 20, 1800, 11 15 A. si. 

M Pin reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 223 of the 10th instant. 

Figures obtained by the Trench Embassy show that since Hie disorders which 
took place hero m August 231 Armenians have been tried by the Extraordinary 
Tribunal, of whom 17 were condemned to death, 00 to imprisonment with hard labour 
or to perpetual imprisonment in a fortress, 10 to various terms of imprisonment, and 
l.lo acquitted. During the same period 132 Mussulmans liavo been brought before 
tlie Irihuniii, of whom 78 were sentenced to a few months’ imprisonment, ono 
condemned to fifteen years imprisonment for murder, and tlie rest acquitted. 

ilitf Sultan lias ordered that the sentences which the Extraordinary Tribunal 
passed on Monday should hi* cancelled, including the condemnation of the Bishop of 
llasskcni. " 1 

I also hear from the 1- reach Embassy that 265 Armenians arc now in prison in 
Constantinople, ten of whom are women; (hey arc charged with being implicated in 
the last outbreak. The Palace has promised that they shall he spcedilv tried bv tho 
ordinary Tribunals. 


No. 20b. 

Mr. Milbunke lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 20.) 

(No. 100.) 

(^ clt ;Sf?!s * C ’) Vienna, November 20, 1890. 

Ill I, information contained in your Lordship's telegrams Nos. 180 and 181 has 
also been received by Count Goludiowski. 

Mis Excellency, while not surprised at the unwillingness of Russia to agree to 
coercive measures, himself insists on the inutility of pressing for further reforms upon 
the Sujtan, until a previous understanding has been come to bv the Powers that their 
execution will be enforced. 


No. 20G. 

Mr. Gosselin to the Marquess oj Salisbury.—(Ileceived November 21.) 

(No. 357. Confidential.) 

My Lord, ^ Paris , November 19,1890. 

T CALLED yesterday afternoon on M. llanotaux. 

Ill’s Excellency said be had received a telegram from M. Carnbou, stating that 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador had already carried out your Lordship’s instruction, and 
had urged the Porte to execute the reforms promised *l>y tlie. Sultan, and lie begged mo 
to express to your Lordship his thanks for the timely assistance thus rendered by Sir 
Philip Currie to his French colleague. 

Pointing to a paper lying on his table, M. llanotaux said that it was a copy of 
the Trade, authorizing the closing of the Extraordinary Tribunal, and he hoped to hear 
within the next twenty-four hours that the door of this dangerous Court had been 
finally closed, and that the legal procedure at Constantinople would he put once more 
on a normal footing. 

He had further received satisfactory information as to tho liberation of Armenians 
detained in prison. Out of some 1,900 prisoners, all except sixty had now been set at 
liberty. 

Steps wore already boing taken for tin; election of the Armenian Patriarch; and 
M. Gamboa had been instructed to do all that was possible to insist on the due 
execution of the other concessions promised by tho Sultan. 

It M. Cam boil’s endeavours in this direction arc cordially supported by all tho 
olher Representatives, M. llanotaux lias every hope that these reforms will he. 
adequately carried out, and tho “bleeding wounds" of Turkey staunched. This, ho 
said, was the pressing and immediate duty of all tlie Powers. 
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instant. . . , 4 » ■ «.««. waiting to hear what the Powers, and 

M. Hanotaux said that as to this \\l “ IIor Majesty’s Government 

especially your l.orlsliip. had *««*> . rv ' t ulons-li a scheme of - reform, hut, to his 

hail made most praiseworthy e^oits o eriy t l , , , vas uot going to retire to 

regret, without any great success. lie hoped that ^ ^ , )ci mal i,, by 

her tent, and merely look on ns a spccl. «. •> a #u tho Powers in 
Frirn-e but would cordially co-operate with tins iouuiin 

carrying through their oommon programme tll:ul Her Majesty's 

, assured II. Humdaux tt». m «■>« instructions in this sense, ns he 

Ambassador to see the refoinu ■ . forwarded to his Excellency. 

himself knew, hud quite recently lieoi . . w!|s most al)X ious that none of the 

M, Hanotaux replied this was i,; s Maiestv prove liis good- 

Powers should advtu.ee the Sultan the snmUcst j l ^ toTcaUon. 

will and earnestness uiewrutuigtlio pioin .v. ' I “ irin vlult n0W s he had received 

This remark gave me an "1*11 " j j| J the Russian Government ou tlie 

from Count do Montebello with regnul to the '«.» 

proposed llnancinl operations. ,, t j lucc t | 10 Russifif Government 

iyi—SK~5 “ -“■< .* 

of a emdoiuiaiiun should lie set up at j .fathered, however, that lie is 

From the whole tone of hw Excel‘ ^"“hn,movement in the stale of the 

(Signed) ’ -MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


No. 2(17. 

Sir Currie to |ie Marquess of Saiisburg.~>(R>S7i'jril November 21.) 

(No. -t71.) Constantinople, November 21,189(1, Till) r.M. 

«-* **" for 

-° "Sokirf^ln prison, of whom 12 are condemned and t acquitted in duly, hut 
still detained. _ 


No. 208. 

Sir iV. O 1 Conor to the Mnniue.es of Salisbury. (Received November -8.) 

(No. 252.) Petersburg!!, November 12,18911. 

Mv I/a'd, . v. I*. ,,f the Otli instant, 1 have lli<‘ 

Wmi reference to Mr. Gosehoistolcgr.u )n( , ' 00n adcntiullv last night that his 

honour to report that Count doMwlobc ™ , „ t 6 l 10 uld present in 

sudden velum was due ostensibly to the i i siiuw 1m! a U wanted 

person his letter thanking the Emperor foi his .sit to Iran=G ^ (>f M Jo N(Slidoff ' 8 
him to report how matters slood l 'J‘V , j ! ^ off ^ as summoned to give the Emperor 

sUS.txife*; 1 ? ' : y*y aar attAX»at 

possible successor. . .1 wRnpptin" tb <5 extension of the sphere 

of WW."" ,UoU8ht *'“• oWot 


ISO 


ditliculty was the appointment of a Russian Delegate, which would not be overcome 
apparently by even including therein the war indemnity duo to Russia, as M. Matte 
was strongly opposed to it under any conditions. 

Although Count do Montebello did not say so, it is gencrallv believed that 
M. do Nelidoffis also opposed to the appointment of a Russian Delegate, and that the 
object of the French Vmhassador's hurried return is to; counteract ns far ns possible 
the influence ol both the Minister , f Finance and M. do NdlidofT in this respect. 

M. ile Montebello was received in private audience bv the Emperor on the 
10th instant, hut. he did not allude to the subject during our conversation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N P„ O'CONOR. 


No. 209. 

Sir N. O'Couor to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Uccehei November 23.) 

(No. 253. Confidential.) 

" ' VTi’ivw i , i , ,, , St. Peterslmn/h, November 12,1890. 

V„Vvr m - -!', ' a ‘ . " mou1 ' t0 n 'I 10rt your lordship hv telegraph the 
substance of M. Cluelikmes reply lo your Lordship's proposal of the 20th ultimo. 

,S2fe5,5 ' C b ;' r T his , Kwelleiiey, 1 said that 1 hoped his assurances of 

tin pleasure with which lie had read your Lordship’s Guildhall speech would tend to 

JdrawvnRn'! t i ,0 | ,,1 Tf' 11 '."/T 0 ’? 1 ' " ]|i< ' h was - me*. very little'different from the 
olisu \ations no bad himself made to me on various occasions. 

untndJInf 8 # . 1) ? 1 . i< - V( ' < J‘ ^o mcrc &ict that the Powcrswcro acting together would ho 
suflloient to frighten the Sultan into compliance with any reasonable demands without 
w^oto n^urc^ yMr Lordship would he only too pleased, hut, a( the 

rn Ot 1,0 ... 1" have lost all faith in the Sultan’s 

flmC *1 o-’ ■ 10 i■ vc,>a '>'■w ritten, and to ho of opinion that, unless he really knew 

dmm In, ' )U0 " ! 'w attended with serious consequences, nothing would he 

, 1 ,l .° l'«wre»s mm e As regards his fear that the threat of coorcitivo measures 
o ih wvakeui U'e authority ol the Sultan, he had admitted that his authority was so 

c™ s , ;,',' Vl T " S ' r" b, r su H> oots . u,at >«• ^d been able to stop tho massacre at 

Constantinople, and to restore order wittiout tbe slightest diflioiiltv when lie thought 

?bS?, m '" ht ^ al, 8® r . Ills T b ~ no : 11 ,lil1 »*t seem, therefore, probable that 
it, I l u ;°l ,l,sal wonld seriously loosen his authority. On the contrary, I 

til night there »» far more danger of a series of fresh outrages if the Powers did'not 
gg »*'''»«>'»“«>•* a '»l mmrgelie action, f earnestly hoped, therefore, that his 

to hr e. ,'lu ,t/i l'Tf ”‘ } ? llr rd 1 l "I! ? I ,ro ! ,osal »ot only in the light of contributing 
t brm 0 about a hotter and most valuable understanding hetweeu England and Russia 
m regard to a hurs m the Hast, hut also as opening possibly the roa.l to a praeS 
solution of this vexed qUMtion Compatible with tlm interests ns well as with the 

civilizing mission ol the united Rowers. 

M. Chiehkine admitted that, in point, of fact, there was now no great divergence 
o MOWS between the two Governments, hut at tho same time he could not agree, at 
measures' 1 ^ momcnt a !1 ( ' vo " ts > to tllu employ meiit, even conditionally, of cocroitivo 

seem!! >0t "n" r *> Hia Excellency further for the moment, as he 
su na I to ho well disposed towariLs the proposal, yet lo be haunted by the fear that its 
acceptance w-ou d not bo well received in tlm country, or that perhaps'it, w as not on tim 
clTly M^Sribte! |K " 1 ' " " C ‘ h ° lmJ instl ' udt ' 11 - wishes to follow as 

ini. ■' vic '' d ! u-il 5 ll,u i ;®"'ersalion he referred to old scores, and tried to enter 

into u Ihsuissum ns to the anti-Russian policy of England for the last thirty vears 

evm.e"enwi 'V.T ’ mvnriahly treated the Russians “com,no dos velours’’’ 

iii i cornel oi im; onrtti. 

lead n'toilE m ^'1?" <“ "'is ground, which could only, I said, 

ha, us liuthen lioni tho matter in hand. He gradually calmed down, however, ami 
ol state “'owotllwd. nnd that ho was neither Secretary nor Untie,-Secretary 

Before leaving I endeavoured to f„„l out whether he had received dolluite instruc¬ 
tions rrotn. the Emperor since Mr. Gosoheu had flrat mentioned the proposal lo him 
L J 3 0 
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, . „ rd T c0U ui only conclude that His reply ought not to bo 
but 1 » as not very successful, and 1 eouiu m. 
taken as yet as absolutely final. i have, &c. 

(Signed) X. «• O COX Oil. 


No. 210. 

Sir N. 0*Conor ,o tho Morgue* of SoliMfW ( R «« W ^ 

(No. 200.) g(. Petersburg/,, Nortmber 18, 1890. 

Mv liOrd, . . . -vitli M Cbiebkiue on the 10th instant to lead 

• l TOOK advantage ol :m n'torri 1 -)' , , " \„ 195 of the 13tli instant. . 

to Him the substance ot your 1/mlstoji) 111 1 „ r tlshin’s areumenl* replying 

His Excellency hartlly attcn>I>'«'to »JJ S () ; ( rliai , s the proposal was probably 
to -his previous remarks, and seemed to adn^O Q ‘ ,fc e Sultan. Hul as 
the only effectual means of put mg . vca ,l English as easily as Russian 

he had an audience next morning, • >«' ,llc Ln^ u .l ogroI n, and would let 

he would like to give Ills 1 • ins'rcnucst. 1 sent him Hie same evening a 

me know the result. Ia comp anwairt ]s 1)is u8Ua l reception day. lie 

paraphrase ol it, and called this. , ’ fully yom* Lordship s telegram, but 

infnrmeil me that the Emperor hadI lead U.r^ u eooreive measures against 

that he had told him R was X oUicr^bsolute Sovereign in Hurope, it 

the Sultan, and that as lie was him. . Sultan's authority. . 

was still mure difficult to strike in : i thought most likely to he cileelive lor 

As l had already used such argument- . h«> o VOHr i, or dship had made it a 

the desired end, and had pointed out thatMho » t R . , , Ambassadors 

stipulation that the reforms W' 1 ™."". the option of objecting to any special 
before coming into .■■xecution. Ml I 1 'J ( 1 did not attempt to continue lie 

| “ «•. 

..r'-'tnSS-'sic.— 1 asses* 1 '™" 

proposal resjieeting the Ottoman M eht ‘'';^ ulUia t,,„ way of its 

M. Chiehkme replied hat f^leir through, 

execution that this proposal liad, He was niraic, j &c 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 


No. 211. 

sir N. O'Conor to | Morgues. of Solioburg.-^coivod Norm her 23.) 

(No. 201.) s/ . Petersburg/,, November 18,1806. 

Mv Lord, ,•*«., nwW nHn» despatch reporting the rolusai 

• WITH reference to mv inniuiUatelj preewi p I , ,‘ f lll0 20th ultimo, 
of the Russian Government to nccept yonr U V 1 hoen attained by the 

there .ha s not seem to bo. nmeh rtouht « « ^ wit h him tl.c idea that U is 

pressure of the Minister of } ""£ ' sUmtinopie to he placed under an European 

lint in the interest of Russia to all"■ t- | m hrouglit to hear to upset the. 

^ Mi..'which only ten days ago M. Ch.chk.ne 

had also been received hv the lv mijO « “ •j ', is hiion that he did not think 

ami of the French proposal, and a J r >‘'-e^U ^1 the sitlmlio „. (In the other 

either of them would be f»iM» “ ,,, , n,wauls this object, and appeared 

I,and. lie did not seem to know "«t™ ,, pmlUK .,. „ fanatical outbreak mi the 

A» —.- * - 
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Sultan, and (o hope from day to day lor an improved state of things, lie believt d 
that a complete convulsion throughout the Ottoman Empire was imminent, and 
probably inevitable, and that no steps the Powers took short, of the most drastic 
measures would prevent this cataclysm. 

Looking upon this as inevitable, he thought the wisest thing for the Powers to do 
would he to consult together as to the stops to he taken when the decomposition 
which lie foresees is complete and the crisis arrives. Ho is not sanguine, however, 
that any of the Powers will he willing to tackle this questiou beforehand, or until 
the development of events forces it upon them. But lie sees no other course, and ho 
oan only hope that his views of the situation of affairs, which arc entirely personal, 
will bo falsified. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


No. 212. 

Sir N. O'Covor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receircd November 23.) 

(No. 203.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburg //, November 10,189G. 

I 11AVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a translation by 
Mr. Michcll of an article which appeared in the “ 8t. Pctcrsburgh Gazette ” last week 
criticizing, in a hostile spirit, the French proposal for the appointment of a Russian 
Representative to the Council of the Ottoman Public Debt. The writer declares that, 
the establishment of an international control over Turkish finances would only benefit; 
Jewish hankers, and that Russia, though nominally gaining annually an increased 
sum from the Turkish war indemnity, would eventually be a loser, as she would 
sacrifice her independence as regards Turkey, for which sh<> has so long struggled. 

Russian diplomacy has now succeeded in isolating Turkey from the other Powers, 
and it is to Russia she must now turn. The article concludes by saying that if Turkey 
is created into a State embodying European interests, Russia will have to encounter in 
the Straits not Turkey alone hut Europe, ns was the case in 1853. 

The article has attracted considerable importance, ns it is said to have been 
inspired by M. do Witte. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 212. 

Extract from the “ St. Pctcrsburgh Gazelle” of November 1 (13), 1800. 
(Translation.) 

SMALL paragraphs have within the last few days appeared in the press, especially 
in the French newspapers, to the effect Hint Russia lias consented to appoint a Repre¬ 
sentative to the Council of the Ottoman Debt, at Constantinople. 

It would at first sight appear as if such an appointment is desirable, and that the 
influence of Russia on Turkish affairs would by such means bo increased. 

The European press endeavours to represent the matter in this very light, 
declaring at the same time that all the ills of Turkey proceed from her impecuniosity, 
and that the salvation of Turkey depends alone on the proper organization of her 
finances. 

In order to attain this end, the necessity is suggested of taking in hand the 
financial administration of the country, the natural riches of which are so great that 
their judicious exploitation would completely remove the threatening danger of the 
final dissolution of Turkey. 

Let us consider, however, what tho assumption of the financial administration of 
the Turkish Empire really means. It signifies the establishment of international 
control oyer Turkish finances (as in Egypt), and the absence hitherto of a Russian 
Delegate in the Council of Bondholders is considered to he tho first and main obstacle 
to the conversion of this Council into an international institution ; banco the efforts of 
the European Governments, especially that of France, to secure tho participation of 
Russia in the Council in question. 











AVhat advantage, however, would Kussia obtain from this? 

'['he benefit to Europe, and especially to the European dewish hankers, is evident. 
Itussia has never ofiieiully recognized the Council of bondholders which administers 
tile revenues given as scourt! v liv tile Turkish Government for the loans obtained by it 
from European Jewish hankoisn Tile latter, foreseeing the inevitable bankrnptey, if 
not final collapse, of the Turkish Empire, tire at present, directing all their efforts 
towards placing Itussia in a position in which her interests would become quasi- 
solidarv with tiieir own. it is for this that the presence of a Itussian Delegate in the 
Council of bondholders is nrers-an. In reward Itussia is promised the regular 
pavmcut of the military indeinnitv for the hist war, is’., she will annually receive 
:l,(Hit),001) paper roubles. As Russia during the last years received from Turkey only 
somewhat over 2,000,0(1(1 roubles, sin- would, under the now arrangement, benefit 
by nearly 1,000,000 roubles annually. What would, however, her losses he under the 
circumstances ? 

’I'lie European Jewish hankers are afraid to allow Itussia to retain the independent 
position in Turkish affairs she lias niujmvcd: they fear to encounter a Itussia perfectly 
independent of them at a possible final settlement of accounts, and seek by every 
means, now perhaps at the lid moment, to secure their own rate by obtaining the 
adhesion of Russia to tiieir interests. 

We ask again what benefit would Russia derive from such a new transposition of 
the Eastern ipiestion besides acquiring tlm extra million above alluded to? Inn 
polities! sense, what would Russia gain ? 

The whole policy of Russia since Ihe Iasi war lias been directed towards the 
oMdusion, SO far as passible, of tin- inieiTeivnce or Europe in the ntTuirs, and, const)- 
qucntlv, Ihe fate of Turkey. 

Russian diplomacy lias succeeded in preventing tin- adhesion of tin- Sultan to the 
Triple Alliance during’lhe period of ils greatest political strength. We, fortmiately, 
were aide 1 i isolate Turkey Trimi England (the l itter Inis lost all prestige in the eyes 
..r Ihe Turkish Government), and, as a result, Russia remains face to face with Turkey. 
The latter finding no support in any of Ihe European Rowers, and feeling her complete 
dependence on Russia, will doubtlessly execute all her demands, and perhaps, 
comparatively, soon place herself completely at her disposal, 

The Western Rowers thoroughly understand this new phase of the Eastern 
ipiestion, have recognized In it (lie predominant position of Russia, and endeavour to 
create in the place of Turkey a State embodying European interests, so that, in the 
event of a reckoning of accounts, Russia should encounter in the Straits not Turkey, 
lint Europe, as was the ease in 1*53. 

The first step towards the attainment of this object is the appointment of n 
Russian Delegate to the administration of Ihe Ottoman Debt. 

Surely tno hundred years of constant struggle, enormous efforts and incalculable 
sacrifices made by Russia’ lor securing exclusive tlnmiualion over Ihe lllnck Sen, and a 
free exit to Ihe Mediterranean, will not result in n failure to establish Russian security 
in the black Sea, the exit out of and entrance into which of all would lie made 
dependent oil the wishes of Jewish bankers. 


No. 213. 

•Sir K LiiSCCllrs lo Ihe Muryuess of Salisbury.—(Received November 23.) 

[No. 353. Confidential.) 

31 v Eord, llerlin t November 20,181IG. 

l.N mi interview I had with baron von Marsehall this afternoon the conversation 
Imoied upon the ipieslion of Turkish reforms, mid I told hi* Excellency that your 
l/,rdsliip had communicated to me Sir N. O'Conor's telegram, staling that the Russian 
Government were unable to agree lo Ihe Ei’enoh proposal with regard to the Ottoman 
Public Debt. I said that, if I understand the matter correctly, M. Chielikine had 
approved of llio proposal, and had even put it forward as the proposal of the Russian 
G ivernmciit, hut that M. Witte had strongly opposed it, and had carried Hie day. 

boron von Marshall replied that it was the case tlint M. Chielikine had been in 
favour of the proposal, whilst M. Witte and M. de Xelidoff had opposed if, but the 
Russian Ambassador here had m.t made any official communication on the subject, and 
tlir proposal had lint therefore been presented ns coming from the Russiiiu Govern- 
jnent. It was significant that the refusal to entertain the French proposal should have 
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come from Ihe Russian Government so soon after the Imporial visit to Paris, but it was 
a serious matter that there should lie no Minister for Foroign Affairs in Russia at this 
moment, and that M. Chielikine should apparently have so little influence in the conduct 
of foreign affairs. ITis Excellency added that this incident, coupled with the unwilling¬ 
ness of the Emperor of Russia to agree to any proposal implying coercion against the 
Sultan, was a proof .of the great difficulty, if not impossibility, of obtaining unanimity 
on the part of the Six Powers, and it was to he feared that nothing would be done. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


No. 211. 

Sir I 3 . Currie lo Ihe Muryuess of Salisbury.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 175.) 

(telegraphic.) . I'. Constantinople, November 23, 189(1, 2*30 l‘.jf. 

U ITT I reference to your Lordship's private telegram of the 21st instant, 
the bishop ol Jlasskeni was condemned by the Extraordinary Tribunal after the 
date on which the Sultan had promised M, C'ambcm that it should be dissolved. His 
Majesty has consequently ordered the Court of Cassation lo quash the sentence, with 
others delivered on the same day. 

The Bishop of Hitlis was coiidomned to death by the local Court. The Court of 
Cassation confirmed the sentence, and it is now before the Sultan, hut will no doubt 
he commuted. 


No. 215. 

Sir N. O'Conor lo llie Murijuess of Salisbury .— (Received November 24.) 

(No. (17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. f Pclersburyh, November 21, 1890. 

TH E Emperor received Count de Montebello, who returns to Paris to-day, at 
beterhof yesterday. He was told by His Majesty that there were serious objections 
ta the acceptance of the French financial proposal, though portions of it might he 
incorporated in the recommendations made to the Sultan by the Powers. 

Rut his Excellency considered that the scheme had collapsed. 

Your Lordsliip’s proposal was not alluded In hv IIis Majesty, but M. Chielikine, 
n horn Count de Montebello also saw at the Palace, spoke as if its rejection was not 
definitely settled on. 

1 have heard from other sources that an inclination to meet your Lordship's views 
as far as possible is increasing. 

To-morrow I hope to have an interview with M. Chielikine. 


No. 21C. 

Sir P. Currie lo llie Muryaess of Salisbury—(Received November 24.) 

(No. 47(1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 24, 1890, 210 i-.m. 

Ml despatch of the 5th June, No. 140. 

Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul telegraphs from Klmrpul (lull three Turkish villages 
nave been attacked and burnt by the Kian tribe of Kizilhash Kurds of Agcliatn-h, 
numbering, it is said, 15,000 men, and many Turks have been killed in revenge for the 
massacre which Mr. Fontana reported in his despatch No. 15, inclosed in inv above- 
mentioned despatch. 

Troops have been sent from Mahitin against them. 


















Sir P. Currie lo the Marques, of Salisbury.-^"™'' 1 25.) 


(No. 942. Confidential.) Constantinople, November 13,1896. 

My Lord, c , . nnr i or dship herewith copy of a despatch 

1 HAVE tlio Honour to foi«al . 1 Domnsous,reporting the proposed 

which I have received from Her L<msm 

migration of the El Hanadi tribe lo byim. , b &c . 

(Signed) PHIUl* CURRIE. 


Inelosurd in No. 217. 

Consul Eyres lo Sir P. Currie. 

(So. 15. Contitanml.) Damascus, October 21), 1805. 

Si "’ 1 HAVE the honour to report $g* 

ifev&iss 

They huvl^now^^ft for^nm^^^thouthaviiig settled nnything^^ knowledge. 

and iduilat OTr iff - gffll WT. 

description given to me, and 1 have no means of 

ascertaining how far the statement ^ lo| . a considerable amount, and the 

These Sheikhs were u™>^d«.lhhnnk h.lhlow ^ ^ of lll0 French 

person who was acting as -i cnt , j rea son to believe that he was 

lleyrout-Daninscus-Mozenb UaUway Company. 

l< ^''Aceording'bi'the Slmikhs' aceoun?Jthoir ^i^^^j^j^^^^ycre^dHius of^soVtling 
“s^mdcnltaJS for a smaller amount. This explanation strikes 
me as immobahle to the last de«00- objection to this tribe buying 

«, a -....«. 

purchase at Hamah’. j j,avc, & c . 

(Signed) II. c. A. EYRES. 


No. 218. 

Sir P. Currie lo lire Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received No,-ember 25.) 


(No. 913.) Constantinople , November 13,1890. 

My l.ord, . , forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 

w,uch I have'rccoivoTfeoni°ncr Majcstfs Consul at fee,mm. porting the non- 
execution of reforms and the difficulties encountered by the V .du 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 218. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 109.) 

Sir, Erzeroum, October 29,1890. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s telegram of the 26th instant, I have tlio 
honour to report that no special steps are being taken hero to carry out reforms in 
consequence of the orders telegraphed from the Palace to that effect. In the way or 
ordinary administration, however, the Vali of Erzeroum continues to do his best in the 
face of very great difficulties, and, thanks to his efforts, it may safely he said that the 
state of this vilayet compares favourably with that of the surrounding provinces. 

Tf Raouf Pasha wore only allowed a free hand, I have no doubt that the results 
obtained by him would be still more satisfactory. The principal difficulties with which 
he has to contend at present appear to me to he— 

1. The bankrupt condition of the Treasury, which has been brought about l>v the 
excessive expenditure for military charges, which swallow up nearly all the‘local 
revenue, and by the ruin of the Christian population, who wen; the most productive 
and progressive element in the country, and the best tax-payors. 

2. The reactionary attitude of the Musliir Zekki Pasha, commanding the 1th 
Army Corps at Krzinginn, and his opposition t<» any attempt to interfere with his 
proteges, the Kurds. Tho Articles of the Scheme of Reforms dealing with the 
llamidiyd Kurds remain a dead letter on this account. 

3. The failure of the Porto to give effect to the reasonable recommendations of 
* he \ ali, especially with regard to tho removal from their posts of incapable or corrupt 
Kai'makams now serving in this province. 

1. The continued activity of agents of the Armenian IIevolutionary Societies, the 
only result of which must he to keep public opinion unsettled, and to render impossible 
lor the present the relaxation of the severe repressive measures now in force. 

I had the honour to report the substance of tho above to vour Excellency 
by telegraph to-day. * J 

r have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


No. 219. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Sulisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 944.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople, November 13,189(5. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which J have received from Her Majesty’s Consul acting at Angora, relating the 
.sequel ol tin* attack by tho Turks upon the Armenians reported in mv despatch 
No. 855 of tho 20th ultimo. 1 

l have, &c. 

(Signed) PIIILTP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 219. 

Acting Consul Jtirhards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 109.) 

®* r » Angora, November 9,‘1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 98 of the 15th ultimo, giving further details 
concerning the punishment which it was proposed to inflict oh those Turks who took 
a prominent part in the attack on Armenians of tho 18th September, 1 have now tho 
honour to report to your Excellency as follows 

The three Turks who were condemned l»y the Court of First Instance to six 
months’ imprisonment appealed against this sentence, whereupon it was reduced by 
the Court ol Appeal (Istinoll) to one of one week (!), with a line of 75 piastres. 

Three others were released for want of evidence, although it is well known that 
one of them, at all events, a certain llaj Seal Mehemot, severely wounded a young 
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Armenian Catholic in the hand. No one, however, was forthcoming to B nc c 
to „ 1C Professor, who fired off Ids revolver, and so was in reahty the eause 

whole disturbance, has been ™W| 1C T „ rk in m , porter pr0f>us|jr reported, 
Vasfi Bey, the Lieutenant, would have been eondenmed by the Comt to 

!| d ;^ v “ ,b ° 
Constantinople, with what resnlt ,s .^‘^ s o“hul I undemUnd that they will shortly 
There are one or two others sim ml ,,,w "* 

hi* released. , ,. . Wn _ n utter fare© in spite of the seeming energy of 

as ss ssteaxi. ,«*.- “• ■*” 

- *.... saws 

for want of evidence1 ......ik- severe sentence—that of ten years 

1, should also 1>e. noted that tin < »>.' «“ • v 1Sl . v hns not been so passed, 
imprisonment—which it was intendc.to pa ^ , * ||tc which it was proposed 

and even had the law been »“ Umcnt is necessary, 

to punish was that of killing imh - No x have, 8«e. „ lrin ,™ 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


J />. Currie to the M*rt,'e» «/ Sulieburp.-^eeeived N,vmt*r 25.) 

(No. 915.) Constantinople, November AS,1890. 

VilAVt: the honour to forward to 

^Jo iSST- the iinaneia, difiienlties of 

the Government. 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) Pit I UP CURRIE. 


Inclosnvo I in No. 220. 

Vice-Consul Monohttn to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 57.) Billie, October 20, 1890. 

S ’ r ' WITH reference to my despatch No. 30 ttio&J«| fo^tavLwr vift&irt and 
to report that Shakir laslia left ’'Hi. " vill , iro bably spend some days. . 

Mat-din, in each of which hittci two plt ■ 'despatch above referred to, Shako 

as-ttsAtsc ixsTiis'i,--. ■ - *- 

been arrived at for the Biths \\\ny't._ desiraWe to have a functionary 

way o V -»«• - d0,,Cl ° r 

to he for the present likely to be doner^{ s ot ,hc appointment of Christian 

Kainmtan‘s'o h'lVim, SLmavU for liras u separate 

..■■ ** sp0Ilt 
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Sl'imv S o’hcen.aken bUt f °‘' ‘ h ° S ° evcn,s - lar S c mca8ures « the direetiottof amnesty 

However six Armenians were released from Bitlis prison on the day after Shakir 
lasna S departure, and five were released a week before bis arrival ill (lie eleven 
were accused or suspected of pohtieal offences. None of them had bee Whi ?» 

iiisSfslsiiss 

Avedis Effcndi. S ' ‘ tll,s * eenu to «® chief evidence against 

young !^zs^ i ^ri;, b sr^ Vti < Mr mont T ,!d l "° 

authorities, ii is also said that witness, - ® om ?, l*l“co which is unknown to the 

prove ilmt thetwo^!',nir“ r<1Cr ^ A * «■ 

of aunt her supposVd'spv' 1 who hs/ Novcmher^v .“‘'TTt' J !'°' n l’ lid, . v ‘H- wounding 

ollhir three persons nro’iS^oin^slSm.es t« r A bU ‘ not "? ortol, l r » (or 
one year’s imprisonment. It npprars lint Hiosc coivinf m" P”' T 1 th, ‘ "" r ' 1 of 

informed the Government tint Avedis Hi., • ' , . . • 01 , : ‘ any rate one of them, 
inscribed on the list ' mV “ wl ll,cm <“ b"™ their names 

rMg^ .... <*•«» H 

>;.oughfn«o triai, hut every facility, said Mavrogordato KllVnd-'wmdd l* 1 ^ hiS t 

ilatehig there appears’'li!'la!'som',' S ,”id,’n"" 1 of C t'lu-' ll sIn c ? , ”l , . licil J r in tllc murder of 
l-ilendi, and tliov arc all to he tried •n ll , • S ' 1 !' e k "" 1 ns llln< "gainst Avedis 

murder, is perhaps stronger. ’ against Hovsep, accused of the actual 

population, hut Shakir Pasha 'is'g’enemlb eoiisWemUo ll | l|,raS8 t° U °" A, ' meni,ln 
Taxes were heing rigorously collected dmdL (I " V ? I| “ V ®<1'>"0 very liltlo here. 
Hie host autUpritv that lili within three da\ 'l' 1 '' ,lmc '"1 his stay. I have it on 
vain been living to get from I . I ,,n • 1 11 ? (| cpnrture Shakir Pasha had in 

travelling expenses, and that the oth.'e meinhom of hho • n '9 uiml r ° r l,is future 
money due to them for tlioir salaries , m d ,.v,ii ^? n, ' nissl °n were also seeking 

- r=rr--.... 

and n at of the taxes to h^eoileetcd .. 1,1 «!'7<laye« from former vears, 

Imd been actually collected down to the ciVif AHgi“" l “"‘ yP! "' 0,ll - v * <l»«>ler 

1 liave, &e. 

(Signed) J. n. MONAIIAN 

[9911 

3 K 
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1> S —Since writing the above despatch I have received your Excellency's telegram 
of to-dnv's dale. I do not ns vet know of any sufficient reason for adding to or 
modifying the statements which'I have made in this despatch, but to-cay a report 
reached me tliat a Turk of good position here had said that something good for tiie 
Armenians was to be announced in three or four days. j ^ 


Inelosure 2 in No. 220. 

Statement of Taxes to be collected in Bitlis Vilayet for the Financial Year 1312. 



0«»1 

Salrt SxtuljnV. 

llot.sli Samljnk j Ritl * Santljak. 

Total*. 

l^iml tax (" i mlnkv<”*k»r ”) .. 

Trmtttu .. •• 

hvrr.ptiou from military Mrwo 

Sl.i-tp .. •« 

Tithe* 

Slim-Uaiumi* •• ■■ •• 

1 -lamps on twin* p»jvr*. ("Virgu 

ti rakrri ") 

ToUl* .. 

.ilfijii; 30 
iso.sio o 

111,118 « 
532.782 30 
1,173 I« 
10,212 20 

l*r», p. 

690,111 33 
ICO, 195 0 

381.621 32 
323.401 20 
1,100,925 " 

5C.175 o 
20,722 0 

l*r». r-1 J>r »* v : 

910,007 25 ] 497,353 37 

140,080 2'J > 101,270 10 

1.377,2IH 19 i 701,721 1 

999.873 0 1 522,122 0 

2,191,028 10 98i.»fil lo 

22,083 20 35.320 0 

11,296 20 | 13,475 0 

Hr*. p. 

2.444.991 5 

913.185 30 
2,000.9-16 13 

2.487.817 2" 

•1,812,000 16 

117,751 30 
. 0 0 

1.674.&86 11 

32,,.,55 1 1 a.OOl.aiT 31 1 2,SIS,129 21 

13,495,988 31 


Inelosure 3 in So. 220. 

Statement of Taxes, &c„ actually collected in Bitlis Vilayet from the 1st March 
to the 31st. August, 131.2. 


Gutiij Sau4j*k. I H»irt Somljak. 


Monsh Samj)»k. i UltU* SAtidjak. 


Limit t»\ 1" amUkvcakM ") • • 
TnutUu .. 

Kxeraptloo from mlliuty arnice 


«3,m m I 

10.112 15 
382.850 20 | 


i3ii,2>ii 25 •>;; 


153.611 
522.153 
1,94". 185 


Hint, A<-.. of Go 
Mi«tll»ncim» 


Inelosure 4 in No. 
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No. 221. 

Si r ;>. Cttrrie to Ike Marquess of Salisburp.—(Recciml November 25.) 


Mv'Lovd'^ Constantinople, November 17, 1896. 

' 1 HAVE the honour to inclose ;i copy of a letter which 1 addressed to the French 
Ambassador on the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 210 of the 13th instant, 
ashing for particulars of the promises made to him by the Sultan, the execution of 
which 1 was instructed by your liordship to join him m pressing for. I also inclose a 
conv of M. Camhon’s reply. 

' In order to support the statement, made m my telegram No. 40-1 ol yesterday, that, 
with a few exceptions the same promises had been repeatedly made to ner Majesty s 
Emlmssy, 1 have had a Memorandum prepared showing the dates at wlucli such 

'’"’"'YourLoi-iKliip wi'li see from this paper that there arc no grounds for considering 
the Sultan’s promises to M. Cninbon ns a new departure justifying a change of policy 
on the part of the Powers towards the Turkish Government. 

tn compliance with the instruct ions contained in your Lordship s telegram, I have 
addressed to the Minister for Foreign Adairs the note of which I have the honour to 
inclose a copv herewith. , „ . , 

1 also instructed Mr. Block, my first Dragoman, to support M. Cambous repre¬ 
sentations at the Porte in language similar to that or my written communication. 
Teulik Pasha took note of the declaration and promised to inform the 1 alace. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc 1 in No. 221. 

Sir V . Currie to M. Cuinbon. 

Mon flier Collogue, Constantinople, /<■ 15 Novmbre, 1890. 

Si'll la demande de M. llanotaux, Lord Salislmry m’a liSlegraplue lordre 
il’appnver vos efforts pour ohtenir line exiioution entiilre et pratique dcs promesses 
quo le Sultan vous a faites tout reeemment. Tout cc quo jo sais de cos poornesses 
e'est cc quo vous m’en avez dit hicr. Je vous prierais done, pour me nicttro a meiue 
d’cxecuter mes instructions, de me donner dcs renscignements ddtaillcs sur les 
promesses de Sa Majestd. 

Je serais liien aise eu memo temps de snvoir votre avis sur la meilleure mamfire de 
vous pivter concerns. 

Votre ddvoue, &c. 

(SigmL PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc 2 in No. 221. 

M. Cninbon to Sir P. Currie. 

Mon clior Collogue, Ambamde dr fiance, Pera, le Hi Novembre, 1890. 

LE Sultan a promis— 

1. La mi eo on libertd cl os detenus oontro lcsquols n’existe aucuno charge. 

2. Le liecneieirtoht du 'I'rihunnl Extraordinaire ot le renvoi dovnnfc lo Tribunal 
Ordinaire des alTaiivs pondnutes. 

9. Li revocation d’Anis Pacha, Vnli do Diarhokir. 

4. La poursuitc immediate ot lo jugement impartial du Colonel Mnhsar Hey, 
autinir du numrtre du PiVe Salvatore. 

5. T/cnvoi d instructions » tous los Valia, Commandants Militaires, ot an Ministrc 
do la Police n Constantinople pour assurer la repression des desordres par les nutorites 
r^^uliiVos ot ompf'chor h tout prix la populace d’intervemr. 

r». La convocation do I'.Usomblee (ieneialo Armenienne ot I’election du 
Patriarebe. 

7. L'application des re formes ot lour extension ii tous los vilayets. 
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8. Toutes les faeilites donndes pour la reconstruction et la reparation dcs (Hablisso- 
■ments roligieux detruits ou cndommngtfs. 

9. Toutes facility donndes aux Comit&s Europdcns pour la distribution de socours 
aux vietimes dcs derniers dvdnemcnts. 

10. Automation aux malbcurcux dont los waisons out dtd detruitos dc les 
reeonstruiro on prenant tout lo bois ndeessaire dans los forcts dc l’Etat. 

Plusicurs de ccs promesscs onfc dtd rdalisdcs. C’est ainsi que la proedduro pour 
rdlcotion du Patriarebe a dtd commcncdc, qu'Anis Paoba a dtd rdvoqud, quo le Ddcret 
sur l’extensioii des rdl'ormos a dtd public, que des ordres ant dtd envoyds pour 
coiipcr court a Pinter volition des pavticuliovs on cas do nouvollos manifestations 
Ariudnionnes. 

Los instructions out etc dgalcmcnt ndressees au Ministre dc la Guerre pour la 
mise cn jugement de Mnhsar Hey, ranis d’aprds los teldgrammcs dc nos Consuls d’Alep 
ot do Mnrnshe aucune disposition n'a dtd prise jusqu’a prdsent et Mahsar Bey sc 
promime lihrcment. 

Le Tribunal Extraordinaire fonctionnc encore. II aurait encore a juger 205 
detenus dont 40 doivent comparative aujoimPbui. Le Sultan eependant avait nflirmd 
quo le Tribunal no sidgerait plus cetto semaine. 

Quant a ^application dcs rdformes dans los six vilayets vous avez les reuseigne- 
ments de vos Consuls. 

Enfln lo Palais m’a fait communiquer les cbiffres ci-joints pour la mise on libertd 
dos ddtenus. Je les fais vdrifler lii oil j’ai des Consuls, et je vous serais reconnaissnnt 
d’en fairo autant. 

Quant aux demarches ii fairo a la Porto ou au Palais, ic crois qu’il convient 
dVnvoycr nos Premiers Drogmans le plus souvent possible demnnder compto des 
uu'surcs non cxdeutdes. 

.M. Rouet y va, en ce moment, tous les jours. 

Votre, &c. 

(Signd) P. CAMllON. 


Tnclosuro 3 in No. 221. 

Memorandum. 

No. 1 .—Liberation of Prisoners against whom no Charge exists. 

MB. MAK1NITCH reported on the 2Uth August that be had been assured by the 
Grand Vizier and lzzot Bey that the Sultan bad promised Mgr. Bartolomeos an 
amnesty lor the Armenians. 

According to the Sultan’s message reported in Sir 1’. Currie’s despatch No. 874 
of the 27th October, 1899, categorical orders wore sent to hasten all trials, and to 
complete them in fifteen days; any Judge who did not execute these orders would be 
held responsible. 

No. 2 .—Dismissal of the Extraordinary Tribunal, and transfer of Cases pending before it to 
the Ordinary Courts. 

This is now, but it can hardly bo considered a concession, as it secures the 
impunity of the Mussulmans implicated in the massacres, of whom only one lias boon 
tried, while many Armenians have been condemned. 


No. 3 .—Recall of Ennis Pasha, Pali of Diarbekir. 

No uctual promise to this elVcct was over given, but the French Embassy have 
been pressing for it vehemently for many months past with the occasional support of 
the other Embassies. 


No. 4.— Trial and Punishment of Mashar Bey. 

This only concerns the French and Italian Embassies. 

1901J 
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\ (l ' r,. _ Instructions to Valid, tsr., for the regular aiidjrrdfrly Rcprcsjitfy of Disturbances. 

The transmission of these orders was reported to Her Majesty’s hmlvassy on the 
tth September, and various Consuls have announced their reception and promulgation. 
<»n the spot (see Sir 1’. Currie’s despatch No. 742 of the 17th September, 189G). 


i Vo. 6 .—Convocation of the General Assembly, and Election of a Patriarch. 
This was arranged some time since with Artin Pasha. 


No. 7 —Application of the Reforms, and their Extension to alt Vilayets . 

The Sultan has repeatedly assured Her Majesty’s Embassy that the reforms would 
bo strictly carried out. Messages from II is Majesty to this effect were reported in 
Mr. Herbert’s despatches No. 780 of the 8th November, and No. 830 of the 
* 21 st November, 1895; these contained absolute promises that the reforms would bo 
inaugurated without delay. They were further renewed on the 1st and 30th March 
(see Sir 1*. Currie’s despatches No. 171 ol the 2nd March, and No. 207 of the 
Oth April, 1800). 

As for the extension of the reforms to the whole of Turkey, promises to tins cUect 
as regards the European provinces were reported in Sir 1\ Currie’s despatches No. 200 
,,f the 15th April, and No. 312 of the 20th April, 1806; in the latter of which the 
scheme promulgated for European Turkey was inclosed about the middle of September, 
the Sultan signed an Iradd, both for the execution of the reforms already conceded, 
and their extension to the rest of the Empire, and the text of these latter was inclosed 
in Sir 1’. Currie’s despatch No. 841 of the 14tl> October, 1806. 


.Vo. 8.— Reconstruction and Repair of Religious Establishments. 

This dbes not concern Her Majesty’s Embassy. 

Xu, (j_— I’acilities to be given to European Committees for the Distribution of Relief. 

No general orders have oyer been asked for on this point, lmt wherever interference 
with the relief operations had taken place, the representations of Her Majesty’s 
Embassy for its removal have always been successful; this has occurred, amongst 
other places, at Bitlis, Marasli, and Saird. Our Committee enjoys every facility for 
relief distribution. 

,Vo. 10. Grant of Timber from State Paresis for Repairs. 

This had not been previously promised to a foreign Embassy. 


Inclosurc \ in No. 221. 

Sir P. Currie to Tadjik Pasha. 

(No. 123.) 

M. le M mist re, Constantinople, November is, 1806. 

I HAVE been instructed by Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign AlVairs to support the representations of the French Ambassador for the 
prompt ami complete execution of the promises made to him on the occasion of his 
recent audienecof His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, and subsequently communicated 
by the Ottoman Ambassador in Paris to the French Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have accordingly the honour to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s 
Government trust that the reforms and other measures mentioned in these assurances 
may he executed in their entirely .and without loss of time. 

I avail, &c. 

;(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Sir P. Currie to the Mar guess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 


(No. 018.) 

My (Lord, ^ Constantinople , November 17, 1806. 

1 HAVE tlie honour to report that to-day’s official Gazette announces Iho 
appointments of the following Christian assistants to Ka'imakams:— 

Vilayet, of Diarbckir: Palu—Molkor Said Effcndi; Silouan—Natik Effendi, 
Notary of Masdin. 

Vilayet of Kharput: Arabkir—Keshishian Caspar Effendi; Charsanjak— 
Toutounayan Boglios Effendi. 

Vilayet of Sivas: Gurun—Sukelinn Sourink Paskal Effendi, formerly employd 
of the telegraph office; Marsouan—Cliristaki Effendi, Police Commissary of the 
3rd Class. 

Vilayet of Erzeroum : Keghi—Assad our Akarian Effendi, Judge of the Court of 
First Instance of Erzeroum ; Buiburt—Lunitchorlianika Effendi, Judge of the Court 
of First Instance at Erzeroum. 

Vilayet of Van: Ghvash—GaralkjfcEffendi Cliivau Bey Zade; Slmttuck—Vartan 
Effendi. 

I have, «fcc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 223. 

Sir P. Currie to the Margucss of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 052.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 17, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul acting at Angora, reporting on the 
arrest of certain Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 223. 

Acting Comul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 111.) 

^* r » ^ Angora , November 11, 1806. 

I HAVE the honour to report to yoipr Excellency that I hive Armenians have 
been arrested here lately on suspicion of being connected with the revolutionary move- 
mi nt. One, whose name is Andronik Jevahirjian, is a photographer by trade, and 
though his native town is Sivas, lie has been settled in Angora twolvo years and more. 
The other two are Kotchoun Oghlou Kirkor and his son Toros, both natives of Gurun. 
However, Kirkor Kotchounian, the father, lias just been released, and it is hoped that, 
l’oros will soon he set at liberty. I gather that though neither of these persons is 
likely to have had anything whatever to do with “Committee” work, no one seems 
inclined to vouch for Jevahirjian in this respect, chiefly, t believe, because ho lias the 
reputation of being a very enthusiastic patriot. The special ground of his arrest, 
appears to have been the alleged fact that lie was in correspondence with a certain 
Agoh Ytfghissian—also of Gurun—who was for three years Professor in the Armenian 
*ehiH)l here, and who is now, somo sav, in prison in Smyrna. Yeghissinu has been a 
suspected " person for some time past, having been twice in prison already, once in 
Henek .\laden ami once in Angora. He appears to have discovered recently that it 
"as intended to arrest and imprison him again, whereupon lie contrived to escape 
unperceived and took refuge in Smyrna. 

I might mention in this connection that l hear on good authority that the Vali 
fr'wived instructions from Constantinople to draw up a list of all Armenians now 
i\mg in Angora who are considered in any way suspicious. It would appear that it 
is intended to give the very widest interpretation to these instructions, if it he true, 
as I am assured it is, that a list of some 150 persons has already been made out, most 
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' aS> ShouUrih^infomytion prove to 1,0 correct, 1 will not foil to communicate again 
with your Excellency on this subject, ^ ^ &( , 

(Signed)' ’' W. 8. RICHARDS. 


No. 221. 

Sir 1\ Cunir to the .1 iuniue.ro of Saliibwp.—(Kcceivetl November 25.) 

(No. 1)5:1.) Constantinople, November 17, 1890. 

' T T \\ r the l.ouour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which !halc‘r!ti':.iZm Her _ MajcstyN Vice-Consul at Van. reporting the murder 
of an Armenian priest by revolutionists. 

(Signed)' ’ l’HILIS CUltlUE. 


lnclosurc in No. 22-1. 

Major Williams to Sir P. Currie. 

(*"■ :is -) i'un, November 1,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report the murder of an Armenian priest named 
“ J)nr Comidnr” on Sunday afternoon, about S’SO c " ns • ■ itnbbeJ 

slnrl on the pretence of being required to sec a sick person, lhiro lK »«* WMP. 
juttEhis head nearly cut off. Thcre'is no doubt that this 

ainiiated members of the llnntehak Society, acting on orders fion outsulo.b etui 
had incurred the enmity of the revolutionists during the 

thought that bis murder is merely the prelude to that of M> 1 ‘“l.” 0 , 1 ® 1 ..Extreme 
Armenians of this town, who have declared themselves as opcnl hostde . 
revolutionarv Societies. The real gravity ot this act tests, • i,, future it 

bv it. the terrorism of the revolution has again been established, and 1 ■ • ’ 

is quite hopeless to expect the Armenians to do nnylhiug tou.ni Is getting 
Irmdii- I ver unv of the revolutionists who may come in hole tain lcism. 
l^v eh undeVsta, 1,1 that if the revolutionists ever mdfii « amto be 1 —out 

-lit v occupied here. (*• »r s% lon&r period prior lo June last, not unit, lus»w»ani 
miracle can‘save them aiul their families from annihilation. Thwis, hwcrwrjnniplo 
t i lire to take the neecssnrv precaution*. If suitable men can he obtained, Uiercisim 
doubt that the Armenian*police should he of considerable **vicc. Pf ..mV*? nduccd to 
however, lies on the Persian frontier. If the Persian Government could be induced to 
draft'some troops into the Satan,as district, and Intake 
could, with the greatest ease, put a stop to the whole business, t lam 
Ormi that the revolutionists there are talking “ very big atom: »irit l ey are 
In do Whatever thev uiuv sdv, there is no doubt that thoj sue not stioug cnou^n 
make a serious attack on tile furkisl, Government; indeed, their object appears to In 
to force the hands of Europe by exciting the Komis to Ircsl; .™c*. And tc..if 
.,nv of them, baring even the smallest stake in the country, they are prepared t 
saerillee anv numlwr of their countrymen and women, to attain their ends. 

It rnav further he remarked that the continuance ot tins memt^op the frontier 
magnilied tenfold as il is by Oriental rumour, and by the extreme islani pol j. i kere 
the hands of I he well-disposed officials, and thereby enormously increases the difficult, 
nl restorin'? law and order to this unhappy country. 

J have, &c. 

(Signed) W. It. WILLIAMS. 
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No. 225. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury .—( Received November 25.) 

(No. 951.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 17, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Trebizond, commenting on the 
improvement in the attitude of the Mahommcdans in that town. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 225. 

Consul Long worth lo Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 63. Confidential.) 

Sir, Trebizond , November 5, 1890. 

SINCE my return here last week from an absence of three months, I have been 
observing signs* of a great change in the attitude of the Mahommcdans towards the 
Christians. 

They have apparently become now much more tolerant and friendly to oven 
Armenians, evincing in their intercourse with thorn not only a conciliatory spirit, but 
n sociable disposition. 

Their comportment cannot be more simulation, for there arc symptoms to show 
that their political opinions have also veered round considerably, so much so, that 
humanitarian sentiments are now in the ascendency. 

Such Turkish newspapers as the “ Mechvcret,” received clandestinely and read 
avidiously, have been the means probably of revolutionizing their sympathies, and 
drawing them almost to the verge of disaffection against the Sultan, whose un¬ 
popularity in these parts can now no longer be doubted. 

The officials, 1 find, have gauged correctly enough the views and wishes of the 
people. In my interviews with some of them to-day, t may hero add in this connec¬ 
tion the subject of the poll tax, announced as leviable on Mussulmans for defensive 
purposes, was broached by me. They all expressed themselves strongly against it, 
criticizing it as a fiscal measure which is likely to meet with insurmountable 
difficulties. 

This appears to me significant enough when taken with the views of the Vali, 
who believes that, sinister or not as the object may be, the majority of the Turks would 
contribute most reluctantly to such a fund, as they are not only anxious for peace, 
hut have lost all confidence in the wisdom of the Central Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONGAYORTU. 


No. 226. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 955 ) 

My Lord, Constantinople , November 17, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzcroum, reporting the arrival 
ot the Judicial Inspectors at that town and the release of some Armenian political 
prisoners. 

I have, <fcc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


[ 001 ] 














200 


Inclosiirc in No. 220. 

Consul Graven to Sir P. Currie. 

( No. 114.) Krzeroum, November 0, 1890. 

1 I HAVE the honour to report that Jaih Hey and Yorgliaki Eltcndi, the Judicial 
lnsnectors for the Vilayets of Sivas and Erzcrouiii, arrived hero yesterday from 
Erzinman, where they liave spent some weeks. This is their first visit to Er/croum 

"1" The tlayHofore their arrival, and I suppose in anticipation of their coining, twclvo 
\rmenian villagers from the Kliinis district, who had been detained for some time 
under examination for alleged political offences, were ttncxpcctetUy^released tom gaol, 
and yestenlay tiro Krzeroum Armcnhins who were charged with hem, accomplices or 
the revcdutionnrv agents, whose arrest was reported in my despatch No. 100 of the 2nd 
lilt into tovOtSf Excellency, were also set at liberty. Over 100 other political prisoners, 
including those from Erzingian and Hailuirt, still remain m custody, and the invc stiga- 
ioii of heir eases will fun.htl. the Judicial Inspectors with ample employment for lie 
resent unless Hie rumour current here that there is to he a general gaol del, ery of 
Armenian prisoners in the course of the next few days proto to be well founded. 

(Signed) ’ It. AY. GRAVES. 


No. 227. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

l^oVord' Constantinople , November 17, 1890. 

• WITH reference to my despatch No. 98(1 of the 11th instant, I have, the honour 
to forward to vottr Lordship l»'twitl> copy of a despatch which I have received from 
ihe Acting British Consul at. Angora, giving corrected details respecting the massacre 

“ tEvcre1i - I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUliltlE. 


Inclosiirc in No. 227. 

Aclinij Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

V>0. ltd.) Angara , November 18, 1890. 

WITH reference to mv despatch No. 108 of the 7 th instant, giving details con¬ 
cernin'’ the massacre of Armenians at Kverok, l have now the honour to inform your 
Excellency that, according to the official list of killed and wounded, Ac., as made up 
liy thoAtthonian cm,mildly of Everek, and forwarded to the authorities el Ciesareiw 
lb,' following would appear to he the correct iigurcs. I should state by way ol P ctacc 
lint 1'enessd is a village situated on the farther side of the valley,about l£ miles oil 
Everek, luit, generally speaking, both of these villages are comprised under the general 
imim; of Everek. 


Village. 

Killed. ' Wounded. "3 

sl»l» j 

Uous» 

burned. 



07 

08 

VlllOMl' 

23 | -13 | 15 

15 

0 

Total* 

43 715 55 52 

1 ll 


From this it will be soon that the number of killed L considerably less than in tlm 
eulculation nmdc by mo previously, which, however, was founded on what appeared to 
mo to ho reliable information. I regret that I should have allowed myself to become 
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the medium for the circulation of an exaggerated statement. The mistake was 
probably due to the confusion of the number of those ivlio were killed with that of 
those who were merely wounded. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICITARDS. 


No. 228. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 957.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 17, 1896. 

1VIT1I reference to my despatch No. 882 of the 28th October, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatcli which I have received from 
the Acting British Consul at Jerusalem, stating that orders have been received there 
for the levy of the poll tax. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosiirc in No. 228. 

Acting Consul Jones to Sir P, Currie. 

(So. 36.) 

Sir, Jerusalem, November 9, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on Wednesday, the 4th instant, the order was 
received here from Constantinople for the levy of the poll tax lately imposed for 
military purposes, and the measure, which forms tlio subject of much comment, may, 
it is feared, excite the fanaticism of the Mussulman population, more especially as tlm 
tax is levied on Mahommcdans exclusively. 

Up to the present time, however, there lias been no manifestation of unusual 
hostility on the part of the Moslems against their Christian neighbours, and the 
absence of such disquieting symptoms is probably to be ascribed in great measure to 
the cautious policy adopted by the Governor of Jerusalem, Ibrahim Pasha, whoso 
efforts for the maintenance of order arc ably seconded by the Commander of the 
Military Forces, Rustem Pasha. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. FRANCIS JONES. 


No. 229. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 958.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 17, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis respecting the progress made 
in the execution of reforms in that vilayet. 1 propose to make representations to the 
Sublime Porte respecting the seizure of relief money for the payment of tithes as 
therein reported. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 229. 

,,, Vice-Consul Monuhan to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 59.) 

Sir, ^ Mush , November 4, 1896. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s telegram of the 26th ultimo, I have the 
honour to report that, so far as 1 have boon able to ascertain, no new stops appear to 
have been taken by the iocal authorities of this vilayet in the execution of reforms. I 
"ill, however, report further from Bitlis in three or four days. 
















1 hear that Christian gendarmes have been enrolled, but that they have not entered 
'upon their duties. _ , . . 

As 1 have had the honour to telegraph to your Excellency, au Armenian Mouiyin 
to the Mutcsftiirif here has been appointed. It is not known here whether Christian 
Mouavins have been appointed to other sandjaks, or to any ea*/a ot the vilayet. 

Taxes acre being collected by gendarmes in the old fashion in vdlagcs on my rond 
from Billis here, , _ .... 

Six thousand five hundred piastres for tithes have been retained from rebel money 
due from (lie Local Government of ibis sandjak to Sasun villages I he rest of the 
money has been distributed, nominally at least, in gram to these villages, which lately 
lost much of their crops through a hailstorm. The grain, however, is said to have been 
distributed according to a remarkably dishonest computation of its value. 

•fire vilavet appears to lie in general quiet. A series of robberies ol sheep and cattle 
of Christian'villages have however occurred during the Inst six weeks in Aklilut, a 
caza which was visited by Shakir l’aslm four weeks ago. t have a list ot six villages 
which were plundered. From one al least of them oxen were taken away which had 
been provided out of relief funds by the Rev. Mr. Cole, ol Bulls. Before leaving Bitlis 
I spoke to the Vnli oil the subject of the robberies in Akhlnt, and he said lie had 
sent a strong force of gemlnrir.es into the enza, hut it seems that it will be very difficult to 
identify the robbers. .... c c 1 • 

There in here some vague expectation of something m the way of reform being 
about to be done by Russia, or by Russia and England. 1 have not communicated to 
anybody the fact that the order referred to in your Excellency s telegram lias been 

g,VC "' 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. MONAHAN. 


No. 230. 

Si,- /’, Currie to the Marques* of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

JU°Y<ird^ Constantinople, November IS, 189(1. 

‘ ' \vi'hl reference In my despatch No. Ml of the 1 Hit ultimo reporting that au 
Irade had been issued, lmt not us vet published, sanctioning certain reforms drawn up by 
tzzri Key in collaboration with M. Mnxiinofi, I have now the lionour to state that an 
Announcement appeared in the Turkish press or the lltli promulgating the reforms in 

* \ iter recording the various reforms granted successively in 1S39, 1850, and 189.1, 

the Aiiiioiiiieement states that tile following reforms arc published by decision of the 
Council of Ministers, sanctioned by 11is Tmpevinl Majesty. They consist of the appli¬ 
cation of the Laws and llcguhilions contained in the Uestour, the llntt ot GuUMrae, amt 
tile Firman of Reforms; that is to say, they confirm the provisions actually m three 
of the Law for the (journal Administration of the Vilayets, dated 29 Shawal, l-8< 
(1&70-71), and guurantco (lie execution with certain modifications of the Law for 
lire Administration of Nnliies of the 25th March, 1870, up to Arliclo 27. They 

'" ’"i* i’er tho nomination of judicial Inspectors to every ono, two, or three vilayets, 
with assistants, if necessary, for the purpose of facilitating the progress of law-suits 
and of superintending the'condition of the prisons. ' . 

2. For the enrolment of gendarmes and polico from various classes ol Ills 
Majesty's subjects, in nccordaneo with the special Regulations already in force with 
rc'lii d to the -endarmerie of the Empire. They will lie responsilile for the main¬ 
tenance of puhlie order and for the safety of the post when passing through their 

•j. For the appointment, again in necorelnnce with the above-mentioned Firmans, 
of suitable Ottoman subjects te the posts of administrative officials, as well as ol 
Mouavins In Yalta. Mutcssavifs, and Kalmnkams. 

1 For the thorough execution of the Laws previously promulgated with regard to 
the administration of iirisons and houses of detention. . 

5. For the selection of Kaiiimkiinis rrom graduates of tho Imperial Civil School, 
or from amongst experienced and capable persons already occupying the post. 

(’. For the appointment of a Mouklitar for each quarter of a village, it it bate 
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several, and for eaeli denomination of its inhabitants, should the population he mixed 

7. For the collection of taxes by special officials assisted l)v the Moukhtare and 
Collectors elected by the people, so that no occasion be given for the employment of 
the police. Such special officials to have no right to demand food or forage from the 
inhabitants, or to appropriate the funds collected by them. 

;V For the maintenance of tho principle already in force, that tithes are to be 
adjudicated village by village, and that the inhabitants are to have the priority over 
other applicants. 1 

9. For the proper recognition or the custom sanctioning tho exemption from 
forced labour in return tor payment in money or in kind ; 

A 0, F ”JE' IC fi * in S ° r til'-' budget of public instruction for each vilayet bv the 
Ministry of Education. J 

The Announcement concludes by stating that instructions have been sen! to all the 
vilayets to proceed at once to tho application of those Regulations. 

As your Lordship will observe, the reforms omit nearly all the most important 
jsaiits insisted on in tho reforms scheme of last year, e.g., “gardes champctrcs," Itegu- 
lations with regard to Kurds and Hamidid, Councils of Ancients, Juges d'instruct ion 
and Christian officials, and the only provision of any importance appears to he the one 
relative to tax-collecting. 11 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 231. 

Mr. Gosselln to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(lleceii-eil November 25.) 

(No. «.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Pari.,, November 25, 1896. 

VI an interview I had to-day with M. Iiniiotnux, his Excellencv told me that in 
n, opinion all the Powers were still entirely agreed as to the policy of intrusting the 

•owi n': ll , |‘ I H 1 'Yn ,S 1 ! ' 'AT 1 ' 10 " r? for , ms the Ambassadors at Constantinople, 
and milled that the French Representative had been again instructed in precise terms 
to take energetic action m concert with the other Ambassadors. 

f inquired what his Excellency thought would happen ill case of a refusal of 
'- i' 1 o rt ,‘ ,r S,,lia “' ( ,° "' l,ic, ‘ M - lianolaiix replied that the Ambas. 
.ad irs must decide that question. M itli regard to financial pressure, lie stated that lie 
nmv considers tins to he simply incidental, and to lie less a matter of concern to 
uoiernmcnts than to financiers. 

.. A f,,U ans i m ' to your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th October will he sent shortly. 
Mill'll means, I presume, alter Ins Excellency has heard what Count do Montebello 
1ms to report on Ins return from St. Petcrsburgh. 

mil, !. ll n KxccU ,°"PX virtually eonfosseil that his suggestion of exercising financial 
ratliu than material pressure on the Sultan has been stilled at its birth. 


S " ,N ' (> <onor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 68.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, _ # 

1 CALLED unnn Al n,. ... , . Pdmbunjh, Noomttir 25, 189G. 

Inst Monday, Ills Exceilencv tZui‘PV '°i ‘°' ld tha J i,u , lia<1 s “ n ll,c Emperor 
Majesty lie had been authori ‘f, 1 ! avm S «! ven iurtllcr explanations to His 

communication to your Lordshin °and < ?Tfk l ° * 16 l , t , us f w, 1 1 A ( aba “ 8 ' ul ° 1 ' >'i London, for 
customary tergiversation in relnM V *i lform P m ®’ ,lla1 '. s , lloulJ t,le SulUn resort to his 
Ambassadors at Constniitiioiilo 8 »k„ i 1 tll .°. r « form9 " ,llcl ‘ w “° recommended by the 
consideration your Lordship's L''” jT/I? 1 GoVan,, " ent '™ uld “®‘ refuse to take into 
Hint there was unanimity among t , c IW« “I'A'ij " °‘ “ercive measures, provided 
informed the 'Turkish Ambassador ™'i » . !^ celleiu 7 a,s ° aa »d that he had just 

[VOl] Ambassador that your Lordship’s proposal had been agreed to by 









the Russian Government, and that, should the Sultan refuse to carry out the recommen¬ 
dations made, measures of compulsion would be employed. 

M. Chichkinc, whose telegram will probably be read to your Lordship by M. dc Staal, 
added that the adhesion of the Russian Government had likewise been communicated to 
the other Powers. 

No. 233. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. 302.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 25,1890. 

THE Russian Ambassador called at the Foreign Office this afternoon, and com¬ 
municated, verbally, to me and to Sir Thomas Sanderson the contents of a telegram 
which he had just received from his Government. 

It was to the cll'ect that the information recently received by the foreign 
Representatives at St. Petersburg!! from their respective Governments showed clearly 
the existence of a misunderstanding as to the reception given by the Russian Govern¬ 
ment to the proposals contained in my Circular despatch of the 20th October. The 
repugnance expressed by the Russian Government to the principle of employing 
measures of coercion towards an independent Sovereign seemed to have been con¬ 
sidered by Her Majesty's Government as implying a refusal to join in the common 
action at Constantinople which I had proposed. 

The Emperor, however, had had no such intention. On the contrary, M. do Staal 
was instructed to declare that the Russian Government entirely adhered to the idea of 
intrusting to the Ambassadors of the Great Powers at Constantinople the task of 
examining and proposing to their Governments the measures calculated to contribute 
to the maintenance of the Ottoman Empire, while efficiently guaranteeing the security 
of the Christian population. The Emperor attached to this idea the greatest, 
importance, and was anxious to render impossible in tin; future the recurrence of 
the terrible excesses which had so justly excited the indignation of the whole civilized 
world. 

IIis Majesty continued to hope that linn and unanimous language on the part 
of all the Representatives, duly authorized by their Governments, would insure the 
adoption of the measures which might, by joint agreement, he decided to be indis¬ 
pensable. If, on the contrary, and against expectation, a refusal without justification, 
or the delays anti evasions which had unfortunately been too often experienced, 
should interfere with the execution of these measures, the Russian Government would 
consent to discuss the methods of pressure to he chosen according to circumstances 
so soon as all the Rowers had recognized that such measures were absolutely necessary 
and inevitable. 

I expressed my satisfaction at receiving this statement of the views of the 
Russian Government, which went further than any communication 1 bad yet received 
from them in recognizing the mode of action which the present condition of the 
Turkish Government had, in our judgment, rendered necessary, and 1. said that the 
intentions thus avowed by Ilis Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Russia would, in my 
belief, have an important influence upon the counsels of the Sultan. I could not, at. 
the same time, avoid taking note of a certain indistinctness attaching fo the closing 
words of the telegram, in which the necessity was recognized of resorting to 
••pressure” if the Turkish Government should refuse or evade compliance with the 
unanimous requirements of the l’owcrs. 

Such an accord on their part would not bo arrived at lightly, and some interval 
might possibly elapse before it was attained in regard to any proposal which would 
he strongly repugnant to the prepossessions of the Ottoman Government. 

I said that whenever such a state of agreement was reached, I thought it would 
he a point of much importance that the resolution of the Rowers to exercise material 
pressure in support of any proposal so agreed upon should he ascertained before the 
proposal was formally made to the Sultan’s Government, in order that His Majesty 
may not he induced to commit himself in the slight of his subjects ton negative or 
evasive reply by a fallacious reliance upon the possible disunion of the Powers iu 
respect to tiie employment of such measures as might he necessary to insure his 
acceptance of their recommendations. 

I was obliged, therefore, while accepting the present determination of the Russian 
Government with much satisfaction, to reserve to Her Majesty’s Government the right, 
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incase the consultation of the Ambassadors should result in such an agreement as 
I had indicated, to bring this particular question again under the consideration of tho 
Imperial Government, with the object of obtaining a more precise expression of their 
views. 

I have shown the draft of this despatch to M . do Staal, in order that there may he 
no doubt as to the exact purport of the statements made on either side, and have 
given him a copy of it, after receiving from him an assurance that I have accurately 
recorded his language. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 231. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 2G.) 

(No. 110.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Vienna, November 20, 1890. 

I AM informed by Count Golnchowski that a telegram has just been received by 
him from the Austrian Charge d’Aflaircs at St. Potersburgh stating that the Russinn 
Government appear to have changed their views respecting the proposals made by your 
Lordship for the introdetion of reforms in Turkey. 

He was informed by Mr. Chichkinc that there had been a misunderstanding, the British 
Government having apparently been under the impression that the proposals put forward 
by your Lordship were objected to by Russia. 

Ilis Excellency stated that this was not the case, that, on the contrary, Russia was 
quite prepared to agree to them in principle. 

lie believes flint ns regards measures to coerce the Sultan, ns such measures would 
be necessary once Ilis Majesty was convinced of the unanimity of the Powers; but.Russia 
would not he indisposed to concert with the other Powers upon the mode of coercion to 
Ik; employed, if the Sultan still refused to submit. 

Tliis apparently now depaature at St. Potersburgh appears to liaye given great gratifi¬ 
cation to Count Goluchowski; but be insists that, before any further proposals are 
submitted to the Sultan, an agreement should be arrived at in principle upon the eventual 
employment of coercion. 


Mr. (iosselin to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received November 27.) 

(No. 308. Confidential.) 

^* ii* Paris, November 25, 1890. 

i N f'dlm- on M. Jlanotaux this afternoon his Excellency received me with tin 
exHanuition, “ Oh ! cominu vosjoitniuux Anglais sont mediants !” 

( >n my inquiring what had caused him to form so had an opinion of the English 
* Hanotaux replied that it was dear that a regular campaign was tiding 
oiyamzed agamy! him, and that it was a disappointment to see his efforts in the cause 
o ic oinis m lnrkey being intentionally misinterpreted, or at least misunderstood 
lo Uus t!, “ l Russia and France were no longer in agree- 

Tlf ° i Ar U i , ? surcs to * a ken under existing circumstances at Constantinople, 
ho lout I!, 1 ?* 1 * • HnnoUiux did not specify to what articles he was referring, 1 imagine 
™ published in tl,<- - Times" ,.f ll.o S3f.l-8U.nl from 

... iw Ii ,,ss<: !‘ ls ■hat “nuc of .lie Agreements arrived at during tlio ’fair's visit 
Franco to fal1 ™ through,"* and Hint “on.- of the demands addressed lij 

the smiio icttiw, m I,as found unacceptable,” and the leading article in 
diplomacy ” u)m " lcll, "'“ somewhat satirically on “ the sublime patience of French 

b.'yy'C-.t mo to assure your Lordship that instead of there being am 
“ ml I’etersburgh, all the I-ewers, as far as he was 
a.-reement n a * cn 8 re nl pains iii forming this opinion—wove still in comploh 
' ' ie necessity of intrusting to the Ambassadors at Constantinople tin 

I liis i* a quo!.mion from the •• Ncuo ITeic Prc*»e.” 
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4 .. 0 i ( ,r -ceing tlie promised reforms effectually earned out l>v the Ottoman Govorn- 
; and that he had sent fresh and precise instructions to M. Caml.ou to act with 
increased energy for this purpose, in union with his colleagues. lie still adhered to 
even- word lie had spoken in the Chamber as to the Armeiuan atrocities; and lie still 

honed that his warning had not been given in vain. . 

1 In reply to mV inquiry what measures lie would now he prepared to adopt, should 
the Sultan prove deaf to the counsels of the Ambassadors, M. llanotaux said that tins 
was a , uestion which lie should leave to the decision of the Ambassadors-who, being on 
the spot, are perfectly i .impotent to recommend such measures as may ie necessary to 
firing ,he Sultan to mason. “ If the Sultan is once convince, I hat all Europe is reallv 
and sincerely united in demanding these reforms—a fact which lie has lioici yet, T 
fear realized—1 feel assured lie will give way. 

“ltt.cn inquired whether Ids Excellency had anything new to tell me as to the 
proposed measures lor improving the financial position of I’urkcy 

M. llanotaux asked whether your Lordship had instructed me to ask this 
niiestion. or whether it was a merely personal inquiry. , , , . 

[ said that 1 had no instructions whatever on the question, hut that as ho had 
spoken to me at length on the subject on the lltli instant. I. had naturally lei it my 
duty to report to your Lordship his observations. (Sec my despatch No. 314, ten 
Confidential, of the lltli instant.) , ,. * 

M Uanotaux bfeggixiK me to understand that lie was now simply speaking a 
litre personnel,” said that't lie question of financial reform was simply an incident m 
I lie general question or Turkish reorganization, and one which concerns the fina ncier s 
specially interested in its solution, rather than the Governments of the Great lovers. 
It was.no doubt.of great importance to prevent a financial collapse at Constantinople, 
especially ill view of the large pecuniary stake Franco has m turkey ; hut the French 
Government had to look at the matter from a national—lie might almost say from an 
international—standpoint; and for the present, at all events, he was inclined to leave 
on one side the question of financial reform, and with it the appointment of a Russian 
Delegate on tlio Commission of the Ottoman Debt. .... . „ .. 

VI llanotaux concluded his conversation oil this subject by saying that by the 
lime ller Majesty’s Ambassador had arrived in Paris, he would he ... a position to send 
an answer In tlic proposals contained m your Lordship’s despatch No. 420 oi the 
2()(h ultimo—1 imagine after hearing Count do Montebello s report of his conversation 

with the Emperor Nicholas and M. Olticlvkine, 

The tone of At. llanotaux’ remarks exhibited an extreme sensitiveness as to the 
failure of Count .le Montebello to induce the Russian Government to agree to his 
scheme for replacing material coercion by a policy of starving the Sultan ...to 
submission, and an evident wish to make me understand that the two Governments 
•lie still in complete accord as to the policy to he pursued at Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MARTIN GOSSELIN. 


No. 230. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 


(Tele'-rat.hieA P. Foreign Office, November 28, 181)0. 

' V REPORT lias been received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van stating 
that serious trouble is threatened by the arrival of Armenian revolutionary agents 
from the Persian side of the frontier, and that tbo Kurds are excited and peaceable 
Armenians terrorised by their language and proceedings. 

'I In: Vice-Consul suggests that troops should he sent into the balmas district )> 
the Russian Government, and that steps should tie taken to prevent the spread of the 
revolutionary propaganda across the frontier. 
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No. 237. 

Consul-General Blunt to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 30.) 


(No. 52.) 

My Lord, ^ Salonica , November 22, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of my 
despatch, relative to tlic Commissions which have been constituted in the Vilayets (if 
Salonica, Monastic, and Cossova, for the purpose of collecting pecuniary contributions 
to the armament fund at Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BLUNT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 237. 

Consul-General Blunt to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 100.) 

8 * r ’ T ,, , Salonica, November 22, ]89(i. 

I 11 A\ E tlic honour to confirm my telegrams No. 113 of the 9tli. and No (it of 
the 10th instant, reporting that, in accordance with the Sultan’s Iradd, Commissions 
lrnt’ been formed in the \ ilnyets of Snlouicu, Monastir, and Cossova, for the collection 
of a contribution for military purposes, and I now inclose a copvof a despatch which I 
liavc received from the Acting British Vice-Consul at Monastic on the subject. 

I he measure is regarded herewith the same feelings as those described in the 
nl.nyc report; the most enlightened Turks in this place, both in official and private 
‘•Iieles, hemg convinced that much of the money raised will be diverted to the needs 
of (lie Palace. 

Although the contribution is understood to he compulsory on Mahoiutnednns onlv, 
th • trade expressly stated that subscriptions from non-Mnliommcdans will be accepted 
as a proof of loyalty, and the important Jewish community of Salonica have termed a 
t ommission among themselves which lias already collected 250/, None of the other 
nott-Malioimiiednn communities have as yet followed this course. 

1 also understand that the authorities ill some districts of this vilayet are calling 
upon the t hristian villages to subscribe to the new fund, and aro using some pressure 
towards thorn representing it as a duty to assist Hie object of the Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. E. BLUNT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 237. 

^ (J I j rlctiny Vice-Consul Blunt to Consul-General Blunt. 

Sir." ... 

I IT A vi.' t i 1 . . Monustir, November 12, 1806. 

mission has 1 . H< ” u ' report that pursuant to an Irade of the Sultan a Com- 

St' d fer l,tu “‘“ this town, under the residency of the Governor- 
collection ot i",“ tak( ' 0,0 1 mo!,8Urcs ,wst calculated to secure the prompt 

200 piastres caoll l>ltulatlon tax to 1,0 loVK '' 1 0,1 -Mussulmans of from 5 piastres to 

iWJwfaShZSS l an,fr^ Urp0 f iS M t0 ,' , °, ! ,lst i t '" toJ i!l cacl ‘ of «>0 districts 
to the annanmat'fu^nV^ mlse.TarUot.l.U^ CoMmi “ ioM #ro ,0 ■» se,lt 

son.e uneasiness among U.c Chriltitl"" here"''* TB,W * Ci '' tll ' S ’ a, "‘ cxcitiug 

I liave, Ac. 

(Signed) G. 8. BLUNT. 


1001 ] 













No. 238. 


.Ur. Milbanke lo llie Murifms* of Salisbury.—(.Received .Voeember .i0.) 

(No. 38.1 Confidential.) Notmbl ,r 21,189(5. 

y I HAVE tl.c honour to inform your Lordship that Count Ool»jl.o«rdci icllatmo «.at 
Ik* has received similar information to that which 1ms been revolted by S ‘ . > 

vL umt .he1nM.erov of Russia was unwilling to consent to ^ 

imnlied i lie adoi.lion of coercive measures against the Sultan. Ills excellency, u, u 
no ■.linear lo he surprised at this intelligence, evidently thought that the announcement 
ol this resolve on the part of the Rustian Government rendered the prospect of any 
satisfactory result being obtained in regard to the introduction of reforms in urkey 
e.xtreinelv^ prohlematieal. The Ambassadors might, indeed, continue to study the 
•most it til but as far as be himself was concerned, he was as much opposed as c\ ci to 
undertaking anv action, except on the understanding that it was not to be anot.ioi tarcc, 
and that the Bowers really intended lo enforce whatever proposals they should agtee 

' "'('lie Great Powers appeared, indeed, to tie unanimous on the subject ot maintaining 
the status am, lint while the one part wished, by the introduction of salutary reforms to 
postpone tie linnl l.reak-down of the Turkish Empire as long as passible the other 
apparently objected lo adopt any such measures, and was willing merely to look on, hi to 
111 !- situation in Turkey drifted from had to worse. Under these circumstances, the only 
.light cause for satisfimtion was that Russia, whatever her other >nten‘ioW) might Wdid 
not appear to wish for any general conflagration. As long as the situation at Constanti¬ 
nople remained quiet, there was consequently no immediate cause for anxiety, but Count 
Gohichowski said he should very much like to know what action the lowers meant to 
take ill the event of a further Outbreak in the Turkish capital, winch alter all might 

" m,1 |n a'lluding'to'tho refusal of the Russian Government to accept the French scheme 
for the reorganization of the financial administration of turkey, Count Goluchonski said 
that he thought it must have caused M. Hnnotuux very considerable annoyance. lie 
laid been led to believe for weeks past that the French and Russian Governments bail 
come to a complete understanding, and had been in daily expectation of a communi¬ 
cation Iron. M . Cliiclikinc on the subject, instead of which he had now received the 
aiinounconient that the Russian Government would have nothing to do wi . the ruu.li 
proposals. During the various conversations 1 have had with Ins 9 J' 1 ,® 

subject lie always seemed to me to entertain a certain mistrust in regard to M. Ilnnotauxs 
financial scheme, as he appeared to imagine that its principal object was to Serve specific 
French financial interests. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


Anthopoulo ratlin to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Remret! Not -ember 30.) 

L’AMUASSAUEUR dc Turipiie presente scs compliments ii sa Seigncurio le Marquis 
de Salisbury ct a 1’honncur, oil so isSI'firniit it i’entretien dc Mercrcdi dernier, dc porter it 
fill coniiaissancc cc ciui suit: , , ... ., . . , . „ . „ 

l.c Gouvcmcment Iin|icrinl, dans son vit cl sincere desir il executer toutes Its 
reformes ou’il avail promis d’introduirc dans I’Kmpire, n’a ccsse dc s occupcr dc la 
iirmnpte application de ecs reformes ct cu a dejh realise la plus grande partic, 1st bubliino 
Porte emit done micessairc, on vertu ilu Vruitc dc Berlin, do fairc connallrc aux Grander 
Puissances les reformes executes cn so Ihisant unc ritgle lie no citer que ties huts 

Vin”t-ne(if Chretiens sunt nomtnes dans les six provinces d'Anatolic, dont six coniine 
adjoiuts "dcs Gouvcmcurs-Gciicraux, six inspectcurs juiliciuiics, quatre udjomts dcs 
Mutvssui it's. ol«e adjoints des Caiinacuus, ct ddUX Ciiiniucaiis. 

L'u grand iiombre dc Chretiens csl iucorportS dans la gendarmerie ct la police et les 
funds pour It. reorganisation de ces deux corps et des pcrceptcurs d’l.nputx sont deju 
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allouds et. ordonnaneds. On continue fairc appel aux autres Chretiens de venir* 
s’cnnMer. 

Des Commissions d’Enqudtc et de Contrdle des litres' de propriety sont ildj& institudes 
ct en fonctions. 

La division des communes ct I’clection dc Icur Mudir sont accomplies et on est cn 
voie dc former les Conscils Municipaux. 

Plusieurs Clihretiens qui out eu recoups aux nutoritds, ont dtd ad inis it servir dans 
r Administration. 

Les dimes ont dtd miscs aux enchercs par les autorites dcs vilayets ct aft’ermdes aux 
indigenes. 

I.cs membres des Conscils Administratifs et des Tribunaux sont, suivant Us lois y 
relatives, dlus par les habitants. 

Lc systdme de prestation pour les routes et chemins est pratique. 

On s’occupc dc la reorganisation des prisons. Lc principal devoir des inspectcurs 
judiciaires, taut Musulmnns que Chrdtiens, envovds cn Anatolic, consistc i\ vcillcr a cc quo 
les maisons d’arrdt et les prisons soient tenues flans ties conditions confonncs aux exigences 
de rhvgidne, dc la justice, ct de I’hunmnite. Les devis des ddpcnscs qu’occasionuernit 
^amelioration des maisons d’arrdt ct des prisons provinciates sont sounds ii l'cxumcn du 
C'onseil des Ministrcs. 

II est proedde au ddsannement des habitants. Les regiments Ilamidids nc sont 
autorisds a porter dcs armes (pic durant le temps des excicices militaircs. 

tin ddlai dc deux ans est accordd pour lc paiement des taxes d’exondration militaire. 

II a dtd envoyd cn Anatolic des Commissions pour distribuer dcs secouvs et restitucr a 
leurs propridtaircs les objets enlevds ou voles. 

8a Majestd Impdriale le Sultan aynnt etc informd qu’un certain nombre de 
Musulmans et non-Musulmans, accusds d’avoir coinmis dcs mdfoits pendant les derniers 
desordres sc trouvait ddtenu sans jugement, des instructions ont etc adressdes a tous les 
fonctionnaircs judiciaires les invjtant ii proceder dans le plus bref ddlai au jugement dc 
tous les individus dc ccttc catdgoric ct n rendre les sentences requises dc condamnation ou 
d’ucquittcment. Ainsi des jugetnents ont dtd ddjit rendus a l’dgnrd dc plus de la moitid de 
ces individus; quant aux autres, leurs proeds sont instruils activcmcnt. 

II est alloud des sommes pour la restnuration de certains etablissements Chretiens, 
tclsquc: dcoles, dglises et monastdres <pii avaient dtd endommagds pendant les (lenders 
troubles. 

liuldpcudamment du don important <pie 8a Majestd Impdriale a accordd sup sa 
cassette particulidrc en favour dcs ndcessiteux. dcs souscriptions recueillies par une Com¬ 
mission institute it Constantinople et s’dlevant a plus de £ T. 30,000, ont dtd distribudes 
par les employes spdcialement envoyds cn Anatolic*,'soit en espdee, soit en graincs de sentence. 

lx*s habitants dont les maisons avaient dtd endoimnagecs sont autorisds a couper 
gratuitement dans les fordts dc I'fitat du hois neccssaire i\ la restauration de leurs 
demeures. 

La Commission d'Inspection Militaire, au sein dc la(|uellc sidgeuient, pour cctto 
cirionstanee dcs ofticiers supdrieurs dtrangers se trouvunt au service dc l’£tat, avait dtd 
ebargeede fairc une er.qudtc sur la conduitc des troupes Impcrialcs ct de la police pendant 
Its (lenders troubles it Constantinople ct a remis son Rapport, a la Sublime Porte. II en 
rdsulte que les nutoritds et les troupes s’dtnient acquittees consciencieuscmcnt dc leur 
devoir a l’exception dc sept ou liuit agents de police qui avaient fait preuve dc negligence 
dans la restitution d’objets voids rctrouvds entre les mains de (luelques individus sans 
aveu. 

Ces agents ont dtd immddiatement arretds et ddfdrds aux Tribunaux pour 6trc 
jugds. 

Amsi le Gouvcrncmcnt Impdrial a tenu A romplir entidrement ses promesses malgid 
les entraves suscitdes nar les rdvolutionnaires Armdniens qui auraient pu retarder leur 
accomplisscmcnt. A l heurc qu’il est il nc rcste que deux ou trois rdforntes, tclles quo 
cellcti visnnt les dlcctions dcs Conscils Communaux, (’institution des gardes ebampdtres, 
et des .luges de Pnix, rdformes dont 1'exdcution a dlt subir (luebiuc retard et sur 1 esq u el Its 
ou ddhbere encore. 

Majestd Impdriale le Sultan soueieux du bien-etre tie ses sujets a binn voulu 
ordonucr l’nppliention des reformes susincntionndes dans toutes les autres provinces dc 
Empire avec les modifications exigdes par les ndeo.ssites locales. 

'om mo preuve des efforts si nee res du Gouvcrnement Impdrial pour I’applieation dcs 
lefunnes oni pourrait citer la satisfaction exprime'e par les Consuls d’Angleterre et de 
i.n.ce au Vali d’Erzcrouin pour la promptitude ddployde i\ ce sujet duns la ditc 
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II n’cst pas besoin dc rappel or lcs diminutions dc vevcnus quc lc Trcsor Imperial a 
sullies du fait lie la dcrnierc guerre cl a la suite du Traits dc Berlin. I.n Bulgaric, la 
(Jrecc, le Montenegro, et la Serbie n’ont pas payd lcs redevances qui avaient <*te mises a 
leur charge, ni Icurs parts contrihutives dans la Dette G end rule dc l’Empire. D’autrc part, 
le Go liver ncment Imperial a dtd oblig'd dc computer son materiel et ses munitions do 
guerre, de restaurer lcs dtaWissemcnts de bicnfaisancc <t d’utilitd publique qui avaient 
souflert pendant lcs hostility et dc payer rdguliurement rindemnite de guerre stipuldo cn 
favour de la Russie. Tout ccla a pu etre fait sans rccourir a un grand emprunt. 

Mais bicn que 1’applicntion cn enticr des rdforincs desirces par I’Europe cxige dcs 
Bommcs considerables, qudques-utio dcs Grandcs Puissances, qui poursuivent ^execution 
des dites reformes, soulbvent dcs difficulty taut ii la signature des Traites dc Commerce 
qui serviront ii augmentcr lcs revcuus de 1’Ktat, <|u'£k ('acceptation dc quclqucs monopolcs 
cjuc Ic Gouvcrncmcnt Imperial a l’intcntion d’etablir. 

I.a Sublime Porte c.-t anivee, grace a ccrtnines economics rdalisdes et ii dc nouveaux 
rev onus qu’cllc a su order, it non sculcmcnt equilibrer mais encore disposer d un excedent 
superieur a £ 'J*. 1,200,000, dans le Budget dc i’anndc proebaiue. Cet excellent lui 
permettra de mettre ordre, cn sc renfermant dans lcs limites d’une stride dconomie, u 
I’ndministration de scs ddpenses ordinnires et extraordinnires. 

l/occosion scmble bourn? niissi pour relever quo le Gouvcrncmcnt Inipdrial a respecte 
et respecte les gnrantics qu’il a four hies pour lcs engagements (innueiers qu’il a contractds 
vis-a-vis de 1’Europe ct mi’il n'a jamais voulu interval ir dans le service dc la Dette 
Publiquc Ottoinane, dont 1 administration rst confide aux ddldguds dcs “bondholders,” et 
pour artirmer oussi (pic le Gouvernement Imperial sc fera toujours uu devoir dc continuer u. 
ptisdven r dans eettc intfme ligne de couduite propre ii rassurcr tons les intercsses. 

IA-xcedeiit prdvu pour le prochain 1 Ox e reice sera a fleet e aux ddpenses ndecssitdes par 
Papplication des reformes; mais coinnic la plus grande partie des sommes eomposant; cet 
exeddenl doit provenir des revemis qui resulteront dc Papplication des nouveaux Traites 
de Commerce et de Petablissemenl des monopoles, la Sublime Porte estime quo lcs 
Puissances, dans leur ddsir dc voir ccs reformes exdcutdcs, lie peuvent sc refuser d’entrer 
dans la scule voic qui permettra au Gouvernement Imperial de lcs rduliscr. 

Sa Scigneurie trouvem dans PAnnexc ei-jointO le resume rddigd sur lcs informations 
fournics pur les Gouverncuis-Gciicruux et conccrmmt les ldformes nppliquets dans les 
Vilayets de Sivns, Diarbckir, Billis, Van, el Erzeroum. Le Gouvemeur-General de 
Mnmouret-uLAziz. n’ayanf pas liiit encore parvenir tons les renseignemehts qui lui avaient 
did (Icmnndds, Anthopoulo Pacha rdserve d’en faite 1’objet d’une communication 
aussitbt que le document y relatif lui sera envoyd. 

A in Inis sad r luijicridle de 'J'urijuic, JjOiutrcs, 
le 30 Novembre, 18!)G. 


Inclosure in No. 230. 
Memorandum. 


Vilayet de Sims. 

UN Mouavin non-Musulmun a etc nommd auprds du Vnli. Dcs Mouavins non- 
Musulmnns out etd dgnlcinent nommds auprds des Mutcssurifs de 'Pocat ct de Kura-11issar 
Cliarki et des (’aimacans de Gurun et de Mars ovum 

La population nun-Musulmunc du vilayet dtunt dans la proportion dc 17 pour cent 
par rapport a la population Musulniane, les autoritds Impdrialcs out dejit pris les 
dispositions ndecssaircs pour que les functions administratives soient rdparties cn 
consequence. 

La coni|)Osition lies Conseils Ailminbtiatil- sc fait deja d’apres les indications dc 
PArticle 0 du plan dcs reformes. 

L’organisation des imhids a ddjii comtnencdc et sera termine'e dans quclqucs jours. 
Les villages out ddjii leurs Moukbtars et aucun village lie pourra ddsormais, conlormbnient 
a PArticle 10, relever dc deux unhid* ii la Ibis. Les Juges de Paix scront nommds aussitbt 
que I’orgunifcation des unliids sera lichcvee. Des Inspect ears judiciaircs Musulmuns et non- 
Mu-ulmnns out die dejn m.mines. Des agents dc police out did recrutes parmi lcs sujets 
Musulmuns et ncin-Musulmaiifi conforiiiduient aux dispositions de PArticle 20. 
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Les agents de police dcs nahids seront recrutes lorsque leur organisation sera 
lermindc. 

Lc reerntement dcs ofliciers et soldnts dc la gendarmerie s’cflectue confornidincnt 
•aux dispositions dc PArticle 22. 

Plus de soiXante gendarmes non-Musulmans ont dtd engngds jusqu’ici et le reste le 
sera dans quclqucs jour.-. 

Des gardes champctres scront choisis suivnnt le mode indique dans PArticle 24 aprds 
Porganisation des naliids. Les Rdglcments existants sur la tenue dcs prisons ct des maisons 
d’nrrdt sont stricteincnt exdcntcs c*t lcs Comitds (PKmpidte Prdliminaire mentionnds dans 
PArticle 20 fonctionncnt rdgulieremeht. II n’cxist pas de trihus ni de Kurdcs dons ce 
vilayet. Des CominissionR out etc institude.s pour la revision des litres de propriete. La 
li-t, des Recoveurs dressde par Ic vilayet cst soumise ii la Sublime Porte. Ceux-ei entreront 
cn fonctions aussitbt que lours nominations seront confirm&s. Lti perception de la dime 
sc lait par voie d’aftermage ct par village et toutes les dispositions de PArticle 31 sont 
strictement appliqudes. 


Vilayet de Diarlxfkir, 

Lc Mouavin du Vnli ct les Inspceteurs judiciaircs ont etc deja nommds' et cxcvecnt 
leurs fonction-. Dos Mouavins ont etc egalcment Homines auprds des Cnimacnns de 
certuiiis districts. Lorganisation de la police a dtc uecomplic; dix-neuf gendaivnes ont 
die deja recrutes au chcl-lieu de la province et le rcfcruteineut continue, [/organisation 
d( s nahids se fait et lcs dlections ont commence. Ixs memhres des Conseils Administratifs 
sont choisis tant au clid-lieu que duns les sandjinks suivant Ic mode indique dans le plan. 
Lcs Uoinitcs (PKnqudtc Prdliminaire fonclionncnt deja. En application de PArticle b, les 
fonctibnnaiics non-Musulmans doiveut btro dans le vilayet au nomine dc quatre-vinet-dix. 
Commoil cn existecinquante-ncuf, le nombre sera eoa.pl’ctd au fur et h mesure (les vacimces! 


Vilayet de Billis. 

Le Mouavin du Vali ct ceux de (luclques Mutessarifs et Caimacahs sont dejil 
Homines. I.a perception des impots so fait oxclusivcmcnt par des Recoveurs Musulmuns et 
•um-Musulinans. Les bataillons dc gendarmerie avant leur Reflect if rdglemenlaire, dcs 
'spositions sont prises pour le rcmplacument par des Clndliens dcs gendarmes jVds 
ou infinnes. Des Comites d’Enqudte Piciiminaiio et des Commissions chargees do^la 
revision des litres de propriete ont did dej. institues, et out commence a fouctionner. Les 
dispositions du plan eoncernnnt In migration des Ivurdes et des tribus nut dtd mises 
en application it pftvtir de cette anndc. La perception de la dime se fait par voic 
d’iill'eriiKtge et par village. Les me ubres dcs C.’onseils Administratifs sont dlus parmi les 
Musulmuns et les non-Musulmans, coiiformdmeiit au mode indiqud dans Ic plan. Les 
Kegkiiieiits sur le- fcuillcs de route et Ic port (Puimcs sont dgalement appliques aux 
Kurde-. Des foiictionmiircs non-Musuhiums seront nommds aux posies administratifs 
piopoiiunmcHemeut aux cluflies dcs populations Musulniane ct non-Musulmane. Lu liste 
de- agents de police qui doivent ctrc recrutes a etc ddjii envovde ?» la Sublime Porte. Le 
••■ci vice (I:- la police cst organise dopuis cinq mois au chef-lion Vt dans lcs saiuljiaks, Les 
nspeettui > judiciaircs ont pris les dispositions ndcessaircs pour aeccldrer le jugcmeiit 
i C j* ° l | H i cn cou,s ( ‘ r fiurveillcnt Mat des prisons. L’orgunisation dcs nuhids se 

etions ont dejii commence. Lvs fornmlitds ndecssaires pour le choix dcs 
gaide> chuinj.cticB, l’institulion du Conseil des Ancions, et Ic reerntement d’agents 
(Mm/ddtd!- aUX mil,i ^ 8 80,01,1 rL ‘ m i’ lit!S aussit ^A que l organisation des communes' sera 


Vilayet dc l’an. 

I J, 1 s .^, Hu i;Yi ,ls iiomimis nupris tin Villi ct (les CaVnuicmis (le deux districts. 

, ,„ s V; !ll,l .'‘.I’leliminnirc ont did ddjft formds. I.cs habitants non-Musulimms 
: ■ ' 1 'V 'I' 11 ' ceux d cutre cux qui ddsiroinieut piieiidrc du service dims la ecuduriuerio 
, ' 11 . ', r! illtt ot , ( t I " 1X cctoiitt's InijK'iinlcs. Lcs Iiisjiccteurs judiciaircs font 

l ,0 ' lrilt *es d. J "8|)eclion et deux maisons, dont I’une servim dc prison 
| our l( a h-umua, et I autre d h6|,itul pour les ddleiius ilialtldcs, ont die ddjii luudcs. 

1 J :| K 
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Vilayet tl’Erseroum. 

L’onmnisntion (les wil.its a <lcjA comnicnci. Ij» lislo lies llecuveurs a M ssoiimUe 
Mi.iistrre .Ic I’lutCm-ur of. ell.- <s. n. courn d’ewm.cn. D« C0mm.Ki.nn9 chorgte tic 
In 'revision ,lcs litres de ,.io,.ri^ out ft* inslituces ct co.mi.cnceront a fonctmnnej 
jmssilAt 11-JO ics instructions ile.namliies » to sujet a lu Sublime J <>rU. amont M 
envoj&s. Toutcs les uutres dispositions du pltm (Ins rulormes out [dtd coinplctenicnt 
nppliqu^os. 


No. 210. 

T he Marguw of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. dti.i.) foreign Office, December 1,1806. 

' I II -VVII rcenived jour Excolloitcv's despatch No. !)f.8 of the 17th instunt 
inclosing a report from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis regarding the progress of 
reforms ill that vilayet. ..in. 

I approve your Excellency's proposal to make representations to the I orlo 
respecting the seizure of relief money for the payment of tithes, as reported by 

Mr. Monahan. , „ 

i am, etc. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 2*11. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Ueccieetl December *1.) 

Mv'liord^ Thcra/iia, November 20, 18011. 

' ' IN replv to vour Lordship’s despatch No. 20s of the 711. October, respecting the 
expulsion of Armoiiinns from Silleh, I have ilio honour to state that l tliought it 
advisable to obtain fuller information respecting tliis incident before making repre¬ 
sentations to the Sublime Porte on the matter. , „ , 

I now learn from the British Vice-Consul at Konin, who lias come to ( onstanU. 
nople on leave, that the forty Armenian families mentioned in his despatch were 
spending the hot, weather at Silleh which is a summer resort close to koma, and were 
merelv sent back to their town houses by the military commandant. Although the 
proceedings of the officer were arbitrary, it is probable* that Ids object was to avoid 
any disturbance, as there was a considerable Mussulman population and no Armenian 
residents in the village. 

Under these circumstances 1 have not thought it necessary to take any further 
action in the matter. 

I have, St c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 212. 

Sir I' Currie In thr Munitions of Salisbury.—(Rereivetl December 3.) 

Mv liord ^ Constantinople, November 21, L89B. 

^ WITH reference to my despatch No. 0W of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 
state that I learn that the sentence of death passed on the Bishop of Bitlis has been 
confirmed by the Court of Cassation, and is now before the Sultan. 

1 have caused n Memorandum to be presented to the Grand Vizier relating the 
circumstances of the case, as reported hv Mr. Monalmn in his despatch No. 5(1 ot the 
jftth ultimo, and requesting that all possible leniency may be shown to the Bishop. 

Although I have little hope that a free pardon will he granted to him, yet it is very 
unlikely that the sentence of death will be actually carried out. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUlilUE. 
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No. 243. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Sttlisbunj.—{Received December 3.) 

(No. 973.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, November 21, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 909 of the Ith November, I have the 
honour to report that the “lkdam” of the 21st instant, announces tile appointment 
of an Armenian, Perid Effbndi, to the post of Kaimnkum of JIndjin. Nazaret 
Potikian EfTendi, also an Armenian, has been appointed Kutmaknm of Ilafik in the 
Vilavct of Sivas. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 2-11. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 3.) 

v No. 975.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 25, 1890. 

THE execution of the Armenian reforms under the auspices of the French 
Embassy docs not appear to lie making much practical progress, notwithstanding the 
orders which have undoubtedly been issued from the Palace. 

The want of money, the total disorganization of the public services, and the want 
of confidence on the part of the Armenians resulting from the total impunity accorded 
to those concerned in the massacres, create obstacles that could hardly ho successfully 
surmounted even if the Sultan’s determination to keep his promises were much 
stronger than it is. M. Cainhon's own language shows very Utile belief in the success 
of his efforts, end the Chief Dragoman of tlu* French Embassy, who has been in 
constant communication at the Palace with Izzet Bey, admits that he does not believe 
that any practical amelioration will he arrived at. 

It seems probable, however, that we are entering on a calmer phase of the 
Armenian question. Some credit is due for this to the Sultan’s recent action in regard 
to reforms, some to the negotiations which have passed with the Revolutionary 
Committees in London and Paris through the medium of Diran Bey, and more to tin; 
meeting of the National Assembly and the election of tin* Patriarch, which were 
arranged by the Sultan, through tin* mediation of Art in Pasha. 

it is believed that a more conciliatory policy will now he adopted towards the 
Armenians, and that the Revolutionary Committee will, for the present, abstain from 
any further acts of provocation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 245. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 3.) 

(No. 970. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Per a, November 25,1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose a Memorandum by Mr Block of a confidential con¬ 
versation which be held yesterday with Tewtik Pasha, the Minister for foreign A flail's, 
in regard to the communications which have been recently passing between the French 
Ambassador and the Palace. 

The singular frankness of his Excellency’s language maybe partly due to annoyance 
at having been left out of these negotiations; hut it must also ho borne in mind that 
the traditional policy of the Porte is to sow the seeds of jealousy and dissensions 
between tile Representatives of the Great Powers, and that the task of doing so in the 
present instance may hnve been confided to Tewfik Pasha, while I/.zct Bey is negotiating 
with the French Embassy. 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 24-5. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block . 

UI AD ..long and confidentialcoition 

yesterday. \\ itli rmnl n nd some minor reforms had 

them into l«ree. tint nltliough there '. done As f or M. Camliiin, lie thought, 

been completed, there mis still i g tW interests of French financiers 

his motives wore purely pcmonnl. and he »»a aetnv • ™ mmSsin!ii of t ] lc Turkish 

anti French eoncessionimucs utlui Of ‘ } correspondence between 

mition, or of the eonsem o ^ to’him, the Foreign 

Mi^r: ret entirely *to' French atfidr, 

» f M**r for « Frcnch RaUv ^ 

Company.^ Grand Vizier, the French obtained a for a line 

from '?rr ^- Bi t 

Ivia’rn; ^nre'i^^o^iii. ei. ot la trv-ana^r-’ 

SlSs^lSrs ast S&WSK 

Armenian question. 

November 25, 1800. 


No. 210. 

Sir l>. Currie la ilir Harq new of StilMwjf.- (Rfreiwd December 3.) 

^•o. 1)77 Most Confidential.) , Vum „| w 

' ix* the course of a eonlidentinl conversation which 1 had yesterday with the 
French Vmbassador, lie referred to the i|iieslion of the Straits as the standing obstacle 
to the co- 1 ,peratimi of Russia with the oilier Rowers in the nllhirs ol l nrkev. . 

I asked him whin solution of the (|iiostion would, in his opinion, satisfy Russia, 
lie said that he had never been aide to extract from M. tie Nelnlow a definite answer 
to that Oiiestion, but that lm had been struck by the language wInch M..latlow.sk}, 
Firai Secretary of the Russian Jimbnssy, who is acting 11 s Charge d Affaires 111 
VnibassndoFs nbsence, had employed some tew days ago. . ,. . 

hi renlv to an inquiry from M. t 'ambon as to what were the rca mins ot Russia, 
M. Jadowik'v had said that they did not want Constantinople; that they would not 
i vtui bbioet t«> its being administered by foreign l’owcrs, but ibat. tlie Black bon \va 
their house, and that within that house they wanted absolute security from foreign 
attacks Fill- that purpose, the outlet of the Ihisphorus into the Mack Sea must be 10 
their hands. The Mediterranean might then begin at Hoicos, opposite Iherapta, on 
tlm Asiatic- side of the Upper Bosphorus. . . , . , 

i sb.imbl not, under ordinary oircumstauecs, attach much weight to the obsorvn- 
lions of Al. .fndowsky, who, though an able man, has failed 111 Ins career, and is on 
bad terms with his chief, hut they deserve some importance when quoted by the 
French Representative as a statement of the views of Russia, to which he had listened 
with attention. 
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M. Cnmbon went on to say that it was not inconsistent with what M. do Ndlidow 
bad said on the subject, although going farther than he had ever done. 

M. Gambon’s private opinion appeared to be that such a settlement as that 
suggested would be generally acceptable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP GLUME. 


No. 247. 

Sir P. Cure! • to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 3.) 

(No. 081.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 20, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 8G5 of the 25th October, I have the honour 
to I or ward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty s Consul at Smyrna respecting the migration of Mouhajirs into the 
Armenian Provinces. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUHR1K. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 217. 

Acting Consul-General Cumberbatch to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 115.) 

*^ r > _ ( ^ Smyrna, November 20, 1S9G. 

U Pi ll reference to your Excellency’s despatch of the 31st ultimo, informing me 
ol the Foreign Minister's declaration that he was ignorant of the emigration of 
Mouhajirs under Government auspices reported by me, 1 have the honour to send 
herewith copy ol a letter from Mr. Vice-Consul Kliopoulos, giving further details on 
the subject. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) II. A. CUMBERBATCH. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 217. 

I Ire-Consul Eliopoulos to Acting Consul-General Cumberbatch. 

Monsieur, Aivuli, le 13 Novembre, 1S9(>. 

j ,,, V0 ^ lc h.ttre du l Novembre. Sur le sujet on question du rcpeuple- 

im iit do 1 Annenie par des families Turqucs, Mouhadjirs ct autres dc la contrde do co 
district, jui, d’uno source digue do foi, U'S informations suiv.mtes. Le Gouvcvnemont 
line central a beau nice le fait comme vous dites, cependunt ecci existe: Sur son insti- 
giuioii sans doutc, le Cttlpraean de i’ergame, dans le mois d'Octobro dernier, nurait 
;i plusiours reprises les Moudirs des imhifis d’avisor les families Mouliadiirs 
■ ui'toiu, Iimis sans exeluro d’autros families Turqucs, d'allor sVitablir en Annenie, atlx 
eomluions notccs dans ma preccdentc lettre. 

Moudirs ilevaient dresser elmcun title lisle eonteimnt le nomhra et les noms 
'.I! l , '!s >l "' ! * 1 u i auraieut declare ee desir, et cos monies |iersonnos, niiris cela, dovaieat 
e re pretes a j-artir h destination imnnhliatemeiit apris lo rctonr tie la iTmonsc nceom- 
liagnee par les fomls necessaivos an vovnae. 



LtHil] 











II paiait « ? si quo poor-d^»c ca*ad™> tatoS&fc 

ainsi pour les derives du Gaza dc lu o‘ l » I m&mc. Ils parlent d’un 

ccttc expedition. Veuillc*, &c. 

(Signi) A. ELTOl’OULOS. 

No. 248. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.-(Heed"* December 3.) 

(No. 982.) Constantinople, November 2(1,1890. 

My Lord, . , , v„ sum of (he 22ml October, 1 have the honour 

VT, the Boavd to Tbit the prison, of 

Constantinople. j 1)ave j. c 

(Signed) ‘ ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc 1 in No. 248. 

Dr. Dickson to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 55.) Constantinople, November 24,189(>. 

, HAVE, he honour to. infom. 

Delegate, observed to the Board of Hcaltl o te nkc r ch of the 23rd September, 

sador did not led satished with the jGra , Oclobcr and he requested the Board 

tUC 

1,ri8 °r!hS inZuhe Grand Vixirittl refusal to allow this inspection to take place 
• d£«U. of Grand Vir.ieVs teskerel, addressed to 

Towllk Pasha, President of the Board of Health, on tins Kiibjoct.^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) ' B. DICKSON. 


lnclosurc 2 in No. 243. 

Grand Vizir in! Teskerch, dated October 30 (November U), l 

*5ESsas-.^ 

No. 249. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December .1.) 

(No. 083.) Constantinople, November 2(1, 1890. 

My I.ord, , ,. r n,,. I7iii instant, 1 have the honour 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 958 of . | ", S 1 have received from 

to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ot ,1 f ,.j oven further Armenian 

Her Majesty’s Consul at Eneroum reporting the leUasi oi tievu. 

prisoners. x h a vo, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUIUtlL. 
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lnclosurc in No. 241). 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 115.) 

Sir, Erzeroum , November 12,180G. 

AVITU reference to my preceding despatch of the Gth instant, l havo the honour 
to report that eleven more Armenian political prisoners were released here to day. All 
these men are inhabitants o: Erzeroum, and had been arrested about the end of 
September last at the monastery of Lusavovitch Yank, on the occasion of the 
unsuccessful attempt to capture certain revolutionary agents said to be in hiding 
there, reported in my despatch No. 100 of the 2nd ultimo. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) 11. W. GRAVES. 


No. 250. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 3.) 

(No. 084.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 20, 1800. 

I HAVE the honour to toward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which l have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van respecting the 
numerous depredations committed by the Kurds and the inability of the authorities 
to hold them in cheek. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 250. 

Major Williams to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 39.) 

Sir, Van, November 11,1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that several eases have occurred in which Kurds 
have robbed Armenian villages. In some arses grain lms been stolen, and in others 
the few remaining sheep and cattle have been driven off. I have urged on the Vali 
tin* necessity of putting a stop to this lawlessness. He has managed to capture two 
or three men; hut lie is obliged to confess that he is practically powerless, owing to 
tlie collapse of the police force, and the difficulty of obtaining help from the troops. 
The General commanding the troops here is not to blame. IJ.e means well and is on 
good terms with the Vali. 1 have often discussed the question with him, and it is clear 
that it is the ridiculous Turkish system of centralization which is chiefly to blame for 
the deadlock, while at the same time then* is a very real fear, from the Turkish point 
of view, that as long as the revolutionists are on the Persian frontier, the Kurds must 
he dealt with most tenderly. 

The local opinion here is, that the Kurds can and must he dealt with. 

The first point to he considered, is how to deal with those Kurdish Chiefs who 
are officers in the Hamidieh cavalry. In spite of the article in the scheme of reforms 
dealing with this matter, it is quite evident that no ordinary pressure will ever induce 
the Turks to put these officers under the civil power. But it scorns to me that it 
might he arranged that they should lie liable to lie dealt with by court-martial for 
offences against the civil power. The mere threat that their much-prized rank was 
seriously in danger would do much to keep them on their good behaviour. As I havo 
hetore pointed out, it is quite wrong, from every point of view, that the officers of tho 
Hamidieh regiments should he practically independent ot the local military autho¬ 
rities. At the very least where, as here, there is a General of Division they should 
be directly under his orders. 

'the second point is the relation of the troops to the civil power. Tho police, for 
practical purposes, no longer existing in this province, security can only he obtained 
by the help of the troops. The Vali lias asked to have a battalion placed at hit 
disposal whenever he finds help necessary. Such an arrangement is impossible, 
lliore should, however, ho no difficulty in arranging for tho co-operation of the civil 
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. .... „„n, n viiics If his Imperial Majesty the Sultan couhl be induced 

< lli, " , ; ,: " f n v“l,mdd b,‘"iUhi.’ in barracks l.cm while the Vali with di«e»Hy 

&!:il"liJM* ,Jm nndoiUww.. that Mi- Imperial Majesty will no. permit 
these raids to continue. 

(Si® * XV. u. WILLIAMS. 


No. 251. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquee* of $ti!hlnir,j.—(ltcciU etl December 3.) 


(No. !>S5.) pjro, November 20,189ft 

•' Ml'AVB the honour to report that at a meeting of tie Armenian General 
Assemble held on the IStb ' instant at the Patriarchate at honm bapou, 
Mgr. Maehanian Orne.mian was elected Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople, in the 
r<i<»m of \1 «m- I zmirliuu. l>v 17 votes out of a total of l*-. .... 

M-r Urmnnitin was horn at Pera in ISII. and belongs^to a t albnlic Armenian 
faiuilv. As a v.mng man he joined the Society of Catholic I nests at Ortakcm known 
ns Andaman, and at the time when the Armenian < athohe community ''as »pl t inU 
two sections, viz., tin* 1 Inssoumsts and tlm anti-ll:i«ouiii«U, lie adhered to too latter, 
mul trained a ureal reputation as n pir^clicr. . , ,„ 

"when however, the anti-l lassounist Patriarch resigned and was succeeded by a 
llassounist Kathi rOrmanian.at the head of some torty Catholic Armonians seceded to 
the Gregorian Church. If.- now holds a high position in tout community, and ht^dicou- 
nied several important sees, among-l others that of hi scroll in, w holies, he was recallc 
lone years ago hv order of the Sublime Porte. At the moment of ns election to the 
Patriarchate he held the post of Head of the Theological Seminary at Armnsli (Isnndt), 

which he himself had founded. . . ... 

\|„r Ornianiaii, besides being a master of the Armenian language, is acquainted 
with Inti, t rench and Latin. He is a Doctor of Theology, Phi nsophy. and Canon 
Law at the University of Home, and in 1887-88 was lYolo.sor n! Philosophy at the 
Patriarchal Academy at Klchmiadzin, a post which lie resigned in ordci to avoid 
adopting Itussian nationality, lie is also the author of various ecclesiastical 

..lection of M**r. Ormanian, which still awaits the Sultans confirmation, is 

said to he popular amongst the Armenians, who attribute it to the inline.,ce exercised 
on the Sultan hv Art in Pasha, I i udci-Secrutary of State for foreign Album. 

• 1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUP.Illli. 


SI, I'. Currie to llie Marquess of Salisbury.—[Hcrciccil December 3.) 


Mvl/nd Constantinople, Norcmber 27, 1H90, 

' WITH reference to nw ilespalch No. U.Vv of the 17th instant, I have the honour 
to forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received from 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Ititlis, reporting on the situation m the vilayet, and the 
pr at difficulty of executing any of the promised reforms. 


1 have, Ac, 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 252. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir P. Currie 

(No. 60.) 

Sil ’ vxTTioi, r , , , , Bitlis, November 10,1896. 

ATOH reference to my despatch No. 59 of the 4th instant, I have the honour to 
report hat I touched on the subject of reforms in conversation with his Excellency 
the \ ah the day before yesterday, hut his Excellency only said that certain measure's 
recommended by Shakir Pasha would lie executed after examination Practically 
nothing appears to have he,a. done yet. The reform most urgently needed is perhaps a 
change m the manner of collecting taxes, hut it is difficult to see how the zaptiohs are 
to live it their exactions from villages are stopped. I heard in JIusli from an 
authentic source• that: xaptichs starting to collect taxes were being instructed to treat 
Hu* villagers with mildness and forbearance. 

Hold,eries by Kurils in the Cazn of Akhlat (see my despatch above referred to) 
seem to he continuing. The Christian village Kidzvag in that; eaza was, according to 
the statement of Kidzvag villagers, robbed last week of over 2,000 sheep The Vali 
told me that Hamidieh soldiers were guilty of robbing in Akhlat Caza, and lie com¬ 
plained with some bitterness of the difficulties lie met in his endeavours to keep them 
m order, lie especially referred to Zekki Pasha as giving him trouble hv screenin'" 

or lavourmg Hamidiehs. His Excellency did not tell me that lie was ..diin” 

confidentially, hut I believe lie would prefer it not to he known that he made these 
observations to mo. 

It is generally reported, and there seems to he no doubt, that Shakir Paslm was 
roblird „r part of his baggage by Modoki Kurds on tile wav from here to Sairi and 

I 1 "".. Hip Kurds was at least final at by a zaptich by Shakir Pasha’s order I 

liavr not yet spoken to the* Vali about this incident. 

Shakir Paslm left Sailt on the 7th instant for Jezire in the Mosul Vilayet whence 
h" proceeds to Mnrdin and Dinrhekir. As 1 had the honour to telegraph to vour 
Excellency to-day, more than twenty Christians have been liberated hv his orders in,in 
Sairt prison. 

1 have, &c. 

(■Signed) J. u. MONAHAN. 


No. S3.**. 

Sir P. Currie la the Marquess of Salisbury.—(lieceicat December 3.) 

(No. 087.) 

M,v Uni Constantinople, November 27, 1800. 

Which V L • l “ f "™ 1 ." 1 l0 >'°“ 1 ’ hardship herewith copy of a despatch 

me It in I, IW T' s Vice-Consul at Sivas, reporting a commence- 

Still luider arnsr ° aml mdo8l,, S a tabular statement of the prisoners 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 1*1111,1 P CUltRIE. 


. 31 .) 


Inclosure 1 in No. 253. 

I ice-Consul llulmun to Sir I \ Ctirr 


I IIA V r iho iimw . t Sicas, November 12. 1830. 

v„p to ,!;, „otl.. further?" 1 lln , t ltT, '" t . l - v un °#' 1 '« s< ’nt. by I ho Porte, direct ing 

.... j . ° , " ( * 1 towards carrying out the reforms. Two days after la* 

e been appointed, oZto l.arlieulm'. 'fwo Chri-tia.m Mouavins 

('toi l in io Hu Saudjak ol Iokar, and one to Kara llissar. NoMouaviu 

1 J 3 At 












ar^at^--- & ^S3Sa?a 

(Signed) ’ I'. BULMAN. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 253. 

Statement of Armenian Prisoners in Sivas Prison. 



Sicas, October 31, 1896. 
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No. 251. 

fjir P. Currir to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 3.) 


(No. 080.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , November 27, 1800. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordiibip herewith, copy of an interesting 
Memorandum which I have received from. Mr. Dodson, Honorary Attache at this 
Embassy, reporting his interview with Hu* Armenian Gatholicos at Echmiadzin. 

T have, &c. 

(.Signed) PHILIP GURU IE. 


Inelosure in No. 251. 

Memorandum . 

Mil I LB visiting the Monastery of Echmiadzin on tin* 0th November last I received 
a message from the Catholieos requesting me to go to see him. 

11 is Highness, after questioning me as to the stale of Constantinople at the lime 
I left, and as to the possibilities of a termination of the present Armenian troubles, 
asked whether the Sultan would succeed in appointing Mgr. Bartolomeos Patriarch, 
adding that such an appointment would hi* intensely repugnant to the* large majority 
of Armenians. It was evident from the Oathplicos* manner that he shared the views of 
that majority. 

In reply to a question of mine, Mis Highness said that during the last two years 
25,000 Armenians had lied over the frontier from Turkey into Russia, mostly Iromthc 
Vilayet, ol* Van. 

1 asked what would become of them. His Highness said that the anti-Caucasus 
was not capable of supporting them ; there were, in the interior of Russia, large tracts 
in which they might settle, lmt they would not do so; they would wait in the districts 
round about until the spring in the hopes of being able to return to their homes, and if 
the situation grew more secure in Turkey, not only they, but many more Armenians 
who had emigrated into Russia before the recent troubles would return to Turkish 
Armenia; in fact, it was the policy of Russia to allow the present anarchy in Turkey 
to continue in order to induce Armenians to emigrate to her territory. 

The Governor of Titlis, whom I afterwards saw, also estimated the number of 
Armenians who had lied over the frontier by land at 25,000; lie added, that of these, 
5,•»()(» had arrived in his district without passports. 

(Signed) J. AV. DODSON. 


No. 255. 

Mr. Million he to the Marquess of Salisbury .— (Received December 3.) 

(No. 3*10. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, Pienna, November 27, 1800. 

UPON my calling yesterday on the Minister for Foreign A Hairs, his Excellency at 
once read me a telegram he had received from the Austrian Charge d’All'aiies at 
St. Petersburg}! reporting that there appeared to be a conquerable modification in the 
views taken by the Russian Government in regard to the proposals for the introduction 
of reforms in Turkey contained in your Lordship's despatch No. 123 of the 20th 
ultimo. 

M. Chiclikinc represented the matter to Marquis Pallavicini as a misunderstanding, 
the British Embassy having apparently derived the impression that the Cabinet of 
St. Petersburg!! uns opposed to your Lordship’s proposals, which, as a matter of fact, 
was not the ease, as they were, on the contrary, quite ready to take them into 
consideration. 

With regard to the employment of coercive measures towards the Sultan, M. Chicli- 
Lin** believed that, once His Majesty was thoroughly convinced on the unanimity of the 
Powi is, no Mich measures would he necessary, but should the Sultan continue to refuse 
the execution of the reforms that might be agreed upon, the Russian Government would 




i Lijuitmii nJilt’ll 


.... * .. .. oh uie inout. 

iDKht be necessary for imposing their will on His Imperial Majesty 


could, in my opinion, lie no queslion of any misunderstanding on the part of the British 
• s to Sir X. O'Conor on the subject of the employ- 


Embassy, as iM. Chiclikinc. .—... „n a.vumr on me suuject or the employ¬ 
ment ot coercion linil been perfectly clear—an opinion in which his Excellency fully 
concurred—ami lie seemed to think that the Russian Government had been desirous of 
bulling sonic pretext in order to excuse their sudden etiauge of tactics, 
i ™ i . iJnfrf liimself appeared to he considerably gratified at this new 
depart"! c at St. I etersburgh, hut lie insisted strongly on tile necessity, once the proposed 
reforms might he agreed upon, of the Powers coming to a distinct understanding in 
. c T c,on before any scheme was submitted to 
the Sultan. Such an understanding was indispensable if only in tho interest of the 
prestige ot the Great I oners, ior they could not again expose themselves to the risk of 
a possible refusal on the part of Hie Sultan. 

In the course ol our conversation the question was then raised as to ivliuli grounds 
there can have been for-this apparently sudden change ill the views of the Russian 
Government, and Count Qoluchowski seemed to attribute it to the fact that the S," 
was gaming ground at St. 1 etersburgh that Russian inlliienee at Constantinople was afte'r 
al not so "li-pmvcrful ns had been imagined, and that the Sultan was as indisposed to 
follow the counsels of Russia as those of any other Power, provided they were unpalatable 
to Ills Majesty. I Iis Excellency thought that this had very likely been brought home to 
the Government ut St. Petersburg!, by ,M. de Nelidow, who was; of course. Tetter 
acquainted .w ith the actual situation at Constantinople, and that the apparent change of 
policy on Hie part ot Russia might thus in a certain maimer lie accounted for. ” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MI USA NICE. 


No. 2oti. 


* °f Stili»burt/.~(Rcceivrtl December 3.) 


Mr. Milbunlte to the Mtirtju 
(No. 881. Very Confidential.) 

^ r {a r ;!|'. u - Vienna, November 30 . 18 D 6 , 

i i " Vi !: f f my de , s l« lt cli No. 870, Very Confidential, of the 27th instant 
liaic the honour to report that during a sliort conversation vestorday with Count 

litthfconfide ‘ K ? therod 1,10 impression' that there is still but 

ittli confidence felt here m the sincerity of the assurances recently given by the Russian 
■ oh lament that they were ready to take into consideration your Lordship's proposals 

for the introduction of reforms in the administration of Tin koy. 

si . ' rom , ount Szmc,l s remarks the opinion bore seemed to he Hint the Cabinet at 
M. i otersburgh had at last recognized that the state of allhirs at Constantinople was 
■ KiiTtTTtT n0t . ttt ' 1C "' " m " e,s "°“ ld 10 * dimux sooner than 

amtn, ,, Ti T’ r d ' • 0 r T r ‘, 0 l’ ost l’ 0,, c Slid, a result, tliov had decided to 
, ' ' t0 , rf, °" “ d< ‘ 31rL ' for ‘bo introduction of reforms, for, although the 

' 3°' eminent were averse to any real niiiclioration of Hie situation in Turkey 

TmlXTLl 0l ' th0 ^fore th£ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKK. 


Consul-General Want to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(licenced December 3 ) 

(No. 58.) 

•' VT'w., 1 . . . Satonica, November 28, 189H. 

I . >•>* >•. the honour to transmit herewith, for your information, n cony of mv 
despatch rejutwrto tho ill-treatment of certain Armenians in Vilayet ,,f Janin‘ , ml 
0 ^ ,0 P°®*Bon ot tho Armenian community at Salon ieu. ’ 

I have, &c. 

__(Signed) J, L. BLUNT 

[W1J 
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ftfclosurc 1 in No. 257. 

Consul-General Muni lo Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 103.) Salonica, November 27,1896. 

*"'• | have the honour to transmit herewith an extract from k letter v*igi I 1™J 

:ln ' 1 Twitvof'the men are in the Government service,some of them occupying vespon- 

sihhtSfot:^ 

Tmi-erial Commoner for the 
0 “frftK»nainderaro engaged in various trades and industries, and are all 

took l-'aee in Constantinople, 

.ImVa'iritiltLha issued srringent orders to the local police to take measures tor 
their protection and safety. j j, ftve & c .. 

(Signed) .1. E. 11LUNT. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 257. 

Vice-Consul Blakency to Consul-General Blunt. 

Prtvcsa, November 19, 1896. 

(EXl rlvO Armenians named respectively Michalian and llavarog, the former Chfef 
., • " hvet the latter teacher of the French language, have I con dis- 

..forks rocemnsr. as he told mo himself, u beating. ...... ., . * 

ii seems that there are three more Armenian employes m this vila>et, one o 
. »i pornlii.f who has boon serving in the telegraph olhee, anil who, fearing h>t 

^St^dS^^mrto try to obtain fir him a post in the Eastern 

Telegra))h.^ ^ ^ , f yQU cau )lcl[ , llhn in this, you would be doing an act of 

charity. 

His services extend over thirty years. 

Uc is the chief for the International Department. 


No. 258. 

Sir E. Monton to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December .1.) 

I*!" ; 13 )... Paris, December 3,1896, 0'30 r.u. 

1 *11 *11 AN OTA l T X told me in the course of conversation to-day that he had 
wished to obtain from me more extended information as to the nature of the reform, 
to lie imposed on the Sultan, mid the method and ol.jcct »f coercion m case of their 
rejeetion hy His Imperial Majesty before replying to your Lords!.,ps Circular despatch 

l, |* mllLuhnt'the Ambassadors would discuss tho nature of the 
I was irnhle lo anticipate the result at which they would arrive but that 8ir Ihlll 
CurHe ind I believed, for some time past favoured an attempt at creating a U.rhish 

0l,bi ^ E*^“mb. A'pSl!* of tii.di.ig the elements of such a Cabinet, 
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and expressed himself as strongly opposed to even the mention of coercion, by which, 
in his opinion. .Mussulman fanaticism would ho roused, but, on the other hand, he 
trusts that hy keeping the union of the Six Powers prominently and constantly before 
flu* ryes of the Sultan, the desired result will be obtained. 


No. 259. 

3/ir. Milbankc to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 1.) 

(No. 112.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, December 1, 1890. 

WITH regard to reforms in Turkey, Count Goluchowski to-day repeated to mo 
that, without previous agreement for employment of material pressure in case of 
necessity, lie was firmly decided not to join in any presentation of further reforms to 
the Sultan. 


No. 260. 

Sir E. Xfonson lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 5.) 


(No. 379.) 

My Lord, Paris, December 4, 1896. 

1 CALLED by appointment on M. Manotaux yesterday afternoon, and was very 
cordially received by bis Excolleney, whose acquaintance l bad already made at n 
private visit which I paid him on passing through Paris on my way home from Vienna. 

Having placed in his hands my written announcement of my arrival as the Queen’s 
Ambassador and my request for an audience of the President of the Republic in order to 
present Her Majesty’s letter of credence, I asked his Excellency if he Imd any news of 
interest to communicate to me. 

M. Hnnotnux said that from the East there lmd come to him nothing in the way of 
tews, except the general confirmation of the increasing danger of the situation. He 
proceeded to speak at considerable length of this danger, but in a vague and sketchy 
manner, which renders it difficult to make a dear and intelligible report of his conversa¬ 
tion. This may have been his deliberate purpose, for before I left him he observed that 
ns I had not yet been received in audience by the President our interview could not be 
considered official. 

The increasing danger to which I have referred arises, as I understood his Excel¬ 
lency, from the fact that the “ union ” between the Six Powers is not sufficiently real to 
be efficacious. He implied that during the last few weeks its reality had become 
impaired, but he did not seem inclined to specify precisely in what way. When I tried 
to extract from him some definite statement on this point, he said that the “union” 
could only be efficacious if proved by continual demonstration—“by ads”—and when l 
asked him what kind of acts he referred to, he replied that advantage ought to be 
taken of every opportunity to show that a complete general accord exists between the 
Powers, and that they arc influenced by a determination to put an end to all differences 
between themselves. Such an attitude would, ho was convinced, exercise a far more 
potent effect upon the Sultan than any menaces of coercion. To such menaces, and still 
more to the execution of them, lie declared himself strongly opposed. 

1 observed to him that the Russian Government seemed to be ready to consider the 
necessity of coercion, and I asked if lie intended to send a written answer to your Lord- 
hips Circular of the 20th October last. 

lie replied that he lmd delayed doing so in order that lie might hear from me 
pu-ciscly what was the idea of Her Majesty’s Government in regard to the reforms to he 
proposed, and the method of coercion to he employed should the Sultan prove recalcitrant. 
Arc these reforms to be personal or constitutional changes? And arc tho coercitive 
icnHurt!8 intended to force them upon the Sultan, or only to prevent and repress the 
violent action of His Ottoman Majesty? 

I replied that your Lordship’s proposal was the simple one that the Ambassadors, 

• >o are the most competent men for the purpose, should discuss among themselves what 
^possible and best to be done; and that 1 could not take upon myself to anticipate what 
in. l .W wou ^ be, but that I could tell him that some time ago, at any rate, 

• n hilip Currie held the opinion that a great step would bo taken in the direction of 














n nutiuuiuhl* Pnliinct be formed at Constantinople. I did not imagine 

.vould not 1 " lm ■ ,1 “’ a "?| sl '"‘f 0 SiJ rtTSSe at this moment discontented and 
US|even the threat of forcible inter- 

feK Z. Ilanotaux did not quote the opinion of the late Prince Lobauow fl§ «W,8dhu . 
wonlil alnavs civc way to the recommendations ol n united Europe, but bo evidently 
bolds the same view, and is convinced that there is no limit to what can be done it on y 
the Powers act systematically and intimately together. In this connection lie refcricdto 
wlnt bad been effected in the recent settlement ol tbe Cretan question. 

In tbe course of our conversation, lie inquired about the stale ot public opinion in 
England in regard to the East, and the extent Of the agitation in favour of an isolated 

‘ " 1Sn i'loW him thnt although a certain number of people bail made a great; noise in^th^ 
sense 1 did not believe that their clamour by any means represented their influence in 
ihe country, and that while the agitation to which he had rei.-rred had never stm oil the 
real depths of the nation, the successive speeches ol Lord Rosebery and himself,, a 
finally of your Lordship at llie Guildhall bad effectually smothered tbe attempts at 

B, a r t RcVorcTqufucd M. Ilanotaux, bis Excellency said that during Ins tenure ot oliice lie 
bad been iusL iimental in bringing to an end many of the dil erences wliieb lie bad found 
in existence between England and Prance; and that lie confidently hoiu.il to be u u y 
successful in dealing will, those which remain unsettled, lie was sure that lie mi 0 lit 

C0Un 'ltZ Khrr^lallJtoilSd bis hopes, and .bat he might be assured 
that I would da my utmost to render the relations between us ns satisfactory as lie could 

wish ' I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDMUND MUNSON. 


No. 201. 

Sir P. Currie to Ihr Mitrq»ea of SulMurii— (lleceiml December 5.) 

(No. -170. Confidential.) . , „ . r icon li-nn , m 

(Telegraphic.) i* Constantinople, December 5,1896, 11 30 a.m. 

\ KSTKltUAY M . Gambon road telegram to me which he had i’cceived Iroin 
l>jn*js it gave the substance of tbe instmetions sent by the Russian Government to 
M. tie Staal in London with regard to your Lordship’s Circular of tlm 20th October. 

I (is Kxcelloiiov expressed much satisfaction with tin* terms of the instruct ion, and 
observed it followed your Lordship’s proposal in all respects, except that the discussion 
of the means of coercion would be postponed until the Ambassadors bad submitted 
their recommendations, lie again referred to the question of the Straits, and tlio 
solution suggested by tbe Russian Charge d’Allnires (reported m my despatch 
No 977). lie bad bad several further conversations on the subject with M. JauoWSKl, 
which appeared to have strengthened bis belief that tbe arrangement would be 
Jicceptabio to Russia. Rut, lie said, the initiative must come from England; Ivussia 
would never make the first advance, lie was convinced that there was no use m 
dis ,r uisiii"- the fact that nothing of the slightest value could bo done unless some 
control \me established over the Sultan. If that were once managed, be did not see 
why things should not be kept quiet for forty cr fifty years to conic. 


Tbe French Ambassador’s attitude gives me hopes that if once the Ambassadors 
enter into discussion, tbe result will not be unsatisfactory. The Italian Ambassador 
was received yesterday, on bis return from leave, by tbe Sultan, who made his usual 
statements ns to the complete execution of tbe Armenian reforms. M. de Ndlidow 
telegraphs that no day can at present be fixed for bis return to Constantinople. It is 
believed at the Russian Embassy that be will be appointed Foreign Minister, but will 
first come here to take part in the Ambassadors’ meetings. 


No. 202. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquexs ot' Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 205.) 

My Lord, St, Petersburgh, November 25, 1896. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. OS of to-day I have tbe honour to report 
that upon calling on M. Chiclikino this afternoon be told me, ns I entered the room, 
that be bad an agreeable communication to make to me. 

He bad seen tbe Emperor on Monday, and he was authorized by llis Majesty 
to toll me that tbe Russian Government agreed to the proposals contained in your 
Lordship’s despatch of the 20th ultimo, and that they would not object to advise as to 
coercive measures if the Sultan should prove recalcitrant, and refuse to accept tbe 
reforms unanimously recommended by the Ambassadors. 

lie thought there bad been some misunderstanding, and be was glad to be able 
to clear it up. Ho bad gone over the question fully with the Emperor, and bad 
pointed out that from various quarters it was reported that the Russian Government 
objected to your Lordship’s proposal, or at all events to that part of it relating to the 
possible application of coercive measures. This, llis Majesty said, was not at all his 
wish. He was most anxious to give bis support to recommendations made by tbe 
Ambassadors which were calculated to restore a better condition of ill fairs at Constan¬ 
tinople, and above all to prevent a repetition of tins horrible cruelties of late days. 

M. Chiclikino then went on to say that lie bad drafted a telegram to M. de Staal 
in this sense, which be had submitted to llis Majesty last night, and which had been 
approved and dispatched at once. It would probably be communicated to your 
Lordship to-day, and bo trusted that its tenor would be agreeable. 

In conclusion, be said that lie bad just told the Turkish Ambassador that tbe 
Emperor bad now given bis adhesion to your Lordship’s proposal respecting tbe 
employment of coercive measures, and ho begged the Ambassador to telegraph this to 
Yildiz Kiosk, lie doubted very much, however, whether ho would have the courage 
to do so. 

J expressed to his Excellency my satisfaction at hearing that tbe Russian Govern¬ 
ment was now so much nearer complete adhesion to your Lordship's proposal, and 
said that 1 would lose no time in informing your Lordship by telegraph 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOlt. 


Sir iY. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

M. Very Confidential.) 

• v St. Petersburgh , November 25, 1890. 

IN continuation of my immediately preceding despatch it may be well that l 
*i i? °'° r u * e ' v remarks in connection with M. Cnichkino’s language to me to-day 
anu that bold by him to Mr. GosoltOU on the 1th November, and reported in bis 
i egrarn No. 00 and despatch No. 218, and to me on the lltli and 18th instant, and 
reported in my telegrams Nos. 02 and OL 

J )a l ‘ a eh of these occasions M. Cliiebkine expressed in u very definite manner bis 
• giet that, the Russian Government could not agree to the principle of coercive 












2S1 

measures against the Span, and he developed the several reasons that made then 

proposal But as to its*“'*V who had repeated it to me. In eon- 

used Similar language to sovora . ; " H . lMPllua t e its impovlance and 

vcrsnlicm with them mj objtc.t, lion i r, ■ • eliichkino the reasons which 

rtnal ehameter, while I «o.,l.n.«s^ to , nee hehne^ Ku?siau 

seemed more apt to vceommu d it Chiolikino did not thoroughly seize the 

Government. U 1 -wMjr, ^ “ S-l of the question led to 
l.ntpcrors views, or that oth ' • , i ])le in vipw „f the more iavonrahlo 

la-tter counsels. 1 did no , I onmor, Ihnil -t ^ 1o how misimder- 

torn whicli the ijiiestion had la . • • .• Aj^ .,i| (nv( .,l m e, without making any 

^^J3t^JSae»SSSesesSX 

gqa^fB fflfc terJsgas! 

(Signed) ’ N. B, O’CONOR. 


No. 201. 

Hir .V. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Sulisliunj.—(Reeemed December /.) 

(No. 208. Confidential.) g( p el „ aiurg l,, Member 27,1890. 

JL) teu'tj^, ^ PI,11)0\V called on me this afternoon and told me he expected to 

”££™” Z ,wf 3 , 3 , Buil mi » . . . . I «»■ u- ■ *P 

his arrival. „ jipmmnosHion " might not ho so groat ns people thought, 

^ 1,1 

conclave. I lmvo, &c. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOR. 


No. 2G5. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 


_- 


(N ? o. 000.) 

My Lord. ^ Constantinople , November 30, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the French Ambassador showed 
me a Report which he had received from his Consul at Aleppo stating that Armenian 
girls were sold there ns slaves and quoting, in support of his statement, the evidence of 
an Austrian doctor who had been requested by a Mussulman purchaser to examine one 
of these girls. 

I telegraphed to the Acting British Consul at Aleppo inquiring whether he was in a 
position to confirm this news. Mr. Catoni has replied that though he had heard such 
statements he had, in spite of careful inquiry, been unable to establish the truth of them, 
or to ascertain how they originated. Mr. Catoni added that the French Consul, whom 
he had questioned, maintained that, two such eases had been reported to him, but that 
it would be almost impossible to obtain any proofs. 

I am informed by Mr. Filzmaurice that he has little doubt that such sales took 
place in the Vilayet of Aleppo, while he was at Ourfa and Bircjik, though it would he 
difficult to obtain positive proof of their occurrence. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 2(3G. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 991.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople , December 1, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, on the subject of the 
arrest of Druses in connection with the outbreak in the Hauran. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 260. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 47.) 

^ ,r > Damascus , November 14, 1890. 

DURING the last few days the Mu shir, Abdullah Pasha, has been sending troops to 
ilif.' east centre and south of the Jcbel Druse, and has arrested numbers of the popula¬ 
tion as evil-disposed persons or as conscripts. Some villages have also been plundered, 
No reprisals were made by the Druses, the fighting portion of whom is either in the 
Bodja or on the borders. 

Dn the9th instant the village ot Khulkhulch was attacked and pillaged; six Druses 
were killed and twenty-four arrested. On the 10th instant and following days, Sujun 
• jiiuca, Taaleh, ami Mcjdcl Hnzimeh, wore attacked, and 107 Druses, including four 
Nieikhs, were made prisoners. These villages are all in the cast centre of the Jebcl. 
l our hundred odd were arrested in the southern district. In all 550 prisoners have 
been taken. 

Of these 250 have been sent to Bcirout, en route for Tripoli of Barbary. their 
place of exile. J 

It is difficult to understand the policy of the Musllir in thus arresting those Druses 
" io had returned to their homes, and were living peaceably. In fact, at the present 
moment it is not by any means clear what the Ottoman Government intends to do in 
tins matter. 

Im P hi' 0 ^ ruses arc re l )or lcd to be in u most miserable plight, and to be suffering great 

I have, fee. 

(Signed) H. C. A. EYRES. 
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So. 207. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December i.) 

MrLoni^ Constantinople, December 1, 1806. 

} i HAVE the honour to forward (o jour Lordship herewith cop; of a despatch which 
1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Trcbizond in regard to the orders received 
I.V the Vali with reference to the emigration of Armenians. 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


In closure in No. 2G7. 

Consul Lomjworlh to Sir P. Currie. 

Jijj!. 0 ' (> J '^ Trcbizond , November 18, 1896. 

THE various instructions received by the Vali respecting the ingress and egress ot 
Armenians are, if not conflicting, somewhat perplexing. Their want of consistency, 
however, is not an altogether unrobed evil, as it happily affords Governors, unconsciously 
perhaps, a certain latitude for the exercise of their own judgment. 

Hence it is that the orders of the Porte in this connection have not been >ei) 
strictly complied with at Trcbizond. Armenians, for instance, few though in number, 
have been allowed to leave without going through the new formalities of depositing their 
photographs and producing guarantees to return. Such of them besides as pi of css the 
Catholic faith arc treated as though they belong to another race, exempted as they are 
from most of the restrictions imposed on Grcgorians. The surety, moreover, required ot 
each Armenian resident is not exacted with any undue Bounty, for the authorities 
content themselves readily enough with the assurances ot the Bishopric and the village 
Headmen that there arc r.o had characters dcnounceahlc in their midst or within their 
respective circles. Such outsiders, however, as may come in have to he reported, and it 
any of them cannot give a satisfactory account of himself, lie is temporarily arrested and 
examined by court-martial. Twenty of them have thus been detained and liberated 
within the space of a week. . ....... 

Of all the precautionary measures adopted against agitators and revolutionists, the 
most unreasonable is doubtless the limit of time alldiv.c 1 lor the return <>1 fugitives. A 
period of two months is surely not enough to inspire confidence in ft people who had tied 
in dismay from great persecution and wholesale destruction. Hie Irade was issucu °n 
the 9th October, so that only three weeks remain for such Armenians to re-enter l.urkey 
as do not wish to forfeit their nationality, and by thus becoming presumably outlawed 
incur the confiscation of properly. More than this, difficulties are raised against their 
return. It is only this very day that the Vali has again received an order to examine 
ino>t carefully those who come hack, ns, it is added, although sureties arc taken by 
Ottoman Consuls in giving vises, some arrive with passports belonging to other* 
resembling tliem in features, complexion, and stature. . 

Scarcely two dozen Armenian families have ns vet returned ol the 1,301) and odd 
, 1 ml i:ad emigrated from lierc to Russia during the twelve months the exodus was 

I have no figures for the whole vilayet, hut as regards Trcbizond and its villages 
the number of Armenians who had left the country is estimated to be about 7,000 out of 
12,400. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONGWORTII. 
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No. 268. 

Sir P. Currie to tbe Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 695.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 1,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 928 of the 11th November, I have now the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship n general tabular Statement of all the cases tried 
before the Special Court, together with some remarks by Mr. Devey on tho work done 
liv the Court since tbe date of my above-mentioned despatch. 

The Court, which has been going from bad to worse since its commencement, 
signalized tbe last days of its existence by the monstrous sentences passed on the 
prisoners arrested in consequence of the Uaskeui Clmreli incident, particularly by the 
condemnation of Bishop Eznik. 

The sentences of the Mussulman prisoners from Candilli, though the severest 
pronounced on any Mussulmans, are shamefully lenient when it is considered that 
some of them were clearly guilty of murder. According to the daily reports I have 
received from Mr. Devey, 432 prisoners in all had appeared before the Court up to the 
day of its closing; of these, 260 were Armenians, 104 Turks, 2 Greeks, and (i Jews; 
98 Armenians were acquitted, 54 Turks, and 5 Jews, so that the numbers found guilty, 
06 Armenians and 34 Turks, do not at first sight appear to furnish convincing proof of 
the partiality of the Court. It is only when we examine into the comparative 
severity of the sentences passed that we see the injustice of its proceedings. Of the 
Turks wo find only 7 condemned to a term of 3 years' imprisonment and 3 to 1 year, 
the rest receiving trifling sentences of a few mouths. On the Armenian aide tliore are 
15 death sentences, 18 sentences of 15 years’ imprisonment, 10 sentences of 10 yoars, 
3 of 5, and so on downwards. 

The whole work, however, of the Special Commission is doomed, as it has now 
Wen determined that all its sentences are to be revised by the Court of Cassation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PniLIl' CURRIE. 


[9011 














Inclosurc 1 in No. 268. 

General Tabular Statement of Cases tried before the Special Court. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 208. 

Memorandum of Cases heard by the Special Cour '. 

SINCE mv last reports (lOtli October anil 6th November), no particular change 
In, been observed in the attitude of the Court, nor have more equitable results been 
attained as between Moslem, and Christians concerned in the disturbances so far a, I 

CIU * ^Upwards of 100 cases have been tried, and forty-eight cases of “jinayet,” i.c., 
felony, are now coming before the Stamhoul Criminal Court, besides other eases of 
“ iuniiti," crimes or misdemeanours of less degree before Lower Courts. 

' The -eneral charaoter of the evidence heard in nearly all cases is that it lias been 
testihiw on the part of the police. In most of the more important cases of sedition 
as evidenced bv tile tiring of Armenians upon the crowd or troops, it lias head shgllt, 
and in anv ease, in considering the value to he attached to such testimony, it should lie 
remembered that the police, by the nature of their functions alone, are practirolly in 
the position of accusers, and that they would naturally never admit that they 01 the 
troops had been the Drat to attack or lire through misconception o - error, or tor any 
other reason. Whilst far from suggesting that any aspersion lie thrown on such 
testimony, 1 would merely suggest that it does not carry absolute conviction, even 
When supported by that of Hokji’s watchmen. Further, in Galatn there are a group of 
klums in close proximity whence firing was alleged; three or four police witnesses 
appeared in several of these cases, always the same persons, and it must have been very 
difficult, almost impossible, for them to recall accurately in each caso the partieulai 
circumstances. In two cases a conviction was obtained on tile circumstantial cydonoe 
onlv of firing having linen licavd. and smoke seen hanging about windows, viz , the 
Ilousse Khan case (ride Memorandum of the 4th November), and a certain Muguer- 
ditch, if the name be correct (ride Memorandum of the 7tli November). In the latter 
caso the charge appeared to he not proven. 

In the Umirli Oglu Khan ease the sentence appeared to me too seven,, as the 
crime was not distinctly brought homo to the accused. 

Vvakrl soil or Markar, was sentenced to sis years’ imprisonment on the evidence 
of one policeman only, as the Bekji insisted clearly that be lmd not seen the accused 
lire, and was far from’bcing convinced of his guilt. . 

Alcxiadi Khan: I am not sure that this case was concluded, but judging from 
the evidence heard so far, there should certainly bo an acquittal. 

The sentence in the Haakeui Churoli case may tie considered excessive, amt 
especially the death sentence on Bishop Eznik, in whose case 1 am of <nmuon that no 
conviction oven should have been found. *11 

Onlv 0110 case of murder of an Armenian by Mussulmans has been punished, 
three or 1 four other eases having been left unfinished. The sentence of four months 
imprisonment of Cliarid Eslieaf for wounding seems ridiculously lenient, whilst in other 
cases of breaking ia and plundering Armenian sliops, no mention lias been made as to 
whether the owners were killed or escaped, or since disappeared. In the Gnndilh case 
it is notorious that one or more Armenians were killed and others wounded, but the 
authors of theso outrages, if any of them were among the twenty-ono accused ol 
stealing or being ill possession of stolen goods, have been sentenced to the maximum 
penalty under Article >11 (three years’ imprisonment), and to the lies! of my helmr no 
charge of murder will lie raised on this question. 

(Signed) G. P. UEVEY. 

Constantinople, November 28, 1896. 


No. 269. 

Sir l\ Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 996.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , December 1, 1896. 

ON the 12th November t received an appcul from the Rev. It. Chambers, a British 
subject, resident at Baghtchcjik, near Ismidt, complaining of the action of the Turkish 
[901] 3 Q 










aull.orif.es in interfering with his school and arresting his teachers and pupils on 

‘""TwJtS^warc that the authorities were trying hy ...cans of a forged letter to 
move that Vr. Chambers was in communication with the Armenian revolutionary 
P.nni/ation in Lomlon, and that two unfortunate Armenians, named Boghos Cnurrian 
'.|,d Vo, !ik Condnynn, on whose behalf 1 have made repeated representations, had I con 
imnrisoncd and shamefully tortured to force them In sign a paper accusing Mi. Chamhers 
of ilislnhntiii" seditions literature in llaghtchejik. 1 inclose herewith a statement ot 
one of these two men, a rcspectnhlc Armcniiin trader and agent of n leading English firm 
•,t Cniistantinonle nhrrnting the treatment to which he was subjected. 

Mr C hauliers’ school is an American institution, hut in tins instance it appeared to 
me that Ihe aelion „f the authorities was directed against the person ol n British 
suhiccl I accerdinglv instructed Mr. Fit/.mauriec to proceed to Ismidt and mnkc an 
inonirv on the aunt, nml 1 have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith n 
copy of his report about the irregularities committed by the postal authorities at 

"""'l'afltnakitig represcnlatinns to the l’ortc on the subject.^ ^ 

(Signed)" 1 ' 1 ’^ PHILIP CURB IB. 


Inclosurc 1 in No, 200. 

A Prisoner's Mon/, 

1 WAS brought to Constantinople and thrown into the "/.untlaii ” (si IduL dark 
,ImmeotH. The place was slimy, filthy, absolutely without light, nml mtosted will. ,als, 
w|,i,d, ran over my l.odv and gnawed at my clothing. I remained there three weeks, 
and was neve, permitted to leave the cell to attend to any o the calls ot nature. I »«H 
lenealedly honien, until 1 vomited and passed blond. My clothing was soaked with 
IdSod. Thev placed me on my face on .lie lloor ; four men held me down, covering also 
my mouth to smother my erics. I fainted away several times. I hey had a pape 
purporting to he a confession Hint I "as a member of a revolutionary body and hat that 
liodv had been organized and "as directed by Ihe Jtev. Mr. - - (an Americftii 

missionary). Tl.cv demanded that 1 sign that paper ; they said they would immediately 
release n.'e, present me at the Palace, give me a decoration and large rewards ,1 only 
Mould sign. I answered : “ lie' . Mr. ■ is a holy man ; lie is a preacher ot he Lospe 

of peace ■ I have im knowledge whatever of the existence of any such Committee ns yon 
peak of." Then they would continue healing me. Then they said : ” I hough h 00 not 
true what mailer : We have forced many men to sign such papers. Why should you 
„ ol sign - It will "Ol him you." I said; •• I van say nothing more. I eaiinol have 
,|,e .;«Tli of innocent blood on my head." Then they covered me with a revolver, saying 
,|,e "would shoot me dead unless 1 signed; to winch I replied as hetore. 'Mien I 
1 , very weak, and thought 1 should die, and prayed lor u speedy death, they look 
me to the hospital. Olio morning they roused me, dragged me to a carnage, and drove 
..... to the lirilh'e. 1 thought they were going to Imng me, hid they put me on a steamer 
to semi me away. When I saw 1 war going away from the scene ol torture my heart 
eunie to me, and I immediately began to get well. 

[When repenting his story the prisoner once became dazed, east n startled 
look around, and exclaimed, “ Are they going to heal me again r O! don t let them. 
if they bent me again I shall die," Sic. There was absolutely no ease against inn, and 
the British Ambassador asked for his release on the ground ot Ins innocence. I housauds 
of Armenians are similarly treated at the present time, and the Embassies cannot da 
anything » l0 P *L] 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 2G0. 

Vice-Consul Fitzmnurice to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, Ismidt , November 23, 1800. 

I IIAYE the honour to report that, in conformity with your Excellency's imtnic- 
tions of the 16th in-lant to proceed to Baghchcjik and report on the proceedings of the 
authorities in regard to Mr. Chambers’ school, i arrived here on the 18th November. 

The action of the authorities in this matter seems to he the outcome of the idea 
entertained at the l’nlnce that American missionary establishments arc distributing 
centres of Armenian sedition, and of the rntlicr prevalent desire of Turkish officials to make 
pecuniary profit out of the general suspicion in which Armenians arc now held hy 
imprisoning them on trumped-up charges, and releasing them tin the payment of sums 
of money. 

While Mr. Chambers is himself a British subject, his school nt Baghchcjik,being an 
American institution, is, of course, under the protection of the United States’ Legation, 
hut the action of the authorities in the present instance has taken the form of a personal 
attack on Mr. Chambers. 

lie is accused of being the medium for distributing seditious literature among the 
Armenians of Baghchcjik, and in proof of the charge the judicial authorities have in 
their possession a letter purporting to come from an Armenian revolutionary in London, 
addressed to Mr. Chambers, with a request, in Armenian, oh a band round the contents 
(a very seditious document, also in Armenian), to hand over the inclosure to a certain 
Boghos Courrian. The letter also contains a reference to Agnpik Condayan. 

On the pica that it forms part of the papers in Court, the authorities decline to 
produce the letter for examination, but from private inquiry I learn that both on internal 
and external evidence it bears every trace of being a clumsy forgery, got up with the 
object of damaging Mr. Chambers and his school. 

On my asking whether the authorities the London and Constantinople postal marks 
on the envelope corresponded, they were at a loss for a reply. 

The signature is that of a certain Caro Muscovian, supposed to be the nom tie 
plume of a former Armenian inhabitant of Baghchcjik named Gambol Jclayan, but 
both the handwriting and stylo arc quite different from those of other letters of 
.Jclnynn. 

Moreover, at the present moment an Armenian revolutionary would he likely to 
choose a safer channel than the Turkish pod for so dangerous a communication. 

The authorities arc unable, or unwilling, to state where and how the letter was 
seized, and I pointed out to the M lit ossa rif that they had no right to seize the letter of a 
foreign subject, the proper course being t<» forward a suspected letter to its destination, 
and open it in presence of the addressee. 

.Some time ago, owing to the present Armenian agitation, the postal business at 
Baghchcjik was taken out of the hands of the ordinary postal authorities nml handed 
over to the Mudir and his clerk, both of whom have anything hut an enviable reputation, 
binder the new system gross irregularities have occurred. The authorities have refused 
delivery of letters to their addressees unless on payment of sums, in one case amounting 
to £ T. I. Two letters addressed to Mr. Chambers from the Bible House have never 
reached him. Again, on the 2nd September, a registered letter arriving for him was not 
delivered, and on his inquiring after it, the authorities at first denied its existence, hut 
finally handed it over to him in a damaged state, the envelope having been lorn open. 
In fact, it would not he an unfair inference to suppose that the letter now produced 
against Mr. Chambers is the work of the Baghchcjik authorities, who may have inserted 
m the envelope of a letter for him, illegally seized hy them in the post, the seditious 
inclosurc written to their order. 

On my representing the foregoing to the Muto>snrif of Ismidt, In* summoned the 
Mudir and severely reprimanded him in my presence, lie further agreed with me that 
the letter was probably a concoction, ami in the presence of the Examining Magistrate 
informed me tliut as far as Mr. Chambers was concerned, the matter would not lie 
pressed. 

\\ ith regard to Condayan and Gourriau, in whose ease your Excellency has 
interested yourself, the Mulessarif privately gave me his assurance tlmt though lie could 
not olheiully interfere in judicial matters, lie would do his utmost to have both men 
shortly released. 

n . * H . r m C T 001,1 Tabled ot the postal irregularities at Bagchejik to the Director of 
1 osts and olographs at Jsmidt. lie admitted them, but said he was powerless in face of 
the Mudir s gross abuse ot his position. 









i « >lwijl _ hon ,, s that as a result of my representations, the local authorities will 
l lift i .-a l f’immijers hut at the same time I think it would be well 

V V.er l, al»iesK : iluCv were to nddre* an official complaint to the Constantinople 

(Signed) ’ G. H. FITZMAURICE. 


No. 270. 

Hi, />. Currie to the hlon/uess of SatMorg.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. OHS.) Constantinople, December 2, 18!>0. 

■' Vh'wF the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copies of two despatches 
, ,, ‘ LTrrom Her Muiesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput reporting upon the 

winch 1 J™" a (re lh l c „Ltio» of laxes. I am making representations 

statement, In Mr^W, ***»» 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Incloaure 1 in No. 270. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Cunie. 

(No. 65.) Kharput , November 11, 1390. 

SsililigfsSiisi 

With the c #“''7th^vili *5id Commandant of Ivlmvput by the Kojft Baahi and 
Petition presentc to « Vail 8l ,bmitting their inability repay the arrears 

stjssss.'ssis •—“» 

ssne* jaarsJ 

bndnlhyf confirnied,' in several httr^put^ C |tnG. n< ^tIA** Fraimh^Monk*' who 

heard the erics ot men and wonmu btawn by the *Jgtie j {gf mcdccine her 

just arrived in a v * ll , ! ‘°° b ^ , i ^ S ^^^ C, kivc^bocn lelt standing, 1 am assured, for hours 

,Un, 'T„;;,en r are oonsdamh tis^Uei and invited by the eol.cctors to defmy airart of 

r £ .uu t.,eir 

been pulled down and the unber sohInurn f * XC8 j “ inf i rme d, moreover, that 

“«» *™°"y rf thc *«" . . . ^ 

conflMntcd by^thc^col^octore .o ^ f.«%">»“l^'K^rea^'t 

the plain of Kharput from which taxos have been or are being exacted with the fc rcaUw 
severity. 
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All these villages were, it seems, plundered during the disturbances last winter, 
and most of them partially destroyed. 1 have passed through somo twenty of them, and 
have witnessed their ruinous condition and the poverty of the people. Among others 
the villages of Tadem, Sorsori, Coyulu are little better than a heap of ruins.'’In the 
village or Ilusseinick, situated at the foot of the hill upon which Kharput is built, nearly 
500 Armenians were massacred, leaving in many cases their families without support, and 
as reported in my despatch No 10, dated the 27th May last, the Armenians of Ashvan’ 
which figures upon the list referred to, were at that time in a half-starving condition, 
lacking furniture, bedding and cooking utensils, and subsisting, many of them, upon grass 
and wild spinach. 

The same destitution prevailed in other villages, and was only alleviated in n 
measure by ilie constant and strenuous efforts of the Relief Society’s representative here 
and his agents in other parts of the vilayet. 

The large sums of money emanating from British and American sources, and distri¬ 
buted in tins province, sufficed to keep the people from starvation during the summer 
months; and it was hoped that the harvests when reaped would enable the people to 
tide over the winter; but as soon as ever the crops had been mown, and before they were 
winnowed even, the tax extortion commenced. The fact ol corn having been distri- 
buted—-in meagre quantities—only four or five months ago by the authorities in the majority 
of the hamlets which are now being stripped of their corn by the same authorities consti¬ 
tutes, I would submit, a sinister feature in this sad tale of oppression. 

Tn addition to the enforced demands for payment of the usual annual dues for the 
present year, arrears of taxes for the past twelve years arc, in many localities, now being 
pressed lor ; nnd as no reduction is made in proportion to the decrease of the Armenian 
population in many villages, by reason of the Inie disorders, taxes are being levied, so to 
say, upon tlie dead. 

The Head of the American Mission at Kharput, who has passed close upon forty 
.veins in this town, assures me tiint he lias never before seen or heard of such pressure 
even at the time of the liusso-Turkish war. as is now being exercised upon the Armenians 
ot this district, the majority of whom were formerly prosperous, but arc now reduced to 
sheer penury. 

The action of the local authorities in this matter is no doubt to be attributed to tile 
tact ul stringent instructions having been wired lo them, as I am assured by the 
biiblnne Porte to extract C T. 100,000 from this vilayet at the earliest possible date; 
nml that action can only be described as robbery, accompanied by violence, committed 
by the Agents ol the Government upon the subjects of ihe Sultan. 

It H feared that the cry for help from the Christinas of this vilayet, which has 
suffered, it appears, more than nny other, will be more bitter during the approaching 
winter than it was even before Inst spring. 

1 have made repeated representations to the Yali upon tlio subject, but without 
material result. Rnout Bey is naturally a humane man, but is, unfortunately, almost 
entirely under the influence ot the Defterdar, wlio is nu.re particularly interested in the 
levy ot taxes, insomuch as the payment ol the higher officials’ salary (for which lie is in 
a measure responsible) and therefore ids own—depends upon tlio levy in plication. 

In the course of a long conversation witli Mustafa Pasha, the Military Commandant 
I dwelt upon the misery winch would inevitably be entailed upon the Armenians by the 
continuation ot the exactions to which they were subjected ; and 1 urged that before any 
117 , taxcs ' vcre , lcvl0d t "'.° ’“'htnry officers, in whom confidence might be placed 
should be sent round to the villages to form an estimate of the losses sustained, and the’ 
eta! tax which might reasonably bo paid by each one of them. I urged him lo recall 
the lahur.Agasi, who is notorious under the name of ■■ Knri Molimet,” as well as 
Lieutenant Hamil Aga, whose misdeeds are well known. 1 told the Commandant that 
the I abur-Agasi was generally accused of having himself conveyed kerosene in a cart to 
various villages which had boon destroyed by fire; of having falsely reported that 
Armenians ol Mezrcli had refused to pay their taxes, whereas they laid merely asked for 
information ns to what sums they should, pay ; with having extorted bribes of 5, Id, or 
r,f.ii as ."I- Ghristians ol several villages under premise of exempting them from 
lurtiier taxation, although he allowed thorn to he pestered and multrentod by the 
collectors a tew days afterwards. 

Mustafa Paslm was kind enough to promise Hint lie would confer with the Yali upon 
i.e ."letter I bad laid before him, but added that lie had no right to interfere in 
administrative ntfaira. 

* l rem! ,Ur ''' S " 91 ^ Sari Molimct ) lms been heard, I am told, to say: *■ In former 
|J«*I 3 n 







years the poorest Armenians were able to scrape together 20 okes of ‘ Bulgur, but this 
v car few have collected more than 5 okes, and even that wo have seized lor taxes. 

I suggested to the Assistant of Shakir Pasha, during the Commissioner s stay here, 
that the removal of this officer was greatly to he desired; the Assistant replied that lie 
had himself already urged Shakir Pasha to recommend the removal m question, but 
without result. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 2 In No. 270. 

Petition. 

(Translation.) , . , _ .... 

WE arc poi>r Armenians of the village of Pcrchoncli, in the Province ot M an inure t- 
ul-Aziz, and the distress under which we have laboured this year, and our extreme 
penury have been patent lo all. In order, however, to pny our taxes to the Government, 
we have, since the date of the disturbances, handed over in payment of our debt even 
the relief which was distributed to us by the authorities after the disturbances in question ; 
ami. in addition to this, we have sold the rations collected and laid aside by us tor out* 
children's support, thus leaving them without sustenance and in the deepest want. In 
this way we have managed to pay about 20,000 piastres, being the total ol taxes due 
from us for the present year. . 

Now, although the taxes of a few of our poor villagers have just recently fallen into 
arrears, the instalment of those arrears ns fixed by law has not yet fallen due. (r) Be 
this as it may, a Lieutenant of Zaptiolis, I Inmil Aga, together with a few ol his men, 
came, a few days ago, to our village and, in order to collect the few arrears referred to, 
besides all arrears dating from the year 15100 (1881) up to the present time, being the 
accumulated debt of the poorer of our villagers, is harassing us in a way impossible to 
describe. Besides torturing us he tics our wives and children together, pushes them 
into the water, and heats them; and with unseemly language calls to the Zaptielis under 
him, “Strike! strike 1 kill! and let there he a witness in the Elective Council (ot the 
village) that 1 alone am responsible." lie drags out and seizes, in payment of the arrears, 
the litt le grain we left in our houses to save our children from starvation; and whilst appro¬ 
priating himself half the sum he exacts, leaves us a prey to the direst necessity. 

The fact is that the sum due for arrears of taxes is merely the debt left by a number 
of the villagers who have removed to different districts. The collectors, however, pay no 
attention to our statements, and, after torturing us indescribably so that we may die ot 
suffering, deprive us of our grain. We submit this Petition, therefore, in order that the 
dire need to which we arc exposed, and the maltreatment and tyranny inflicted upon us, 
may he known to your Excellency. . , 

(Seals and signatures of Kojn Bnslii and others.) 

October 19 (31), 1890. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 270. 

Vice-Consul Fontuna to Sir P. Currie. 

(No 50A 

$j r> Kharput , November 10, 1890. 

IN continuation of my despatch to your Excellency No. 55 of the 11th instant, I 
now have the honour to report that I have to-day had another long interview with the 
Governor-General upon the subject of tax collection in this vilayet. I urged mm, in 
conformity with the orders telegraphed to him by the Porte, to recall the zaptielis who 
are oppressing the people ; to cause demands for payment of arrears of taxes to he with¬ 
drawn ; and, in a word, to act not only with humanity hut also in the interest of the 
vilayet which Imd been intrusted to bis charge. 

* The Vali replied that he was well aware of the disgraceful way in which the zaptielis 
sometimes acted) but that before withdrawing them entirely he had thought it his duty 
to telegraph t«» Constantinople for authorization to appoint regular collectors (as specified 
in the scheme of reforms), to the number of eighty-two, to lake their place; that upon 
receipt of a favourable reply, the zaptielis (to whom, meanwhile, lie had given the most 
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stringent orders to refrain from molesting the nor.nl,. i . . . 

Asa 

^noMam^^p I ^ u ^KS t ^ hat Armenians themBolvcx nc're It'a 
Koja Basin and chief TrnS ha << «P»>e 

collect what sum the villagers might he able to pay’ mid tohrrTir lUe,n 0 O'eniHo'ves 
which ease they need fear no invssim* m. th*? Jr , 1 bring the money to him, in 
instances his suggestion had been complied with" hm' ° f „" ; f P tlclls i O.ul. in certain 
the only resourced to him Z toZd'out Ut’e cot'ctot™ ' m<i bC ° n S ° 

one-half of the tax"for°tbU year'had ns wM>ec cisl, K vi ' In e* s ."' llc r° only one-third or 
pressure was being exerc-ised for payment of H >£?* * nd f s " rcl1 »« no 
to him, however, that Poison, Tndeni and Cnvnln «l " c ^ ? tll! 1 pointed out 

could testify, In n mere pile of ruins n’t the time nfrlm'r ,Cen r )' llut ' c<l , ns 1 ntyself 
he had handed me; and thnt even if' the \ disturbances, hgnred upon the list 

«■* 0,is ^ te r.n n ^s2r o, "- v .. . of thc 

in prop^i^r^sS, T'l ™ Se 1,0 di "‘ ini<hcd 

The Vali assured me that he would do^hi “%% “? , d . i,rcrc . nt villa »“- 

no easy one. 0 though his task would lie 

hayefo^Korpanrc«ivcTno\!ryffi,MK h? , T * e «“•* *•» to- 

calculated lo render them humane ffV c dleeti T f 1 " cIv «. , V 0 " 1 " ,s - , an<l tllis ««* is not 
receive n part of the money due to them by the Stn(e°"' i" ! thCJr ,"’ pe to lllcmse| vcs 
to report thnt since (he date of my la 8 " desnntch .m ;. T- '.‘“‘iF’ 1 T eVcr ’ to 1,0 nbh 
by Armenians of ill-treatment inflicted upon‘the,!, by tlSllcctow*” n ’ ft<1 ° l ° " 1C 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 

other day, toldTm'tim't'the aipti'oKilectffiff the f™ llcma " a c ) or,ain ,lil)trict 
of the sum collected in their obI « ed «“ put « Potion 

mul that he himself, whilst recently'employed Is a , f 01 ' ™ onlhs P as ‘i 

out of every two that he had collected. ' *» x -g»thorcr, had pocketed I medjidie 

__ li. A. F. 


No. 271. 

Str /'. Currie lo the itarqum of Salisbury.-(Received December 7.) 


(No. 099.) 

My Lord, 

execution of reforms in his vilayeL 8 nt 08 lo made in the 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 271. 

(Ho 07 ) Ptce-C’onsuf Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, ’ 

IN conformity with the instructions ..... I • AAnr/iid, November 17, 1890. 
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innovations dependent thereupon, ns the report of the Mutossarif or Malatia tins not yet 
t.een rereived • and that lie has submitted a project or the execution of all the other 
articles to the Sublime I’orte. and now only awaits authorization to carry the said project 

Among the 110 civil functionaries in this province lie lias suggested tile appointment 
uf 18 Christians in all, ns there are at present only 3. . i 

The judicial functionaries number in all 138, comprising 10 Clmstians, to whom 
2 others are to be added. Officials cuchnrged with financial affairs, amounting to 
122 persons, are to include 1C Christians, of whom C are already in office. 

The Vail states, however, that the formation ol the gendarmerie is most difficult, 
as Armenians do not apply for enrolment in the force, although nine Armenians have 
been enrolled ns police at Klmrput, and seven at Malabo. . _ , 

As regards the collection of taxes application linvo been made to the I orte foi 
permission to appoint eiglity-two “ Talisildars,” nr tax-collectors; and these officials, 
itaouf Bey tells me, have been selected lor nomination with the utmost care. 

The Governor-General has further reported to the Government that then, is no 
Tevliif-1 land, or •• Maison d’Arret» at Klmrput, so that persons under arrest and awaiting 
their trial are confined in the same quarters ns condemned prisoners serving their term , 
and lie lias requested authorization to erect a “ Maison d'Arrit, apart from the prison, 
at ft cost of 170,000 piastres. . , . ,, . ,, 

This estimate seems to mo excessive, and I behove that one-hulf that sum would 
suffice for the object in view. . , . .. 

The Vnli appears to despair of the literal execution ot the Article relatnc to the 
disarming of the Kurds, and maintains that so long as they do not openly carry weapons, 
nothing further can he required. I would venture to submit that it would he unjust as 
well as practically impossible—to disarm (lie Kurdish tribes ol weapons such as knives 
and revolvers without nlso disarming (lie Turks, the majority of whom have tor many 
months past habitually carried arms of (he kind referred to. 

1 have, ,kc. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 272. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December H.) 

AIv Lord, ^ Coustnntiiiojile, December 2, 1896. 

' l' HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ol a despatch 
which i have received from llor Majesty's Vice-Consul at Kharput, transmitting 
reports on the disturbances at Eghin. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) 1HI1LIF CORRIE. 


Inclosnro 1 in No. 272. 

Vice-Cousui Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

1 Khar pul, November 18,1896. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit to your Excelloney a report upon.the 
recent disturbance at ligliin, written by a European who 1ms lately returned from 
that town after a fortnight’s stay there, during which he made a careful investigation 
into the circumstances under which the disturbance in question occurred. 

This gent toman is one of Hu* most judicious, ami, if 1 may he allowed the 
expression, level-headed men l have ever lmd the privilege to meet; and lu* is ut the 
same time a man of I lie highest character, whose every word is pregnant with honour 
and truth. ,, ,, , 

I hog also to inclose a statement in Turkish,• written and handed to him by a .Moslem 
official of standing, and which the writer was anxious to sign, although he finally 
rofmiucd from doing so upon bring reminded or the poril he would incur by thus 
testifying to the truth. 


Not printed. 
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file concluding paragraph m this statement entirely confirms the information 
imparted to me indirectly by a Moslem l.crc, a few days after the massacre at™* i° 
with reference to the responstb lity of certain officials for the outbreak ns rcimrtad hi 
my despatch No. 46, Confidential, of tlm 29th Septemlwr last reported in 

I now learn however, that Hakki Effendi, the Acting Kadnakam who was the 

C&prott’ ” as • 1USt ,,ecn K^am ClutnSftT.^ 

which rypert^^eof^" 0 " 0f y0Ur &C " llc "^ 10 «*» lowing fact, 
16th T 4temte! , °asfoU t ow 0 /: the " Ti "‘ CS " f ™‘> Constantinople on the 

abroad”*■— ’“ iDt th6 t "° follo ' vi,, S telegrams to its Representatives 

Constant:,,ople.) tL ' 1 ° K '' fl,n Armenians wl >° »>«<» boon killed and wounded in 

The second is as follows:— 

the steep hills near the town iZ ln 5 ° bamcad <> themselves in 

oflteSnYtaS'Jb^l' "* ,n " n<,aUi,y " f th ° tolcs,a ’ m 

"'“ajsssriiS .* 

through fear of a Kurdish attack They " '' linrL tb e harraeksnro situated, 
Knimakam to tho konak, and were attaeketfon their wav t !!ilT II0<I | >y , , tl “'. Actill S 

Hm si lm, ; eria. troops and h,„ SS?% 

the “>«..•'>« ;--r oasihi,1,A r °'- 

te^mnirpasring' through £ 

eallmg Ins God mill his prophet to witness that no owl I’, ‘ lo ««etl upon oath, 
stantinoplc or from Kharput for iho t at m Z ^i VC<1 fro “ °®“- 

instructions wero received to prevent an ,,„ii„.,„ 011 .) contrary, stringent 

the whole blame for the disturbance rests wiUt Ylm^iuiniL^f^i nleans ’ an(l t,lat 
functionaries montioned in tin- Turkish doeumnnt f™,'- ® 'ramiakam and tlie local 

Ss*-***- .• «* 

No Mussulman was killed during tho disturbance in question. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


ffiOTI 


3 .8 











Inclosuro 2 in No. 272. 

Report on the Eijhin Massacre. 

Events preceding the Massacre. 

Till-’ citvof Enhin with its suburbs contains some 't.OrtO bouses, about evenly 

residence was■ in L 0 hin. • , supplies must be brought from a 

rr^u-i;v^a <l tC.^risr£r f „r it . «* *. 

(bstaucc, but '• o r'' } sumntuousness of their furnishings. One house still 

contain 1 about seventy rooms. It is now occupied by 

SOl ‘ liC u' the time of the massacres of last, year Egl.in escaped attack by the payment 
At tl'c timo Xnrdisb Chiefs At that time also the Gregorian ecclesiastics 

of araMoniof l.jOO - .. clirisiinn pommumtics gntlioresl up all the weapons in the 
‘"■‘l " ,h " over to the Government, easting them- 

XT^Luy up?V,f ;XtLn: The city has been exceptionally free from any- 

""■cs ±»s?as£?5t.—.. «* u. M - 

sebeiniiic to brill- about the looting of the city over since he came into office. 

Tciftlay* before the —rette acirng “"“tS iditioua 
S^vouS^lrXm to “the Government.” They replied i ” AVc do 
Government^bas^intomiati^’ivgarding°such' seditions' persons^let the Government 

n'lrHn'tbe massacres at Arabkir and the surrounding villages last year, so that among 
||„. Turks lie was known ns “ llaji Mohammed the Conqueror. 

Vt was said that lie had conic on private business, but subsequent events seem to 
indicate .hat be came to Egliin to arrange for the attack upon the e,ty-a business... 

' V,,i ^t.!iS i SdS^ , S“ftom Christian artisans several days before 
the attack, stating that they were needed for the lire, department, lliesc were subse¬ 
quently used to break open the houses. 


The Attack. 

Moiulav, the 1 tth September, many of the Armenians opened their shops as 
i oliralience to the orders of the Government proclaimed by a public crier. A 
ntle later a TOti-ol began to go about the streets accompanied by so diets and officers, 
1,11 tiuinpetev. This caused much alarm among the Christians, but 

M? c l 1 it ..There is nothing.” A low, however, gave warning to their Christian 
neighbours'. It is said that all Turks were warned not to give any aid to Christians, or 

sholter them. in rcat and wished to close their shops, but the 

crowd cif Turks in the market was very great, and they feared to ...cense them by 
closing then shops. attack had been planned for this day, Monday, 1 tth 

Ibout'MOAl.Mbe kunls began to descend the sides of the mountain behind the 
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city. The soldiers made a pretence of resisting them, firing volleys over their heads, 
and the Kurds feigned a retreat. Turning around the base of a hill they then, 
threatened the city from another quarter. Again the soldiers opposed them. No one 
was injured on either side. At this juncture three shots were fired in the city, and 
immediately the soldiers ceased to oppose the advance of the Kurds, and joined with 
them in attacking the houses of the Armenians. 

Shortly Ijefore this an Armenian, a member of the Municipal Council, received 
from the Government a telegram purporting to he from the Vali, ordering the preser¬ 
vation of the city, lie sent out men to inform the Christians and reassure them, 
bidding them all come to the market, lie himself was one of the first slain. 

The Kurds devoted themselves largely to plunder, but the local Turks and the 
soldiers made every efTort to exterminate the male Christian population. 

Bands of Turks appeared in every quarter armed with the axes provided by the 
Municipality. They were for the most part men living in those quarters,* and 
thoroughly acquainted with the houses and the people. They were provided with 
caudles and lanterns, with which they searched every nook and’ corner of the houses 
for their victims. 

The Armenians fled hither and thither only to fall before the weapons of the 
assailants. Some had dug caves, in which they took refuge; others concealed them¬ 
selves in drains or in the gardens. For three clays they were hunted and slain. The 
gates of the bridges leading across the river had been closed, and guards stationed on 
all the approaches to the city. 

As soon as the houses had been looted, they were set on fire. 

The market was preserved from looting and fire by a few soldiers stationed at the 
entrances, who said “ Yassak ” (it is forbidden) to all who would enter. 

Tt is said that in the evening of each day the lists of the slain were given to the 
Government, and those not found in these lists were sought out with renewed zeal the 
following day. 


The Attitude of the Armenians. 

The Christians attempted no defence. Not a shot was fired by them, and I have 
not been able to get the name of a single Mahommcdnn who was wounded in tho 
attack. 

They begged for mercy in the name of God and of the Sultan, hut it was denied 
to them. 

Many stories have lieen circulated about the use of weapons or bombs by 
Christians. The only foundation I have found for them is this. Some months ago an 
Armenian leaving the city committed a box to the keeping of a friend in tho suburb 
of Gamirgnb, charging him to guard it with great care, as tho contents were precious. 
Subsequently this friend had his suspicions aroused, opened the box, found it to 
contain bombs, and threw them all into the river with the exception of four, which he 
retained. These have come into the possession of the Government. 


Cruelty. 

in no place in this region has the attack upon the Christians been more savago 
than in Egliin. Every male above 12 years of age who could be found was slain. I 
found only one man who was seen and spared. 

Moslems were not allowed to shelter Christians. The wife of the Director of tho 
Tobacco Monopoly threw her arms around her huslxmd’s scribe, and entreated that his 
life might he spared; hut the murderers placed a rifle under her arm, and shot the 
young man.* 

Xicogos Effendi Jamgochian, the principal Armenian of the city, and a man of 
unusual uprightness and integrity, was shot in the streets, and those who passed by 
fired into his body until it was filled with bullets, llis nephew, Melcone EfTendi, 
came out of his hiding-place on Thursday, after an order had been given that all 
firing of guns should ceaso, and he was on his way to the Government when he was 
surrounded by a mob of Turks. lie pleaded for his life, saying that his mother had no 
one else left to care for her, and reminded them that it was forbidden to kill any longer. 
They replied, “It is forbidden to kill with guns; wo will kill you with stones,” and 

• The murderer was the Yuz-Uaalii, brother of llic Tatur-Agasi, “ Sari Mchmel M of Mczreh.—R. A. F. 
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they stoned him to dealt.. Seven out of the Jamgoehian family were killed, ineluding 

two little bo\s. , . « , i. .-rtfiton in n. bouse which wns sot on fire. Tic 

Alexander Effendi Knssal,.an took refuge m a .0««. c nci ghhon» 

ran from the house into a garden. A band ol lurics, tea ny 

(Aroof Agha), surrounded lnm. . .ju you in the name of tied, I 

Alexander Effendi pleaded for his life, • . m 1 V rct .f A'dm, snare my life." 
beg you in the name of the Sultan, to whom y ^’ t j swor ii was broken ; then 

r’^l ‘ U^r Uirnsti,,,, the month of the dead 

"""stalV dS" -d l-ks. and their neeks cut tike 

sheep. ■, 10 ..nd *>0 rears of age, who had taken refuge 

An Armenian outlf the house; then they 

in a Turkish house, lhe 1 urks draggui in 1 K. ,, killed. Eater, ns this 

brought their mother from a neighbouring hot ne> to • ■ J ™; h | irmrs railed to her, 
woman was seeking ajdac. of « -J; {$*£ .V'SJKm he pointed to the 

saying, ‘’Come here, X have something to k ! if j e kllow 

S: j£'should 1, their mother, 

not know them?’’ .w killed them both? You always used to 

dress^tlicm biiUi'alike^ao' tliat wo could not tell them apart, and now wc have killed 
''"’"I'douWd history furnishes any parallel for this cruel spirit that gloats over a 

mother’s sorrow for her offspring. _,, , .. _ „i 0 f (i, n Government 

The women and children were gatheredtoftathei m the T * 1 wont 

buUdii'B. and in ... their Ins,. 

women threw themselves into the river to escape 

dishonour. 


Deaths and Loss. 

2 ssssxi t£ «ssaa2 sssi.".;:. 

“^ourSoTlm^"'burned, and SU> remain to the Christians. The financial 
loss to the city is estimated at £T. 1,000,000. 


Humane Moslems. 

and Telegraph Director of excr l c d k ’ s influence to 

living on n\iensioii, showed kindness to many. His name is Hussein Ei in . 


The Responsibility for the Massacre. 

The responsibility for the massacre doe. not rest with the Armenians. The 
Government has utterly failed to make out a easo agains them 

Four men are principal y uMlS UaklEffendi, a 

memher'^of 'the Exeeufivo Con,mil. It is'said that these men obtained about 

100,000 liras worth of plunder. 


The evidence which goes to fix the responsibility upon them is as follows — 

1. These men were in consultation with the Kurdish Chiefs before the attack. 

“• lhe municipality furnished the axes used in the attack. 

3. a telegram sent by the Local Government throwing the blame of the 
stffl Sr.Tnf.” Armenians was published in London papenMrhilc the attack was 
1 B t .1 , V presumption is very strong that this was sent before the attack 

bc 0 uii, and the telegram is wholly unsupported by the facts 

livine'in^amshta * th ° massacre > A lexan Avakian, an Armenian 

Oam A^irraU Kri^ ffijl.*" 080 "' h ° COntribtttol *° ,,lis f ">«' 

Alexan Avakian objected to giviug this testimony, on the ..round that if anv of 
the Jamgoohiau family should survive, the falsity of it could not lie concealed The 
the document. SSU1Cd b, “ tlmU1 ‘‘ho Jamgochiai.s had been killed, and he signed 

contoStethe^nd^thAk’ t ' 10 ( . Garab '? Kouyumjian, alluded to above as 
Public P osecuto m , 1R l l 'n eV ; 10nary C ? mn . ,lttoc - " as summoned before the 
‘ir on Ic refuJcd Tta l-nl,?'™.. ' 0 “? e t08 . t, , mon - v that Alexan Avakian had 
„ncn. lie letused. llic 1 ublic Prosecutor said to him that Xieorros Kfiemli 

Ni“|S Effendi 8 C ' 0Ul<l “ 0t '"•)«>■<= I,im - nor c0llkl his testinmny injure 

absolutdy b tal^Zn?ra„^ P i!r 1 h tha J "t Clmr8 °1 “ B ? insl Nieogos Jamgoohian were 
whatever ti e? a l . hls , “’"''j' were loyal to the Government, ami that 

wliatcyei they lm^bt do to himscli he could never give suoh false testimony 

the namo 18 that ° f «" Armenian who was killed in 

6. It scorns-difficult to conocivo that the local olliciuls should have dared to form 
and execute such a plot without lhe connivance of the Central Government and vet I 

11 oLt’Avr ai 

:;;£S 


No. 273. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marque,, of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 1001.) 

MyI l°HAVJ5 the honour to forward to your Lordship'herewith fJSTrf , 189U ; , 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty's Viee-Consulnfl sZi ,°. f “ 

progress of reforms iff that vilayet. J ' nt D,,Urbok,r ' ru l ,orliu « “ 8 K> the 

1 have, &e. 

_ (Signed ) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 273. 


Vice-Consul Halhvard to Sir P. Cun if. 

(No. 23.) Diarl.ekir, November 17, 1896. 

Sir ' THE following measures have been taken here for the execution of the reform 

8ChCm The proportion of Christians to Mourns Wanted 

8SS25 SBWSffiffK-S>... ™. 

!»«, bem •wanted, which * the proper proportion 

"" t ’ , . e '”!hl S wl.olo’vnaret 1 'there are 175 civil functionaries, exclusive of the judicial 
otl.ciaU, X't 'Valf.elhs me, u.not 

it^is'proposed toraiw’their numbers to the proper proportion as vaeanc.es occur. All 

Cuza of Silouiin, the other in that of Jcaird. Lists of persons eligible for the post ot 

''"'''A Commission has been formed for the inspection ol prisoners 

A Commission has also been formed lor the examination ot title-deeds, inn mo 
ValiUameUbno"quite understood what are to be the duties and powers of this 
Commission, and reference has been made to Constantinople. 

Agents for the collection of taxes arc being appointed. 

In general 1 may say that 1 do not notice any particular reluctant*- «» 'lie part o 
the loeaf authorities l eirry out at any rate the hitter oftheredormsehe^ 

■file are somewhat hampered by the instructions to keep the ilayet 6UU„ei' ( 
its nresentdimils The zaptiehs’ is already seven or eight months in arrears, so that any 
i )r i ms mlitsrft «»f tlio force would stand a poor chance of drawing ,in ) l’* 1 )* 
add, ‘S!,eTSnnelrel, halc^ to be referred fir approval to Constantinople and there 
seem! to he'considerable delay in the transmission of definite decisions from head- 

quarters^ , jCcn ,l one towards (he appointment of olHedent ^tmakaiiM, but it 

seems invidious to refer specially to them, for the whole administration from top to 
bottom is corrupt and utterly indifferent to the well-being^ the country. 

(Signed) * C. M. HALLWARD. 


No. 274. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 1002.) Constantinople, December 2, 1896. 

• V WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 301) of the 20th October, I have 
the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ot a despatch which 1 have 
receivcd°from > Major Williams, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, reporting on the 
condition of the Nestorians. j j lftve g. c 

(Signed) '" PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 274. 

Major Williams to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 'to.) f'rtjj, November 16, 1896. 

b,r ' 1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency’s despatch dated 
the ‘>8th October, together with three inclosures, which 1 herewith return. 

As regards the first point dealt with hy Sir 1*. Goldsmul, there can he no doubt that 
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the Persian authorities have, in the past been, to say tho least of it, extremely iax 
in their duty. I hear, however, that at tho end of October, a serious effort was being 
made to tiring tlic Kurds mentioned in Mr. Edington’s letter to reason. This action is 
probably due to the representation of the Joint'frontier Commission, which has been 
inquiring into the raids at Oauar. The great difficulty of controlling the frontier lies in 
the fact that three Kurdish tribes have- been divided by it, vis., the llnideranli, Milnnli 
ami Shikknk, or Shishaknar. As I write, I hear that the Persian Milnnli Kurds liavo 
raided some Yczidi villages in Turkish territory, carrying off a number of sheep. This 
raid was probably organized by the Turkish Milnnli, who arc very angry with the Vezidis 
because they have been helping the Rustutionnls; at the least, it is quite certain that if 
the Turkish Milnnli had not consented, the raid could not have taken place. In the 
same way the raids on the villages referred to in Mr. Islington's letter, and reported hy 
ini; in m\ despatch of the 15th September, could not liavo taken place without at least 
the consent of the Turkish Shikkak Kurds. Sheikh Sadik lias great influence amoiiw 
these Kurds, and there is no doubt that he is more or less responsible for what 1ms 
happened. 1 am afraid his arrest would not he tho easy matter Sir F. Goldmid 
imagines, more especially after lie has been pronounced to be innocent of the murder of 
the Bishops. As I have already stated, I believe him to he guilty, and he ought, at 
least, to he removed. Before, however, this can ho done, the Vnli’s hands must be 
strengthened by military support. As regards the notice from the Sublime Porte, such 
nn inquiry as has been held could not prove otherwise than abortive. Tho Artuslii raid 
on the Ncstonans of 1’ayari is notorious, and cannot lie denied; generally speakin". tho 
Ncstonans have come very well through these troublesome times. There is no id°ca of 
coercing (hem it they will only keep reasonably quiet; indeed, I think they are regarded 
move favourably by the Government than heretofore. It must not be thought that these 
Ncstonans arc ill Hie same case ns the wretched Armenian peasants. The main body of 
them live m almost inaccessible mountains; they have plenty of arms, which they are 
,r> l ,r( “‘P I )red to use on the Kurds at the least provocation. At tiic present moment 
the ayuri men are only being kept quiet with difficulty—on my strong recommendations— 
that foolish action on their part now would be the greatest folly imaginable. I do not think 
there is any cause tor the friends ot tlic Ncstorians to he alarmed. 1 am in constant 
communication with Mr. Browne, nnd I have found the local authorities well disposed 
towards their people, whose stale is a happy one when compared with that of the wretched 
Armenian peasantry. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. II. WILLIAMS. 


No. 275. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 1003.) 

•My Lord, Constantinople, December 2, 1896. 

the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum reporting on the reforms 
alleged to have been carried out in that vilayet. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 275. 

... Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 118.) 

^ r ’ T v# » »• Erzeroum, November 19, 1896. 

, . obe( J ienco to too instructions contained in your Excellency’s Circular of the 
•Jlst ultimo, I have the honour to inclose the accompanying Memorandum commenting, 
. rude b\ Article, upon the statement communicated to your Excellency hy the Sultan’s 
orders, showing what is alleged to have been done towards executing the reforms. 

My observations relate to the Vilayet of Erzeroum only, and, ns your Excellency 
will perceive, are largely based upon information furnished to me by the Vali of 
Erzeroum in the course of a conversation 1 had with him on the 17th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 







Inclosure 2 in Xo. 275. 

Memorandum by Consul Graces. 

KaTtnakanis o! Bniburt and hcghi. ( Christian officials have 

Article 5.—I an. informed by the ' a t that, so lar o.o others 

been appointed to minor administrative posts, such ns Mai-Mudrra, &c„ nnu 

appointed as Vn^ncms occ^ thc elections to the Councils of 

Adm^Si^Sr It 'of htTbton 0 conducted with some irregularity, be made ru 
conformity with the EcguluO^l^ scheme has not been approved by the 

Port" blSJv^sroceivod ins. ructions «on', 

asrs-A - *—- 

n!l ‘‘Arlhlcs'ntd 18.—Thc formation of the Nahie Councils will follow the creation 

“ f 'ArtTcie 19-TaJb Boy and Yorgliaki lilfendi, Judicial Inspectors for Sivas and 
Kraeronm, arrived hero the 5th November Iron. Emng.au, and have gone on to .aspect 

S ./y... 

JOSSSSZ 

sit .ri,s.£ysr:ss 

forthcoming. This icsult is not surprising, considering thc nrcgulanty will, wti.u. 
force is paid. 

Atclfo fl ”^|,e 0 “i,i n ins,«c.om, as remarked above, have proceeded to the 

arrangtc.rt t.io”* prisoners being only allowed out twice a-daym large 
hatchet* iinclcr -uanl and for a very short period, for thc purpose of iolievin 0 nat 
at ceils a,n onlyswept out once ,,-for.night. Notwithstanding the severe col no 
eoverimr nor warm' clothing is supplied to such prisoners as are without them, and the 
cells are rarelv if ever, warmed. Prisoners awaiting trial are not fed, but 1 believe that 
now, on their' presenting a petition and pleading poverty a r “ 0 "° 1 , ^ “” 
them. All these statements deserve minute inquiry on the part of the ln9 l* ct ° r8 ' 
should also take note of the heavy prison death rate of Bit. past years. A' “ m « 

time, I believe the condition of tl.o Erecroum prisons to he superior to that of most ot 

thc 8“°^*“ a Council of Inspection l.ns been formed, and is, according to 

tl.e Yali in the exorcise of its functions, 1 have not yet hoard of any case in which it 
has intervened for the protection of persons improperly arrested and detained by the 

* "'^ Article 27 -In this vilayet there is only one tribe of nomad Kurds, in the district 
of Hay azid, and tl.e Vali assures mo that this year they have been escorted by troops on 

their return from their summer pasturages. a. _ i _•- 

Article 28.—Privates of the linmidicl. cavalry, in common with all lie Mi ssJtim ms 
of thc country, continue to carry aims freely os before. But, by the \ all s orders, t y 


arc not allowed to bring them into the principal towns. The privates may he technically 
subject to the Civil Tribunals, but their graver misdeeds arc invariably committed under 
the direction of their chiefs, who are usually Hamidich officers, and, as such, refuse to 
admit thc jurisdiction of the Civil Courts. 

Article 29.—The scheme for the creation of these Councils is still under considera¬ 
tion III the Council of State, and nothing can be done locally in the meanwhile. 

Article 80.—Taxes have boon collected by zaptichs, if anything, with greater severity 
than usual. No Tahsildnrs have been appointed. 

Article 31.—Thc tithes liave, 1 hear, been adjudicated in smaller lots than in 
former years, and attempts have been made to induce the villagers to buy in their own 
tithes, but without much effect. 

The Regulations for forced lnbour on public works have been carried out more 
strictly than formerly, but there has been much complaint of the hardship of impressing 
large numbers of labourers for road construction at the very moment of thc harvest. " 

Christian schools receive no subventions from public funds, but this year the otter 
has been made to Christian schools bore to provide them with a Turkish teacher each at 
the expense of the Department of Public Instruction. 


No. 270. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 7.) 

(No. 1001.) 

^ Wivo .i i , ,, Constantinople, December 3, 1896. 

i HAVh t ie honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copv of despatch which 
1 have received from thc Acting British Consul-General at Beirout reporting the 
arrival mid detention there of largo numbers of Druse prisoners. 

I liave, &c, 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 276. 

_ . Acting Consul-General Jones to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 60.) 

S ' r ’ I n t v’d , , Rcirout, November 24, 1890. 

I IIA * 1 , the honour to report that thc Druse prisoners, numbering about 370. 
who recently arrived here from Damascus, and were reported to have been shipped for 
another province, arc still detained at Beirout. 1 

It is stated that in all 800 Druses have recently boon taken prisoners in the 
Hauran, of whom 000 are to be compelled to serve as conscripts. 

, A “M° a Notice which appeared in the newspapers, the prisoners have been 
embarked already for another port, but the statement was incorrect, and it is rumoured 
that the continued detention ot the prisoners hero is in conformity with orders received 
mnbarkathui tm01>1 ° countermandill S t,lc instructions previously issued for their 

I have, tec. 

(Signed) J. FRANCIS JONES. 


No. 277. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 7.) 

(No. 1006.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 3, 1800. 

I HA\ L the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a dospatch 
which I have received from the Acting British Consul-General at Beirout, relative to 
the introduction of reforms into that provinco. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 277. 

Acting Consul-General Jones to Sir P . Currie. 

(No. 70.) Beirout, November 24,1806. 

S,r ’ I H AVE tho honour to report that orders have been received by his Excellency the 
V n ,i r.d ’uvMo the introduction of the 

1“jriisvPi's ,„u- h» - 

three of whom are Moslems, the others being ( hristians.^ ^ 

(Signed)” 1 ’ J. FRANCIS JONES. 


Si,- p. Carrie to the Mart/WI of Salisbury.—{Itecewei December 7.) 

(No. 1(H)(1.) Constantinople, December 3, 1826. 

y iniVf the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
, ha^^idtmttl A§ British Consul-Gel,eral at Reirout, reporting several 
cases of assassination of Christians in that town. 

(Signed) ' PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 278. 


(No. 71.) 


Actiny Consul-General .Tones to Sir P. Currie. 




.. Beirout, November ill, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report that during the last few days public feeling has been 
excited by the occurrence of some eases of assassination in this 1- attacking 

“»«* 

^ The'authoritfw appear to have acted with promptitude in the matter, and their action 
baa bad a^trnnipiillixin'g^ffccb^ howove| . ( „ native Christian, while walking along 

•i road was murdered by a Moslem, who, taking Ins victim unawares, shot him from 

13 sk* ras* 

nciahfiours and take reprisals, but the timely discovery by the police of evidence showing 
th^guilt of another gendarme, who left the city directly after the murder of his comrade, 
lint; probably averted turther bloodshed. . , . a 

I have the honour to add that the authorities have taken measures to prevent 
disorder bv causing the streets to be regularly patrolled. 

v I have, &c. 

(Signed) •!. FRANCIS JONES. 
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Sir P. Currie to the .1 torques# of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 1007.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 5, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Ilcr Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas reporting on the financial 
position of the Sivas Vilayet. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 279. 


Pice-Consul Bulman to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 36.) 

Sir, Sivas , November 16, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following details regarding the financial position 
of the Sivas Vilayet. 

In 1894, the last year in which the condition of affairs was normal, the commercial 
transactions, as accurately as can he estimated in a country without statistics, were as 
follows:— 

£ 

Importations .. ,. .. .« •« .. .. HO,000 

Exportations .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 100,000 

In 1895, up to end of October, that is, up to the time that disorders commenced in 
the province, they wore— 

Importations .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 02,4-10 

Exportations .. .. .. .. .. .. . • -11,040 

In the present year, 1896, for six months, up to end of June, they were— 

£ 

Importations .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16,440 

Exportations .. .. .. .. .. .. •. 8,280 

The importations, during these six months of 189G, are almost entirely articles of 
absolute necessity, such as petroleum, &c. The diminution is due to the number of 
Armenian merchants, killed or emigrated. Not more than 10 per cent, of those, 
formerly engaged in commerce, are now carrying on business, and those only to a 
very limited extent. A few Mussulmans have endeavoured to share in the trade of the 
district, but have no aptitude for it. The diminution is also due to the difficulty of 
getting credit. All transactions this year have been conducted with ready money, and 
except petroleum from Batoum and a few articles, such as soap, from the Aleppo and 
Aintah district, have been conducted exclusively with Constantinople. 

The sources of revenue of the Government of the province are as follows. Tho 
sums given are the amounts collected for the year ending the 29th February, 1896:— 

£ T. 

09,277 
22,201 
06,024 
34,933 
165,107 

a 

651 

3,458* 

2,647 

338 

H. 204 
5,589 
4,841 

I. 043 


• Exclusively Treasury. 


Tax on land ntxl house* .. 

Tux ou income derived from commerce 
Tax on sheep ami lionts 
Exemption from military service 
Sale of tithes 

Tithe* unsold, formed hy Government, 
of property heloiifjinp; 


half of which m paid to Municipality and half 


Tax on halo of cuttle i 
to the Treasury .. 

Konst*, urn! riylit of cuttiii# wood for construction 

Tax ou transfer deeds of wiles .. ,. 

l-'ees from law proceeding* .. .. : 

Interest ou money due to Government, and certain lino 
Special tux on tithes for educational purpose* .. 


Total 


383,311 
















• o >v 11 ft 2(10 or a diminution of 
M , „ lf Htttc of lithcB tl.i» nutimrn » 4 > • ll8 ' 2M> ’ 

followa:— .. 18,1)16 

a MlnU,r 0 n.„.r« ... •• " " •• >$$£ 

:. V. " •• 

Rctlciuwiiwl Ik'pnitmTOl ••• . 9 

|w,rtmrat(ft Ju«im •• • .. .. •• ■• 163 

Collection of UAC*,. . .. •• •• 26,178 

jto,e.t Ileportiwnl •• •• V V. 2,201 

pySfoe ltc[«itnu'iit **, |, t ; TO ii.'ii»l,u uUolteil (o i’uWie " .." 0l V. 

Mpvaliui for I'topwtv ood |.r,™tt >.» u 3,192 

BoUnco credit, £ T. 2C9.B19. 

,nnM !j!| | . Bnlnrica of the nUtling the .mount of Uxc 

iheVl U8sulmnim, which omiMetl titom to pay J ‘^creiseti by the < iovernment, m c ° llccU ^ 8 

STfnc-e 

Kils.“ ft'.S in£»"— “ “ 

Public DM. 

- K “ , "‘ •-‘■r.. ——*—— 

■til ex,*!*-, or tire De|»rt ">"> 1 f,r 1 

(Sitincll)" 1 ' 1 ’ P- BULMAN. 


iXO. 

»0-» » «< -f-*■' *» 

(No. 1008.1 a olo n l!irj!i% wTo^i.ooo.' 1. 

My 'wiTll reference to my <1 ck|»Ic1i No-‘ ,ol,'lhicii I huvo received from Her 

•sSfksK 'zftai* “• * 

-»■>“ Jr*—* 


Inclosurc in No. 280. 

Vice-Consul Bulman to Sir P. Currie. 

gj*^ ^ Sivas, November 26, 1896. 

I HAVK the honour to furnish the following details as to the reforms carried out 
in this vilayet:— 

Article 1.—A Muavin to the Vali has been appointed. 

Articles 2, 8, 4.—Muavins have been appointed for the Sandjaks of Tokat and Kara- 
llissar. These two have not left Constantinople. 

Muavins have also been appointed to the Casas of Gurun and Mersifoun. 

It is stated an Armenian has been appointed Kaimakam of Kotch-Hissar. This has 
not been officially confirmed. 

Article 6.—The Deftredar of the Casa of Durigh has recently been suspended. An 
Armenian has been appointed in his place. 

Article 0.—The elections for the Councils of Administration for some ol the casus 
were carried out last spring in accordance with the Regulations. 

Articles 7 18. The nuhics have been formed. The elections arc nearly complete. 

Article 19.—Judicial Inspectors have been appointed. 

Articles 20, 21.—The formation of police is complete. Thirty-two Mussulman and 
six Christian Commissaircs have been appointed. Of the privates, fifty-two arc Mussul¬ 
man, seventeen Christian. 

Articles 22, 28.—For the Sandjnk of Sivas fifty-seven Christians arc appointed in the 
dismounted gendarmerie, and eleven in the mounted gendarmerie. The other sandjaks 
are enrolling them. 

Article 26.—Five guardians have been appointed for the prison ; one of them is an 
Armenian. The state of the prison is unsatisfactory, and I have made representations 
to the Vali, in consequence of which one official has been dismissed, and a slight 
improvement has taken place. 

Article 20.—The Council of Inspection has been appointed. The President is a 
Turk, and of the two members one is an Armenian. 

Article 27.—The Kurds wore not accompanied by Imperial troops. I mentioned this 
to Shakir Pasha. Ho replied it was impossible to supply troop* for all the Kurds. No 
disorders occurred. 

Ailicle 28.—Privates of Hamidicli cavalry are subject to the ordinary Tribunals. 
Several have been imprisoned in the ordinary way. They do not carry Government 
arms, but have arms of their own. 

Article 29.—A Local Commission has been formed. The President and one member 
are Mussulmans, the other two members are Christians. 

Article 30. Twenty-three Tahhildurs have been appointed, others will shortly be 
appointed. 

Article 31.—The tithes arc sold by villages. The Regulations for forced labour are 
carried out. 

I can find no confirmation of the statement that the sums set apart for Christian 
schools have been raised ; but the Armenians are admitted into one of the Turkish 
schools on the same footing as Turkish children 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) P. BULMAN. 


No. 281. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 1009.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 3, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 443 of the 5th June reporting the release of 
thirty-one Armenians of Amtab from the prison at Aleppo, I have the honour to stale 
that the Acting British Consul at Aleppo informed me by telegram, dated the 21st 
November, that orders had been received from Constantinople that the Armenian 
prisoneis from Aintab who bad been released by the Court of Appeal at Aleppo in May 
last idiould be imprisoned and tried again on the ground tliut the proceedings which 
[901] 3 X 












202 

resulted in their discharge were irregular. Mr. Catoni stated it as his opinion, that the 

ohiert of this measure was to force the Court to condemn the prisoners.. 

object of mew , instrlicl ed Mr. Block to make immediate representa- 

tiona to 1 Porte, “nd ^eommnnicated the facts of the case to my colleagues, who 
have supported my representations. | j iC 

(Signed) ’' PHILIP CURB IB. 


So. 282. 

Sir />. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received December 7.) 

(No.1012) Constantinople, Decembers, 18‘JO. 

■ IH WE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from the Acting British Consul at Angora, reporting the formation o 
two Coimnittecs aierei one for the supervision of the execution of the rctorn.s, and 
another for the raising of subscriptions in aid of the "id.tary iundsm.f the Lmpirc. 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 282. 


Ac liny Consul Richards to Sir R. Currie. 

(No. 116.) Angora, November 27, 1890. 

fiir ’ , „ a vE the honour to inform your Excellency tlmt two Committees have quite 

the Director of the Census Department (“ Nufouss Miidiri ). Adminis 

The Military Aid Fund Committee is composed of two member, id t ic Aih i s 
tralivc Council (“ Hard Mejlissi”), the Superintendent ]'.K<-.^, c i of e loaco 
Rdgie the Director of the Local Agricultural Bank, and two ot the chief 
Notables. „ „ 

1 iicod lmrdlv say that nil these persons arc lurks. . , , .. „ 

1 Shall not fail to report to your Excellency the results, it any, ot the labours of the. o 
Committees. p hftvo> &c . 

(Signed) W. S. KICHAKDS. 

PS.—A* regards the Military Aid Fund, I am informed on go.odautlwrity tl.atthe 

i,i « 

province ought to produce C T. 80,000. 1 cannot hut think that these estimates are 

much ton sanguine. \y g. R. 
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No. 2S3. 

Sir A'. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 9.) 

(No. 271.) 

Afv J/rnl, St. Petereburyh, December 0, 1896. 

I HI.A It that the French Government arc now trying to induce the Russian 
Government to accept a Financial Commission somewhat similar to the proposal 
in the 18th Protocol or the Congress of Berlin, and that the fear of hurting 
French susceptibilities by refusing this fresh proposal is working strongly in its 
favour. ° h J 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


No. 231. 

Anlhopoulo Dasha to the Marquess of Salisbury .—( Received December 9.) 

it l ’AMBASSAI)EUR dc Turquic prdaentc ses compliments A sa Seignourie le 
Matqms dc Salisbury, et a 1 honneur de porter a sa cimnaissaiiee les renseignements 
suivants compldmcmaires relativemcnt aux rdformes cxdcutdes cn Anatolic 

Trcise eommissaircs ct agents dc police non-Musulmans, rceriiuSs pro- 
port lonnellemcnt aux chi fires dcs populations Musulmaiui et non-Musulinane dc la 
Irovincc dc Diarhekir, so.it entrds dans l’cxercico de leurs fonetions depnis lo 
11 .luillet dernier (v. s.). lies 189 gendarmes qui doivent, d’aprds l’Article 22 dtre 
recrules parnn la population non-Musulmane du vilayet, les llti out dtd' deiit 
engages et verses dans les batnillons dc Mardinc, do Diarbdkir, ct de Yladen Lu 
reeruteraent continuant, le nombre requis sera compldtd dans deni jours Tons les 
Reccvcurs out die ddjA nommds. Pnrmi cux out dtd engages quinxc non-Musulmans 
Simaiit la proportion ties populations Musulmane et iion-Musujnianc. Les districts’ 
de van, Lulge, Bdcluki, Sdvdrck, Mardin, Nassihin, Djdxrd, Avnid, Miulen, I! ,Ion 
H leliermik, nmsi quo cclui ddpendantdu chcf-lieu du vilayet, out dtd divisds en 
trcnte-six communes. Les Moudirs ot les membres des Conscils des Anciens do 
qiiolqucs-uns dcs nahids out dtd ddjA dlus, ct les formalitds ndccssaircs A ee suiet sont 
sur le point d dtre accomplics. Des ordres sont donnees A qui dc droit pour InUcr 
les elections dans les mitros communes. On proedde avee uctivitd an clioix des 
gardes champfitres. Le nombre dc non-Mussulmans nommds jusqu’ivi aux pastes 
admmistratifs A ddjA attend les deux tiers du chiffre requis par I’Article 5 du plan 
On proeddera a la nomination du rcste au fur ct A mesure des vacnnccs 

Le nombre des gendarmes non-Musulmans qui doivent Ore rccrutds nra- 
porl lonnellemcnt mi chillre des populations Musulmane ct inui-Musulmane du 
V day et do Bitlis cst <le 278. Cinquanteideux d’entre eux out dtd ddjA cnga<-ds, et les 
uicsures ndccssaircs out dtd prises pour le recriitemcnt des mitres. Sur les quatre- 
homines formant l’clfectif dc la police du vilayet, les vingl et mi (levant 
iri pris parnn les non-Musulmans, cciix-ci out dtd ddjA tous ongngds. 

, . Uus 9 l ! atre -vi"gt-dcux Recevours dc tinauces du vilayet les vingt et uu doivent 
ffseroiu 1 s„t e peu ens ' ^ ***** c " °“ f M ^ ««■»»>&. « * d“ux“ 

IrentuntS!,"™™ 0 " <k ' S n I ahi ^, cst . to > ‘ ni "*>c, les districts du vilayet out dtd divisds en 
Idioinls , i, n " ,u r es - jC n l lccll0 ' ls ""*• ™ lieu dans dix nahids ; mi Moudir et sept 
<lans l’e X c eiee do r ina j '?■ “'T*? 1 4 I’Artiele 8 du plan, sont ddjA entrds 
muncs Cii mmli fonetions. Les Sections cphtiiiucnt dans les mitres com- 
„ ( ""I '“nte-six gardes clmmpfitres Glirdticns out dtd uussi nommds. 
nftesnim n S' C ? CllVl16 A Ulcclion (les Conscils des Anciens, ct les dispositions 

i, ro nortioimnllf*mlf„ P n8L S £> U ‘ nwmm | ll, ? n (,c Chretiens hux postes administratifs 

proporuonncllomonl au chlifrc des populations. 

Ambassadc Impcriale de Turquic, Londres, 
le 8 De'cetnbre, 1896. 











Sir P. Currie to the Mar.iue.rs of Salisbury.-(Reteim December 9.) 


r. , , ya jUVttgl SSiSSL 

lias not. yet been released. 


No. 286. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Madness of Salisbury.-(Received December 10.) 

(No. 114.) Vienna, December 10, 1896. 

•"TSTCA. * WW3SVS? 

•s^s fs&tSS .[ feu. .. . ... >■“' lt 

agrees with them ill principle. 4 i, n «+-«;*« nueation. the information ho 

Z srsfflS «£ t« p “■» - 

raising the subject on tho part of the Russian Government. 


No. 287. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir Ii. Monson. 

(No. DOG A.) Foreign Office, December 10,1890. 

Sir - I INFORMED M. do C 0 «rcej.yester,uy tba 

tipparv a rss. ip 

VSt&KSS 

a»3rt?ws cates* »-iS 

unanimity. j „ m> Sue. 

(Signed) 8AI1ISB U U Y. 


No. 288. 

Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Salisbury.— [Received December 11.) 

-JirAtraJs 


J 


d’Arabkir et de Tcharsandjak conformdment aux dispositions de i’Article 2 du dit 
plan, lies fonctionnaircs Chrdticns sont nommds aux postes administratifs au fur et 
h mesun' dos vacances et proportionnellomont aux chiffres dcs populations Musulmane 
et nou-Musulmano. Les Conseils Administratifs fonctionnent conformdmont it 
1’Article 6. 

L'organisation dcs nahids so fait et sera terminee dans quelques jours. Des 
Inspecteurs judiciaires avaient dtd ddjd nommds. 

Lo nombro dcs agents de polieo qui doivent dtre engages etar.t do soixante-deux, 
les dispositions ndeessaires out dtd prises pour leur engagement conformdment ii 
l’Article 20. Les agents de police des communes seront recrutds aussitdt que 
l’organisation de celles-ci sera terminde. L’organisation de la gendarmerie est ddjil 
terminde et Ton proedde it l’engagoinent des gendarmes non-Musulmans proportion- 
nellemont aux cfiitTrcs des populations. Des Conseils d’Enqudte Preliminairo ont 
ddjti eoiumencd ii fonctionner. Des Commissions chargdes de la revision des litres de 
propridtds ont dtd institudes et eommeneeront ir fonctionner aussitdt que les instruc¬ 
tions relatives ii lours attributions nuront dtd sanctiomides. Dcs Reccvours de finances 
seront nommds conformdmont a l’Article 81, au nombre de quatre-vingt-buit. Toutes 
les autres dispositions du plan ont dtd dgalemcnt appliqudes. 

Lc Gouvcrnour-Gdndral du Vilayet de llitlis tdldgrapbie ii la Sublime Porte, de 
son cdtd, qu’un Receveur et sept gendarmes non-Musulmans ont dtd encore nommds. 
Les elections ont dgalemcnt eu lieu dans trois autres nahids. Des Adjoints non- 
Musulmans y ont dtd nommds conformdmont il l’Articlo 8. Cinqunnte gardes 
champdtres Clirdtieus ont dtd nommds dnu9 les districts d'Ervd et de Gazran. Tous 
les habitants de la commune de Chatek dtant Muaulmans, le Moudir et 1’Adjoint y ont 
dtd choisis parmi les Musubnans. 

Ambtissude Imperiale de Turquie, Londres, 
lc 10 Dfcembre, 1890. 


No. 289. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 1016.) 

My Lord, Consantinople, December 9, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9B6 of the 17th instant I have tho honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which i have received from 
Her Majesty's Acting Consul at Angora, giving further details of the Armenian 
massacre at Everok. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Incloaurc in No. 289. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 117.) 

®' r ’ Angora, November 30, 1896. 

. "Pill reference to my despatch No. 113 of the 13th instant, giving further 
uetails concerning the massacre of Armenians at Everok, I have now tho honour to 
inform your Excellency that somo twenty Turks have licen arrested on tho ohargo of 
Iieing tho ringleaders in this affair, and taken to Cio.surea. Among them are, it would 
appear, two women, who nro accused of having incited their co-religionists, both by 
>'°m and gesture, to attack the Armenians. It is now stated, on what I believe to 
JK? good authority, that tho Kaimakam of Everok, Mahmoud Mahir Effendi, did his 
•MttoputMwn tho movement, but that he was opposed by the Major in command 
,c Reserves and tho Cadi, both of whom, out of spite against the Kaimnkam with 
i l . om *~y '™ ro 0,1 terms, incited the Moslem mob to perpetrate excesses, which 
impossible 1 r °" fc by “ U 1,10 authori,ies •« « body, would have been 

Tl fnoi U | li ,la8 ,1C °" soriou * | y 111 fol ' llcni ' 1 y « fortnight, and so I have not been able 
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to question him as to the truth or otherwise of this report, but I shall avail myself of 
the first opportunity to do so. j ^ 

(Signed) AY. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 290. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 14.) 

f.?°; 1 ®’, 6 Constantinople. December 9, 1890. 

‘ ' | HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 

which I have received fron, Her Majesty's Consul at Trebizond reporting the elopement 
of a Turk with an Armenian girl. &o 

(Signed)'*' 8 ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 290. 

Consul Loiujwrth to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 09.) 7 \cbizond, November 20, 1890. 

‘ lr ’ an Armenian girl of Djosliarn, Takouhi by name, daughter of a certain Nahabcd 
Ovaghian, was reported us carried off on the 17th instant by some Turks inhabiting the 

adjacent tile voung woman found and brought to Trebizond. She declared 

herself openly to have embraced Islamism and to have married Elias, sou of Tchougour 
Abdi It was in vain that her father and, in the absence ot the Bishop, the Armenian 
Vicar tried to dissuade her from abandoning her religion and deserting her home. 

■Phis is evidently therefore a ease of elopement, actuated by blind infatuation or 
loose morality, whi'ch would scarcely he worth reporting were it not that it has 
brought to light a very curious fact. An impression appears to exist m the minds of 
some Turks that those who take unto themselves Armonmn wives would bo exempt 
from military service. So widespread is the idea that the V allMias issued n Circular 
to his subordinates in the district requesting them to point out its absurdity, with a 
warning that any such attempt at invasion would ho punishable by compulsory enlist¬ 
ment, irrespective of the ballot, at tlio next conscription. 

’ I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONGMORIII. 


No. 291. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 14.) 

At^'lxlid^ Constantinople , December 9,189th 

' tNiAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ol a despatch 
which 1 have received from tier Majesty’s Consul at Trehizond, reporting the 
plundering of an Armenian house by Turks and tho proceedings of the authorities to 
punish the offenders. j lmvCj &(J 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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lnclosuro in No. 291. 

„ . Consul Longworth to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 68.) 

hl1 ’ /w ,i - , . . Trehizond, November 26, 1896. 

l- ; „it, o Sht ‘- C 18th m ; ,ta , nt r °bbery with battery was committed by tea 
15 mUesffrom^Vebizond. ° A ™ 1Cnilm h ° USeS at Sanmroukza, a village 

vS^ 0 ".^ guards of the locality wore unable to discover tho 
burg ais, the Vak has this day dispatched to the spot the Deputy Commander of tho 
Gendarmerie and a small body of men, as well as tho Mudirs of Youmrah and 
Surnionch, with stringent and unequivocal orders to either bring down tho culprits 
before the end of the month (old style) or make the Moslem inhabitants or tho 
neighbourhood pay the plundered Armenians the value of their stolen effects. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONGIVORTH. 


No. 292. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Deceived December 14.) 

(No. 1018. Confidential.) 

My Lord Constantinople, December 9,1896. 

i ■ i i i ' ' honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 

- s "”-4PS 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inolosure in No. 292. 

Acting Consul-General Cumbcrbatch to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 119. Confidential.) 

Sir 

ft i viv/i . . Smyrna, December 1, 1896. 

the wh^y^mn-I rcp r° rt 1,1 ‘m'paperslhat the Sultan had decided to extend, to 

the whole Empire, the reforms contained in tho scheme drawn up last year for tho 
Armoninu vilayets, I took advantage of an interview 1 had Le Tlidy with 
coract I La ’ G ° TOm01 '' Goneral of tU,s v '*ayct, to ask him whether the report was 

that J. Ils Highness told me that he had received circular instructions to that effect, and 
vi,ayct woro tuc -•-«« 

boin^^SiangSbetween’ Ufis 
feSf: Subiimo Porte and the local authorities in this district, bul that, ^ 

this tKt'StSl;. 0 " 108 totho U8,,al stum,llii *- bl “ k 

P? ln \ s . wbioh have been discussed the most tho roinforoomont of tho 

tSfyt tett aPPOi “ ,m “ t0f M ° UaVin9 ' Wh °' » ~ »«-■ 

l have. &c*. 

(Signed) 11. A. CUMBERBATCU. 
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No. 293. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marines, of SaUsbury.-(Received Heeen.be, ■ 14.) 

(No. 1019. Confidential.) Constantinople, December 9,1890. 

i™ »■ w* “MfS 10 p “ 1 '' 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 293. 

Consul dram to Sir I'. Currie. 

(No. 121. Confidential.) Rrzeroum, November 27,1896. 

^ r ' I HAVE the honour to transmit liorewitl, to yow'^ac^ency copy of^a^et^Uo^^rom 

certain Armenian jnasnnere n»nilclaniwl. r/ ^ n ' ot m v luibit to receive Petitions 
they have undergone at the Rands of Un.p < > . . (lo g Umen t, like the inclosurc 

from Ottoman suhiects under uiij- eim m ta^ (:<)Ilsutoto Bn0 nymously. I have 

to my |irecedmg dcs|ialch, h.n n„ - Honey with my observations, rather than 

Mi|)|>rcssmtum'Tt to iUauthor^ w ith the risk .J further aggravating tl.e.r 

given therein of 

tions which have reached me ton o her sonree^ot 11^ t hml , indeed, 

political prisoner, and I tlo noth 1 ' , lUC8 tio,r«iuito lately, in the inclosure to my 

drawn your Kxcellency’s at tuition toj this " ,0 ( , lcar ft* the Vali himself, 

despatch of the 19th ‘ ]de lo .mntrol all the actions of officials who are 

with the test Will m the woil'l, is not. ( M . i(li(il) , is ()f tll0 Turkish police, and 

ZX indifieS'h. ihe whereby they may obtain the convictions winch they 

about the reports which mjtotdM « ‘'« .IWIn o^r-readiness to belter. 

Ilis Excellency, whose eh.el la . • ' ttl inquiry, assured me then that 

the best of his subordinates dhm I sutlu . ^1 > 1>( f Uc0 officer might some- 

these reports wero grossly ux.i,., • . ., recalcitrant prisoner, no such 

times so far lose Ins temper as to ‘ j , d ( , xjsl in tU e Kraoroum prisons or 
systematic torture or '■ l-nsiige, as } ^ k 1 ,|„ u |„. then issued fresh and severe 

police offices, lam glad to I • . ’. forbiddinir any suoh practices, and that 

srtvrruSJrf^— s.v-'—*- * »*— 

temporary. I n delault « hi • ^ ^ -, msi , s , jf tUis KOr t will he misrepresented in 
mont, each attempt of lli . g ,«. r t,i u ii( v for tbo Christians, and can only i in pun 

yertuin circles as iresh evidence of h» mil > i ^ of reforms, the Vali 

l.is power (or good ... other due'it “>»■ ^ n , |)r()te( . t 'mg prisoners from ill-treat- 

is supposed to tie relieved from ,'dllehds by tile notion of the Judicial Inspectors, 

n.eut at the hands ol preon and |.. hu- l »'>> ^ onl(ar(i at Krr.erou.nso far, it is 
r.ifortunalely, (hough wo have notl«■ [ ,, j fum . t i, mB in the most superficial 

not too Boon to say that again strenuously resist any inter- 

and half-hearted man... >. J ,leased to call the course of justice, amt there is 

ferci.ee of the Vali in vludj,they areplOMe , s ,. r i ou *hint fromhohd-quartera 

ZSSSSS&^i**** 1 ***** 


failed, and are likely to fail of their purpose, even under the favourable conditions 
afforded by the presence of an upright and conscientious Governor-General; and the 
inherent defects of uncontrolled Turkish officialism, left without guidance, if not 
wilfully misdirected by the influences of Constantinople, must hear the blame of their 
failure. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. IV. GHAYES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 293. 

Petition of Armenian Political Prisoners at Erzcroum . 

A son Excellence M. lc Consul-General du Gouverncment Anglais a Erzeroum. 


M. le Consul-Gdndrnl, 

CONFORM fiM ENT a tine eoutmnc consacrde de notre villo, nous Soussignds 
nous dtions rendus, il y a environ deux mois, au Convent, de Snint-Grdgoire Illumina- 
tour, il une lioure do distance do la villo, on vuo d'y faire un pdlerinnge. Ohacun de 
nousdtait nccompagnd do quelqucs-uncs do ses oonnaissnuces. Quelqucs institutcurs y 
dtaient aussi invites do la part de M. Ardnch&s Khatehiguian, frdre de M. Archag 
Khatohiguian, Commissaire on troisiftme. A notro retour on ville nous avons dtd 
arretds par la police, et sans avoir subi auoun interrogate ire, jotds dans des horribles 
cacbots, oil nous avons passd des jours entiers, presque nus, ct accablds do faim. 
Comino nous avions la ploinc conviction de notre innocence, nous dtions tons frappds 
dVdonnement, ct nous no savions comment expliquer la demarche de la police. 
Cependant nous n'avons pas lardd h on pendtror la cause lorsqu’on a commoncd nos 
interrogatoires. La police, aynnt on vuo de ddployer un pen do 7,61c et d’activitd, a 
voulu attribuor un but ruvolutionnairo notro priorinago, et pour y rdussir s’est 
engagde dans les machinations suivantes. On nous emmenait, de nuit, dans un 
endroit, sous prdtcxte do nous interrogcr. Lii, sous des coups horribles de batons, la 
police nous faisait dcriro des chants et des discours dietds par olle*mdme, dangeroux au 
point, de vuo politique, et nous faisait signer des dorifs qu’ollo rddigeait d'avanco; et tout 
cela pour faire oroiro quo nous nyohs ddclame ou cl inn to ees pidees au susdit couvent. 

Four donner une petito idee aux vexations ct aux hattemonts quo nous avons 
supportds, nous nous ompressons d'en alldguer quclqucs oxemplcs. 

Ce qu’on appelle cacliot e’est un endroit tdndlmmx et malsain qui ne pent 
contenir qu’un homme. Quolquo rohusto qu’on soit, on ddpdrit on pou do jours par 
riiilluenco de l’humiditd et de la fdlidilc; on n’v proud pour iiourritiirn journalidre 
qu'un morceau do pain ; on u’en sort qu’uno fois par jour pour les ndcessitds natu- 
relies; on n’y houge quo trds difficiloment; on n'y respire (pie la mnuvnisc odour <jui 
se ddgago des dgquts passant prds du cacliot . Voila 1‘endroit ou on a onfermd d’abord 
Mihran Snbondjian, presque nu, et coucbd par torro. Au bout do douzq jours il a dtd 
appeld il la Clinmbrc do roliec; lii on 1’a telloincnt battu quo quelqucs buttons out dtd 
eashds sur son corps, li vide do coups. On 1’a transports demi-mort a l’hdpital des 
prisons, oil il a dtd finite par lc mddooin do la Municipalitd. 

Ilaroutiqun Sbiragossian, sujet Itusse, nprds avoir pnssd quelqucs jours dans un 
i-aeboi , a subi les mftmes tounnents barbares, do manidre a perdro connuissanco deux 
ou trois fois sous la violence des coups. Main cola ne lo sauvo point do scs bourreaux. 
Iteyonu a lui-indmo par l’eau, il a dtd expose do nouveau mix memos vexations ; 
enlin, tout, convert do blossures, il a dtd transfdrd au indme lidpital, ot soignd par lo 
memo mddooin. 

KtiVork Aslanian, battu a plusioui-s reprises, cl par des centaiucs do coups dc 


Fartogb Odabacbian, instituteur, a dtd livid ii la memo flagellation, dc innnidre 
qu il sevanouit; on lo jotto, demi-mort, dans lo cacliot le plus dtroit. 

lfoupino Norsessian, instituteur, qui est tin jeuiio bomiao maladif, a dtd si cruelIc- 
ment llagflld qu’il garde lo lit jusqu'aujourd'liiii. 

Ilaina/.asli et Yervant llovassnpian ont recu t int d - coups sur lour tote qu its out 
presque perdu le sous do l’onio. 

Oliannds Vanelzian, marebaud, est aujourd'hui on proiu a une malndio incurable 
|iar suite de coups do biUon. 

loutcj ees scenes olfrayantes avaiout lieu pendant la nuit, cumnic nous venous do 






SnsXScs a J S ! U«ra!vaiU^^^ 

,„t ^''' i— <’'• s '’ i, "• “*"* 

cnfnnts Ages de 12 u 13 ans n on opt P&s ‘ 1 j» , nolico qn’ellc voulnit attoindre 

Nous avons tt-lurat mis cn q»*o» interrogcait 

»* ^ tot mnl - 

. a isis.r«ai»£,5» «• P" *—'• “"* "* •** 

^-as* ,,■.. ^A 'saitti.as 

s'opposait h toulos sortes lie proportions ill<fc»“^°“ out ai ,. u <! Xngo ,1c la Mort;” 

tSfctt 

se voyuit forofi d’avouor cc qtt.il Jl X-'o,'!^in,V,Vo?itc ilu chef Commissairc. tl ddbitait 
fl cst aussi ii romarquor la cWmanfiic ^ 

dcs paroles ct d'horrildes dasphiimcs co / n(1( f rftl( , d’iminiaitcurs. Tout cola avait 

^£*£2 Smdgitiiecs do la police ; 
Nous avons voulu protester sent opposes ii not re 

ccpendant les employfis do la J,risom msh,!^ |lisparaisscnt par lc cours du 

dcsseiu, aim quo toutes to* i.u.itnci; n iussi ii presenter au \ all une 

temps. An bout do qumzc joins, ■ iucn ^ toutes i,, s cruautds qu’elle avait 
protestation. La police a me . ^ 1 ()rJ()nn ' 6 ( p, nous so umcttrC b nn examen 

eoiiimises contra nous. Al 1. ‘ montrftt aveo evidence quo nous etions 

medical. Quoiqur la lividite do '> otl '> pu» ^ aucim pvo ftt do noire demarc lie 

horriblomeiit battus, pom taut, n is ■ 1 ailiessds au Proeurour de la villo 

malhi^tensoinent ila n’ont p#» 

voulu prater oreille ii notn pratcrtfa M; pwndra cn coiwiddration 

„4-£v?sT».r.=:riS£, ■.*. u* .*.. 

servitcurs. (Signatures of 30 Armenian prisoners). 

Erzeroum, If 9 (21) Nocmbre, 1896. 


No. 291. 

Sir P. Currir to the Marquess of Salisbury.— {Rtcmetl December M.) 

(No. 1020.) Constantinople, December 9, 1890. 

My Lord, , .. . i voul . Lordship herewith copy of a despatch, 

„ ,J, mJ ... * 

reforms in his vilayet. j have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUlUUb. 


Inclosurc in Xo. ‘204. 

Major Williams lo Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 11.) 

Sir, ^ Van, November 21, 1S0G. 

I II.WE the honour to report ns follows with reference to vour Excellency’s 
despatch, dated the 31st October: — 

Articles 1 to 11.—Have been carried out. 

Articles 12,10.—Preparations are being made to form some of these nahies, and 
tli** 1 ali assures me that no effort will ho spared on his part to carry out tin’s reform. 
Hut lie does not conceal his opinion that the people are not sufficiently advanced for 
such a system of local government, and I confess that, as far as this vilayet is 
concerned, 1 agree with him. As only villages situated at a distance of more than 
three hours from a centre are to bo formed into naliids, they will necessarily he 
composed of the most ignorant and fanatical classes, who arc, and must ho for many 
years, quite incapable of governing themselves. I am very much afraid that the 
premature formation of these nahies will have the effect of putting the Christians still 
more in the hands of the Kurds. 

Articles 17, 18.-—These instructions have been prepared, and much good will 
he done by those powers, small though they he, being given lo the villagers. 

Article 19.—The Judicial Inspectors have visited Van. They did good; hut it is 
to he hoped that when confidence is restored they will he able to take a stronger line. 

Articles 20, 21.—By Shakir Pasha’s scheme tlie police (inspectors) in this 
vilayet are to ho increased from thirty-two to sixty-three. The Vali has requested 
authority to include this extra number in the Budget. In view, however, of the 
financial situation, T think it would he wiser to defer the enrolment of the greater 
number of these new men. 

Articles 22, 23.—I have frequently had to refer to the state of the gendarmerie, 
it is supposed to consist of 1,100 rank and file, at a cost of £ T. 2 per man per month. 
Many of these have left; of those who remain nominally few can he obtained for 
serious work. In view of the paucity of money, the Vali*would like to get together 
KK) regularly paid, who would live in barracks and be available at any moment. Of 
these, 250 would he in Van, and 150 at Alpak, the centre of the Sandjak of Hckkiari. 
r l his force would cost £ T. 800 per month; but even this sum is beyond the resources 
ol the vilayet. If the Sublime Porte could he induced to put aside a sum of money 
for this service, and remit it monthly to Van, a great step in advance would have been 
gained. 

Article 24.—Calls for no remark. 

Article 25.—The prison requires rebuilding at a cost of £ T. 400. The hospital 
arrangements wore very bad, but I have lately been able to obtain an improvement in 
this respect, as well as in the arrangements for the custody of female prisoners. The 
\ nli has licon very good about letting sick prisoners out on bail. 

Article 20.—This Council has done some good, hut its scope and duties should ho 
categorically detailed by the Commission at Constantinople. 

Article 27.—This is one of the most important questions in the vilayet. Orders 
should be sent, which admit of no dispute, for at least two squadrons of cavalry and 
t wo battalions of infantry to he detailed for duty next spring. 

Article 28. The idea that only the private's in tho linmidich regiments are 
affected by this Article appears to he a now one, and entirely does away with its 
utility. As I have previously pointed out to your Excellency, tho officers, nominally 
under the Mushir at Erzinghian, are able to laugh at the local authorities, civil and 
military. At the very least they should he under tho local Commander, and liable to 
In* tried by court-martial on the demand of the Civil Governor for offences against the 
Civil Law. 

Article fit).—This Commission was appointed some months ago. It lias done 
nothing, and J fail to see that it has any practical utility. 

Article 30.—I am informed that the collectors have been appointed. 

Article 31,—The tithes have been adjudicated by villages. Payment is accepted 
nerc in lieu of labour on public works. 

As 1 have informed your Excellency by telegraph, 1 was invited by the Vali last 
week, together with my French colleague, to discuss the execution of the reforms in 
the vilayet. He said lie had received orders from the Porto to talk the matter over 
with us, and to request us to inform our Embassies by telegram, if wo were satisfied. 
Mint under the circumstances lie was doing his best. 









or this there can he no doubt, but something more is wanted. The 
order an gg““& °“ v vSuSomwnsTnd authority to curry out the measures 

enn lie carried on m a country like , " ; ' t , ue9tion 0 t the military 

referred to Constantinople. Then M “• ' 0 “ crs q to maintain order. The 

authorities I hey have no ordc» ‘° ■‘ • f this purpose without orders from 

General Officer at anv time, hut under the 

tin; Commander of the Army Corps. , ni Imperial Majesty can he induced 
present circumstances the Vali and the 

to give some orders which will^mect the >. ri here , akos tll0 l e tvst interest 
General ate men who could uoik to -t • - w|l( , )h( , r lhe , )rcsun t state of affairs is 

in the reforms. lho ^ ° prescit unbearable situation in which they now live 
to continue. In put .1 stop to tut pj • Kurds that tlioy are not free to 

some reasonable measures must he taken to the Jiurds onc or two 

rob, plunder, and murder at wi . '» ]V i have already telegraphed 

prominent men wrested£^aisli C hiefs There is another, without doubt, the 
ir^rh:: 1 ta:“n; S of C !no f Slr tvr iki I Mm that if l.c were 

arrested and exiled there would ho no further trouble m the wlajct. 

.trresUd anu „ r , |s „ :lU youl . inflttence to get this done. 

(Signed) ’W.H. WILLIAMS. 


No. 205. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.-(Received December 14.) 

(No-1021.) Constantinople, December 9, IS90. 

■ V I* HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of 11 f 

which I have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Jerusalem on the subject 
reforms in that vilayet. _ j ^ g. K 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuvo in No. 205. 

Consul Diclcson to Sir P• Currie. 

(No. 42.) Jerusalem, November 25, 1890. 

S,r ' I IIAVE the honour to report to your excellency that, on my paying «»« «“«§ 

Excellency has already appointed a ^“mstond"'^! 

«.o W Ambassador at Constan- 

of his Excellency Ibrahim 

Pasha,TdhhcriMmd at .ierusaiem, and in foLonr*, ars in Syria I»nv,nccd ha 

iter's^ 

temper, is of a conciliatory disposition, and easily pacified. Hnwng Keen 
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by marriage to Rescind Basing who was assassinated shortly after the deposition of the 
Sultan, Abdul-Aziz, and a friend of the late Midlint Baslm, he is not averse to progress • 
but his connection with the Statesman above referred to has deprived him of any 
influence which he otherwise might have possessed ill the capital. Not having friends 
in the Palace, his aim is to prevent as much as possible complaints being made against 
him, and, consequently, lus weak point is that in ordinary matters relating to his 
administration, he is frequently guided in his decisions by tho more wealthy and 
influential Mussulmans m Jerusalem. Ab an instance of his popularity, and tbe'good- 
will shown towards him by the people in general, 1 may mention that a report having 
recently reached Jerusalem that he had been relieved from his functions, and replaced bi¬ 
ll certain Husm Bey, from the Ministry of the Interior, numerous telegrams were at once 
dispatched to Constantinople, begging the Porto to permit him to remain at his post 
the Greek aud Armenian Patriarchates being the first to telegraph in this sense The 
I reach and Russian Consuls-Gcneral also sent telegrams to the Ambassadors of their 
respective nations asking their intervention to prevent the removal of his Excellency, 
and 1 am informed that it lias been through the representations of M. de Nelidoiv that 
the appointment of Ibrahim Pasha’s successor lias been cancelled. 

I have the honour to add that, on my recent arrival at Jaffa ’from leave of absence, 
Ills Excellency directed the Captain of the Porte to go on board the steam-boat and 
welcome me hack, and instructed the Kalraakam of Jaffa to call upon me immediately 
on my landing. * * 

I have, See. 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON. 


No. 290. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December i-1) 

(No. 1022.) 

k°TT Constantinople, December 0, 1806. 

1 HAVE the uonour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
Which 1 lmve received from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Bagdad, trantmiUuw a 
report on Mosul news from the Consular Agent at that place. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP OUltRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 206. 

Consul-General Mockler to Sir P. Cun ie. 

(No. 546.) 

8 * r ’ T i,,,,,, ,, , Paydad, November 10, 1806. 

i . , A. , l ‘° no , ur lo Tcr y respectfully submit copy (in translation) of a 
despatch, No. 17, dated the 3rd November, 1806, from Mr. Rnssam, Consular Agent 
at Mosul, containing items of news which may prove interesting. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. MOCKLER, Colonel. 


Inolosuro 2 in No. 200. 

... , -Mr. Rassam to Consul-General Mockler. 

(No. 47.) 

(Translation.) 

8 ' r ’ T .. ,. Mosul, November 3, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that his Excellency Abdullah Pasha, the Vali, 
banished to Amadich on the 27th ultimo Husain Agha, son of Ali Aglia, one of tho 
notables of Mosul, and imprisoned Ilajco Muhommcd Chelehi Raboonchi, ono of the 
respectable Mnliommedan merchants, with tho intention of banishing him to Kerkook 
with lour or five others whoso names I was unable to learn, for his Excellency was 
told that these persons were lidding meetings and inciting people to prepare 
Mazhatas against him; lint next day, which was AVcdnesdayr a telegram readied 
mill from Constantinople, ordering his dismissal. He was therefore obliged to recall 
10011 ,i A 










llusain Agl.a bank from the place of his banishnent, and released llnji Mabommed 

C'belelji rr I ""'l’ r i*'"' (..\luf-itisbes”) who had arrived here fmm Anatolia, namely, the 
Mi r & Mosul for Diarbeki.Thursday. Then- pnnc.pal 

.Tir^^Ate^^Ton ^eCtri^ 

SK"* MUiiary'sbtff J VtA 

ll » nk teKav TerYk \Trfutlab Pasha left for Coaslantinoplc, rift Diarbekir. 

. llis teltE tol» »%’inalp^nnri-'vortby 

SEES JiS«i«. and perhaps will hereafter also prove 

Yesterday (Sunday, be relurturl my Uh*J.SClJlciri 

gsl bis 

Ar^tlr^lietU Udegmiu' from the Pbjtel»<J«in.« of Mm RfiS 

;;s;: ;;X eX 4 totalise answered that there was not 

InletslObjection. Hut this news ad.nits doubt, for 1 did ..... bear ,1 fro... one who .. 
in Government survive. 


No. 297. 

•S'/r /’. Currie to the Murtjuaa of Snlhbur).—Uiectiml December MO 

(No. 1029.) Conttonlinople, December 9, 1*90. 

5 i‘" 1 |Vwr Hie honour to forward lo your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
„ liieli I have received fro... ller Majesty's Vice-Consul at llillis reporting on the progress 
of reforms in that vilayet. ^ haT0 &c 

(Signed) ’ lMIll.U’ OVKHIE. 


Inelosurc in No. 297. 

Vice.Coiaut Monahan to tiir P. Currie. 

(No. 61.) Ititlie, November 24. 1*90. 

Slf WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch of the 31st ultimo, received by me 
on the tilth instant, and to my telegrams of the 17th and 19th o.stantlha.ethe 
tumour to report that, from statements made to me by Ins Excellency the \ al. and Ins 
Christian Mouavin, and from what 1 l.ayo learnt from other sources, tin following 
•.linear to have been the new steps taken in the execution of reforms: 

' Two Christian Mouavins of ICalniakams, namely of those of Shcrvan (bant Sand- 
inkl aud lvoull) (Oue.ti Sandjak), havo been appointed. 

It IIUIV he noted that in Shcrvan a large number of foreibly-couvorted villages are 
,* 1,1 1o |„. itill ......ally Mussulman, but the Vali tells me tl.oy Will not be recognized 

ll!- "coumdls" have been elected in three unhid* in the immediate iieigblmtirhood of 
Hitlis town, and will, it is supposed, now proceed to the election of their Mud.rs and 
Awistaut Mudir*. But, according to the Vali, the arrangements for nnbies in the 

’ i n ititlis town there are three Armenian policemen, all enrolled since last spring, 
out „r a total force of ten or eleven. No Christian gendarmes have yet been enrolled 
for the Sandjak of Bitlis, and the Vali complains that Christians do not offerthorn- 
selves for the gendarmerie lu Mush four Christian gendarmes have been enrolled. 

faxes mv still being collected by gendarmes (zaptiol.s) in the villages, lor the 
l.,wn of Bitlis a new official called Itasl, Tal.sildar l.ns been appointed, hut it is not 
vet clear wl.at bis work is to bo. ..... ,• t . 

' Nothing new appears to have been done with regard to the inspection of title- 


deeds, and I am informed that the Christian population is indifferent to this matter, and, 
until security for the property they now hold has fora considerable time been established, 
is likely to remain so. 

A-. I bad the honour to report to your Excellency in my telegrams of the 21st 
instant and of to-day’s date, there appear to ho fourteen Armenians awaiting trial in 
Bitlis prison—seven for the murder of the spy Ilalcl.ik (see my despatch No. ft 7 of the 
2Uth ultimo), live villagers arrested three weeks ago for attempting, last spring, to 
inurdci a supposed spy, Murad, a Catholic Armenian, who was made a policeman a 
month ago, and two of whom I heard for the llrst time yesterday ns having been in 
prison for the last twelve months on the charge, of murdering two znptichs. 

Statements which the Vali made to mo on the 21st instant left me under an 
incorrect impression as to tl.e number of prisoners in prison here now, but I will take 
an opportunity of speaking to his Excellency again on the subject. He said that nil 
untried prisoners would ho very soon brought to trial. 

The whole vilayet appears to have been quiet for the last fortnight, only small 
eases of cattle-lifting are still occurring. 

About a fortnight ago, in the Eoulanik Caza, Mush Sandjak, a murderous feud 
which had lasted a month, and in which seven Kurds had been killed, was still going 
"II between the Hassanniilis and tl.e Ilaidcmnlis. Sheikh Amin, referred to hv 
Mr. Vice-Consul Hainpson as a dangerous fanatic, was sont from Bitlis to reconcile 
.In- parties, hut lie lm6 not yet returned, and it is not curtain what he lias done. 
However, Riznkl. Aga, a Uassananli Chief, was seized by gendarmes a fortnight ago, 
and conveyed to Mush, where he now is, and Boulanik is at present quiet. During 
the hostilities two nr three Christian villages were partially plundered. 

Tl.e Caza of Akl.lat (see my despatch No. ISO or the Kith instant) is also n iw 
quiet, but seven Christian villages in that Caza were very extensively plundered by 
Itaideranli Hamidichs, find t now hear a complaint Horn a village in "the same eaza 
named '['about, which lost 1,000 sheep; that thirty gendarmes sent to protect them are 
nmv quartered on the villagers, while Ion gendarmes quartered on the saiuevilhe’u are 
collecting taxes from it. 

•Slmkir Pasl.a (see my despatch No. 00, above referred to) was robbed hv Modcki 
burns of some forage which was being carried for Ids horses in the caravan which 
accompanied him. The Alni l!ey (Chief of the Gendarmerie) of Bitlis was sent with 
about 100 men into the Modeki Mountains, which begin within ft miles of Bitlis town, 
to pursue the robbers, and to collect taxes. Large droves of sheep and cattle have 
been already sent down from Christian, and, perhaps, from Kurdish villages of 
.Modeki, to be sold in Bitlis for taxes, but I have not beard tbatn.iv robber has been 
caught. 

Tlio Christians hero are favourably impressed by the fact that the Vali refuses to 
be reconciled with llujji Nejmeddin and Yalisiu EtTcndis, the two fanatics whom he 
dismissed from bis Council about two months ago. I bad the honour to telegraph to 
vour lzXecUoncy about these two persons on the 14th instant. They are now kept 
uudor -surveillance in this town, nml the fear that they might cause a disturbance seems 
to be passing away. 

'Ibis llujji Nejmeddin, who is the owner of several villages, owes the Government 
J:irge sums of money for taxes, and, until be fell into disgrace with the Vali, used to 
buy the tithes of his own villages at rates which wore very advantageous to himself. 

I am informed that, excepting those Kurdish villages which do not belong to strong 
:i " ^‘0 Mussulmans of the vilayet are very remiss in paying their taxes, and that 
many Mussulman landowners buy the tithes in a similar way to the detriment of tlm 
nunneial interests of the Government. 

I bc Government is evidently in desperate need of money, and it seems that uo 
ic.il reform is possible u.ib'ss taxes are impartially collected from Christians and 
-Mussulimms alike. From tho ovidei.ee which 1 occasionally obtain of the feelings 
"tlio! Christians and of respectable Mussulmans the general growing conviction of 
i.'otli would seem to be that foreign intervention is desirable and inevitable. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) J. U. .MONAHAN. 












. to the Marquess of Salisbury.-(Received December 14.) 


(So. 1024.) Constantinople, December 9,1890. 

month after the massacre. j ,, ave &<.. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosiirc 1 in So. 29S. 

Account Oj the Kghin Massacre, by Mrs. Rcndcl Harris. 

IX.IllN was, heforo the massacre ol the 15th, ? 1 a 7>raneiiof the 

beautiful town, situated among the most romantic mountain • 

*.a— n . 

anv town in the interior, and many merchants from Gonstnnnnopi 

euUivnted in ail their tastes 

! "’ d TtT tinie of the massacres last year the Hghinli CMstians paid a 
money to those in authority to save themselves j] io| , Bv tins Jut of 

cave up, through their Bishop, the few fire-arnis m 1 ,.,,tirclv helpless in 

confidence in the Government they of course rendered themse “ ; j 1 ,, rotcc . 

case of attack, hut they hoped in so doing to win in return the confidence a. I 

ti0 “ But'“das! 'they wore rich, and had beautiful dwellings and furniture, and th^e 
and their other property the leading Turks had ^"'^‘XrTseason’of apparent 
doubt, believing that a massacre would please tl e h itan s , an , 'pevo- 

friendliness, they began to talk (and, no doubt, towiite to Gonstannnoj , 

lutionaw Committee, well knowing that none sue i < sis < * • m ^ ge «f for the 
Some little time before the massacre the ^tioui^ among 

leading Christians, and said to them, W e know that tlu r a . . u .. 

you; give up ten of them, and we will spare you, otl.erw.se ' l mam»b you a 
y The Christians repUed, •• M e are loyal subjects »V‘“ ^ W ^ n.U do so, 
lutionists among us. If you please to imprison threatened and sent awav, and • 

but we cannot denounce our friends.’' They were then threatened mm se • 
afterwards all of these true men, with the exception of one or two, were tnutaliy 

murdered iu tho massacre. , , a oifvftml tbo bridges 

About two or three days before tbo massacre tho roads to the city and Uie onag 

were guarded, and no Armenian was allowed to pass out. 

At the same time the Turkish Colonel commumented Uhicl, were 

the neighbourhood, and the City Council ordered 100 axes to he mac , 

nf,m rtTy fixedTur'thc work of destruction approached, the .Armenians.became 
very anxious, mid would have closed their shop aud romamed m fe. ^ f«« 
were ordered to remain at their places of business, ami <(arcd I Constanti- 

of precipitating the evil. Then a false telegram, purporting t , . 

inoWe ’forbidding massacre, and commanding quiet, was P^ed and “ ioieed at 
solitary Armenian member of the Government, W<U«. first 

once., sent off a messenger to reassure his friends (and this messougcr 

"“l2 this ruse, and in order to lure the men 

then sent out. proclaiming, "All is quiet. 1hcrou f l ““. f ^, f \ lhe slaughter 

market-place. ' At the same time the Kurds were let «' X< ,“ ^ AiXnt q cartel- of 
after a brief feint o! resistance—was commencing ui a instant i 

the city. 


°, n tl,e P aH , ° f tb ? Government was done with system. The town 
was scotched and massacred by districts, and lists made each dav of those unkilled 
aeeof 15 t «».•»»* b «mg to kill every man'and tv ovir the 

lV i rh j' compulation ol numbers gives between 500 and" 800 as so 
slaughtered and tile highest approaches 2,000. Major Bulmau, the British Consul at 
bivas, thinks about. l,00o, hut it, is very difficult to obtain exact number, Many of 
these were killed with every accompaniment of atrocity. 

l„,w .m 10 kouBcswerc looted, and the treasure secured was largely divided 
between those who had planned and carried out this atrocious crime, the Kaimakam a 
y lwt ti. n “ "’ COraU |‘ l h J Sultan ' llavill 8> >10 doubt, the lion's share." ' 
ehurrdi d M ■"'‘I L ■'ohwant. population were killed, and both the Protestant 
church and Mission house, and the two large Gregorian churches were looted I 

GreiorianH 11 ' 8 T ’ i"', 1 ava,lable wood-werk broken or burned, and froni tho 

Gregorian churches much treasure was taken. 

manv!:™Lr me " ?•"? kill «‘- as well as their husbands and fathom, and 

many women were dishonoured; while at the neighbouring village at Pin-an massacred 

throw'themsn! 8t a ! K,ut tllP sanl ° time, fifteen women drowned themselves, and some 
turow themselves into the fire to escape the same fate. 

wered^l almuITMte 1 ;" 11 ^ ^ <l Uafa '"‘“ hundreds iu others, 

at tho“oi± t T t ? f th0 ,"" ,iappy sarvivors this wickedness, when the killing ceased 
f days, was, of eonrse, beyond words to describe. A short time 

homes Now*nil" WOr ° 80 1! ! p,)y with husbands, sons, children, and bright beautiful 
foreottciwem ■ , 8 “°' ''"‘ d ® uly terrlbl ° memories of the past, scenes never to be 
PW ' 1 >Jec i ,,,lsc r>:. ,n tbe P r< - Wllt remain to them. Oh, that the Powers of 
I. Ill |X-, who, were they willing to help and redress tho wrongs of these helpless ones 

then hehmm “’•| l |°T r * ' ° S °' C f UU h . ut once s “ aml bcar r,,r themselves ! It would 
. be impossible lor such events as these to happen one after another and for tl„. 
perpetrators of these awful crimes, who should ho held up to universal detestation to 
ChriSn ted l \| l ‘t 5 Sov ?. r , ul 8“ who certainly is understood all through the interior ’l y 

Armenians can they he looked for. One of them is theroforo summoi.eT hv tlm 
sending around Ud !? tr . 0,lu “ a *, ub> u . mum with fifteen soldiers with drawn swords 
slab ss i", i '■ 18 ordered to sign a paper denouncing some of those already 

■slam as revolutionists, and as having distributed arms, lie refuses •mil tho 

SSV W " y ,cf " 80 l " 8i S“ wbat conituaitdyoutT'ntemenare 

ueaa (just, killed in the massacre), and it cannot hurt them while if vo.. 1 3 

a B r^ - — -1 assistance 

• . those who holieve such palpable falsehoods can, indeed have lint litiln ;„.t~i. 

funds at my dtsposal which were sufficient to provide wheat euoueh o keen f 

(Signed) HELEN B. HARRIS (Mrs. J. Rondel). 

Constantinople, December 7, 1898. 
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Tnclosurc 2 in No. 298. 


further Notes by Mrs. Mendel Harris reap,dim, the Eijliin Massacre. 

(Vri V'\f> TurkUh nnicinl r * cports „f the disturbances atEgliin, elding the Eghinly 
Chris,"'; Shaving eomf iced the ^Um*m**^ living across 

nZatrld.other oiliemls knew 

entirely unarmed, but having determined , , tl v ou ]j slaughter 

out) that know ami X!; alrance™ fully realised, 

tor during'the three days earnage not a Turk or Kurd was Killed, or an Armenian shot 
^‘VuUe testimony against their helpless victims was all that the Kaimakam (since 

SSipgssisasss 

^‘r^with draivn swords and ordered him to sign a document accusing a certain 
Nioogos danigoidiian, formerly a most prominent 

S"wrlSf'«^. in purchasing rides which had been distributed 
among the ;'-rmcninns.,i Bu( , kumv that lie (Ud uot do so.” “What docs 

that matter? - was the answer ; -ft cannot hurt him now what you say. I.cms 
£ in "hi ICoungingian and Krikor Kskigian of the 

tome offence . t this Gaml) , t Koungingian was summoned before the 

Puid-ml^Stdor and ashen .0 give ^ ^ 

M*3S » «T will not*give any such 

f “ ,50 ShZ'”man Gambct Koungingian still lives, hut in great danger. Probably 
° re ' These things'Lhcard when in Ughin onl^about one “"Rafter the ovcm.^ 
Constantinople, December 7,1890. _ 


No. 299. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December id.) 

(No. 1028.) Constantinople, December 9,1898. 

question of the measures necessary for placing at the Vahs 

I’orte. T havc> Slc. 

(Signed) PHILIP OUBllIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 299. 

Colonel Ponsonby to Sir P. Currie. 


^ r * ivTfPu i* . November 29, 1890. 

\>1III reference to Major "Williams Report upon the depreciations committed 
from time to lime by the Kurds in the Vilayet of Van and your Excellency’s Minute 
thereon, ] have the honour to submit the following proposals, which, if acted upon, 
would, i venture to think, effectually suppress all such lawlessness. 

I would premise them with the observation that there is no lack of troops, only 
tlie inability of the Vali to make use of them:— 

1. That Ilis Imperial Majesty the Sultan shonhl grant full authority to the civil 
authorities to requisition the nearest troops in aid of the civil power whenever required, 
as is done in overy civilized country. 

-■ That tlie military authorities should also lie empowered to act upon their own 
responsibility, ns is done in every civilized country, to prevent depredations in cases 
where li_me docs not admit ot formal requisition for their aid on the part of the civil 
authorities, the military detachment employed being always, when practicable, accom¬ 
panied by the nearest local representative of the civil authority. 

3. That the Headman of each Kurd village lie held personally responsible for nil 
depredations committed by any members of his community, and that lie he heavily 
punished should lie omit in the case of his influence being insufficient to check a raid 
either to give timely notice of an impending raid, or, if effected, the names of the 
delinquents. 

I . That to bring homo to peaceful inhabitants a sense of protection, as well as to 
impress upon tlie Kurds the determination of ilis Imperial Majesty to protect his 
subjects from their lawlessness, a Proclamation lie issued to the effect that any Kurd 
caught injlayronte delicto shall bo summarily tried and punished on tlie spot, also Hint 
unlawful possession constitutes a crime. 

n. As a supplementary measure, and only wliou and where considered necessary 
by the \ all, a system of patrols for purposes of observation and prevention lie adopted. 
A‘" attempt to force these would, of course, he a direct violation of Imperial authoritv 
and would lie treated accordingly. 

1 have, sic. 

(Signed) ,T. G. PONSONBY. 


No. 300. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 1029.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 9, 1890. 

HUB releronce to Mr. Herbert’s despatch No. 498 of tin: 27th June reporting 
Hie sentences passed on the Narman prisoners, I liavo now the honour to transmit to 
your Lordship herewith copy of a despatcli I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Lrzcvoura, transmitting a Petition on behalf of the seven prisoners who were 
condemned to death, and pointing out various considerations in favour of their freo 
pardon, or at any rato of a commutation of their sentences. I proposo to presont a 
-Memorandum on tlie case to tlie Sublime Porte, and I have instructed Mr. Block to 
press constantly for the pardon of the prisoners. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUBRIK. 


Inolosuro 1 in No. 300. 

(No 120 ) Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

11 ' T „ ..... ,, , _ Erieroum, November 20,1S90. 

. if, K (he honour to report that three or four days ago tho inclosed Petition 
cnn.1 L (insulate on bohulf of tho seven Narman prisoners who worn 

Excellency No. 72of the 28th June. ^ U "° “V 









It ..acme lo me that, the following considerations should be urged forcibly in 
favour of '•ranting a free pardon to these prisoners, or lit least commuting their 
sentences, 'in tho'firet place they were condemned on tainted and one-sided evidence 
■iftcr ail inquiry conducted by Magistrates, some Of whom have subsequently been 
dismissed for corruption and misconduct. hiltle donlit exists that the real perpettutors 
of the crime were the brigand Kolik Oglilou mid bis band, who have successfully 
evaded arrest, while these prisoners, if guilty at all were so as instigators only, the 
victims lieing the reputed murderers, unpunished by Turkish justice, of their near 

relatives and friends. „ , . . * 

Secondly, they hove, already undergone over live years imprisonment and tlio 
moral torture of lieing twice condemned to death, the sentence being allowed to hang 
over their heads for many months: add to this the sight of their sixteen companions 
who died by inches in prison, and the knowledge that their families were being 
starved milled, and dispersed; and their property taken possession of by Mussulmans. 

And finally, i believe lain correct in saying that for years past in this part of 
Turkov no Mussulman has ever been condemned to death for any of the countless 
murders of Christians which have taken place. So far as I know one Mussulman 
only was condemned lo a term of imprisonment tor the peculiarly brutal and cold- 
blooded murder of an Armenian at Enseroum after the massacres of last year, when 
Shakir Pasha lmd solemnly assured the foreign Consuls that the man would certain y 
he handed for his crime. [ need hardly point out the conclusion that must logically 
be drawn if the Sultan’s trade goes forth for the execution of these soven 
unfortunates, in a case where reasonable donlit and extenuating circumstances can so 

well lie pleaded. . 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. W. GRAVES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. HOD. 

Petition of Seven Norman Prisoners under Sentence of Death. 

A son Excellence M. lo Consul-General du Gouvernemcut Anglais ii Erzeroum: 

NOES Snussignds, habitants do Akrnk et du Yikihas villages do Nurmnn, un dcs 
districts du Vilayet d'Erzetoum, amis M oondunmus a mort dcpuis ejuq imois ch a 
part du Conscil do Itevision local. U- dossier do noire proves a etc e no a a Cimr 
lie Cassation. Quelle fut noire surpriso d’cntcndie ee terrible arret, ui notic parf.ute 

""" Y’crmettez-moi, Excellence, do vous cxpliipicr, cn quelques termes, la cause, dc 
notie^unstahon. ^ & iugtoment six ans, trois ArimSnicns, villaacois de Vikias, 
horriille.nent nmliles (fans la lovet, contiguii it noire district, Les inalfa. eum so sont 
smistrait-s i. la justice. Cue aimer apr.'s ee mcurlro ellrayant quatro Jures out etc 
Irouvf's assassincs aux environs dc la memo fork. A ec debt, 1 autorito a, pen a pen, 
nrrete soiximte-doiix Armenions, habitants dcs susdits villages, comrno complices ou 
iHmit au courant do cc crime. , 

Nous crayons superflu do peindre les souffrances quo nous avons supported, nous 
et nos famine's, durai't notro detention. Seize d’ontro nous sont morts on prison et la 
i.lui art mis cn libertc. Quant n nous Soussignes nous avons subi la sentence la plus 
H'vbrc qui loin d’Atro basic sur des demonstrations qui p.uisscnt nous inculper dc 
eon,plick a Mr dom.de sur les busses ttooigtmgcs do certains parents des assassin®. 
Tonies les preuves qu’.mt nllcgmSes ces timoins sont depourvucs de base et i.ieapahies 
Surer Lira eulpul.ilild; «ar consequent dies ,,’oi.t point de valour ... devout la 
justice III devanl la conscience. Tout oonvaincus que nous sommes dc notro 
innoeenee, nous gemissons pourlant sous la triste pci,sic d’fctre mjustenrent condnmuis 
It.no, I. A qui en appelef done si ee n’est qiA votre Gouverne.nent, qu. protdgo 
rinnocent opnimi: Qu’il jettc, nous losupplions, un regard de pitid sur nous, qui 
(hqierissmis ilins les euchots de la prison et sur lies enfants malheureux quo la mort 
nuiissonne de lour en lour a detail! du lidcossairo. , 

Vnur amid's ronseiguemeuta au sujet dc notro prod's et pour avoir une pleino 
conviction *u 1'iigaid dc notro innocence, veuillez vous adressor au t’ataarchat 
Armenien, qui pent vous satisfuire pleiuemout sous ce rapport. 


En plcin espoir de goAter un jour notro liberty perdue, grace i, la grande influence 
de votre Goui ernemont et it votre bontd connue, nous sommes, Excellence, avee 1c 
respect lc plus profond vos trr, bumbles serviteure. 

(L.S.) KRIKOlt EREHIAN. 

ZOKAE, 8AK0IAN (son fils). 

8AK0 KEHIA (vieillnrd Ag<5 de 90 ans). 
MARDIR08 GHAZARLAN. 

GARARET MINASS1AN. 

DAVID SARKISSIAN. 

>r ALEXAN EOGUOSSIAN. 

hrxeroum, le 7 (19) Novemhre, lStlfi. 


No. 301. 

Sir P. Curne to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 1030. Secret.) 

l.Yvn . „ . ,, , Constantinople, December 9, 1896. 

men/ S l,Tv. o ! mat tll « re . 1 ha8 ,cen much talk in Constantinople of a move- 
ment of tlio Young Turkey party ’ against the Sultan, rt is not easy to determine 

s vin. i a t'l i v id 11 l n ty 1 •'!' pi °? 1111 active political organization as opposed to a general 
sympathy with liberal ideas, hut it may he safely said that the great majority of Turks 

ividitv U ?whefir r rcCeiV M “T tincturu of European education,md will, 
avid U (when they can do so with safety) the “ Mcshveret ” and other so-called 

- : .T 8e ' 1 ‘ t T ,s , Publications printed abroad, and ardently desire tlio 

deposition o the present Sultan, together with some guarantee that in future the 
country shall not be governed by tlio personal caprice of the Sovereign, Turks of (he 
naturally unfavourably disposed to any movement which rests on an 
" ' ? ldca9 ’ '* ut 0,1 tlio other hand, the tyranny of the present regime 

is A>idel) Jolt, and the many flaws which can he found in the Sultan’s title to the Cali- 

(jieim, m readv S m 1 f 1 ""'. 10 ® 1 nI ! d anU-Buropeai. classes as the Dervishes, Softas, and 
U lunu, ready to entertain revolutionary ideas. 

... «*»» haTo been made during the autumn to more than one foreign 

fio.kli'rc h ,1 " e !‘ r ( U ^" h °®®® r ’ " -1 “> represented himself as the head of an orgnniza- 
tion directed against the continuance of the present reign. I myself have (bought it 

virt, tbeXTf r advances, but one of my colleagues, who bad an interview 
0 P? CCr V 1 5 ue8tlon » wa8 lol(I that it had been arranged to attack the Palace of 
I ildiz, with such troops as bad been gained over to the cause, on a Sunday U,e day 

!il'laL-c1n S tbo eveT' t *' ouW tUo " bo al *«' less exposed to 

S „ M a , d ' 8 ^“ nC Pv l l ° ofllcer lllttl,er stated that the superior 
olhurs or about half the troops round Ytldiz, and of all those quartored in Stamboul 

l olbm'ns'so 1 ,::'’? 1 tlmt art p®r, »* P^°od on the /.pposite IreTf he 

Sle elvislfo, , conu "aiid Yildizj a"d the telegra.,1, wires be cut so as to 
unutl ei onvlv , 'T'"' 1 1 m” 00 ’ , U " :ls not to kill the Sultan (though 

bvo r of Il f dm ™ , this was the only solution), but to force liim to abdicate in 
sanity A dep ?f? d ! , , 1 . ,,lll0r 11 urn d, who would he declared to have regained his 
then be appointed!'' ° y ’ tllU l,S<i ° f whioli l,a<1 alre ady been prepared, would 

any dErnrbam.fmW n 1 '- 0 '' ft® 4 '. ll0 OI P. outiou of ",is design was the fear that 
The YounX“Cv°n, a "“ 8 , ',7‘ *f descent of Russia on Constantinople, 

instead or\ihdn?, :> X^whSfnl^ tl,a . Ln f? la,lJ \°" k »P the cause of the Armenia,is 
if they were onU°sn 11 if ® °|} omu " ^ m P lre , and they would he ready to act at once 
the Dardanelles mid Ln '.e ovo !' t . 0l disorders the Uritish fleet would pas, 

I o ■?. m' • r 1 . ilV0 t,ll! ca P ltal at the mercy of Russia. 

authonUe'source "iUsT, ‘lv o,m' Z o 11 b W °. rtl '' f °. r 0l ®i‘8>‘ il «>mos direct from an 
to take. y f lnany vcrslu " s givotl of tho form the conspiracy is 

and foreed b b ° ^ whito SiUi " 8 

Effei^l^tho'sullan'a^vounMr^iin '"‘nT lms I, ?P" ,lired Stamboul, and Resbad 
Sovereign, Abd-ul-JInnij«1 1 • br °tber, will lie secretly convoyed there, and proclaimed 
Islam. ' d b “"'S at sau >« time deposed by a Fetva of the Sheikh.,,I- 









It .Iocs not seem certain Unit any of these plans were ever really near execution, 

returns in *i week is likelv to introduce some reforms under Kussian influence, and 
they .Usir.-il to precipitate "matters and act before his nrri™h; "‘fey" S'c™ lm 
that the recent vigorous action of the Sultan against the You, lmk'XIW* ^ “ 

exnhWd without supposing that any plot was discovered. Ins Majesty is sani i 

K3^4fe“J Srsai ¥&*& sr^ss, *»— 

Sr. 

During the past week some 700 people won' arrested and ntar ogated at the 1 a ac 
•tiwl cnvnrfll hundred exiled. 1 learn Irom a functionary who hus near lUOM. V» ai 1 
ni-h! Ion- carriages kept driving up filled with prisoners. '1 lie persons exiled include 
far»e“umber of hi./offi.-inls, some of whom have received posts ... the nrovmec.s 
to render theS-temowil less conspicuous. Kiasim Mm, " Co.mnaudant do la laco 
ofSt l ou htl l eeu named to Monastir, and it is said that Nason Bey, ti e late 
\IiS o PolL Who lias already been obliged lo leave for the provinces, willbe 
annotated Goveriiorof Adana Others who have been banished «rc Housm Bey, 

. 

,m,t «,nt to the Vilivets of Castamouni and Trebizond. .... , i 

\s m i. ‘tan^I may mention the ease of a well-to-do Albanian Mussulman who 
was pmonnllv known 1 1 members of my Hmhassy and to the British e<don} at 
lCn.Hl 0 Hi win*re he resided. He is nearly SO years of age and generally respected, 
IdttSvniai, Of liberal views, t„ the best of my belief not engaged in any 

I .....I p-ilncc circles, .vere unable to ascertain anything except that was ai 
ViUliV After being kept there for four days, during which time be saw no one and 
was asked no questions, lie was dismissed as suddenly as he had been summoned and 
Xrt witluint any reason being assigned that he was 

Castamouni. ilewas then and there emharkeil on the stcamei Mokko a. lie 

nnS tidies Sl^I^S'u^sm^, they are gentleness itself compared to 
,he treatnient said to have been icceiveil In others. Though great caution must he 
used in ncccntiiig the stories.always current here ol the horrors which arc inaetul . 
Vilcliz I fear there is little doul.t’that torture is employed tbore to obtain evident^ 
l ids moriiiii" I reeeived a message from (lie ollieer above relerrcd to, asking il it was 
not Vossibl'c for the Embassies to protest, “ con.ine note d'bumam.e,” aua.ns these 
cruelties lie slated that be knew for certain that torture bad been extensively used 
in Die past week. Some persons had been confined lor two or three day s in small 
il Ik with writer un to their waists, others had beeu burnt hy li'e eoaU hung 
nbieed'im their bmis a‘nd p^ons, or by hard eggs, just taken out of boiling water, 
brim; bound in their armpits ; other* had boon brutally beaten with heavy clubs. 

1 am informed that in spite of ttie numbers banished, the Young I nrkey party 
still eonX .liey ean make' an attempt when a favourable opportunity occurs and 
Hint none of the arms which they possess have been discovered, last oxpene , 
however, seems to show that they are more ready to talk than to tale any a ti . 

1 niav add that though 1 have declined to have any dealings with the ravolu 
tiouarv party, I have reason to believe that the Palace officials are very anxious to 
"i 1 1 :it its idans are encouraged by Her Majesty s Embassy. . 

' 1 llav, tlie binumr to inclose a copy of a Memorial which has been sent to the 

Ambassadors bv the “ Ottoman liberal Committee. • 

l liave, oKi. 

(Signed) I’ll 11,11* CURRIE. 
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No. 302. 

•Sir P. Currie lo Ihc Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December Id.) 

(No. 1031.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 10, 18t)tl. 

1 It At Iv the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
winch I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Adana reporting on the 
distress prevailing in the district of Kliozan and the distribution of relief carried 
on there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ' PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 302. 

j g2 ^ Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

, T , ,,-r, Adana, November 20,1890. 

„„„ • the honour to convey my sincere thanks for the further grant of 

500 liras winch your Excellency has so kindly obtained for the suffering Kliosan 
those parts "* r ° P ,V *° !l I , l ,< ‘ a,s ’ making in all 1,000 liras apportioned recently to 

I have announced this further grant to the Rev. J.C. Martin, whose indefatigable 
labours in distributing relief mid in guiding the Christian population are deserving of 
the highest gratitude and praise. b 

I beg to give an extract from a recent letter received from that gentleman, which 
will acquaint your Excellency with the lines upon which we are jointly working in 
that poverty-stricken district. J 

I trust that matters may improve with the present assistance given, hut J have 
grave fears that matters will not long remain settled in those and many other parts. 

o In flour under the grave disadvantage of having an octogenarian Govcrnor- 
•cnornl, whose opinion carries no weight with any of his subordinates. 

Quotation : “ As to relief. I have distributed about 350 liras of the 500 authorized 
for Kliozan district. About 200 wore used in Sliahr, 00 in Roumloo, and the balance, 
so tar used, in ZerolMvkan and Hadjin. 1 am buying some horses and donkeys lor the 
most destitute Hadjinlis. With t he balance in hand, at least with 100 liras more. I 
think I can put the people m a fair way to get along until Iconic hack, that is 
provHied they are not shut up hero all the winter. Then if we get, a grant (>r 
4)1 °! t iraii . r ' ,0 s, art sol »o permanent industries next spring, 

“ I am delighted to find that your mood and desire correspond to this. 1 have 
been thinking about this matter a great deal, and your last letter gave me much 
encouragement. 1 hope wo shall lie able to start alaja making, and perhaps rug 
making, as well as other industries, before many months pass. It would bo an 
inestimable blessing to tins poor people. 

" I am just now giving a lira here and there to the poorest families that tliev may 
make boolgur enough to last thorn live or six months. ' 

" Di.tliiswaytliopo there will he no need for a general distribution during my 
absence. (Dated lladjin, 7th November.) 3 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 303. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December M.) 

(No. 1032.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 10,1890. 

i 11A\ h the lionoiir to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
"b ell 1 Imvo received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Mcrsina, reporting that 
>r«ors have been received for the introduction oi’ reforms and the free emi-ration of 
Armenians under certain conditions. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 














Inclosure in No. 303. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 05.) Adana, November 25, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that orders for the introduction 
of the new reforms have reached this province, accompanied by a letter conveying the 
Sultan’s personal wish that all liis people, of all creeds, should live together in brotherly 

PeaCC I conversed with the Mutessarif of Mersina on the subject of these reforms which 
he read to mo, and he expressed himself pleased with them, with hopes that they might 

1,0 fn Ai > many C of < the Government officials am alive to the fact that their Ruler has 
done his best, so far, to ruin his country, there is some slight hope that this botter- 
intentioned body may now introduce, gradually, a trial of a more pacifying policy 

Armenians to leave this country, provided they 
avail themselves of it within the next two months anil sign a promise never to 

return. T . 

I nave, &c. 

(Signed) I*. H. H. MASSY. 


No. 304. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

My Lord* ^ Constantinople, December 10, 1896. 

' I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Trebizond respecting the pecuniary 
difficulties of the Government in that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 304. 

Consul Longworth to Sir P. Currie. 

gSo. Trebizond, November 29, 1890. 

THE incessant calls of the Central Government for remittances is fast plunging 
the provincial authorities into a state of |H*cuniary difficulties. 

IIow to conduct public affairs satifactorily under such conditions is a problem 
which may well tax the intellect of the ablest Governor. 

Cadri Boy, who finds its solution from day to day more perplexing, is determined, 
however, to maintain order to (lie last. He hopes to do so by neither stinting the 
rations of the troops or withholding the pay of the gendarmerie and police. It is to 
he trusted that he will ho able to carry out this laudable intention without m any way 
endangering his own position, or in other words, with the approval of His Majesty the 

The ordinary expenditure of the vilayet amounts to about 130,000/. against a 
revenue of 370,000/., of which 240,000/. were transmitted regularly to Constantinople. 
Now it is different, for even the reserve funds of pensions, pious institutions, and public 
works are being withdrawn, figuring, together, a total of some 20,000/. , 

Under such circumstances it is natural enough that taxes should he collected 
with some severity. The payment of arrears arc exacted by imprisonment, and no 
excuses are found admissible, save those of the Armenians who had suffered during 
Hie disturbances of October 1895. Such alone are treated.it is satisfactory to add, 
with all due consideration and leniency. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONG WORTH. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 1034.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 10, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Trebizond, reporting on the action 
of the Commissions of Inquiry and Control sent out by the 8ultan. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 305. 

Consul Lonyworth to Sir P. Currie. 


(No. 71.) 

Sir, Trebizond, November 30, 1896. 

ONE of the outgrowths of the political situation appears to ho the appointment 
of various Commissions, some of Inquiry and others of Control. None, however, sent 
to this vilayet can lie taken to be the percursors of reforms, ns is obvious enough from 
the following two rather typical examples:— 

The first has not vet arrived, though expected for the last fortnight. It is 
composed of two civil and two military men, selected by the Sultan, to inquire into the 
conduct of the Vaii, Cadri Bey. Its mission is by no means an edifying one, starting 
as it does on false and absurd allegations brought against his Excellency by Major 
Riza Boy, an officer with a bad record, who had recently l>een removed from his 
command at Uniah on being discovered to harbour brigands. 

The other Commission is a permanent one, formed of three individuals, named 
Major Kiazim Bey, Hussein Effendi, and Nesha Bey, who represent respectively the 
Ministries of War, Police, and Interior. They arrived here about six weeks ago with 
authority to search travellers arriving and departing, and to examine merchandize 
imported and exported. Their overbearing- manners aro described as intolerable, while 
their vexatious interference in what does not concern their dut ies is giving umbrage to 
the local authorities. No official dares to oppose them, however closely lie may be 
watched and overshadowed by these men, known, as they are, to he in secret 
telegraphic communication with Yildiz Kiosk. Their preseuce at Trebizond is not 
likely to inspire or enhance in any functionary here feelings of devotion, loyalty, or 
respect for the Head of the State. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONGWORTH. 


No. 306. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 1037.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 10, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 985 of the 26th ultimo, reporting the 
election on the 18th November of the new Armenian Patriarch, Mgr. Ormaniau, I 
have now the honour to report that the Imperial trade sanctioning his election was 
not issued until the 30th of the same month. Tho formal installation of the Patriarch 
took place on the 2nd December, and on the 5th his Beatitude proceeded to the Palace 
to do homage, and was received in audience by His Imperial Majesty the Sultan. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a translation of the 
Address which he delivered. 

In reply, His Imperial Majesty expressed his pleasure that the choice of the 
Armenian people had fallen on a person concerning whom ho had received on all sides 
mich excellent reports, and his satisfaction at the sentiments uttered bv his Beatitude. 
His Majesty added that lie hoped that the Armenian nation would coutinuo in its 
[901j 4 D 









traditions of time-honoured loyally, and that lie counted on tlio efforts of the Patriarch 
to maintain it in this course. j 

(Signed)'"''' PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 309. 

Address delivered by the Armenian Patriarch to Ms Majesty the Sultan. 

’VOTRE Majestd Impdriale a.vnnt picine eonliancc dans les sentiments (le parfaito 
lidi-'litd dont ie n'ai oessd d'etre pdndtrd, a dnignd confirmer ma nomination an posts si 
. leve de Patriarchc, et m’aceorder la favour d’etre hdmis dans sa haute pr&cncc. • 

" e Xd on B rS5.T de siljol Ottoman, jWai a ccenr do 

romplir lovalemont et Iid61emc.it ma titclio on aynnl reeours a la misd rieorde du lout- 
Puissant, et on mcsttaiil toutc ma confinnco on I’auguste bienvetllanco do \otn Maj -stC 
hnperialo. 

S ' rt ’|,a nation Armfinicnne qui dopuis des sidqlcs a etc l'objet des favours de vos 
'dorieux ancitrcs, et a joui de iiomhrcux privileges religicux, et qui sest attachee an 
'Prime Imperial comin'e a son plus sftr refuge, lidudliciem sans nul douto dune 
prosperin' parfaito sons les auspices gdndfeux de votro Majestd Imperial, dont la 

haute sollicitndc no lui fern jamais defaut.. , 

,1’ai I'insigiie lionnoiir d’assurer votro llajeste quo la reputation de lidelite quo 
(•ette nation s’est acquiso it juste litre no sera point ddmentio, et quo nous aUendrons 
de votre magnanimitd le munition du hien-etre do notre peuple ainsi quo de se. 
innnuniles et privileges religieux. ^ 
lei suit mie pridro pour Ha Majeste. 


No. 307. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Iteiri red December 11.) 

(No. 387. Confidential.) . 

M V Lord Vienna. December 5,1806. 

1 CA1,1.K1> veslerday on the Minister for foreign Affairs, when his Excellency 
told me that he lin'd heard nothing further respecting the course it was proposed to 
take in regard to the introduction of reforms in the administration ot turkey, now 
that the Russian Government had modified their views in respect to your Lordships 
proposals, heyond the fact that pourparlers were going on on the subject between the 
Cabinets of London and St. Petersburg!!. 

For himself, Count Goluchowski went, on to say, he had already clearly defined 
his attitude, lie was perfectly ready to authorize the Imperial Ambassador at Con¬ 
stantinople to concert with his eolleagi.es upon the reforms to bo introduced, but once 
• 1 -reed upon, his Excellency repeated to mo in still stronger language than lie had 
used before, that he was (irmly decided not to join in any presentation of such reforms 
to the Sultan without a dotillito guarantee that they would he executed, that is to say, 
a distinct agreement between the Powers that, it' need he, recourse would be had to 

coercive measures. ., , , , , , 

I remarked to Count Goluchowski that 1 was glad to see that he appeared to share 
vour Lordship’s views so fully in regard to the necessity of a prior understanding tor 
the eventual employment of material pressure, and from Ins Excellency s observations 
is was dear that ho had no intention of agreeing to the Russian idea that the question 
coercive measures should onlv lie taken into consideration in the event of difficulties 
bring planed in the way of the execution of the reforms after thoir presentation to 

S ('ouut'(iolU0h0Wski then proceeded to allude to the Circular of the Porte to the 
Turkish \mhassadors on the suhjixit of the action .r the Turkish Government m 
r ,„,,ir,l Union inn and other reforms, a document which was replete with unmeaning 
pln-ise- and said that ho had told Mahmoud Hey that he must be very much mistaken 
if thought that it had made the slighted, impression on him. These assurances on 
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the part of the Porte were without any significance whatever, as indeed was evidenced 
every day by the difficulties which were being placed in the way of the execution of 
reforms agreed upon in Crete and other parts' of the Empire. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 308. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 894. Confidential.) 

Jty l-ord, Vienna, December 11, ISfffi. 

IN the course of a visit which I paid yesterday to Count Goluchowski, his 
Excellency told me that he was somewhat surprised at the news imparted to Count 
Ileym by your Lordship, to the effect that, M. lfanotaux had expressed himself 
as averse to the mention of any coercive measures being intended at Constantinople 
in the event of the Sultan refusing to carry out the reforms which might be agreed 
upon. 

Upon Illy remarking that II. Cambon at least seemed to be of opinion that the 
exorcise of some kind of control was necessary at Constantinople, and that I under¬ 
stood Sir Philip Currie was not without hope of a satisfactory result being obtained 
from the discussions of the Ambassadors, Count Goluchowski replied that he believed 
this view was also shared by- M. Nelidow, who was equally sanguine. 

His Excellency went on to tell me that he had received a telegram from the 
Austrian Clinrgd d'Allairas at St. Petersburg!), stating that M. Nelidow was leaving 
for Constantinople with instructions, as I understood him to say, to inform the Porto 
that the intervention of the Powers would eventually become necessary if the Sultan 
should continue to neglect the execution of salutary "reforms. 

Before taking leave of Count Goluchowski, 1 alluded to the recent discussions that 
had taken place ill the press on the subject of the Dardanelles, to which he replied 
that the information ho had received from St. Petersburgli, as well as the remarks 
made to him by the Russian Ambassador here, tended to show that the Russian 
Government had no intention of raising the question of the Straits at the present 
moment. The circulation of these and similar reports in the public press of Russia 
was, he seemed to think, in a great measure duo to the present provisional regime ut 
St. Petersburgli, and to tho absence of a strong guiding hand at the Ministry for 
Foreign Affaire. 

I have the honour to add that Prince Liechtenstein, the Austrian Ambassador at 
St. Petersburgli, who was received by Count Goluchowski this afternoon, leaves Vienna 
to-night lor Russia on tho termination of his leave of absonco. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 309. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 394. Confidential.) 

S "’ I'I'll Voreiyn Office, December 13, 1890. 

.. | TRANSMIT, foryour Excellency's confidential information, a copy of a despatch 
u Inch { have addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,' recording a convenuv- 
u>ii mill tho French Ambassador at this Court on the subject of tho proposed joint 
action of the Powers for the introduction of reforms in the administration of llm 
uttoman Empire. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
















No. 310. 


Mr. Milbaake to the Marquess of Salisbury. -(Received December 1(5.) 

(No. 115.) Vienna, December 16, 1890. 

(TW T^lot% P e n r that Count GolmWi elicited anythingnew in regard to 

ESlrE uTs'^X"vm expose li'imstSjt, but that be hal 

. 

was as impossible for Russia to act 
without tlio Rowers. _ 


No. 311. 

Sir E. Mown to the Mar,,nos. of Salisbury.-(Received December 10.) 

(No 48. Confidential.) December 16.1800. 615 r.M. 

L WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch X»v & h°wosI ncorVcUo rtatc that 
The Minister of { Ma Affa.m Measures, and that he is 

he had ever refused (o JoUl tlie other , ]| st ill thinks, however, 

L - 

in which it is possible they may be : btm ^ r ion of violence, 

M ll!™:SKeitins objection, but,’in his opinion, (here is not nearly so 
lnuchdangcr jjadme^lte test) throe ® r ^ ,lr Jjj 8 Ambas- 

**—- the 

Powers had received equivalent authority. 

^■-aseiSSS 

taking a too prominent position. 


No. 312. 

Sir 1‘. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received December 1 1.) 

who to^^ttrtSriicd' to 

lhU ikquSioa of coercion, he unde,stands, is not to' 

!So?o a t , ;tffer tl iL'\ , 'rSXn 7 these rctnmnncmia.ions, to disenss the methods of 
bringing pressuw; to bear oh the Sultan. 


No. 313. 


Sir P. Currie to the )farquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 487. Most Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 17, 1896, 6*50 P.M. 

M. DE NfiLIDOW tolls me that lie has been instructed to inform the Sultan 
that the Ambassadors are about to exchange views respecting those Turkish affairs 
which have for some time past preoccupied tlie Great Powers, and that the Emperor has 
commanded him to strongly urge TTis Imperial Majesty to adopt the recommendations 
which may he made to him as the Powers are unanimous, and a rejection of their 
advice might bring about intervention. 


No. 314. 

•Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 19.) 


(No. 394. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris, December 17, 1896. 

I 'FOLD M. Hanotaux yesterday that I had been informed by your Lordship that, 
in conversation with the Baron de Courccl, you had expressed the apprehension, founded 
on my reports of what had passed between his Excellency and myself, that under no 
circumstances would he agree to the employment of coercive measures against the 
Sultan ; and that the French Ambassador had assured you that 1 must have misunder¬ 
stood M. Hanotaux’ language. 

His Excellency replied that if 1 had stated such a thing 1 had certainly misrepre¬ 
sented him. He had no intention of separating himself from the action of the other 
Powers, if they all decided on the expediency of taking into consideration the question 
of the employment of coercion in the contingency contemplated by your Lordship’s 
Circular. Moreover, there could he no question of any hesitation on the part of the 
French Government should circumstances arise making it necessary to use force for the 
prevention of such violence as would endunger the safety of the Europeans in Constan¬ 
tinople, and for the arresting of massacres, &c. Subject, however, to these limitations, 
his opinion ns to the inexpediency of having recourse to coercion for the purpose of 
imposing reforms on the Sultnn is as strong as ever, and he cannot but believe that such 
a course would lend to war. 

To show me that although lie had not yet replied to your Lordship’s Circular he lmd 
in effect complied with your request M. Hanotaux sent for, amt read to me, the draft of 
a telegram which he had sent four or live days ago to M. Cambon, instructing him, if 
he found that M. de Nclidow and his other colleagues were authorized to do so, to 
associate himself with their action. 

I thanked M. Hanotaux for this communication, and proceeded to explain that as 
in his previous conversations with inc he had laid great stress upon his views on the 
subject of coercion 1 had thought it my duty to report that language faithfully; and 
that my doing so, coupled no doubt with the fact that he had delayed so long to answer 
your Lordship’s Circular, had led you to believe that his aversion to the employment of 
coercion might possibly go the length described by you in your conversation with Baron 
de Courccl; although 1 had not reported his Excellency as having explicitly declared his 
intention of taking no part in the discussion of coercive mensures; nor hac your 
Lordship said more to Baron de Courccl than that you apprehended tlmt such might be 
his decision. 


M. Hanotaux answered that his delay in sending his official reply to your Lordship, 
which was partly due to his desire to hear from me explanation of the exact nature of your 
wishes, had nlso been in part prompted by the feeling that its he had himself taken not 
very long ago n certain initiative in pressing the Sultan, it would be as well that ho 
should not appear too zealous in this direction, nor afford any excuse for the supposition 
that he was anxious to take the lead into his own hands. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 












sir li. Monson to Hit. Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received' December 19.) 

(No. 395. Secret.) „ . ,, , . fl0 ,. 

Mv I.oril Puns, December 1 1 , 1896. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch No. 394 of this day’s date, 
reporting mv conversation with M. Ilanotnux on the contents of your Lordships 
despatch No. 309 a, I am anxious to state that I find my Herman and Austro-Hungarian 
colleagues hold views, nearly, if not quite, as strong ns his Excellency does in regard to 
the employment of coercion towards the Sultan. According to them, le ;ov i 
• Inch they represent have no wish to engage themselves farther than to consent to 
discuss the question if all the other Powers are agreed upon doing so. 

In fact, their language would induce me to conclude that while Germany and 
Austria would not like to assume the onus of refusing, they would he only too glad 
if ii were found to he impossible to come to a preliminary agreement upon this 

have said to my Austro-Hungarian colleague that according to my information 
Count Goluchowski docs not share this view; but Count Vi olkcnstem only replied that 
lie had not recently heard from Vienna on the subject. „ ., . 

In the telegram to M. Cambon, referred to in my preceding despatch, M. llnnotaux 
lays stress on the duty of the French Ambassador to act in unison with M. (le Nehdow. 
In reading it to me his Excellency emphasized this part of the Instruction by tone and 
by raising his eyes to mine, an emphasis which laid only the ctlect nt confirming my 
conviction of the irritation which lias been caused him by the action ol M. Chichkmc m 
sending a reply to year Eordship's Circular without previous consultation with France. 
This irritation, of the existence of which I have been informed from more tnan one 
trustworthy source, lias probably contributed lo M. llnnotaux’ delay m sending Ms own 

i have, ike. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 316. 

Sir /.;, Monson lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 403. Most Confidential.) icon 

My Lord Pans, December 18, 1890. 

' COUNT WOLKENSTE1N, the Austru-llunguriim Ambassador, called upon nic lute 
this afternoon, and said that he was anxious to he confirmed, by anything I could tell him, 
in his views as lo M. Ilanotmix' position in regard to the discussion of coercive measures 
to lie employed against the Sultan in the event of His Ottoman Majesty relusiiig to follow 

the counsels of the Powers in regard to reforms. , 

Ills Excellency said (hat there seemed to lie some doubt ns to ivhat M. Ilanotaux 
real views were, but that on two successive reception days nt the (Jam d Orsnv the 
Minister lor Foreign Affaire hud used such exceedingly strong language that he could have 
no doubt of his Excellency’s deeply rooted antipathy to ugrec to such a discussion as that 
proposed in your Lordship’s Circular. ... . , , 

M. Hnnotnux had said, it was true, that if all the other I owore consented lie wouli 
not refuse lo discuss the question j hut, added my Austrian colleague, Berlin and homo 
secMii, its vet, to huve sent no answer, and all this hesitation is exceedingly mystifying. 

I answered that M. Ilanotaux’ language to me had been equally strong, so much so 
that vour Lordship had concluded that his objections would be insuperable; but that 
M. Ilanotaux hud also now said that he would not stand out against the other l owers it 
they all agreed on this point. I then remarked that Count Goluchowski was, as I under¬ 
stood, warmly in favour of your lordship’s views, to which Count Wolkcnstein agreed, 
although in the course of conversation lie complained that it was with great difficulty that 
he ever got any information from Vienna, and that when it did arrive it was usually too 

late to he of use. ... . , . . , __ 

In connection with this, he observed that he had tins day received despatches, sent 
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yesterday by messenger from Vienna, and had been bitterly disappointed at finding that 
there was not one word from Count Goluchowski on the subject of his recent interviews 
with M. de Ndlidow, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 317. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 19.) 

(No. 116. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, December 19, 189(5. 

WITH reference to the telegram from .Sir E. Monson, marked Secret and 
Confidential, repeated to me in your Lordship’s telegram No. 192, I have the 
honour to report that I was recently informed by Count Goluchowski that he had 
spoken to M. do Nelidow concerning the aversion apparently felt by M. Ilanotaux to 
the employment of coercion, but that the Ambassador did not understand his action 
and knew nothing of it. 

The line adopted by M. Ilanotaux is attributed by Count Goluchowski himself to 
the irritation caused by the failure of the proposals made by him. 

1 have never noticed anything in the language used by Count Goluchowski to 
justify the views of the Austrian Ambassador at Paris. 

Though Count Goluchowski is of opinion that the mere threat of coercion on tlm 
part of all the Powers would probably suffice to insure the Sultan’s giving way, he has 
lately been very strong with regard to the necessity of being prepared to apply it. 


No. 318. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 488. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 20, 189G, 12*30 r.M. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 186 of the 17th December, I asked M. do 
Nelidow in the course of conversation whether his instructions mentioned the main¬ 
tenance of the integrity of the Ottoman Empire. lie replied that it was not mentioned 
specifically, hut was understood to ho a condition of the concert of the Powers. 

He observed, subsequently, that it might he safer not to make integrity an 
absolute condition, as coercion, if it had to be applied, might necessitate some inter¬ 
ference with the integrity of the Empire. 

This observation, though only a casual one, possibly indicates views held at 
St. Petersburg!), and I have therefore thought it best to roport it to your Lordship. 


* No. 319. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 489.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 20, 1890, 12*50 r.M. 

M. HE NELIDOW, at a meeting of Amlinssndors which took place yesterday at 
(lie Austrian Embassy, read his instructions, which authorized him to concert, with 
his colleagues for the improvement of the Administration and the maintenance of 
order in the Ottoman Empire. 

It was stateil that your Lordship has proposed to the other Powers that identic 
instructions should he drawn up for the Ambassadors, and, ponding tho receipt of such 
instructions, it was agreed that wo should hold meetings at which tho situation would 
ho informally discussed and views exchanged. 

The other Representatives had no definite instructions, hut considered themselves 
as generally authorized to discuss the situation. The next meeting will he hold on 
Tuesday, tin; 23rd December. 











No. 320. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 20.) 


(Tcl'c^.l,ic } ,lfi p™ ti! ' 1 ' ) Constantinople, December 20, 1890, 12 45 Ml. 

( WITH roferoneo to my telegram No. 489 of to-day, your Lordah.p w.1 uot.ee 
that there is a discrepancy between tho points for discussion mentioned by M. de 
Ndlidow (reported in my telegram No. 180) and the instructions read by him at the 

,llnr * His explanation of this was that in the former lie had included the substance of 
the instructions sent to M. de Steal by M. Chichkinc (see i.ielosure in yon* I^dsbips 
despatch No. 373 of the 1st Deoeinhcr). I tlunk it wouMbo m to 

points should be included in our instructions, and the wording of the two tirst points 
in No. 480 is, I consider, preferable. 


No. 321. 

Sir P. Cunie to the Marquess of Salisbury..—(Received December 20.) 

fTcle^ranlwc.) 1\ Constantinople, December 20, 1896, IT5 r.M. 

1 THE following is M. Nelidow’s account, as given at a meeting of Ambassadors 
yesterday, of the audience lie had with the Sultan. , . , ,« 

‘ He explained to His Imperial Majesty that the state of Turkey had been the 
cause of constant anxiety to the Powers of Europe, who had accordingly mtiered 
t heir Ambassadors to come to an understanding as to the remedies which might bt 
applied to I he situation. He was instructed strongly I o advise His Majesty to accept 
such recommendations as might he made to linn. His Majesty would expose himself 
lo verv great dangers, even to the risk of intervention, if ho refused to comply. 

The Sultan, who did not seem altogether unprepared tor tins communication, 
replied that he hoped that the advice that would he given would not he of ton painful 
a kind or too difficult for him to execute, arid would not he a danger to ins Empire or 

encroach tlmt the object of the Powers would be to maintain 

the Ottoman Empire, and that, therefore, there was no real ground for apprehension 
but that it was possible that if representations were made against persons intliesemce 
of the Sultan whoso misconduct was known to the Ambassadors, ifis Majesty might 
consider that his sovereign rights had been attacked. 

In reply, tile Sultan remarked (hat the Ambassadors were not always well 
informed, and that the Consular ltcports were ofton incorrect. M. do Nelidow 
pointed out that when tho independent information of eacli of the Six lowers agreed, 

it could hardly lie erroneous . _- „„ 

His Majesty said lie would do what lie could, and a discussion followed on tho 
details of the application of reforms, in w hich his Excellency maintained that on many 
points connected with the Administration and the reforms, IIu Majesty was incorrectly 
informed. The Sultan threw the blame of this on his Ministers to whom lie said he 
had given stringent orders. M. de Nelidow suggested as a remedy for this that they 
(should bo made responsible. , . 

'Plie Sultan then informed his Excellency that an amnesty would be granted m a 
few (lavs to the Armenians, with the exception only of those accused of assassination. 
These would he sent to penal settlements. A difficulty arose, however, with regard to 
(hose who had left the country. This, M. de Nelidow urged, should not be a cause 
for delaying the issue of the amnesty. 


21)3 


No. 322. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 242.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 20, 1896. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 489 of to-day reporting the proceedings at 
a meeting of the Ambassadors on the 19th instant, and stating that I was roported to 
have proposed to the other Powers that identic instructions should be drawn up and 
sent to the Ambassadors at Constantinople. 

I cannot account for the origin of this report. No such suggestion was ever 
made by mo. 


No. 323. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 21.) 

(No. 1040.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 11,1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 909 of the 4th November, l have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana respecting the unsatisfactory 
condition or the Hadjin district. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 823. 

Vice-Consul Massy to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 63.) 

Sir, Adana , November 23,1896. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 54 of the 23rd October on tho transfer of 
Ismail Bey from Iladjin to Aintab, and the generally unsatisfactory state of tho 
former district, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that disquieting nows 
has reached me, which confirms the fears 1 expressed in the above-named report. 

1 give the news in the words as it has reached me:— 

“ Hadjin, November 14, 1890. 

“Word came in yesterday that Roumloo has been sacked on the very 
anniversary of last year’s sacking. As I understand, the principal loss luis been in 
cattle (goats and oxen), and the moat of these can be recovered, if the Government 
undertakes to do it. The Vekil assured mo yesterduy that the stolen property 
would be brought back. The Mudir is now in Roumloo. The Vekil proposes to 
make Shahr the Merkcz of that Municipality,so as to secure better protection for it. 
To the cast of us, also, this week, Hocks were led off, and horses and donkeys 
belonging to wood choppers were taken from them. One of the owners, also, is still 
missing. The Vekil sent an officer after the thieves, and told him to pursue them, 
if need be, as far as Oorfa, and if he failed to find them, not to show his face in 
I ladjin. In a former letter I mentioned that the prisoners had been sent down to 
Adana. It is now reported thut they have all boon sentenced, some to sixteen 
years and others to shorter terms. 

“ Last week six more prisoners were sent to Adana, among them being three 
leading Aghus, one the Head of the Armenian community. Some arc charged with 
being implicated in the murder case I mentioned in a previous letter, while the 
others arc suspected of insurrectionary tendencies. This week another batch of 
prisoners was made here, chiefly prominent men. It is not known what they have 
been imprisoned lor. They have not been charged with any crime, nor have they 
been summoned to give evidence. 

“The Government claims that insurrectionists from other parts have come into 
the town, and a great show of watching at night, &c., is being made. It looks 
rather as if the plot were on the other side. This trumping up of baseless charges 
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is nol reassuring, especially when one recalls the sequence of a similar course in 
other places.” 

With reference to the above, I would respectfully beg to suggest that your 
Excellency assist me by action at Constantinople to rouse our lethargic Governor- 
General into energetic action. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. LI. H. MASSY. 


No. 321. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 1015.) 

My ijord, ^ Constantinople , December 16, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from ller Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput respecting the 
risings of Kisil-Bash Kurds in Agcha-Tagh and the Dcrsim. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 321. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 60.) 

Sir, ^ Kharput, November 24, 1896. 

IN confirmation of my telegram to your Excellency of yesterday’s date, I have 
the honour to report that, according to information received by me from reliable 
sources here, a Kizil-Bash tribe of Kurds, known as the “ Kian Ashireti,” inhabiting 
the Caza of Agcha-Tagh, and numbering upwards of 15,000 men, has now risen in 
arms, harried and burned three or four Turkish villages, and killed a number of the 
villagers. The movement is attributed to a desire on the part of the Kurds to 
wreak vengeance upon their Turkish neighbours for the destruction of Kizil-Bash 
villages and massacre of the inhabitants (as reported in my despatch No. 15 of the 
19th May last), for which, in spite of appeals to Constantinople, no redress has as 
yet been given. 

The Commandant of Kharput informs me that no great importance is to be 
attached to the rising, which originates, he believes, in a simple tribal feud between 
Kizil-Bash and Sunni—not iu a desire for revenge upon the Moslems; and that a 
battalion of troops has been sent from Malatia to restore order. 

Gnmgonun Oglou Yussouf Aga, a powerful Kizil-Bash Chief of the Dcrsim 
region, was arrested recently for raiding Mussulman villages, and was imprisoned 
at Khozat. Some 800 men of his tribe made a descent, I am informed, upon that 
town, with the object of rescuing and carrying him ofT. A cordon of troops, however, 
was formed, and the Kurds were unable to enter Khozat. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 325. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 1016.) 

My Lord, ^ Constantinople, December 16, 1896. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of u despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Aleppo respecting the 
murder of Padre Salvatore at Ycnidjd*-Kal6. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 326. 

^ Acting Consul Caloni to Sir P. Currie. 

Rev 1 f IAVE tll f l,on( ? l,r . to inform your Excellency that tho°‘‘Bhjbasld Muzllar 
Bc\, who was charged with the murder of Padre Salvatore, at Yenidid-KalC- in 
after the ®y 8te ™ at «g*P Turkish tergiversations,” has finally been 
sent last week to Marash, where he will be tried by a court-martial. The French 
Consul has a so sent to Marash his Chaneclier, M. Guys, to watch the proceedings 
and it is said that the Italian Consul will do the same ^ ’ 

Considering the ill-will manifested in all this affair by tl.c Turkish authorities 
should not be surprised iT Mazhar Bey will be sentenced to only a lew months’ 

rSe°" n ’ C ’ l>,! PS " 0n 10 fcril C,U,,,r l >ar ,a l™ tc pour £ sorTir par !a 

Mutessarif of tho ^cedents of the present 

ii s stav u Srf. r ,: W0 ," l< n l‘l>ear that this functionary during 

l, i ii “ l Scutari as Mcktubdji,’ and afterwards as “Mustasliar” or the Vafi 
feeHn^“ h rr^’ had r . e P e ffurnished evident proofs or Ids anti-Christian 
Ini T t , havi ° l, , r !? thc r ? cei,t “rrest or Mr. Maeallum and the difficulties 
that he makes, almost daily, to the Protestant community of Marash. corroboratin'* 
•onmved f 1Ca8UrC , thc . above statement, it would he desirable that be si,mild be 
dltrict of Zcitoun. "” ,,0rta " t |l0sl ' ' vhich eoniprises in its jurisdiction the whole 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. CATONI. 


No. 320. 

Sir P. Currie to the Maryuett of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 1017.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 18,1806. 

whirl, : 1 !• , u f t0 forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 

arrival ft. "a" fr r om A ' tin S Con8ul ^.MiorL at Angora, reportin' 1,0 

aruval of Hauran Druses from Constantinople. ' ° c 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 32*1. 

/ No llg . Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir, 

womm, H ^ch h Udren^r l0 th r e ° P H 110 y ° Ur P x 'i cl , lc " c >’ ‘ h »t som’e 300 DnJes-men, 
r ; V r!r ' r till! Hauran arrived here from Constantinople on the 

here under ndlftal-v"^ 1 ; U ' V °“, llJ a Pl* ar that these people, who were brought 
,e undei military escort, are exiles, and it is very noticeable how law. 

alrcX3in' wlth^lSTp^ " tt,B tl,0m * « lhc ^ 

exiled Anam.a ly a IS “ ° x trnonliiinry thing that, whether they he immigrants or 
b T ne ,° r ' a , t0 a ' ,laco " f refuge^for all thf ilodeiu 

“II emne hore,'and’generadly*L>stay. U,< * ^ Dru “ B a ">' Tartars, they 

X liavo, &o. 

(Signed) W. s. ltlOllAltUS. 
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No. 327. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marques! of SatMury.-(Receieed December 21.) 

(No. 1010.) p era> December ID, 1890. 

nml sioitenco of Amk Eflcnili Oiindjm , « Sultan, advising tlmt 

instant the Conned of Ministers addremight endanger his life. 

Apik he released on the ground that I' 1 ' tllis advice, and Apik Effcndi was 

The Sultan gave orders in 00001 x 10110011110 tins aui'w, 1 

released on the following day. j have &c 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 328. 

Sir P. Currie to the Morgues, of SolMurg.-(.l(ecemd December 21.) 

(No. 1051.) Constantinople, December 15,1896. 

it should be commuted. , hayc &c 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc 1 in No. 328. 

Memorandum from the Sublime Porte. 

LE Ddpartement Imperial de la Justice, inter,.ehd i. mopes despoursui.es judiciuires 
iutentdes contve Ic nonund Agop, fils d’Artin, de \ “'V ',.'T, 1 Mn ItiMlritiinnimio cn 

1>l " lAn!rAt'y rcliitif vient d’dtre confirind pur la Cour de Cassation. 


lnclosurc 2 in No. 328. 

Pro-memorid. 

her Majesty’s Embassy feel it their duty to bring the following facts to the notice 
^''-TbetaTenir llishop of Bit.ls, at present lying 

nrnctices would seem to be the victim of n gioundless choree. . 

condemned 1 to HcMu"'ll fur li on. liming incited the Armenians to attack the Mussulmans, 
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the Bishop, accompanied by several Notables, called on the Governor the day before the 
massacre, and drew his attention to the threatening attitude of the Mussulmans. lie then, 
relying on the assurances which the Governor gave him, encouraged his people to open 
their shops on the day of the massacre. Witnesses in whose credibility. Her Majesty's 
Embassy have all confidence attest that the Bishop is entirely innocent of any* complicity 
in seditious movements, and a deplorable effect will be produced abroad unless the sentence 
passed on him on this utterly groundless charge is quashed. 

December 4, 1896. 


No. 329. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 1052.) 

My Lord, ^ ^ Constantinople, December 16, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Er/.eroum respecting the 
activity of the Armenian revolutionary party in that place. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


lnclosurc in No. 329. 


Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 122.) 

®* r > , Erzeroum , December 8, 1896. 

fHE Vali of Erzeroum to-day furnished me with the following particulars as 
to recent manifestations of activity on the part of the Armenian revolutionary party 
in tliis district. 

About ten days ago an encounter took place between a small cavalry patrol and 
a band of twenty-two armed Armenians near the village of Karakillisseh, between 
Pussin and Alashgcrd. One of the Armenians was killed and the rest took to the 
mountains, where the cavalry were unable to follow them. This band is supposed 
to have consisted of some villagers of Pnssin, who had been joined by a few' 
Armenian outlaws from beyond the frontier, and an Armenian informer has come 
forward and communicated to the authorities the names of some of the villagers 
engaged, according to him, in this afTnir, whose arrest is confidently anticipates by 

A few days ago, in consequence of the information obtained from some of the 
prisoners referred to in my preceding despatch (fifteen of whom have been com¬ 
mitted for trial), an Armenian named lloupcn was arrested at one of the gates of 
Erzeroum on his arrival from Erzingian. After he had at first denied his identity 
he was confronted with two of the prisoners, when, according to Raouf Pasha, lie 
admitted tlmt lie was indeed an agitator, but protested that lie was only an agent 
of the “Armenist” Society, whose object was merely to draw the attention of 
Europe to the sufferings of the Armenians, and that lie did not belong to any active 
revolutionary organization. However, the Vali declares that the authorities are in 
possession of important evidence showing that lie is really a dangerous revolutionary, 
and his Excellency seems to be much elated at his capture. 

My own impression is that, although the Armenian population in general 
remains in a state of passive disaffection, as a natural result of long-standing 
misgovernment and recent persecution, there is very little active sympathy with the 
few revolutionary agents who from time to time obtain a footing here. The fact 
that such persons do exist no doubt justifies the maintenance of severe repressive 
measures, and one can only applaud the Vali’s vigilance and activity in following 
them up. But an impartial observer can rarely feel fully satisfied of the justice of 
the convictions which are so readily obtained, in view of the tainted character of the 
c. idcnce which is usually forthcoming, and of the manifest bias of the Courts of 
Justice, while the effect of the frequent miscarriages of justice on the Armenians at 
LODlj 4 G 
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lttl .„e is only to keep the spirit of .lisaHeclion alive a..<l make them inclined to 
regard all political prisoners alike as martyrs and Mchms. ^^ ^ 

(Signed) It- AV. GRAVES. 


No. 330. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 1066.) Constantinople, December 17, 1890. 

y I HAVE the honour to report that the following appointments of Mnavins to 
Valis appeared in the Turkish “ Official Gasetto 

Adriano pie .—Toiloraki Effcndl, Member of the Council of State. 

Sines.—Ildadis Effondi, ox-Consul at New York. 

Ueirout. —Dimitrakopoulo Effondi, Director of the^Hegio ntAngtin. 

(Signed) 1 " 0 ’' PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 331. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury— (Received December 21.) 

At’cl^ri* ^ Constantinople, December 7, 189(1. 

3 WITH reference to my despatch No. 1025 of the Dili December on the .question 
of the emigration of Armenian orphans into foreign countries, and of the estabbslimenl 
of orphanages at various places within the Ottoman Empire, I have thei hi 
inform you that, at a meeting or the Ambassadors, all my colleagues agreed to urgo 
the Turkish Government to give facilities for those charitable works, and tu grant 
permission, on the application of a Consulate, for the departure from the countiy ot 

such orphans^, ^ i„.half, spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject, 
mill urged his Excellency to submit the question to the Council ot Ministers. 

I have, Sc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 332. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

Mv Lord^ St. Petersburyb, December It, 1899. 

1 HAD the honour of reporting to your Lordship by telegraph that >1. do Nclidoff 

left for Constantinople to-day to resume his official duties. . 

He called on rile yesterday, on his return from Isarskoc Solo, and said that the 
Emperor had told him to mini the Sultan very seriously that if he did not agree to 
such reforms us the Ambassadors recommended, recourse to eoercivo measures would be 

inevitable.^ ^ ^ gultau lllnt if llL . tamneied in any way with the prosent 

A,'moment respecting the Public Debt, or appropriated any of the revenue allotted to 
i he foreign bondholders, the Powers would be obliged to fall back upon the proposal 
contained in the 18th Protocol of the Congress of Berlin, and appoint an International 
Financial Commission for the supervision of at least a considerable part of the rovenuo 

In talking to the German Ambassador respecting this latter point, Jl. dc Xclidull 
•liJ that tile scheme would only extend to a portion of the public revenue, and that it 
would lie of a temjiorary nature, but he thought the language he was instructed to 
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hold to the Sultan would liavn a good effect, and remove any hope His Majesty still 
entertained of a complete want of harmony between the Powers. 

M. do Ndlidoff said that he would stay a couple of days at Vienna, and hoped to 
reach Constantinople within a week. 

I have, Sc. 

(Signed) X. R-. O’CONOR. 


No. 333. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.- (Received December 21.) 

Mv 'Lard ^ Constantinople, December 17,1890. 

■ j HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copies of despatches 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus and the Acting 
Consul-General at Uevrout respecting the Druse prisoners. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CTJUllIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 333. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. t8.) Damascus, December 1,1S9C. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 47 of the 14th instant, I have the honour 
to report for your Excellency’s information, that, including the 250 Druses whom I 
reported as being sent into exile, 1,000 prisoners in all have been sent lrom here, 
50 women being of the number. Their destinations arc 1 ripoli of Barbary, koma, 
and Kaisarieh. Any women who desire to follow their husbands arc permitted to 

Many*Druses have been murdered in cold blood in the villages bv the Turkish 
soldiery and by the Bedouins, These acts were not, it ta said, done by order ol the 
Mushir, but he must have connived at them. . 

There is still a large number of Druses in the Lcdja who wisely refuse to 
surrender. 

The Commission is engaged in making the census. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. C. A. EYRES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 333. 

Acliny Consul-General Jones to Sir P. Currie. 

^ ^ licirout, December 5, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report that 190 Druse prisoners taken in the recent 
campaign in the Hainan were shipped on the 27th ultimo on board a vessel bound 
for Ismidt, the exiles being in most cases accompanied by their wives. 

It is reported that a further contingent ot Druse prisoners is expected idiortly 
from Damascus for shipment to another port, the object being to disperse the exiles 
in different provinces of the Empire. 

i have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. FRANCIS JONES. 












No. 33 k 


Sir K . O'Conor lo (he Miners of Salisbury.—{Received December 21.) 

(No. 280.) Sl Petersburg!), December 10,1620. 

•' fsAV M. Cliichkinc this afternoon, and read to Wm your 

itPle'-Sll toTarV'tl.c Sultan that coercive m*s Us Itapfoietly 
hr refused the recommendations ot ^fw^he’attended by the most serious 
understand that these measures uould pi * , xmiqi'niT had said to me a 

consequences. In fact, M. Chichkine co^ t“ instant, 

lew days ago) as reported to your Lordship m myucspmcn . ^ 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


No. 385. 

Sir F. Lnscclles lo ll>e MarqutSs of Salisbury.-{Received December 21.) 

(No. 388. Confidential.) jj eri ;„, December 18,1890. 

My COTINT MONTEBELLO, the French Ambassador at St. Petershurgh, who 

^^'^^h^^n.md'^subseiqueid.ttir^.^b’Conorr^tidcretanirthat 0 tko^Ru&dim 

'm'iV’ tie’s om,o hioflTt tptl woMd P^vetits acceptance, be gave out that 

rSStsfers k J3?>r5£sr£ 

I’hese va^us atatemcnU mUd^ tad Your Lordship's 

a SBfrrtS! 

acfinitis olj 1 1 ■ 1 , , it something analogous to it, would ailord the best 

Montchelh)tdl b red that E « irc , vcrc to be kept upon its legs it 

ts ahsol.it.dv necessary that it should he able to find money, without which it 
'll i in n *iM ililt* not onlv to inlvoilucc reforms, but even to carrj on the Adininis- 
would be impossible not * h h prcscnco of a Russian on the Commission 

I,?’ he'i.eb rJrS to ™able Turkey to raise a loan, but as 

the ltus'sian'uovermueut objected to this, it would now he necessary to devise some 

other plan. c t MonuWlo for th e information he bad given me, and observed 
, ia Sthat your Lordship had reserved to tier Majesty's Government the right 
“n rahaing tho°qucstioii of coercion, if it "necossarytodo so, was a proof 
1 1 i voll no t consider that your proposals bad been lull) accepted. 

Cut ofTim“™eventcd me from prolonging this conversation, which produced 
i ti .mi rm.vmn Hint Count Montebello regarded tlio question almost 
view of the Fronoh bondholders, and did not pay sufficient 
attcution to political considerations. ^ 

(Signed) U ' ’ PRANK C. LA8CELLES. 
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No. 336. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Milbanke. 

(No. ICO.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 21,1896. 

THE Austro-Hungarian Ambassador called at the Foreign Offico to-day, and 
stated that he was instructed to inform me that bis Government agreed in principle to 
the proposals made in my despatch No. 323 of the 20th October to Sir E. Monson for 
joint action of the Powers, with a view to remedy the threatening state of affairs in 
Turkey. 

Count Deym reminded me that Count Goluchowski had always been of opinion 
that joint action by the Powers at Constantinople was the only method of averting the 
dangers which threatened the Ottoman Empire, and consequently the peace of Europe, 
in consequence of the disorder prevailing in the internal administration of Turkey. 

Count Goluchowski had also always been of opinion that the Ambassadors of the 
Powere at Constantinople should ho instructed to consult together upon the measures 
of reform which they considered best adapted to bring about a normal state of things 
in the Ottoman Empire. They should report the result of their deliberations to their 
respective Governments, wlio should then, by collective pressure, induce the Porte, in 
its own interest, to carry out these measures of reform. 

Count Goluchowski had great pleasure in signifying his complete concurrence in 
my view that, as a preliminary to any joint representations which the Powers might 
decide to make to the Porte for the improvement of tho Turkish Administration, they 
should ho agreed in principle to insist firmly on the execution of the reforms pro¬ 
posed, and even, if necessary, to make use of all the means of pressure which were at 
their disposal. 

As to the details of the measures to ho adopted, Count Goluchowski considered 
that they might ho discussed at a later period. But it appeared to him indispensable 
that, when submitting to the Sultan the proposals which they consider necessary for 
the preservation of his Empire, the Powers should liavo determined conjointly to 
enforce their decision. 

The Austro-Hungarian Government were convinced that there was no prospect of 
any action of tho Powers being successful that did not proceed on this basis, and Count 
Goluchowski was of opinion that, without an agreement in principle as lo the eventual 
employment of coercion in case of need, all attempts to improve the existing state of 
Turkey would fail. He would hesitate to join in collective representations which 

f rohably would not attain their object, aud which might weaken the authority of the 
owers. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 337. 

Antho/mulo Paslia lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 22.) 

L’AMBASSADUUR do Turquie prdaento ses compliments ii sit Seignourie lo 
Marquis do Salisbury, et a riionnour do lui commiiniquor, couimo suite ii ses 
prdeedentes notes, les rcnseigneincnts suivnuts rolatifs mix rdformes executes en 
Anatolie 

Vilayet lie Mumourel-uUAziz .—Dos agents do police ct receveurs do finances 
Chretiens out dtd nomrnds proportiunnullomout aux ebiffres des populations Musulmane 
et non-Musulnmne. Us sont ditji'i eutrds dans l’exercico do lours fonctions. Bos 
soixante-douze C lire lions qui doiveut, d’aprts les dispositions do l’Articlo 2 du plan, 
litre nomrnds it des postes administrates, los trente-buit sont ddjit en fonctions et les 
mitres lo scront mi fur et ii mesiirc des vnemices. Soixante-douze gendarmes 
Chretiens ont 6te ddjit reunites et 1’ongagoment continue. Les districts du vilayet out 
dtd divisds en soixante-quatre nahids oiiies dlections out ddjii communed. 

Vilayet tie Jlillis. —Des Mona vies Chretiens out dto iiommds uupri's des Moudirs des 
Nahids do I layout, Bettol, Ziret, Aktehan, Siz, ct Redvan eonformdmont mix disposi- 

i n 
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,• , 1 ,. VArticle 8 du plan dc rdformcs. Vingt-scpt gendarmes Chvdtiens ont 

“''1; £It tre.^to 1 gardes ehampMm non-Musulmans d&ignds. Un rcceyeur 
Sn^ &n^^edgalcmeSt nommC, le ohiffra requis sc tronvc comply. 
Ambatsade Imptriulc de Turquie, Londres, 
le 21 Decembrc, 1890. 


No. 838. 


No. 339. 

Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received December 22.) 

INo 50. Secret and Confidential.) p ar ; s> December 22,1896,12110 r.si. 

( WITH n-ferenee to telegram No. 110 from Her Majesty's Cl.argd d'AflUr™ at 

allowing liis views to he influenced uy Ins German colleague. 

1 have repeated this telegram to Vienna. 


No. 310. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—Deceived December 22.) 

;^ u ,' ‘192.) Constantinople, December 22,1890, 0 l'.M. 

( All‘ArLenians condemned for political offences are to bo rel^l. the Xrad^or 
the amnesty having licen issued to-day. Exception is mado of tlioso condemne d to 
death. These, who amount to cighty-four in number, will he imprisoned in a fortress 

and ^'wtlis, together with another Bishop, will ho temporarily sont to 

Jerusalem. 


No. 311. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 23.) 

MvV'.n’r 0 Constantinople, December 17, 1896. 

WITH reforenco to my despatch No. 1000 of the 2nd December, inclosing a 
report received from Mr. Vice-Consul Fontana respecting the massacre at lighin, 1 
liave the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a pro-memond nhtch 1 
have presented to the Sublime Forte on the subject. 

‘ I have, &c. 

(Signed) l'UILIP CURRIE. 
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luclosuro in No. 311. 


Pro-memorid. 


LA Sublimo Porte n’ignore sans (loutc pas les details du massacre survenu it 
Eghiu pendant lo mois de Septembrc ecoule. D’apr6s les renseignements digues do 
foi qu’a pn recucillir l’Ambassadour do Sa Majesty liakki Eliendi Erkki /ado, 
faisant functions do Caimacan h. Eghin, nurait joue dans ces tristes dvencments un 
r61c important. O’est lui qui dix jours avant le massacre a fait appolcr plusicurs des 
Notables Armdniens et les a somrads dc livrer dcs prdteudus rdvolutionnaires qui, scion 
lo Caimacan sc trouvaient h. Eghin. Ccux-ci ont rdpondu qu’ils ignoraient la 
presence de ces rdvolutionnaires. Quelques jours plus tard la Municipalitc a fait tairo 
par dcs ouvriors Chretiens une ccntainc dc liacbcs on prdtendant quo lo service dcs 
pompiers on avait besoin. Lc It Scptcmbrc un grand nombre de Kurdcs cst amv6 
dans les faubourgs d’Egliin et lc Caimacan ad interim, accompagnd du Colonel, s cat 
rendu a leur rencontre. Le 15 les individus sc sont livrds t\ l’assaut. dc la 'die. 
Le massacre a dure jusqu’au 17 Septombrc, et ebaquo soil* la listo dcs victimes etait 
remise au Gouvcrnement qui nlors faisait rechcrcher lc lendemain ceux dont les noms 


no s’y trouvaient pas. , , , . . 

Les Armdniens n’ont doimd aucuuo provocation pour ces evoiicmcnts, dont la 
rcsponsnbilitd pdso sur les quatre personnes suivantes: Hakki Bey, lo Caimacan ad 
interim; lc Colonel, Kara Bey; le Claire, et Scblik Zadd Hafiz EtTendi, membro 
du Conseil Exdcutil*. II est dtabli clTectivcmont— t 

1. Quo ces individus so sont concertos avee les chefs Kurdcs avant 1 attaque. 

2. Quo les baches dont on s’est servi pour fracturcr les portes ont dtd fournies par 

la Municipals. , , . ,, «..., . 

3. Qu'nn tdldgrammo envovd par les autoritds locales jettant la responsaoilito du 
massacre sur les Armdniens a*dtd publid clans dcs journaux dtmngcrs pendant quo 
le massacre continuait encore; ce fait prouve quo le tdldgrammo a dtd onvoye avant lo 
commencement du massacre et les assertions qu’il conticnt sont denudes de tout 
foudement. 

4. Plusicurs Armdniens qui ont pu debapper au meurtro ont dtd ensuite appcles 


par lo Procurcur qui les a foreds do signer une fausse declaration accusant quolques 
Notables Armdniens qui avnient peri dans lc massacre, d’avoir pris part it des mcnees 
sdditieuscs. „ .,. _ „. . . . 

En vuo do cctte attitude du Caimacan ad interim, liakki Bey, 1 Ambassadcur de 
Sa Mnjcstd croit devoir protester contro l’emploi dc co fonctionnaire dans aucun poste 
oineiel, et exprime cn mdme temps l’cspoir qu’il rccovra le ch&timent qu’il merite. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 23.) 

(No. 493. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 23, 1890, 11*25 a.m. 

A MEETING of Ambassadors was held yesterday to discuss questions of Turkish 
reform, and M. de Ndlidow proposed that wo should insist on the execution of reforms 
in the European provinces according to the “ Law lor the European provinces” 
elaborated in 1880 by International Commission. lie proposed (hat the execution of 
this Law should be supervised by a European Commission. Subsequently, a similar 
Commission, be said, might be sent to Anatolia to superintend the execution ol the 
1895 reform scheme. 

During the discussion which followed, the reform of the Tribunals, the finance, 
the police, and control over the appointment* of officials were among tho points 
mentioned as urgently needed, and the Austrian Ambassador gavo it as bis opinion 
bat reform was more necessary in tho capital than in tho provinces; but M. do 
Xelidow said bo thought wo should do better in taking up one thing at a time: first, 
press the question of reform in the European provinces, and then tho other poiuts 
could bo dealt with in order. 

llis object appears to be to get the Macedonian question settled, keeping bis 
bands free as to any ulterior measures; consequently, when I said that l was ready to 
discuss his proposal, but it must bo understood that it would only form one of tho 









TOlin „ which wo should discuss, and that wc should also lay before our Governments a 
general view of the situation and the measures necessary to ameliorate it, lie did not 
cnniii pleased wit 1 1 my observations. i 

l Camhon offered no remarks on the proposal, and the Austrian, German, and 
Italian Ambassadors, while expressing no decided opinion, were inclined to favoui my 

'| think M. dc Nelidow’s proposal is good as far as it goes, hut if our object is to 
prevent the repetition of atrocities and to restrain the arbitrary power of the feultan, 
more far-reaching measures will bo necessary. „ . 

I hear from' Turkish sources that M. dc Xdlidows language to the Sn au was not 
so severe as ho had given us to understand, and that, since the audience, Uis Majesty 
lias been quite reassured. 


No. 313. 

Sir />. Came lu the Marquees of Salisbury.-^(.Hemmed December 23.) 

(TelcL’ninliic ) 1 Coiislimlino/i/e, December 23,1890, 12'lu r.M. 

1 AT Ambassadors' meeting yesterday the Italian Ambassador read Ins i.istruetions, 
which were much the same as those of M. de Ncli.b.w, with the addition that the est 
wav to render coercion unnecessary would bo to let tile bultan know beforehand that 
tile I’oweis did not exclude the possibility of its employment. _ 

M. Camhon also communicated the following instructions from Ins Gov 

" You should insist on the execution not only of the reforms promised you by the 
Sultan, hut of such others as may lie necessary, provided the three following conditions 
are observed:— . 

“1. That the Ottoman Empire is maintained. . . 

“2. That no Resolution is adopted tendiug to establish a condominium. 

•* 3. That isolated action is avoided. ... . 

“In ease the Sultan should refuse his consent, the means ol coercion will be 
examined.” 

I read my instructions. 

It was agreed that our deliberations should lie kept, secret. 

AYe meet again to-morrow. 


No. 8U. 

Sir V . Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Deceived December 23.) 

(Teleffranhle 1 V Constantinople, December 23, 1880,11 A.U. 

1 III I- anmestv to which 1 referred in my telegram No. 482 was published to-day. 
Armenians under' sentence of death will not benefit by it, nor will “ instigators of 
sedition.” The latter are said to tic about twenty m number. It includes, however, 
Slahommcdans who lmvo been imprisoned for participation m tlio disturbances, that is 
to say, the 200 prisoners who, according to the note eerbak of the Sublime lortc of the 
Olh September, were to be punished with all the rigour of the law. 


No. 3-15. 

Mr. Milbunke to Ike Marquees of Salisbury —(Received December 23.) 

(No. 117. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. ,7| "' nn ' December 23,1890. 

COUNT GOLUCHOWSKI has not derived any encouragement from the 
proceedings at the first two meetings of the Ambassadors, and appears to agree with 
Sir 1\ ( nine’s opinion that there are mneb more pressing matters than the subject 01 
tin* Russian Ambassador's proposal at the second sitting, and that tho latter should 
n<,t he discussed to the exclusion of the former. 


The present vague deliberations of tho Ambassadors inspire his Excellency with 
but little confidence, owing to their want of any real basis. 

Without some definite points being settled to form the basis of discussion, he 
feels that little or nothing will 1x3 obtained. Your Lordship's Circular of the 
20th Ootobcr left his Excellency under the impression that you would bring forward 
some distinct proposals for reforms in Turkey. 

The prospect, as matters stand at present, appeal’s to have greatly discouraged 
his Excellency. 


No. 346. 

Huron de Courcel to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 24.) 

M. lc Marquis, Ambassade de France, Londrea, It 23 DJcembre, 1896. 

A LA suite dc ma conversation d'avant-hicr nvee votre Seigncurie, je crois utile 
de vous a dresser, ei-aprAs, un resumd des instructions qui out 6t<$ transmises, le 15 de 
cc mois, u l’Ambassadeur de France A Constantinople, et qui ont fait l’objet de notre 
entrotieu. Elies avaient fait deju, comine vous le savez, Tobjet d’une conversation que 
M. Uanotaux a eue, le 16 Leccmbre, nvec Sir Edmund Monson. 

M. Camhon a 6t6 invite A sc concertor avec scs collAgues afiu d’assurer la realisa¬ 
tion prompto ot complete des r^formes promises ct necessaires. 11 a dt<$ present 
notamment A l’Ambassadour de France de tenir au Sultau le laugage qui, do commun 
accord entre ses collogues et lui, sera jug6 lc plus propre A donner a Sa Alajestd le 
sentiment exact des graves consequences auxquelles clle s’cxposemit si elle ne tenait 
pas compte du voeu uuanime des Puissances ct si elle rendait ainsi inevitable ime 
intervention de Y Europe. 

M. Uanotaux a expressement indiqud A M. Gambon que, dans l’opiniou du 
Gouvcrnemcnt Frau<;ais, la condition pr&ilable de l’action commune des Puissances 
etait une entente sur les trois points suivants: — 

1. L’intcgrite de l’Empirc Ottoman sera maintenuc. 

2. 11 n’y aura d’actiou isoldo sur aucun point. 

3. II ne sera pas etabli do condominium. 

Lc Gouvcrnemcnt Frangais est, on outre, d’avis que les reformes devront 
s’appliquor, sans distinction dc race ni de religion, A toutes les populations de l’Empire 
Ottoman. 

Pour ce qui concerno la question des mcsurcs do coercition, lc Gouvornemcnt 
Eranyais ne se refusorait pas A les examiner, le moment venu, si les Puissances dtaicut 
unanimes A en roconnattre la necessity absoluc. 

Tel est, M. le Marquis, ainsi quo j’ni ou l’liounour do vous le faire connaltro de 
vivo voix, lo sens exact des instructions dout est muni rAmhassadeur de France A 
Constantinople. .1 'ni constatd avec satisfaction, d’aprAs co que vous avoz bien voulu 
mo dire, quo notro accord etait complct sur tous les points vises dans cos instructions. 
Je serais trAs rceonuaissaut A votre Seigncurie dc vouloir bien confirmer mon impression 
A cet egard, si elle considAre qu’elle soil justifiAe. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(SignA) ALPH. DE COURCEL. 


No. 317. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 118. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, December 24, 1896. 

WITH roferoncc to your Lordship’s telegram No. 199, Count Goluchowski told 
me yesterday, in reply to my inquiry, tint as there wore at the present moment no 
definite proposals on which to baso further instructions to Baron Calico, he saw no 
object in sending any. 










SCO 


No. 348. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir E. Monson. 

(Ts *. 533.) Foreign Office, December 24,1898. 

T1IE French Ambassador called at the Foreign Office on the 18th instant, and 
was received in my absence by Sir Thomas Sanderson. . 

Huron de Courccl stated that M. Hanotaux had sent instructions to the French 
Ambassador at Constantinople for his guidance in the discussions winch were to take 
place between the Ambassadors at that capital respecting the measures ot reform to Do 
proposed to the Sultan. . . . 

M. Cambon was directed to join with his colleagues m impressing upon the Sultan 
the importance of acceding to the recommendations which might be made by the 
Powers, and the serious consequences which would result from a contrary course. 

In discussing the measures to be recommended, M. Cambon was instructed to 
bear in mind three points to which the French Government attached special nnpoi- 
tance. These wore (1) the maintenance ot' the integrity of the Ottoman Empire; 
(2) that there should be no isolated action by any one Power; and (3) that there 
should bo no condominium. , ,, , ,, . 

The French Government were of opinion that the reforms should be applicable to 
all the populations subject to the Sultan without distinction of race or creed. 

These instructions were read to me by Baron dc Courccl on the 21st instant, and 
received my general concurrence; and lie stated to me that they had also been read to 
vour Excellency by M. Hanotaux, and that, in reply to an inquiry made by you, 
M. Hanotaux had’further stated that the French Government would not refuse to 
examine the methods of coercion to be omployed with a view to obtain the reform of 
the Administration of Turkey, if all the Powers were agreed that resort to such 
measures was absolutely indispensable. 

1 am, &c. 

(Sigued) SALISBURY. 


No. 319. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December *25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P^ Constantinople, December 25, 1898,12*35 p.m. 

BARON CALICE pointed out, at a meeting of Ambassadors yesterday, the 
following objections to the execution of the Haw of 1880, as proposed by M. de 
Ndlidow:— . 

1. It might load to a rising of the Balkan populations. 

2. It would tend to the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire. 

3. It could not he carried out without local coercion, which would cause disturb¬ 

ances in the neighbourhood of Austria. He wished to have time to examine the 
question from all points of view before ho discussed it. ... 

1 urged that if a European Commission were sent to Macedonia, the simultaneous 
appointment of one for Anatolia was essential. 

The Ambassadors generally considered that questions affecting the Central 
Government should be discussed before those which only concerned the provincial 
Administration. , „ . .. 

The French and Russian Ambassadors, after some discussion, agreed on the 
proposal of the former that our next meeting should have a more formal character, 
and that a list of existing abuses should he drawn up which should be considered in 
turn, and for which remedies should be sought. 

[For remainder of telegram sec despatch No. 8 of the 0th January, 1807.] 
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No. 350. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 25.) 

(No. m.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 25, 1890, 12*15 P.M. 

THE Russian Ambassador has presented a pro-memorid to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, in which ho states in the most categorical manner and in tho name of the 
Emperor that, if the Sultan docs not give immediate effect to the friendly recommen¬ 
dations which may bo made to him in his own interests for the maintenance of order 
and for the improvement of the Administration in Turkey, and for securing to Europe 
the blessings of peace, ho will expose himself to tho gravest dangers, even to the risk 
of foreign intervention. 


No. 351. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 398.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 189G. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 1051 of tho 15th instant 
relative to the sentence of death passed on the Bishop of Bitlis. 

L approve the terms of tho pro-memoriu which you addressed to the Forte on tho 
subject on tho 4th instant. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 362. 

Sir P. Currie tu the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 500.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 27, 1890, 12 35 p.m. 

MY refusal to receive a message from the Sultan’s First Secretary resulted in a 
visit yesterday evening from Tewlik Pasha, who brought a message from His 
Majesty as to the various measures of reform which had been taken during the last 
few days. 

He was instructed by tho Sultan to tell me that nis Majesty now recognized that 
England was his best friend, and intended in future implicitly to follow my advice. I 
replied that Her Majesty’s Government were now acting in complete accord with tho 
other Powers; that i could not separate myself from my colleagues; and I was there¬ 
fore unable to offer Ilis Majesty any advice. 

Izzct Boy made a similar communication to the French Ambassador on tho previous 
day, and offered that the Sultan, in return for tho good offices of France, would bo 
entirely guided by the advice of the French Embassy. 


No. 353. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 501. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 27, 1896, 12*35 p.m. 

YESTERDAY there was a meeting of Ambassadors. As agreed, wo had each 
prepared a list of the most crying evils. All concurred, with some variation in points 
of detail, in considering the interference of the Palace as the worst feature of tho 
situation. We shall enter on the consideration of the remedies to ho proposed on 
Tuesday next. In tho meanwhile, tho Austrian and Italian Ambassadors have 
undertaken to prepare a Memorandum embodying all the points mentioned at tho 

meeting. 















No. 351. 


Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 111). Most Confidential.) 

tTe! nnliic . j, Vienna, December 27. 1899. 

' f AM informal by Count Golucbcnvski that M. NiSlidoiv’s present intention is to 
allow his proposal, based on the law of 1380, to drop. In anv case, this proposal 
would always require serious consideration, and can lie judged better by Baron Calice 
on the snot than hv Count Goluchowski himself. ... 

Great stress is laid by bis Excellency on the necessity of observing secrecy by 
which a great impression has already been created at Yililiz; the proposed breaking 
oir of irregular communications with the Sultan will, in lus opinion also have a good 
result, though, as long as the present .Ministry is in power, little can lie expected. 

\s regards the categorical language used by the Russian Ambassador to tho 
Sultan, Count Goluchowski told M. Xdlidow, when lie saw him not long ago, that 
while gratified at the tenor of his Excellency's instructions, it must be remembered 
that such language must ho liolcl not by Russia alone, but by all the Powers, an 
observation with which M. Nelidow did not appear altogether pleased. 


No. 355. 

Mr. MHimnke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. tot. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord Vienna, December 19, 1890. 

' if. DE N1?LT DOW'S short visit to Vienna, where ho only remained two days 
before continuing his journey to Constantinoplo, gave rise, as was only to lie expected, 
to all kinds of speculations in the public press, but, as iar as I have been able to 
ascertain in the course of a conversation which I linil two days ago with Count 
Goluchowski, the Ambassador was not charged with any particular message to tho 
Austrian Government, and indeed bis Excellency seems to have elicited but little 
additional information in regard to the intentions of the Russian Government 
respecting tho action to be taken by tho Powers at Constantinople. 

M. do Ndlidow, Count Goluchowski informed me, was returning to Constantinople 
with instructions to speak very seriously to the Sultan upon the consequences to 
which 11 is Majesty would expose himself by continuing to disregard tile wishes of the 
Powers, lmt beyond the authority to concert with the other Ambassadors, he did not. 
appear to have received any special instructions. His Excellency went on to say that 
he lmd explained to the Ambassador bis own point of view in the same terms as Count 
Dcym bad been instructed to speak to your Lordship ; and he added that be presumed 
your Lordship was waiting to receive replies Ivom all the Powers to the Circular of 
the 20tli October before formulating more precisely the reforms which it was intended 
to discuss at Constantinople. . . .. . .. *141 

In the further course of our conversation, Count Goluchowski told mo that lie 
had noted with satisfaction that M. de Nelidow seemed fully to realize that it was as 
impossible for Russia to act without tho other Powers as it was for the Powers to do 
so without Russia, thus showing that too much credit, should not be given to recent 
articles of the press of St. Petersburg!! which bad advocated independent action of 
Russia, and which evidently produced considerable impression here, as the semi- 
ofticiul journals at Vienna and Pcsth have latterly been at pains to minimize tho 
power of Russian influence in Turkey, and have laid stress on the point that no 
arrangement that may bo come to would be effectual without the support and consent 
of the Austro-Hungarian Government. 

M. de Nelidow has, as your Lordship is aware, never been very favourably 
judged in this country, and once certainly, if not twice, objections were made by the 
Imperial Government to lus appointment as Russian Ambassador at the Court ot 

On tho present occasion, I understand that his Excellency has not produced an 
unfavourable impression, but although Count Goluchowski told me that he bad 
expressed bis satisfaction to the Ambassador at the now departure of the Cabinet of 
{St. Petersburg!! in recognizing in principle the necessity of the eventual employment 


of material pressure at Constantinople, it is very evident to me that but little reliance 
is placed here in the assurances of the Russian Government, and that there is but a 
faint hope that the coming negotiations will be attended with any successful results. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 350. 

Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 405. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Vienna, December 21, 1S9G. 

IN tho course of my conversation with Count Goluchowski, reported in my 
despatch No. 404, Confidential, of the 19th instant, I alluded to reports which bad 
appeared in the public journals, to the effect that some arrangement bad after all been 
come to between the Governments of Russia and France on the subject of the intro¬ 
duction of financial reforms in Turkey. 

nis Excellency replied that, so far as he knew, these reports were devoid of 
foundation, and went on to remark that the position of Russia in regard to tho 
financial question was one of considerable difficulty, for while the Russian Govern¬ 
ment were opposed to any real control over the financial administration of Turkey, 
and had no bondholders whose interests it-was necessary to defend, it was, on the 
other hand, difficult for them altogether to disregard the wishes of the French, whose 
financial interests at Constantinople were of such magnitude. 

For himself, Count Goluchowski continued, he considered the financial question 
as one of tho first importance, as without some regulation of the finances of Turkey 
no real amelioration in the general administration could bo expected; hut by reforms 
in the question of finance he meant a thorough settlement of tho financial posit ion of 
the Ottoman Empire, and not an arrangement the object of which would be merely to 
servo the interests of foreign bondholders. 

His Excellency concluded by saying that bo bad beard there was an idea of 
reverting to a proposal made by Count Corti at the Congress of Berlin, to the effect 
that a Commissioner should be appointed by each of the Great Powers at Constantinople 
to safeguard tho interests of holders of Turkish bonds. These duties were, however, 
now performed hv the Public l)ebt Commission, and lie therefore failed to sec what 
advantage would bo gained by the appointment of official Commissioners to act in the 
place of, or in addition to, the representatives of tlio bondholders. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 357. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1065.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 21,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Mr. Terrell, United States’ Minister in Constantinople, 
expressing his appreciation of Mr. Fontana’s services to naturalized American 
citizens at Kharput. I have also transmitted a copy to Mr. Fontana. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro in No. 357. 

Mr. Terrell to Sir P. Cuirie. 

Sir, ^ ^ ^ United States' Legation, December 17, 1896. 

I DESIRE to express to you my high appreciation of the services rendered to 
naturalized American citizens and their kindred at Klmrput by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul Fontana. 

[091] 










IT is readiness to afford all needful aid to native Americans at Klmrput, lias been 
referred to by the Rev. H. N. Barimin, and for this also he is entitled to my 

llWI1 Indue time Consul Fontana will he informed through your Excellency of the 
liigli estimate placed on Mr. Fontana’s courtesy by the United States Secretary or 

' I avail, Ac. 

(Signed) A. W. TERRELL. 


No. :J3S. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.- -{Rrrricctl December ’IS.) 

My'riviI^ Constantinople, December 21,1890. 

’ ’ WITH reference to my despatch No. ’,012 of the 3rd December I have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy o[ a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Angora reporting on the Military Aid fund 
anil the Reform Committee in that town. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. I!58. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 120.1 

§j r Angora, December 10, IsOO. 

wITU reference to my despatch No. 110 of the 29th ultimo, reporting the forma¬ 
tion here of two Commissions: one for the supervision of the execution of reforms 
and the other for the collecting of subscriptions in aid or the Military Fund, I 
have the honour to inform your Excellency that the religious Heads or the 
Armetio.Catholic, Armcno-Proteslant, and Greek communities here have undertaken 
to superintend the raising of a subscription for the purpose above indicated, each 
among the members of his own Hock. They were summoned, it seems, to the 
Government House, and informed by the Muni in—the Yali being absent through 
illness—that the Christians arc in nowise obliged to contribute to this fund, but 
ihcv replied that they considered it to he their duty to do so, and to persuade all 
those who looked to them for guidance to follow their example. For their conduct 
in this matter the Bishops have been thanked by the Yali on the behalf of Mahmoud 
Jclalcddin Pasha, the President of the Central Committee. 

I am given to understand, however, that the sums which they expect to raise 
are of modest dimensions, C T. 13(1 being put down as the maximum amount to be 
contributed by the Armcno-Catholics (by far the most numerous and the most wealthy 
Christian eoinmunilv here), C T. Hit) by the Greeks, and still less (no figures 
obtainable so far) by the Armenians and Armeno-Protestanls who are in a very 
considerable minority in comparison with the other two. 

It would appear, moreover, that nianv |iersoiis object to their Bishop dictating 
to them how much they should give in a cause which they cannot by any possibility 
be expected lo have at heart. Even among tiie Moslems, who are ohliged lo 
subscribe, a lixed sum being demanded of each according to his means, there is not 
a little grumbling as to the injustice of the whole thing. 

A i regards the Reform Committee, it does not appear that any action has been 
taken so far, but I hear that they have received several applications from Christians 
desirous ol finding employment in the lower branches of the civil administration, 
none of whom have, 1 believe, been successful as yet. 

I am sorry to sav that the applicants would appear to consider the present 
lather as a grand opportunity for filling their pockets at the expense of the public 
than as a first step in a scries of reforms from which so much benefit, both material 
ami moral, is expected to accrue lo a ruined country and its wrotched inhabitants. 
One instance in particular has been brought to my notice in which a Greek doctor, 
who though in the possession of a (relatively speaking) nourishing practice lias 
openly spoken of his intention of applying for the post of Mtiaviii lo a Turkish 
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Mutcssarif, on the ground that however short his tenure of office might be, he 
would have time enough to make a very satisfactory provision for his old age. And 
these arc the men who are to inaugurate reforms I It is a very saddening reflection 
that there are many Christians in this country, who, if they had the same oppor¬ 
tunities, would prove themselves to he ns bad as the most corrupt Turkish 
Administrators under the present regime. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TV. S. RICHARDS. 

P.S.—The Armeno-Protcstant pastor informs me that lie was not summoned to 
the kotiftk by the Muavin at the same time as the other religious Heads. Had he 
been present on that occasion, and, like the others, received the assurance that 
Christians arc not obliged lo contribute to the Military Fund, lie would now, he 
says, on the strength of that statement, refuse to use his influence with the members 
id his community to persuade them to subscribe; but as matters stand, lie is, he 
declares, being carried away by the torrent which he is afraid to resist alone and 
unaided. 

IV. S. R, 


No. 359. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1007.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 21, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a despatch which l 
have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus reporting on the appoint¬ 
ment or a Commission for the supervision of reforms, and the character of its 
members. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 359. 

Consul Eyres to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 51.) 

Sir, Damascus, December 7,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, that a Com¬ 
mission for the execution of reforms has been formed in this vilayet. 

The Commission consists of the Vali (Hassan Pasha), ns President, the Cadi. 
Ihe Deftcrdar, the Mcktubdji, the Commandant of the Gendarmerie, the Mudir of 
Police, the President of the Criminal Court, the President of the Civil Court of First 
Instance, and the President of the Commercial Court. 

The Vali is, as far ns l have been able to learn his character, a fairly honest, 
well-meaning man, but notorious for his lack of intelligence. The Cadi is corrupt 
io a degree, and the Deftcrdar is equally so. The Mektubdji has not yet reached 
Damascus, and is an unknown quantity. The Commandant of the Gendarmerie, 
Khupreo Pasha, is already known lo your Excellency, having formerly been in the 
same post in the Vilayet of Sit us ; lie is totally illiterate and perfectly unscrupulous. 
'I’he Mudir of Police is corrupt anti utterly unprincipled. The President of the 
riminnt Court is also hopelessly corrupt. Tile onlv two men of decent character in 
die Commission, with the exception or the Vali, are the two last, Keizullah Ellemli 
and lliisni Bey, who are honest, straightforward, capable men. 

It is evident, that no good can tie expected to result from a Commission com¬ 
posed of such men as the above, and some of the Turkish officials freely express 
their opinion Hint it is ridiculous lo suppose that, even if carried out, the reforms 
will he anything hut a dead letter. 


I linvo, Se. 

(Signed) II. C. A. EYRES. 
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No. 300. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1068.) Constantinople, December 21,1896. 

y I HAVE the honour to forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’* Consul at Trebir.ond reporting the 
reappointment as Kalnmkam of Mottssa Pasha. ^ l mV c to 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 360. 

Consul Longworlh to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 72.) Trebizond, December 10,1896. 

S "'' IN n,v despatches of last year 1 had frequently occasion U. refer to Moussa 
Pasha, a corrupt and illiterate Circassian, who, through some mfluence at 1 alace, 

° bb 'll^'on$'u!^!^Uh™eUe!^«l^on.Xnr<|'the Vali that he was, in June 

selection of Governors no administrative system, however peifcct, can be conluteu 
on as efficaciously operative. . 

(Signed)’ H. Z. LOXGIVOltTH. 


No. 361. 

Sir P. Currie to ll,e Marquess of Salisbury. -(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1069. Confidential.) Constantinople, December 22, 1890. 

X MTi’ll reference to mv despatch No. 1058 of the 17th instant, 1 have the 

against the late Governor-General ol that piownce. ^ & 

(Signed) PIIILIP CURlilL. 


Inclosurc in No. 361. 

Consul-General Drummond lluy to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 77. Confidential.) Brirou/i December 15. 1896. 

Sir - WITH reference to Mr. Jones'despatch No. 74 or the 7 th instant, reporting 
the rc'idl of Mcssotdd Bey late Govcrnor-General of this vilayet, I have the honour 
to inform your Excellency that he was accuse'1: 

1. Of belonging to the Young Turkey party; 

i w— * 

^*Kj£S2SK3w >' 1 ;T“isir .Sr” 

charges ha-, Lam informed, reported that they are all devoid of foundation. 


reasons 
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Messouhi Bey is undoubtedly a man of liberal views, but there are no 
for questioning his loyalty and fidelity to his Sovereign and Government. 

The number of Gregorian Armenians in Beirout does not exceed 100, and they 
chiefly belong to old resident families. 

In the remainder of this vilayet, south of Lattakia, Armenians are very 

SCar With regard to the introduction of fire-arms, I am convinced that Messouhi 
Bey had no hand whatever in the matter, but he may have been indirectly to blame 
for the brisk contraband in such articles which had assumed important dimensions 
during the past year. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

My Lord, ^ Peru, December 23, 1896. 

I 11AV10 the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an extract from a 
letter I have received from Mr. Gates, an American missionary resident at Kharput, 
and President of the Local Armenian Relief Committee, bearing testimony to the 
value of tile services rendered by Mr. Fontana, in the capacity' of Her Majesty s 
Vice-Consul in that town. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 362. 

The Rev. C. A. Gates to Sir P. Currie. 

(Extract.) Kharput, December 9,1890. 

1 GLADLY avail myself of this opportunity to express to you our appreciation 
of Mr. Fontana’s services. He never hesitates to put himself out, not only for us, 
but for any of the people whom lie can serve, lie thoroughly understands the 
situation of affairs in this vilayet, and, what is more, lie is master of the situa¬ 
tion. I greatly admire the way in which lie works, and the influence which he lias 
obtained over officials here. , _ . 

His coming has been a great help to us, and of great value to the sullcnng 
people. 


No. 363. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

My°Lordf^ Constantinople, December 23, 1896. 

AS fresh discussions are being opened with a view of ascertaining wliat reforms 
can bo profitably introduced in Turkey, the moment seems suitable tor inquiring what 
stops have been taken during tho past year to execute the reforms sanctioned by 
Imperial Iradd on the 17th October, 1895. 

Leaving out of the question the appointment of gardes cliampotrcs, which has 
been entirely neglected, the most important provisions of this schedule of reforms toll 
under tlireo headings : the nomination of Christian officials, tho control of the Kurds, 
and an improved method oi tax collecting. 

As regards the first point, Christian Mouavins (assistants) to \nlis have been 
appointed in all the Armenian vilayets, and in some others, such as Angora, Uoirout, 
and tho European provinces. Thoy have also been named to three out of tho twenty 
Mutessarifs and to four out of the eighty-nine Kaimakuins in tho six Armenian 
vilayets. 

Christian Kaimakams liavo been appointed only at Zeitoun and Iiajjin. As 
f001] **• L 
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regards the police will gendarmerie, a certain number of Christians lmvc been 
appointed, and the local authorities have received instructions to raise the numbors to 
die proportionate amount, financial straits, however, prevent them from paying any 
salary to those new officials, and it is consequently difficult to find candidates. The 
appointment of Christian assistants to Valis appears at first, sight to he an important 
step, but, in practice, measures have been taken to deprive it of all value. tjio 
Mouavins elected scent to he in all eases of little personal energy and low official 
rank AVIicn the Yuli is at his post they are not allowed to take any part lit the 
admininstration ; nnd in order to prevent them from occupying his place when lie is 
absent, a Regulation has been made that the functions of Acting Anti are to bo 
discharged by the person of next highest personal rank, who is generally the Defterdar 
or representative of the Jfinistry of-Finance. ,, 

Xu attempt to execute Article 27 of the Schedule of Reforms, respiting the 
control of the Kurds, seems to have been made except at Mush. Shakir Pasha and 
the Vali of Kharput have expressed the opinion that its execution is impossible. 
Article 28, respecting the Hamblin Cavalry has not fared much bettor. Major 
ltulman reports from Sivas that several privates have been dealt with by the ordinary 
Tribunals, nut otherwise nothing has been done to bring this irregular soldiery under 
the ordinary civil jurisdiction, or to prevent them from carrying arms at all seasons. 

"With regard to the collection of taxeB, it is reported that special officials are 
bcin" appointed in most provinces, and that zaptichs arc no longer employed for this 
purpose, hut, as Mr. ITallward remarks in a despatch which I have had the honour to 
forward to vour Lorclsliip, it does not make much difference to the rural population 
whether the taxes are collected by zaptichs or by ono civilian tax collector attended 

* >y ^Turmn'g'to the less important Articles, it appears that judicial inspectors have 
been appointed (Article 19), hut have done little. Some improvement m prisons 
(Article 25) is reported from Sivas, 1ml in other places want of money is alleged as an 
excuse for inactivity. Commissions for deciding titles to property (Article 29) have 
been instituted in most vilayets with a uniform absence of result. Commissions for 
preliminary judicial inquiry (Article 2(!) have been formed in some places, lmt the 
authorities seem ill doubt as to their functions, nnd they havo ended by performing 
none. Little has been done to form Naliffis (Article 7 10), Councils of Cnzas and 
Sandiaks (Article 0), and Councils of Ancients (Article 17-18), and it is maintained 
with some plausibility that in the present disturbed condition of the country the 
introduction of a complex system of local government is impracticable. 

As 1 had the honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch No. 000, of the 
Kith November, most of these reforms, excepting those referring to the llaimdie 
Cavalrv nnd the gardes clmmpetres have been recently extended to all vilayets of the 
Empire in order that no special privileges might seem to he given to Armenians. 
Mr. Blunt in his despatch No. 113 has reported to your Lordship how they are 
executed ill Macedonia. „ 

In a word, we are confronted hv an organized official conspiracy to thwart all 
attempts at improving the state of the Empire. The history of the introduction of 
reforms in the past year is one long record of pretence, evasion, counterfeit, and sham. 
The onlv change that has taken place in the last year is that whereas at the end of 
1 S 05 the Sultan wished to pretend to his Moslem subjects that he had made no 
concessions to the Christians, and therefore refused to publish the reforms, lie now 
thinks that lie has made his intention sufficiently plain to his own people, and 
endeavours to persuade the Rowers that ho has fulfilled ins promises, ihe condition 
of the country remains much the same, and seems to indicate that reforms in the 
details ol' administration arc useless unless accompanied by some more radical 
change. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 3(51. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

Vl v Lord '' Constantinople, December 2t, 189ti. 

' AY ITU reference to iuv despatch No. 1051 of the 15th instant respecting the 
condemnation of the Bishop of Bitlis, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that 
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I have received a telegram from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis, confirming his 
despatch which formed the inclosure of my despatch No. 910 of the 7th November. 

A local Mussulman Notable, who was a member of the Tribunal that tried the 
Bishop, has informed Mr. Monahan confidentially that the account there given of the 
case is on the whole correct. 

The Bishop refused to make any answer to the charges brought against him, and 
claimed to ho tried at Constantinople. The letter in invisible ink, to which 
Mr. Monahan referred in his above-mentioned despatch, was not made a subject of 
charge against the Bishop. 

The Mussulman Notable said that he himself, having heard the evidence, feigned 
sickness, and so avoided having to sign the Judgment, which he would otherwise havo 
been forced to do, as the Government had let it he known that they desired a 
conviction. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURIUE. 


No. 305, 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1077.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 2-1, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Mr. Gilbertson respecting the revolt of a Turkish 
regiment at Mondania. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUltltlE. 


Inclosurc in No. 365. 

Mr. Gilbertson to Sir P . Currie. 

Sir, Broussa, December 17, 1896. 

I HAVE just been informed that a Turkish transport, having on board a 
regiment of troops returning to their homes from Yemen, lias arrived at Mondania, 
and that they have revolted. 

It appears that before embarking the soldiers had demanded their arrears, but 
lias been put off by each receiving an order to be paid in Constantinople, to which 
port they were told the steamer was bound. On entering the sea of Marmora, 
however, the vessel, instead of proceeding direct to the capital, veered towards the 
Gulf of Mondania, and finally cast anchor in the roadstead of that town. The troops, 
on perceiving that they had been duped, clamoured to be taken to Constantinople 
as promised, not only to receive their wages, but that ilia Imperial Majesty the 
Sultan might see for himself the plight they were in. Their demand was met by an 
order from their Colonel to prepare to disembark. This so exasperated them, that 
they seized and bound both him and the captain of the steamer. Having thus 
become masters of the situation, they deputed a number of their comrades to 
communicate their ultimatum to the Kaimakam of Mondania, which, 1 am told, was 
ns follows:— 

That they would not quit the ship or release the aforesaid officers unless they 
received proper clothing and their arrears paid, which amounted to 700,000 
piastres. 

That should their demands not be met within twenty-four hours, they would 
pillage the town, and that irrespective of nationality and religion. 

The Kaimakam, fearing that the troops, who were armed, would put their 
threat into execution, immediately wired to the Governor-General what had happened. 
Although the telegram reached Zihni Pasha at an advanced hour of the night, his 
Excellency instantly summoned to his residence the Military Governor, Defterdar, 
and Sulieman Bay, Chief of the Evkaf. They decided to forward all the uniforms 
that were in the military dcp6t, and also all the underclothing that existed in the 
hospital. These, together with a sum of 1,500/., were dispatched to Mondania. Thu 
Military Governor likew ise left for that port to superintend the distribution of the 









clothing and money amongst the soldiers. By these means the authorities thought 
to appease the troops; but although they accepted the clothes, they insisted upon 
being paid in full. Under these circumstances, the Vali was compelled to withdraw 
from the Broussa Agency of tlic Imperial Ottoman Bank the sum ol 500,000 piastres, 
amount which was expeditiously sent to Mondania this morning. This amount had 
been paid into the bank bv the local authorities for transmission to Constantinople. 
The authorities, having no further cash at their disposal, sent instructions to the 
Knimaknm of Mondania to advance the balance—500,000 piastres—due to the 
soldiers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN GILBERTSON. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

Mv Lord ^ Constantinople, December 24, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, reporting on the 
case of the Archimandrite Gorine Vnrtabcd, Priory of the Monastery of Ki/.il Yank. 
I am causing inquiries to be made whether the prisoner will bo released under the 
general amnesty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 3GG. 

Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

gj r ** ^ Erzeroum, December 11, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to report as follows on the ease of the Archimandrite 
Gorine Vnrtabcd, Prior of the Monastery of Ki/.il Vank (Garmir \ ank), near 
Erzeroum, who was committed for trial on a charge of sedition on the 12th ultimo 
by the "Chambrc dcs Mises cn Accusation ” ol the Erzeroum Court of Appeal. 

This ecclesiastic has for some time been regarded with suspicion by the 
authorities as a friend of the cx-Archbishop Ghervonth Shishmanian, now in exile 
at Jerusalem, and was arrested more than two months ago at his monastery, when 
certain papers were seized in the school-room ol the monastery. A true Bill was 
found against him under section l of the Annex to the 06th Article of the Criminal 
Code for “ having seditious documents in his possession for the purpose of 
circulation.” lie has now petitioned the Ministry of Justice to quash the indictment 
against him, briefly on the following grounds 

1 . That the two songs in his handwriting, the possession of which lie admits, 
are not seditious, and that in any ease there is no evidence of any intention on his 
part to “ circulate” them or other documents. 

2. That the other papers found in the school building, if seditious, were not in 
his possession, the school having been placed beyond his control by a decision of 
the Religious and bay Council of Erzeroum, and having been closed for a year 
previous to the seizure. If seditious papers written by the former touchers ol the 
school have been found there, ho cannot therefore be held accountable for them. 
On these grounds, and in consideration of his ill-health and inflrmitics, he prays for 
the quashing of the indictment, and for his release from prison. 

In the indictment it is admitted that two of the persons connected with the 
case, Gabriel Eflcndi and Molek Shall, whose names appear in the alleged seditious 
documents, ure dead, and that two others, the teachers fScrope and Sarkis, cannot 
be found; also that no proofs of guilt could be found against the monastery servant 
Sarkis and three remaining pupils of the school, who were arrested and examined, 
the latter being eliildren of tender age. I may add that their age did not prevent 
them from being imprisoned Ibr fourteen days, during which time they are said to 
have been cruelly beaten and ill-used to extort confessions incriminating the 
Vnrtabcd. 
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If the Petition is brought to trial, it will apparently be on the strength of the 
documentary evidence only. It is difficult to give any really dangerous political 
significance to the songs, which arc of a religious tendency, while the Vartabed’s 
responsibility for the other documents, the precise nature of which I am not 
acquainted with, is restricted to their having been found within the precincts of the 
monastery over which he presided. However, under present circumstances, the 
weakness of the case against him will very likely not avail to secure his acquittal by 
an Erzeroum Court, and if the Central Government arc concerned to put an end to 
such miscarriages of justice, it is highly desirable that the Ministry of Justice 
should cause this indictment to be quashed, and direct the provincial Magistrates 
to refrain from instituting'similar proceedings in future. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


No. 307. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1079.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 24, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 829 of the 12th October, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Augora respecting the case of the alleged Armenian rebels at 
Yuzgat. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 307. 

Acting Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 128.) 

Sir, Angora, December 18, 1896. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 90 of the 7th October reporting the arrest 
at Yuzgat of a certain Avedis Machsoumian of Dcnek Maden, and four other 
Armenians of Yuzgat whom lie had persuaded, so it i9 alleged, to join him in the 
attempt to raise a troop of Horse for illegal and revolutionary purposes, T have the 
honour to inform your Excellency that the “ Chambrc* de la Mise eu Accusation ” hero 
has found a truo Bill against those five men as well as against four others, of whoso 
alleged complicity in the plot I was previously unaware, so that they will all ho tried 
very shortly at Yuzgat by the Criminal Court of First Instance. The names of the 
four men reforred to are: ltoupen Saoulian and Mugurditch Bakhtiarian of Deuck 
Maden, and Avedis Uagi Casparian and Harotiun Kolckian of Yuzgat. 

1 shall not fail to inform your Excolleucy of the result of the trial. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 308. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1080.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 21, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 999 of the 2nd December, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput respecting the progress made with the execution 
of the reforms in that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 308. 


Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 


gjj. } Kharput, December 3,1890. 

IN obedience to the instructions contained in vour Excellency's despatch of the 
31st ultimo having reference to the progress made in the execution of reforms in the 
mx vilayets, I have the honour duly to report what has been done so far in the matter 
by the authorities of this vilayet. 

Articles 2, 3, 4.—Christian Muavins to the Kaimakanvs of Arabkir and ot the 
<diarsanjak have now hecn appointed and dispatched to their posts. 1 heir names arc: 
ivaspar EfFcndi Itcshishian (to Arabkir) and Boghos Efiendi 1 utovan. 1 hoy are said 
to have accepted their appointments with the greatest reluctance. 

Article 5.—The following nominations of Christians have been made to posts in 
I he administration of this province; a second Secretary to the Agricultural Hank and 
cashiers to the Cazas of Keban Maden, Egltin, Kiahta, and Bclicsni; nine police and 
forty-seven gendarmes ; and Christian members have been appointed to the Adminis¬ 
trative Councils and Law Courts for the current year. 

Articles 7-10.— Naliids have hecn mapped out, the Vali informs me, tor the 
Sandjaks of Dersim and Kharput-Mezrch. A scheme for the Malatia Sandjak is also 
being drawn up by the Mutessarif, and will shortly he completed. Vizirial orders, 
however, were lately received to the effect that villages situated within three hours 
distance from the chief town of the vilayet, sandjak, or caza should form an exception 
to tin* general rule, and should remain under the jurisdiction of the town in question. 
The maps arc consequently now being revised in the souse of the orders referred to. 

Articles 17-18.—The* election of Mukhtars and the formation of Councils of 
Ancients have commenced ; hut some time will elapse, the Vali tells me, before these 
functionaries will he in a position to fulfil their judicial duties. 

Article It).—As reported in my despatch No. 54 of the 10th ultimo, the Judicial 
Inspectors have arrived at Klmrput and have taken up olllee. 

Articles 20-21.—The police force lias now* been reorganized in conformity with 
the scheme elaborated by Shakir Pasha during his stay here, and reported in my 
despatch No. 48 of the 5th October last. Christians have licen enrolled to their full 
number of nine. Instructions have been received from the Porte that t he appropriation 
for the payment of salary to the augmented police stall' shall he derived from the 
revenue of the vilayet. 

Articles 22-23.—Porty-sevon Christians have been enrolled, Raouf Bey states, in 
the gendarmerie Christians, as a rale, seem unwilling to volunteer for this service, 
but it is nevertheless hoped that the reorganization may be effected before very 


long. . 

The geudarmcrie force in Ibis province is to consist as follows: a living squadron 
of 371 men, comprising 211 cavalry and 1(10 foot; a squadron of 300 men, viz., 
140 cavalry and 100 foot, for service in the Sandjak of Kharput; the same numerical 
force for tnc Malatia Sandjak, and in the Dersim there will be a squadron composed of 
71 cavalry and 240 infantry. The whole force will thus number 1,282 men, of whom 
1,082 are to he Mussulmans, 172 Armenians, and twenty-eight persons belonging to 
dilTerent non-Mussulman communities in proportion to the importance of each of the 
latter. 

Article 25.—The Judicial Inspectors have inspected, they tell me, the local prison 
aud made their report, and the strictest attention is paid, the Vali slates, lo the 
sanitary arrangements and health of the prisoners. 

Article 20.—Committees of Preliminary Inquiry have been formed in each sandjak, 
composed of a President and two members, one of whom is in each ease a Christian, 
These Committees have commenced their functions. 

Article 27.—There are no Uamidieh troops, it appears, in this vilayet. 

Article 28.—The only nomads in Maamuret-ul-Aziz are, Baouf Bey informs me, 
to bo found in the Malatia Sandjak, of which the Sub-Governor hastakeu measures for 
the execution of this Article. 

Article 29.—These Commissions have been organized both at Klmrput and in tho 
two other sandjaks; but the necessary instructions with regard to their functions have 
not yet been received from the Archive Department, aud it is uncertain whether the 
decisions of the Commissions may or may not bo reversed by the Law Courts, or 


whether judgment given by the latter shall be subject to reversion by the Com¬ 
missions. 

Article 30.—Eighty-eight collectors, comprising three chief collectors, nineteen 
sub-collectors, and fifty mounted collectors, together with sixteen unmounted, havo 
been nominated, and are to enter upon their functions very shortly. Their salary is to 
be paid from tho provincial revenue. 

Article 31.—The Regulations with regard to the adjudication of tho tithes, village 
by village, have been carried out excepting so far as certain Kurdish villages iu tlie 
Dersim are concerned, which belong, it. appears, to tribes upon whom the Regulations 
in question cannot, he enforced. 

Tn conclusion, I would venture to submit the following remarks upon the actual 
financial situation of the vilayet in the relation it may hold to the execution of tho 
reforms. 

1 am assured by a prominent civil functionary at Mczreh tliafc tiic provincial 
Budget for this year shows, in comparison with that of preceding years, a deficit of 
£T. 91,000. 

The salary of a large number of the minor officials is many months in arrears, as 
well as the pay of the znptichs and gendarmes. The Rediffs who have recently been 
disbanded, have presented Petitions—in one or two instances even in my presence— 
for payment of the soldo due to them during the period of their service; hut in nearly 
every case, as far as I can learn, without success. The pay of the augmented and 
reorganized police and gendarmerie forces, the salary of tho Judicial Inspectors, tho 
newly-appointed Muavins, the eighty-eight fahsil-Dars, of the gardes chainpetrcs 
when enrolled, and, in fact, of all tho additional functionaries appointed under the 
scheme of reforms, as well as the cost of the erection of “ Maisous d’Arret,” will be 
drawn from the proceeds of the vilayet, so that the innovations in question cannot but 
prove an additional burden to the Christian tax-payors, for whoso benefit tliev were 
originally devised. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. EONTANA. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1081.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 24, 1896. 

T HAVE tho honour to state that the reports from Her Majesty's Consular 
officers at Erzeroum, Kharput, Sivas, Diarbokir, Van, and Bitlis, transmitted by this 
messenger on the progress made in the execution of the reforms in their respective 
vilayets, were written in reply to a Circular despatch which I addressed to those 
officers on the 31st October, of which a copy is herewith inclosed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 369. 

Circular addressed by Sir P. Currie to Her Majesty's Consular Officers at Erzeroum, 
Kharput, Sivas, Diarbekir, Fan, and liitlis. 

T A ■» r • * . . , . Therapia, October 31,1890. 

I AM informed by the Sublime Porte that strict orders have hecn sent by 
telegraph to the Govemors-Gcneral of the six provinces for which reforms were 
granted last October, instructing them, iu tho most categorical manner, to attend 
without los9 of time to the complete execution of the reforms. 

1 inclose copy of a Memorandum by Mr. Block of the statement made to him on 
the subject by Izzet Bey, and also a list communicated to me by the Sultan’s orders, 
showing iu detail, Article by Article, what has been done towards executing the 
reforms, and I havo to request you to report to me whether these provisions havo 
actually been carried out. on the spot. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURItlE. 












Tnclosuro 2 in No. 369. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

VMSBB BEY sniil die reforms were now all completed. During the last fi'< 

psifiigigiii 

ISiliilpSs 

the mutter was to he settled within twenty-four hours. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 309. 

Vilayets of Sicas, Kliarput, Diarbekir, Bitlis, Erzeroum, and Van. 

i AKTICLU1.—Muavins to Valis have been appointed. 

.. •> . 1 , —Thu Muavins of Mutessnnts and Kainrakams, as well as the 
number and posts’of Kainrakams. have been Used upon by the Government, and l loir 

,itUl StX^S“kris,ian officials in proportion to the population 
is bein" proceeded with; strict orders bare been given that as vacancies occur 

CI,ri S«&tionsfa the elections of Councils of Administration 

nr0l Artie]e a s rr 7 e< to W io.-Nabies have been formed in the Vilayets of Erzeroum and 
Diarbekir; in the other vilayets the formation and selection of nalues being 

P rOC ArUolcsl7i 18.—Instructions as to the judicial functions of Councils of Ancients 
in nahids and villages are being drawn up. 

Article It)—Judicial Inspectors have been appointed. . 

Articles do, 21.—The formation of the police lias been completely “ rrl ^ out - 
Articles 2 i 23.—The formation of gendarmerie—the Vihiyct of Ian ociug 
included—is lining proceeded with, and has been completed for Kliarput. However, 
as in Ibis vilayet, the Christians refuse to be enrolled, only twelve of them could lie 

"^Article 21.—The appointment of gardes ehampetres is dependent on the eom- 

been given that the Prison Regulation, shall be 
coiiiiilctelv carried out, and that the registers in which the Inspectors record their 
opinions, and which are necessary for the reform of prisons so as to bring them into 
conformity with the laws of hygiene, shall be forwarded within eight day s 

Article 20.—Tho Council of Inspection has been appointed in each vilayet. 

Article 27.—The nomads and Kurds are accompanied by Imperial troops on their 

nl " Arli'.’ie 28*— Privates ofthe llamidie cavalry have not carried their arms outside 
their neriods of training, and have become subject to the general Tribunals. 

Article 20.—Local Commissions have been named for the inspection of title-deeds 
to nronertv; four officials from bore are also in course of appointment. 

Article 30.—The collection of taxes has been intrusted to tho collectors appointed, 
flint ic to sav. the tax collectors have been unpointed. 

Article 31. The tithes are nowhere adjudicated ra Woe. and Regulations a s t o 
forced labour for public works being exacted in money or in kmc are, strict!ly cair cd 
out Ho also the sums set apart on the Public Instruction Budget for Christian 
schools have been raise l by 35,000 to 10,000 piastres in eacli vilayet. 
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No. 370. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 1083.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 24, 1896. 

AS your Lordship is aware, there has been much talk for some time past of tho 
release of prisoners, and the "rant of a more or less general amnesty. 

On the 10th November the Sultan promised M. Gambon to discharge all those 
prisoners against whom there was no charge, and a number wore set free in the 
provinces, as will be seen from the inclosed prdcis of the information contained in 
Consular Reports. . . 

The amnesty was only issued the day before yesterday, after long negotiation 
betweon the Armenian Patriarchate and the Sultan. 

I inclose translations of the address of the Patriarchate to the Sultan, and of the 
text of tho amnesty. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the terms of the amnesty are not exactly the 
same as those of the address. The latter proposes to make an exception of 
“ instigators of sedition,” hut the Imperial Decree substitutes for this category “ those 
who have been condemned to death.” 

It would appear that this designation includes eighty-two persons condemned by 
the ordinary Courts and by the special Tribunal instituted after the disorders in 
Constantinople, as well as about fifteen condemned by court-martial iu different 
places. 

The proposal of the Patriarch and Mixed Council to make themselves responsible 
for the loyalty of the released prisoners and to dissolve the Committees seems 
imprudent,*as it is hard to see how they can fulfil what they have undertaken. 

My Illusion colleague informs me that, as soon as lie returned to Constantinople, 
lie received a message from the Sultan asking if he would approve of the grant 
of an amnesty on these conditions. He replied that lie thought it would hardly 
he fair to exact such guarantees from the Patriarchate, and that he was in favour of 
an unconditional amnesty, from which, however, persons taken red-handed should he 
excluded. 

llis object in making this latter suggestion was, he said, to prevent the releaso 
of the 200 Mussulmans who, according to the Porte’s note of the 9th September, were 
arrested for participation in the massacres, and were to be severely punished. These 
persons, however, are expressly included in the amnesty, aiul tho Palace distorted liis 
remarks into a statement that lie was opposed to the measure altogether, and 
consequently delayed the issue of the Iradd for some time. 

It is said that the Patriarchate estimates the number of Armenian prisoners iu 
Anatolia at 9,000, hut this is a far larger number than our Consular Beports would 
indicate. 

I hear that prisoners were being sworn yesterday at the Patriarchate as a 
preliminary to release. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 370. 

Statement as to Prisoners. 

Bitlis .—Twenty Christian political prisoners released 10th November. 

Sivas .—Five released. 

Erzeroum .—108 in prison, of whom 43 were untried ; 12 released 12th November. 
Diarbekir .—Four prisoners who had been acquitted iu Court, but reimprisoned 
administratively, have ueon released, 29th November. 

Bitlis .—No political prisoners remain untried. Five who were imprisoned on 
charge of attempting to murder a spy have been released. 


[irn] 
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Inclosuvc 2 in No. 370. 


Newspaper Extract. 

TU F Armenian Patriarch and the memhera of the Ecclesiastical and Lay Councils 
„f theM$Ue Imre printed the follofe address to His Impeml Majesty the 

S " lta ilbvolut.ionary bodies organized by insane people abroad and in the interior who 
had allowed' themselves to he misled by false ami perfidious allegations committed 
. ina/ac i inv( > ,, m i ; n the provinces. These persons called themselves the Armenian 
• but. this nation has lived for some centuries in complete fidelity under the aegis 
of t he imperial Government, aiftl has neither by words nor deeds assisted these madm ■ , 
whose acts have on the contrary, always been condemned. .. 

The above-mentioned revolutionists employed others, more ignorant and foolish 
ill-in themselves as their instruments, putting them lonvard to hear the lirunt ot tho 
battle and using them as shields for themselves. The revolutionists succeeded in 
wiani 1 1 g ibem over by diabolical means. At present their families are m a rtaleol 
ttei destitution, and their pitiful plight must excite Imperial compassion. \\c come 
to supplicate vour Maiestv to extend towards tho Armeiiians also that clemency with 
which you treat all vour subjects, and to pardon those Armenians wno are » |W WU 
whether they are confined as a precautionary measure, or under sentence of » Court 
•Listice" for complicity in the recent disordm and events. Wo suggest the following 

^d]'^Vime^i^pr^ncra'^^l swear tludhonceforwawl they will never do any thing 
rontnrv to the dictates of a loval and faitliful spirit, .they siiall take tins oath before 
tho Patriarch if they are imprisoned in Constantinople, and before a vicar when they 
.11 e -ntnuduitPoonnaa 1 „ao ^ yim(1 Comioil shall guarantee, on behalf of the 
nation, tlmt. tliosc set at liberty will keep the oath they swear on their release. 

8 Those among the prisoners who are notorious agitators will be transported to 
localities <leri|Ste<f by the Government, where they will he confined until they have 
given convincing proofs of their repentance. 

«-«- -«.»«- >«■ »• w*— 

1". iw»; mm, - 

receipt of the above address, to examine the matter, resolved to present a Ma/.bata to 
LlUJIaicstv, showing that, inasmuch as the majority of the Armenians now in confine¬ 
ment nrc simple-minded men of the lower classes who have been led astro) bj the 
members of the Committees, and that the punishment inflicted upon an offender must 
lie "proportioned tmbis offence and harmful intention, and that, u. the present case, lie 
culmits were not aware of the criminal nature of the projects harboured by the 
organizers of the agitation, tlie Cabinet was of opinion that ri would ho maeeorimee 
with the spirit of justice and henovolonco ot the Sovereign for Ills Majesty to grant 
in amnesty to the Armenian prisoners, subject to the conditions proposed m the 
address ol'tlic Patriarch and Mixed Council, the amnesty shall be extended to the 
M ussulmans who were arrested lor their compromising conduct during the disturbances, 

and who are imprisoned in tho gaols of the capifid and of the provinces. 

The Sultan lias issued an trade approving that which precedes, and ordering tliut 
the measures it provides l>c carried into cftect. 


Tnelosurc 3 in No. 370. 

Memorandum bp Mr. Blech. 

the following official communication appeal's in to-day's Turkish papers 
\ Petition has been presented to Ills Majesty by the Armenian Patriarch and the 
memhera of the Spiritual and Lay Councils, pointing out that whereas tho Armenmn 
nation did not participate in, and indeed viewed with aversion, he doings ot certain 
diabolical revolutionaries. These latter did, however, succeed m deceiving many foolish 
..ersoir who no now deserving of the Imperial clemency. 11 m requested, t In is fore, 
!h„t the Imperial pardon may he extended to all Armenians actually m prison upon 


conviction or suspicion of participation ill tile disorders, upon the following conditions: 
they will take an oath (at Constantinople at the Patriarchate and in tho provinces at 
tlie'Metropolitan's residence) that they will not act disloyally to their Sovereign, Such 
oath lining subsequently confirmed ill tlie name of the nation by the Patriarchate and 
Councils; and should "there lie amongst them any who have acted as instigators of 
sedition, these will, until they have mended their ways, ho confined where the State 
may direct; further, tlie Committees are to he completely destroyed and dissolved. 
The Petition also expresses grotitudo for tlie reforms executed in the six provinces. 
By Imperial Order, the matter was referred to the Council of Ministers, which, after 
consideration, came to (lie following decision, which has now received the Imperial 
sanction: while it is no doubt true that numbers of the Armenians actually in prison 
were led astray by Committee members, whose tools they became, it is right that tlie 
punishment of mi offender should he proportioned to tlie intent with which ho com¬ 
mitted his offence. But as most of them were unaware of the evil designs of tlmso 
who instigated them, it would he consonant with the Imperial clemency Hint they 
should receive mercy. They will therefore lie sworn as described, and will remain 
under tho guarantee of tlie Patriarchate and Councils, and also under tlie supervision 
of tlie police. Moreover, the Committees will he destroyed, and such as are under 
sentence of dcatli will, until they have mended tlieir ways, he confined in a fortress where 
the State may direct, and he employed in trades. Upon these conditions, tlie Imperial 
pardon will hp granted to prisoners at the Capital anil in tho provinces, anil will lie 
extended to nil such prisoners suspected or condemned in respect of tho recent disorders, 
whether Mussulman or non-Mussulman. 

December 211,1800. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Reeeiveil December 2d.) 

(No. 1080.) 

Mv Lord, Pure, December 24, 1800. 

I HAVE tho honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an articlo from the 
“Stamboul” giving a precis of an official communique respecting tho condition of 
the llnuran, which is represented sis satisfactory. 

I propose to instruct Mr. Itichnrds, who will shortly arrive at Constantinople oil 
his way to Damascus, to devote particular attention to the affairs of this province. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosiire in No. 371. 


lirtracl from the “ Stamboul " of December 23, 1800. 

Le Djkiiel Druse. —II ressorl. d’un communique official quo l’ordre et la tran¬ 
quillity out dtu rdtablis an Ilaurau, oh dcs tumbles s’dtaient produits. Lo rcconse- 
meut de la population a dtd opdrd, ot les impel, auxqucls les Druses dohrent dtro 
assujeltis, suivanl les lois on viguour, out CIO dtablis. Les closures propres ii empdehor 
ddsormais le reuouvellemout de troubles de la part lies Druses ayant dtd prises, par 
decision du Conseil dcs Ministres, sanctioned par Irade Imperial, les Rddil's qiti avaient 
etc euvoyds an llauran scront liconcids et rouvoyes ii lours foyers. 

Suivnul les avis reijus de Beyrouth, les Clioiks Druses, nu nomine de 105, 
auxqucls cst duo l’orgouisation dcs troubles ait Hauran, out dte arrdtds et oxpddies h 
Beyrouth, d’oh its seroiit dirigds sur les loealitds qui scront ddsigndes eomme lieu 
d’exil. 

D’autre part, hi Commission do Rdformes eiivoyco an 1 tituran s’occuiio, de convert 
•iveo le Mnrdchiil Alidoullah Pacha, de la mise oil application des mesures et des 
rdformes ildeiddes. 

Comme nous l’anuon^ns plus haul, le receusciuont de la population s’elVee- 
tuant, les autoritds mUitaires out pu cetto amide opdror des ourdlcments parnii les 
Druses. Les troupes Druses scront versdes dans diffdrcnts corps d’aiande. 

Des corps do garde out etc dtablis sur pliisieurs points de ehnque euza. Des 
eommunos sont eu train d’dtro erddes, et la loi sur le tapou est mise on viguour. 






Mr. Milbanke to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 413. Confidential.) 

ilv Lord Vienna , December 24, 1896. 

' WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday, 1 have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that during my interview with Count Goluchowski, his Excellency was good 
enough to read to me the telegraphic report he had received from Baron Calico upon 
the second meeting of the Amltnssadors at Constantinople. 

In regard to M. de Ndlidow’s proposal that the Regulations of the International 
Commission of lsso should he applied to the European provinces of Turkey, he said 
that. Baron Calico, who was on the spot, would be far better able to judge as to their 
utility than lie himself could do, hut he was inclined to agree with his Excellency’s 
views, which had apparently been supported by Sir Philip Currie, to the effect that 
proposals of Ibis kind should not he discussed to the exclusion of matters of far more 
pressing importance, and that the discussions of the Ambassadors should not be limited to 
one subject, lmt should include the general measures which might be found necessary 
to improve the existing situation. 

The proceedings of the Russian Ambassador, however, only showed too clearly the 
absence of any real basis for the present Ambassadorial Conferences, and his Excel¬ 
lency gave me clearly to understand that he had no confidence in the vague deliberations 
that were now going on, and which were but a mere repetition of what wo had seen 
for many months past. 

Wliat was wanted was some distinct proposal defining the points which were to ho 
discussed. He himself had so often taken the initiative, which had met with but 
qualified success, that liis attitude now was merely one of observation, and ho was waiting 
to see what would he done, but he had been under the impression, from the Circular of 
the 20th October, that your Lordship would formulate some definite propositions. 

I’rom M. de Nelidow, too, he had been unable to obtain any real information as to 
what was intended, and on my alluding to the instructions of the Russian Ambassador, 
lio replied that they were merely founded upon “ des prinoipes gdndraux,” and wore 
wanting in distinctness. I then asked his Excellency whether he purposed sending 
any further instructions to Baron Calico, to which he replied that ho saw no object in 
doing so, as there were no definite proposals before him on which he could base them. 

Count Goluchowski appeared, in short, to bo altogether discouraged at the prospect 
as matters stand at present, and he did not conceal from me that he felt that hut little 
was to he expected from the present conferences of the Ambassadors unless there wore 
some definite programme to form the subject of their discussions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH MILBANKE. 


No. 373. 

Sir E. Monson to the Murqucss of Salisbury.—{Received December 28.) 

(No. 415. Secret) 

My I.ord, Paris, December 27, 1896. 

.11. HANOTAUX received the foreign Representatives yesterday, as ho intends to 
absent himself from Paris this week. 

I found that lie had received from M. Carabon telegrams containing the same infor¬ 
mation as that forwarded to your Lordship by Sir P. Currie, and communicated to mo 
in your telegrams Nos. 1G7 to 171. 

I asked him wliat was the exact intention of M.Cambon in proposing,as stated in 
Sir 1‘. Currie’s telegram No. 197, that the next meeting of the Ambassadors should 
have a more formal character, and lie replied that the expression meant simply that tbo 
discussions should take a really business-like character, and not continue of a desultory 
tenor (“ Qit’on no disc pas des paroles on Pair”). 

II is I xeellem y further remarked that lie was quite of the opinion of the Ambas¬ 
sadors as to the expediency of keeping everything connected with these discussions as 
secret as possible. '1 he Turks would do all in their |H>\vcr to find out what is passing, 
with the hope of frustrating by publicity the progress of the negotiations. 
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M. Hanotaux seemed also to approve the decision come to by the Ambassadors, 
upon Sir P. Currie’s suggestion, to put an end to the irregularity of communications 
passing directly between the Palace and the Embassies without the intermediary of the 
Porte. 

Beyond these observations, M. Hanotaux made no comment upon the situation at 
Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 374. 

Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 28.) 

L’AMBASSADEUR de Turquie prosente scs compliments it sa Seigneuric 1c Marquis 
de Salisbury, ct a l’honneur de lui communiquer ce qui suit. 

L’Anibassndc Impdriale avait, par ses rdeentes communications, tenu au courant le 
Foreign Office des rdl'ormcs cxdcutdes par lc Gouvernemcnt Imperial dans les vilayets 
d’Anatolie, telles que la nomination des Chretiens dans l’administratlon, la justice, la 
gendarmerie, ct la police; l’organisation des communes; l’amdlioration des prisons; 
secours accordes A ccux qui ont souffert des troubles; reparation aux finis du Trdsor des 
Edifices religieux endonunagds et punition des employes de police prevenus de n’avoir pas 
rempli tiddlcment lours devoirs pendant les dits troubles. 

Le Gouvcrnement Imperial tout en survcillant les rdformes ddjit appliqudes n’en 
continue pas moins de prendre d’autres mesures bicnfaisnntes. 

Ainsi, une rdeente Proclamation de Sa Majestd Impdriale le Sultan ordonne quo les 
condamnntions h mort prononcdcs contrc les individus impliquds dans les derniers troubles 
fussent commutes la peine de la detention dan9 une enceinte fortifidc, oil, it titre de 
mesure corrcctionnelle, les condamncs scront occupies it diffdrents metiers. Cette mdme 
Proclamation accorde le pardon it tous les autres, condanmds dcs pcincs moindres, ainsi 
qu*& tous ceux qui dtaient ddtenus commc accuses on prevenus. 

Sa Majestd Impdriale lc Sultan, qui a toujours cu it cceur lu formation d’un corps 
d'cmployds administrates vraiment digne de leur mission, vient d’instituer dans ce but 
une Commission de Contrfile clout les niembres, choisis parmi les plus hauts dignitaires de 
la hierarchic administrative de l’Empirc, devront, avnnt d’entrer en fonction, prdter 
serment solcnnellement en presence tie Sa Majestd Impdriale assistd de quclques-uns de 
ses Ministres. Cette Commission aura pour attributions de prendre les mesures propres A 
assurer lc choix convenable des employds de cet ordre et de vcillor a. ce quo ceux-ci 
remplissent scrupuleusemcnt leurs devoirs. 

Dans une autre direction gd s’est occupd du Budget dcs ddpenses et des recettes; 
celui de l’nnnde prochainc a dtd dtabli de mani&re it prdsenter un exeddent auquel est venu 
s’ajouter un don de JC T. 70,000 environ quo Sa Majestd Impdriale a mis gdndreuseuient i\ 
la disposition du Trcsor Public. L’essentic) dtait a assurer la fiddle et exacte exdcution 
des dispositions budgetaircs. Ilya dtd pourvu par la nomination it la prdsidcnce de la 
Cour des Coniptcs, imturellement chargde de ccs attributions, de son Excellence Tewfik 
Pacha, ancicn Ministre ties Travaux Publics, si connu par sa competence en cette matidre. 
Pour l’exercice de ses importantes fonctions une latitude compldte a dtd laissde & son 
Excellence et la Sublime Porto a rc$u Pordre catdgoriquc de lui prdter toute son 
assistance. 

Le retour de I’ordre et de la trnnquillitd dans tout l’Empire dispensant de la neccssitd 
de rctenir sous les drapeaux ur. aombre de soldats supdrieur it 1’etfectif normal, tel qu’il 
rdsulte dc l’organisation de l’armde et des hesoins de 1'instruction militaire, un Iradd 
Imperial vient presorire le retour au pied de puix. En consequence les soldats de 
150 bataillons dc reserve ont dtd ddjit renvoyds dans leurs foyers ct on est en voie dc 
compldtcr lc liccncicment ordonne, a moins que les besoms dc nouvelles convocations nc 
se fassent sentir. 

II revieut pourtunt it la Sublime Porte qu'on persisteruit dans certaines parties 
de l'Europe it ne pas vouloir sc persuader l’exdcution integrate des reformes en question. 
Le Gouvcrnement impdrial uynnt la conviction d’uvoir rempli entidrcincnt ses promesses, 
est prtt it fournir les explications ndccssaires propres it dclaircr les points sur lesqucls on 
aurait formuld de doutes. 

Ambassade Imperials de Turquie, Londres, 
le 27 De'cembre, 1896. 
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No. 375. 

Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(Tdcaronbkft P. Paris, December 26,1896, 6-45 Mi. 

WITH reference to telegram No. 407. Confidential, from Her Majesty s Ambassador 

11 C ']fcon!"cet’i>n with M. Cnmbon's suggestion that the meetings of the Ambassadors at 
Constantinople should in future be more formal, M. Hnnotaux says that it is certmnh to 
be desired that they should not be desultory in their character but realty businesslike 
As the Turkish Government attempt by every means to learn ivliat goes on in then 
meetings, hoping thus to be able to render the discussions of no avail Ins hjtecUency 
considers it most important that everything that takes place should he kept absolutely 
secret. 


No. 370. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. KJ(».) foreign Office, December 29, 1890. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 1062 of the 17th instant 
relative to the massacre at Eghin. . p , 

I approve the terms of the pro-mmoriA which you have addressed to the Porte 

on the subject. _ « 

J I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 377. 

Sir II. Rumbolrf to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 30.) 

^Tidi^ratiliic 1 1* Picnmi, December 30,1890. 

AS 1 iiavc 'been hitherto unable to see Count Goluchowski, I requested 
Mr Milbanko to call upon him to-day. Although his Excellency hail no special 
information from Constantinople, Mr. Millianke found him still strongly of opinion 
that it is necessary to concert some means of enforcing the decisions of the Ambas¬ 
sadors in ease of need before submitting such proposals to the Sultan. 

Count Goluchowski appears still to lie sceptical as to the conferences having any 
-ood result, unless some agreement on that point is arrived at. His Excellency leaves 
Vienna this afternoon for a few days; I hope, however, to see him at latest on Monday. 


No. 378. 

Sir P. Currie to I be Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 30.) 

fTel'offrnnkic.) 1*.^ Constantinople, December 30,1890. 

fill'. Ambassadors, who held another meeting yesterday, all seemed ready to 
seriously entertain the question of reforms, before reporting details, X propose to wait 
until the various suggestions have taken a more definite form. Wo discussed remedies 
for the existing abuses, of which a list had been drawn up as mentioned in my telegram 

N °’ (An account of (ho now your, no further meeting will 1m held until Saturday. 
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No. 379. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Baron de Courcel. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, December 30,1896. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 23rd instant, 
in which your Excellency is good enough to furnish me with a summary of the 
instructions which liavo been sont to the French Ambassador at Constantinople on tile 
subject of the reforms to be proposed by the Powers for the improvement of the 
administration of the Ottoman Empire. 

I have to thank your Excellency for this communication, and I have the honour 
to inform you that the instructions sent to M. Cambon appear to be entirely in 
harmony with the proposals made in my Circular despatch of the 20th October last. 

X have, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 










